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Editor's Note: Through the courtesy of Mr. J
Paul Smith, the following poem was presented to the
Enquirer-Gazette. Mr. Smith stated that the poem
was given him about 35 years ago from papers of the
Duvall family. The author's name is unknown, also
the date it was written. The spelling of "Marlb'ro"
would indicate the period as the early 1900's or prior
thereto.

1Tarough a narrow, ravelled valley, wearing down (he farmer's soil,
Lhe Patuxent flows mmconstml, with o hue of clay and oil,

From the terrsces of nnll-dams aud the temprate slopes of wheat,
To the bottoms of tobaceo, watched by many a planter’s seal.

There the bleckened drvmig-honses show the banging alwcks of
green’

Smoking through the liftcd shatters, sunning in the nicotme;
And around old steamboat-landingy lowter muks andd ovenseers,
Wilh the hogshends of lobaceo rotlsl logether on (e prers.

Iniand from the river stranded in a cove herween the hills.

Lics Old Marb'ro Court and village acclimated to her chills;
And the white mists nightly rismg from the swamps that trench her
round,

Seem the sheeted phosks of memnories buned i that ancient
ground,

IMPORTANT DATES IN FEBRUARY
Feb. § Board of Dircetors Annual Planning Session, 10:00 AM, Holden Sweeting House,
4112 Gallatin Street, Hyattsville
Feb. 7 Tricentennial Trust Meets, New Carrollton Library, 7:00 PM

 Feb, 20

Colonial Dance and Colonial Manners. Riversdale Mansion, 3:00 PM




Here in the duys when still Prince George's of the
province was the quecn.

Creat old judges ruled the gentry. guthering to the
courthonse green.

When the Ogles and the Taylocs matched their Arab
stceds o rave,

Judge Daval adjourned the sessions, Lother Martin quit
his cae.

Hlere voune Roger [aney hingered, whik: (e boms and
hounds were lowd,

Yo behold the pompous Pinckuey scattcring learning lo
the crowd:

Awd old men great Wird remembesed. while their
minds he strove 10 win,

As a Iftle Geran wechin drumning at bis father's inn.

When the acean barks could snoor them in lhe shadow
of the town,

Fre the chamels filled and mondderst with the rich soil
willee down—

[ Jere the Trish teader, Carroll, brought the bride of
Darnall Hall,

And therr Jesnt son was Bisbop of the New Waorld
over all.

Here the troopers of Prince George's with thei horse-
1ail helmets waoa

Praise from valiant Fager Howaord and from General
Wilkerson.

And (the village doctor seeking from the British to
restore)

Key. the poet, wraote his anthesu i the hight of
Ballmore.

One by one the bomes colonial disappear e 1une's
degrees,

Though the apple orchards linger and the lanes of
cherry trees;

Fen the Wondyard mansion kindles when the
chimpevhesm consumes,

And the tolerant Northern farmer plonghs around old
Rorish tombs

By the high white gravelled rurnpike trails ibe suakea.
COpse-grown route

Where the troups of Ross and Cockburu marched o
victory, and about

Haltimg twvice at Upper Marlbro, where 'tis shil

tradition’s brug,
‘L bt ‘twas Basney got the viclory though the British gt
the swag.

Bat the Cupital, rebuilded. counts ‘mic feavis eebelliows
this-»

Stauding the old slave region “twixt it and Annapolss:
And the canpons theis cmbrasures on the Anacostia
forls

Openel Tow'rd old ruined Marib'io aud the dead
Patusent ports.

Regrinted from e Felmany 6, 1904 sditiom of @x: Fivpirer-tinzatio
DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY
Riversdale - February 20, 1994, 3:00 PM

The Socicty will sponsor an aflernoon
devoted to Colomial Dancing and Manners.
This is a free evenl and participation by
children is encouraged. The Port of
Bladensburg Heritage Dancers will he &
featured attraction. Lessons in Colonial
dancing and in Colonial forms of address
between gentle folk and other alwibutes of
the well bred colonial dame or master will be
described. We welcome you to this free
event. Refreshments will be available.

The Port of Bladensburg Hertage Dancers
were formed as part of the planning for the
250th anniversary of the Town of
Bladenshurg. A growing organization, they
have achieved status as a member of the
Living History Trust. Membership is free
and open to any person, not only couples.
Dancing lessons and sessions are held on the
third Wednesday of each month at the
Bladensburg Town Hall. They are quieter
than the clog dancers, mere staid than the
square dancers, preftier than most and a ball
ta be with.




MEET THE BOARD

January 1994 brought new faces to the
Board of Directors. Sarah Moseley has
been actively involved in the Society ever
since Joyce McDonald recruited her as part
of the sanding, scraping and painting crew at
Marietta. Sarah was raised in Brunswick
County, Virginia on property that her family
began to farm in the late 1700s. She
attended Conmecticut College and graduated
from the University of Chicago, where her
husband, Harvey, was working on his Ph.D.
in Astrophysics and astronomy, As a portion
of Harvey's graduate work, they spent seven
vears at Yerkes Observatory in Williams
Bay, Wisconsin where Sarah conducted
tours of 1he historic observatory.
Coincidently, the scientist who designed the
large telescope at Yerkes was the father of
Margaret Sherer, the last private owner of
Marietta.

When Harvey began working at NASA's
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt,
the Moseleys moved to University Park and
Sarah volunteered at the elementary schoot
where their son, Samuel, was a student, It
was as the coordinator of a time capsule
project [or the 50th anniversary of University
Park that Sarah and Joyce became
acquainted and the Society was enriched by
her talents. Sarah is a graphic artist and is
responsible for the professional appearance
of many of our recent publications. She also
created the logo for the Tri-Centennial
celebration.

We are all delighted to welcome Sarah to the
Board of Directors of the Sovicty.

GUEST BOOK REVIEW

Ed. Note: The following book review is
reprinted in its entirety from the Winter 1993
edition of Maryland Historical Magazine,
published quarterly by the Museum and
Library of Maryland History of the
Maryland Historical Society.

Landeriarks of Prince Gearge's County, The
Maryland-Naticnal Capital Park and Plan~ rg
Commission. (3alimore, Johns Hopkins
Jniversity Press, 1993, Pp 144, Notes, index.
$29.93)

Ihe purpese of ths book is deary
stated By county execuzve Fams Glendenning
n aforward: "By celebratng sorme of Prince
Gearge's Courty's rmost impor=mt Fstonic
aroperties, this book anticipates the 1596
tricentennial of the county’s founding." Aad
celebrate thern it does: visual'y beautiful,
handsomely craftec, itis a mbuie to the johns
Hopkins University Press and to the unusual
partnersnip that produced i, If you falled to
secure 2 copy for Chirstrris, find a birnday or
cther occasion--this deserves a~ horored and
‘eatured place in the home or office. Thisisa
Prince George's County you may not know
Cxsts--or exsted.

In a medest style tha: makes 't difficul
to identfy the originator of the concept (if
thers were a single individuzl, ratrer than a
fortutious set of orcumstances and ready
Darticipants), Jotert ). Kapsan, chief of the
Nationa! Fark Senvice's Historic Amencan
Suildings Survey/Historic American Engineering
Regisier, U, S, Departrmen: of the Interior,
exglars in an essay that "HARS decided to
urdlertake an innovative architeciural
documeniation project that wouia rely or
phatadocu mentation and focus on a sirgle
geographic entity, ideally a county, The plan
was for FABS to work with an existing hisoric
orese~valion ggency to use i1s expertise, Such
an organization nad to be orofessional and wel!
versec in the history of the county.* For



comwetience, the pilot project was to irvelve a
greup within deving range of Wasaington,
D.C. The crteria were met by Prince
Gearges County and 15 Hisworic Preservazon
Caorrmission, The Marylanc-Natonal Capital
Pack and Flarning Commission were enlisted,
with Gail C. Rothrock of the M-NCPPC
{already wel known to the HABS for her werk
in upper Mentgomery County) a key payer
and enthusiastic suppert from county cificials
and agences and from vowrteer greups.

Bomn in the New Deal, HABS n 1936
had a collection o° some nirety-seven
photograpns of isteric properties in Prince
Gearge's (only sxty fve of which stil stand),
Cwer the years. some twe dozen of these
progertes had been aoquired by the M
NCPPC, and, in 1381, a oreservation
ardinarce had seen passed and a bstoric
preservalon master paln adoptec. More than
250 sites and one dstna nad been designazed
as county landmarks; sxty sites ard four
disrcts had beer accepted n the Natioral
Regster of Fistor ¢ Places.  twas coming 1o
be seen in the werds of HABS histonzn arc
leader of =1e proec, Catherine C. Lavoe,
hat '35 ore of e earliest and now one of e
mes: developed countes in Maryland, [Parce
Geope's Courty] is central to the tmeline of
the stat2's hstoric architecure.” Tidewater,
Georgian. Federal, Greek Revival, Queen
Anne, Victonar, eary Twereth-Century and
At Dece--it was all there, three centuries of
colonia and naticnal history, How to select
frorr such ricnes? Woking wih Lavcie, HARS
crief phowographer Jac< E Boucher
cormmenced in 198 to take phonographs of
sixty two Structures, accumulating nine
hurcred photographs of the h ghest
professioral gquality, sharp in detail, artiste in
setting and lightng, O these, 125 were
selected for he book after ex bits 11
Washirgton and the county cersuaded HABS
that 2 widier audience cesenved 10 s7ae n

tese treasares (row incladed o the HABS
oo'lection at e [ ibrary of Congrass). | aveie
ard Suzan G. Pearl, Prince George's historian
at the M-NCPFC, preparsd aplions for e
black-and-white pheiographs. =refatery
essays by «ey players provide a valuable
kackdrop and enrance the overall production:
Rpthrocds "A Hentage o Presenve.' Pearl's
300 Years of County History,' Lavoie's
"Aechitecture: From Tdewaer fo Mocee,”
and Kasscn's "Documeting a County's
legacy.' ~hese are comrpdrmentad by
Boucher's commentary on the tools and
rechmicues of his photograpty, interestng even
te the non-specialist, There s & guide o
architeciural pians and styles 1o clan’y
termnolegy and comparisons, and ‘Turther
Reacirg® intraduces the new reader 1o the
CoLnty's nistory

Tre dust coves (such 2 common rare
for such a beautifl examrple of Boucher's
wiork) aches to te frarnad: tis @ wigp-2rounc
of the Snowden seat, Montocer. hisis the
sert of shotegraph commonly asscdiared with
Tidewater Virginia bt too seldo™ with
Marylanz and cven less fequently in e public
mired with Frince Ceorgas. Lorg
owesstadowed by its monre afluent siser to the
wes?, Prince George's has ended to be
locked upo as ‘courtrified,” rural, a bed-com
suburh. an area to speed through over super
k grways. ee we see a diferent Srince
Ceorge's: rerrnants of the plartasen
anistocracy that grew our of tobzacco ano slave
lancr to supplant the colonizl setlerrents 2ong
the waterways; Te srugde of tre aterman of
civil war and new-found freedor: country
stores; Viclorian cmarmentaion; New Deal
rercic czrving: and Az Deco, Thes is the
bacedrof 10 a vigorous and develonxrg county
being transformed through transpertation and
tecrroogy. [os therclore ot simoly a
nosalgic recalling of the past but 3 source of
pride for the futuse, rmade possible threugh an




FEBRUARY EVENT

2ND PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING
GREENBELT PUBLIC LIBRARY, 7 PM

4TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD
ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING, 10 AM, HOLDEN SWEETING
HOUSE, 4112 GALLATIN STREET, HYATTSVILLE

61TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY TRICENTENNIAL TRUST MEETING
NEW CARROLLTON PUBLIC LIBRARY, 7 PM

20TH 'A COLONIAL COUNTRY DANCE DEMONSTRATION
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
RIVERSDALE MANSION, 4811 RIVERDALT: ROAD
3 PM, REFRESHMENTS, CHILDREN WELCOME

MARCH

| ST PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCTETY
LECTURE SERIES FOR BEGINNERS BEGINS
CONTACT LUCY BLOCKER 301-262-1019

12TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BOARD MEETING 10 AM
REGULAR MEETING 2 PM
"EARLY WOMEN AVIATORS' BY DORIS RICH
MARIETTA

24TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SPRING LECTURE SERIES BEGINS
WOMEN OF DISTINCTION IN PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY'
THERESE YEWELL, 630 PM MARIETTA



THE PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
presents

A COLONIAL COUNTRY DANCIE DEMONSTRATION
and

A TALK ON 187H CENTURY CUSTOMS AND MANNERS
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featuring

THE PORT OF BLADENSBURG HERITAGE DANCERS
on

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 19%4
at 3:00 p.m,

RIVERSDALE MANSION
4811 Riverdale Road, Riverdale

Elementary Aged Children accompanied by an adult are invited.
FREE ADMISSION
& audience participation™

Light refreshments will be served.

Please call (301) 864-0420 or (301) 464-0590
to make your reservations.



extracrcinary assemnalge of federal, state, and
loca! erganizations, as well 35 vo unmeer
groups--the Prrce Geerge's Hsioniczl Society,
Frince George's Histarical Trust, Inc. {sic.
shculd be Prince Ceorge’s Hentage Inc, ed. },
the Prince George's Histor'czl and Cultura
Trost, the Center for American Places
(Ha-rizonburg, Virgnia), and those srevously
noed. To therr the state, the coumy, and
those whe appreciate coth the subject anc the
sffort owe an enammeis debt for this three
year proadt and the vsion of a book
present highlights. [xecuted by Archetype
Press. inc., of Washington, the book should be
a source of pride for many ard 2 guide and
reference for years 1o come.

DAVID WINIICLD CADDY
MNeve Carrsiten, Maryland

TRICENTENNIAL UPDATE

The Tricentennial Commission, consisting
of the appointed members from each
Councilmanic district, those appointed by the
County Executive and the ex-officio
members from the County Council. the M-
NCPPC, the Board of Education and the
Office of the County Executive, have met
and been orgamized A Vice Chair was
named by Chair Joyce McDonald. Helen
Crosskey Adams, representing the Sth
Councilmanic District, has lived in the
County for 20 years and is very active in the
community. Chair of the Citizens Advisory
Committee for the revision of the Master
Plan for Planning Area 69, Helen also serves
on the Board of the Cheverly Boys and Girls
Club and coaches intramural and County
soccer (and has won championships). Helen
is also a mentor for a Fairfax high school
student who successfully graduated in 1992

The Committec, like the Tricentennial Trust,
has adopted the slogan 300 Years At Home

in History as the official Tricentennial
slogan, and adopted, with some
modifications, the logo design developed by
the Society's own Sarah Moseley. Tt is the
intention of the group that a registration of
the logo should be sought. In order to make
it easier for groups to sponsor sanctioned
events, a ‘proposal form’ will be developed
by & subcommittee under the direction of
Ray Zimmerman.

The Committee was scheduled to meet again
on January 26, but that meeling was
postponed due to weather

The Tricentennial Trust, which is the
designation we are using for the citizen's
group that has been meeting for a year now,
will meet next on February 7 at 7PM at the
New Carroliton Library. Mary Godfrey, of
the Committee is leading a subcommittee of
members of both groups to determine how
best to coordinate our efforts. This will be a
topic of discussion at the February 7

meeting. Al are invited.

On Friday, February 11 at 6:30 PM, the
Tricentennial Celebration Churches
subcommittee, under the direction of
Miidred (ray, will have its second meeting
in Room 201 of the Largo Government
Building. Their theme is "A Celebration of
Faith" and all are welcome to participate in
this important planning session.

Mary Forshit-Tucker, of the Trust, has
developed a newsletter called Tricentennial
Times and the first edition has been mailed
to 200 people. If you want to get on the
mailing fisl, call Mary at 301-292-1993, or
call any of the members of the Committee,

In addition, Mary Forsht-Tucker arranged
for a meeting of the Civic Associations on
January 13 to begin their planning for the

1996 celebrations




FROM THE TREASURER
Reminder:

The Maryland Historical Society dues for
1994 may be paid through the Society at
special rates ($25 for individuals and S35 for
couples). PGCHS member ducs invoices for
1994 were not mailed to Life Members or to
those members who paid dues for 1994 on or
before December 1, 1993, Please call 464-
0590 and leave a message if you wish to
receive an invoice form and return ¢nvelope
solely to pay vour Maryland Histonical
Society dues.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

William G. Duvall

Alexandra Himker

Judlith Hiniker

Katherine P. Lilly

Mr and Mrs. Morton S_ Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Covington Stanwick

SPECTAL. WELCOME TO NEW LIFE
MEMBERS

Joscph A, and Peggry A Behun
Mrs. Louis ], Grayson
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene B. Roberts, Jr

MARRIETTA MANSION

The masonry repair was to be completed by
the end of December. M-NCPPC approved
the repointing of the bricks in the addition,
which has been completed. Phase T of the
restoration is now virtually complete. The
speeifications for Phase IT are being
developexd, and these will include upgrading
of the electrical systemns, hearing and aiy
conditioning for the Mansion and the

addition, and new heating for the 1968
addition, as well as window restoration.

In November, 40 children and ten parents
toured {he [acility and the grounds. Guy
Barron, Myma Combs and Maggic Shiker
assisted facility manager Susan Wolfe with
this event.

Al the end of December, 1993, Susan Wolfe
accepted the position of facilily manager at
Riversdale. While the Socicty is saddened by
the loss of Susan's hard work and experl
management, she assures us that Marrietta
has a special place in her heart and she will
continue to take an interest in its restoration.
A new facility manager will be named by M-
NCPPC soon, we hope

FNJOY THE OLYMPICS THTS MONTH!!

PLEASE NOTE THAT ITEMS FOR THE
NEXT EDITION OF NEWS AND NOTES
ARE DUE TO THE EDITOR BY
FEBRUARY 18, 1994. THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT.

Les Sweeting, Editor




- PRIRCE SEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICHL SOCIETY, MC
PUBLICATIONS ORDER LIST

__PEINGL GLOREL'S COLNTY; A EICTC-
ERAL HSMICLY by Alan Victa. §23.95S
plus tax §1.30, plus $2.0C s&h

__Catvert of Mapdand $6.95 |tsx incl)
plus $0.55 s&h.

__Augs of Erlrvwe George’'s County 35,00
plus $0.25 tax plus $0.50 s&h.

_Indexes of Church Resisiers 2 vels.
520.00 plus $1.00 tax plus 32.50 s&h.

__Chesapeake Bay of Yore $25.0C plus

$1.25 bax plus $1.00 szh.

__NManhgm Centennidal $4.00 plus
$0.20 tax plus $0.55 =gh.

___Berwyn Helohts $3.00 plus §0.15 tax
plus $0.35 ssh.
Cabrie] Cuval Licevaphy $1.00 plus
$0,05 tax plus 50.35 sé&h.
___Miwe Call by Francis X. Geary, $5.00
plus 50.25 tax plus $1.00 s&h.

History ¢f Beltsville $4.00 plus $0.20
tax plus 50.55 s&h.

Pleaze forward the abecve checked pub-
licatigns. Full pavment |Payable to
PECHS) enclosed.

Name

Address

City , State a1p

Daytime Telephone e

THANE YO0U FOR YOUR ORDER

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC
Annual Membership Apolicstion

DOste

Name
Address
Clty, State, Zip
Telephone - Home -~ -
Bus. - -

Please indicate whather this is a new membership
of a renewal

—new renawal
CHECK BELOW THE CATEGORY YOU SELECT:

Full Time Student $10.00
Member $2000
Life Member $200.00
Sustaining Member $50.00

Additional Contribution

| am aiso interested in helping the Socety as
a volunteer. Please contact me regarding
volunteer apportunities.

1 would also like to join the Maryland Historical
Society. |am enclosing $25.00 for an individual
membership or $35.00 for husband and wife.

Qur operating support comes from your dues and
contributions.
All contributions qualify for tax deduction.
We appreciate your continued support.

Make checks payabls to PGCHS

Mail Check and Form to:
Prince George's County Historical Society
Post Office Box 14

Riverdale, MD 20738-0014
01-AB40EE0



HOURS OF OPERATION

Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM
and during Special Events
Marietta Tours - Suspended During Restoration
Information - (301) 464-0590

. |
LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY H

e Society is located at Marictta, 5625 Bell Station Road
Gienn Dabe, Maryland, off Route 193, near Route 450.
i lsafa:hlhy oftbc Maryland-National Capital Park and §

s
/ 193 Shd

T R4
MARDTA »

THE GIFT SHOP

items for homes and gift-giving, toys and

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U. S. POSTAGE
PAID
RIVERDALE, MD
PERMIT NO. 1948




NEWS AND NOTES

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

T ———————— e —— OO |
i FEBRUARY 1994 OUR 42ND YEAR VOLUME XX1 NUMBER 2 :

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 1904 , FLYING THE UNFRIENDLY SKIES
3 | EARLY WOMEN AVIATRIXES
President -  Joyce McDonald |
Vice President - John Mitchell » A A
Secrctary - Sarah Boutne I'he Society is pleased to have Doris Rich as our
Treasurer - Jobt B, Bouriie l guest lecturer at the regular monthly meeting on
Historian -  Frederick S. DeMarr S_amrday, Marc.:h 12, beginning at 2:00 PM, in the
Editor - Lester H Sweeting [Jf Lbrary at Marietia. I
Directors - 1994/1995 ’ s o ey ¢
Fugene B. Roberls ‘ Ms. Rich is a historian and the author of two
Julic Bright biographies, one on Amelia Erhardt, perhaps the most
Sarah Moseley | famous woman aviator of the century, and another on |
Bessie Coleman, an African American woman whose
Directors - 1993/1964 desire to fly acroplanes was so great that she travelled
Jane Eagen to Europe for instruction when she was unable to get
Wallis Hall Cain | an Amcrican to teach her,
Florence Riedesel
Past Presidents Come and hear these inspiring stories of courage and
W. C. (Bud) Dutton determination, Ms, Rich has presented lectures in the
John Giannetti Society's Lecture Series and is well regarded. We
Paul Lanham look forward to your presence on March 12
Warren (Dusty) Rhoades

IMPORTANT DATES IN MARCH
Board of Directors Meeting, 10:00 AM, Marietta ,
Society Membership Meeting 2:00 PM, with Doris Rich 1

Tricentenmal Committee Meets, Hyattsville Municipal Building, 7:00 PM




WELCOME 'NEMESIS' SAYS
WASHINGTON POST

Under the date of December 30, 1993, the
Washington Post reported that next summer
work would begin on the $ 125 million
office complex designed (o house the internal
revenue service. Located near the New
Carrolton Metro Station, visitors to the site
will note that, even today, the crest of
"Lord'’s Till" has been drastically reduced
and that an extension of a New Carrolton
Street up and across the hill now provides a
second vehicular approach to the north
portion of the station.

The name "Lord's Hill" denotes an obscure
family living at this spot in the earliest days
of this century. The remains of their two
story cement block house had collapsed iato
the ceflar by 1940, but were still visible at
that time. Memories of the resident family,
however, existed only in the minds of the
oldest Lanham residents. The path of a once
prominent man-made feature of the
landscape, a tracked tramway down the
southern slope of the hill towards the
Ardwick station, could still be seen and
identified by those who were aware of its
origins. Today's Cross Street was the
original access road to the house.

Only one pertinent memory of the Tord
family has come down to posterity.

Corporal William Lord of that family served
in Company G of the Second Maryland CSA
Regiment (together with his boyhood friend,
Private Richard Onion). Both Private Onion
and Corporal Lord was killed at the battle of
Pegram’s Farm on September 30, 1864. In
death they jomned two other boyhood
comrades, Private Benjamin Lanham and
Private Samuel Duval (both killed fifteen
months earlier at Geltysburg).

Sources: "Lanham Centennial Booklet™,
1972, page 7. Confederate Mililary Ilistory,
by Evans, 1899, pages 146 and 150, and
recollections of Paul Lanham of Lanham,
1886-1961.

Submitted by Panl Lankaim, Past President,
PGIES

A WINTER DELIGHT
by Lynn Roberts

On an unbelievably balmy winter aflernoon,
Prince Georgians of all ages were treated (o
a very special entertainment. The Port of
Bladensburg Heritage Dancers visited
Riversdale on Sunday afternoon, February
20 th, where they performed their sprightly
repertoire of 18th century dances. Nearly
100 Prince Georgiang, ranging in age from
five to seventy-five, met with the dancers for
an afternoon of authentic colonial dance,
accompanied by an explanation and
demonstration of appropriate forms of
address and social manners. The
Bladensburg group, outfitted from head to
toe in authentically detailed mid-eighteenth
century garments made by Joyce McDonald,
President ol the Prince George's County
Historical Society, defily performed a set of
dances for the assembled throng  Guests
were then invited to join the group and
received instructions in the intricale sleps
required; youths and seniors both learned to
'circle; 'cast down', "hands across'; and go
'down the middle and back.' The lilting
strains of violins and flutes recalled similar
gay events at Riversdale described in the
letters of Rosalie Stier Calvert, the Mistress
of Riversdale.

The Port of Bladensburg Heritage Dancers
were founded to celebrate the 25(h
anniversary of the founding of Bladensburg




in 1992, Trained by Virginia mernbers of the
Living History Foundation, the Maryland
group has been in such demand that they
have continucd to perform for educational
events, such as ours. Membership in the
Dancers is free and those interested can
attend meetings on the third Wednesday of
each month at the Bladensburg Town Hall.
Come and learn these delightful eightcenth
century dances. The Dancers, it is rumored,
are only an 'unofficial' extension of the Town
of Bladensburg government, since the
Mavor, the Chief of Police and the Town
Administrator all serve as dancers on the
grouy, in addition to performing their civic
duties. Led by Donna Godfrey, who dances
with her husband Jimmy, the group includes
Mayor Susanna Yatman and her husband
Tim, Chief of Police Robert Zeidek and his
wife Fave. Town Administrator Eric
Morscato and his wife Nancy, and Julie Hall.

The music, costumes and dances create a
remarkable ambiance. One might well
porxler "Were not those the faces of people
we have seen in museum collections of 18th
century paintings of our Colonial forebears?"
For a few moments, at least, those who were
at Riversdale felt transported to & backward
glimpse of a lost 'virtual reality.' ENCORE!

Port of Bladensburg
Heritage Dancers

Riversdale
February 20, 1994

NEWS OF ANOTHER DAY

Our good friend and Society member Sandy
Cross has been reading the newspaper and
has been forwarding snatches to us from time
to time. She is making her way through the
Prince George’s Enquirer of 1910 and we
shall continue to mention some tidbits that
she reports as time goes by. A sample
follows:

October 14, 1910 - Proposals for Coal

The Office of County Commissioners of
Prince George's County, Upper Marlboro,
Md. Sealed proposals will be received by the
County Commissioners of P, G. Co. Md. on
Tues. October 18, 1910 . . . for furnishing 60
tons (2240 pounds to the ton) of No. 1 Coal.
45 tons to be delivered at the Court House
and 15 tons to be delivered at the County
Jail. The Board reserves the right to reject
any and all bids. By order of the Board:
TEST: Henry St. J. L. Briscoe, Clerk.

October 14, 1910 Disastrous Fire at Bowie

A disastrous fire fanned by a northeast wind,
burned out the business district of Bowie on
Wednesday night, causing a loss of $50.000,
and threatening every home in the little town,
The signal tower and telegraph wires of the
Pennsylvania Railroad and the wires of the
telegraph companies were burned to the
ground, and for three hours Bowie was cut
off from the rest of the state. No lives were
lost, but a number of employees of the
Pennsytvania Railroad—the men who
practically saved the town from total
destruction--sustained burns on the hands
and blistered faces,




December 2, 1910 Hyattsyille Acroplane
does Two Miles

Rex Smith's newly constructed bi-plane made
several successful flights on the aviation field
at College Park Sunday, the last and best one
yet made being about two miles around the
field at an altitude of 100 feet.

Anthony Janus, Mr. Smith's Machinist, was
in the seat and carried the machine along at
about 40 miles per hour.

Mr. Smith stated that the engine was not
doing its best, and that as soon as this
condition had been corrected and certain
details of the machine perfected, he would
attempt a flight to Washington and return,
about 15 miles.

The star flight was watched by several
hundred people, among them being a number
of aviation enthusiasis. Janus circled the
field twice and made a graceful descent in
front of the large shed where the arcoplane
was assembled.

The Rex Smith Aeroplane company has been
organized, with Victor J. Evans, 4
Washington patent attorney, president,
Rexford W. Smith, the designer and owner
of the machine, secretary and manager; and
C. M. Wells, of this county, treasurer. The
object of the company is to manufacture the
Smith machine. The aeroplane will compete
for some of the big prizes to be offered for
aviation feals in the next fow months.

December 30, 1910  Brevities

The Riverdale Sentinel, owned and published
by Mr. John Risdon, announces its
retirement from the field of county
journalism. The Sentinel has been published
at Riverdale for the past two and one-half

years, and brother Risdon retires with the
knowledge that he has conducted a wide-
awake, bright and newsy sheet.

CONVENOR FOR TCT

W. C. "Bud" Dutton, immediate Past
President of the Society and one of those
who has been very active in the Tricentennial
planning activities for the past year or more,
has agreed to act as ‘convenor’ for the
Tricentennial Citizens Committeo, 1o help us
with its organization and operations. Bud
will work with John Mitchell, Chair of the
committee, and Joyce McDonald. Chair of
the Tricentennial Celebration Committee, to
ensure that the Tricentennial Celebration is a
wonderful opportunity:
® To celebrate the diverse nature of our
County as it bas evolved over the 300
years since it was oflicially
established:

* For neighbors from Laurel to
Accokeek, from Eagle Harbor to
Bowie, to get to know one another;

4 To reflect on the past in order to gain
a greater appreciation for our
heritage and our presenl, and,

% To acquaint our youth with the
significance of our community and 1o
help them develop their own
citizenship and civic responsibility.

Bud has heen interested, both personaily and
professionally, in history for many years, In
graduate school he became aware of
planning and zoning projects to protect
historie structures in such places as Boston
(Beacon Hill), Charleston, SC, and New
Orleans' historic neighborhoods. As a
planner, he recognized the importance of
historic places and events as links to a




MARCH

18T

2ND

8 TH
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APRIL
7TH

EVENT

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
LECTURE SERIES FOR BEGINNERS BEGINS
CONTACT LUCY BLOCKER 301-262-1019

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
REGULAR MELTING, 7:00 PM, GREENBEL' PUBLIC LIBRARY

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY TRICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE
BI-MONTHLY MEETING
HYATTSVILLE MUNICIPAIL BUILDING
4310 GALLATIN STREET, HYATTSVILLE
700 PM

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCTETY
BOARD MEETING 10 AM
REGULAR MCETING 2 PM
'EARLY WOMEN AVIATORS' BY DORIS RICH
MARIETTA

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCTETY
SPRING LECTURE SERIES BEGINS
‘WOMEN OF DISTINCTION IN PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY'
THERESE YEWELL, 6:30 PM MARIETTA

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SPRING LECTURE SERTES
PHYLLIS COX
VENUE TO BE ANNOUNCED, 6:30 PM




APRIL
[3TH

IRTH

21 8T

24TH

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SPRING LECTURE SERIES
ANDRFEWS AIR FORCE BASE - FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY
ROBERT CRAWLEY
MARIETTA, 6:30 PM

TRICENTENNIAL CITIZENS COMMITTEE
OXON HILL LIBRARY, 6200 OXON HILL ROAD
BI-MONTIHLY MEETING, 7:00 PM.

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SPRING LECTURE SERIES
‘MR. LINCOLN'S WASHINGTON'
JOAN CHACONAS
MARIETTA, 6:30 PM

PRINCE GEORGE'S HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ST. GEORGE'S DAY AWARDS
MARLBORO HUNT CLUB
1:00 PM




community’s past--that knowledge of the
past belps in understanding the present and is
important in planning for the future. Asa
consultant, he helped the City of Charleston
protect historic areas through zoning
controls. He was a Staff Director of the
federal National Planning Commission in
1964-65 when they began Lo identify historic
resources in the District of Columbia.
During his tenure on the Prince George's
County Planning Board, a number of historic
sites in the County, including College Park
Airport, Marietta, Oxon Hill Manor and
Darnall's Chance (then called the Buck
House), were saved and the Surrat House
was restored.

Bud's goal is to maintain the momentum that
has been generated so far. The prionty
continues to be outreach efforts to alert and
inform all civic, community, fraternal,
religious and government organizations.
This will continue through mailings, open
meetings, news mediz, a speaker’s bureau
and other outlets.

Bud is looking forward to working with
thosc preparing for the many observations
anticipated for 1996. You may contact him
by leaving a message on his answering
machine at 301-627-6722.

Submitied by Mary Forsht-Tucker.
MEET THE BOARD

The 1994 Board of Directors election
introduced Julie Bright to the Historical
Society. Although she has been active in the
southern part of the County as a leader in the
cffort to create an historic district in
Aquasco, this is her introductory
involvement in the Society.

Juli¢ was born and raised in Baltimore and

attended the University of Maryland before
graduating from Loyola College. For the
past three years, Julic has served as
Headmistress of St. Thomas Parish School in
Croom. In 1981, she and her husband Jay
moved into old St. Mary's Rectory in
Aquasco, where they are ‘one room away'
from completing its renovation.

Tales of motorcycle gangs riding through the
house, a pet sheep that lived in the house,
and elderly parishioners who remember
sliding down the three story banister as
children provided motivation as they labored
on their home. Their own tales include falls
off the roof, trips to the bottom of the well
while tied to a rope, and a kitchen sink drain
emptying directly into the basement, During
the first vears of {his project, Jay was m Law
School, while working in Washington in real
estate development, which included active
involvement in the restoration of the
downtown Greyhound Bus Terminal.

Julie is particularly interested in developing
programs to bring an awareness of our
cultural heritage to young people. She is
already working with the Young Gardeners
of Holy Trinity School to create an herb
garden at Marietta and with the Skarda
Awards Program sponsored by the Society.

Julie and Jay have three young children,
Matthew, Lucinda and William. They love
living in their rural community, with big city
access, where 'the peoplc are always ready to
lend a helping hand or needed tool.”

Sarah Bourne
THE TREASURER NOTES
Welcome to Two New LIFE Members!!

Jane Eagen
Alice U. Skarda




The Treasurer also notes that "Second
Request" member dues invoices for the [994
year are being mailed to those members for
whom payment has not yet been received.
Prompt respenses will be gratefully reccived!

We alson noted that the February 1994
edition of Maryland Magazine lists *Big Tree
Champions of Maryland * Many of the trees
that are cited in the article are in Prince
George's County, and the Basswood (White)
belongs to Honorary Life Member Oden
Bowie.

Submitted by Jack Bourne. Treasurer
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FROM THE ERITOR'S DESK

As we sit here pondering the end of another
month, we wonder if it is possible that
Spring will arrive in March. This certainly
has been a winter to beat all records - in my
book at least. We managed to make it
through - frozen pipes, lack of heating oil,
and all. In out little City of Hyattsville, we
continually witnessed 'random acts of
kindness and senscless acts of beauty’, where
ncighbor checks on neighbor and lends the
helping hand. That is why we live here!

We are also trying to overcome the malaise
that February brings - looking forward to
Spring blooms and the St. Georpe's Day
Dinner on April 24, 1994, at the Marlboro
Hunt Club. Organizers advise us that this
year will feature a couple of surprises, and
better food. We also anticipate the
Hyattsville House Tour on May 15,

The Librarian of the family has been reading
more books and will return with her usual
"From the Bookshelf" next issue. We are
also receiving additional pieces from
members of the Society which can be
tncluded in the monthly newsletter. At the
Board's relreat carlier this month, it was
decided that News and Notes should always
contain at least one historical piece. While 1
shall endeavor to achieve that goal, T would
also request that those members of the
Society who have items which they would
like to share, either family reminicences,
unpublished pieces, or previously published
items, please forward them to The Editor, at
the Saciety’s mailing address shown
¢lsewhere herein. | am not able to produce
onginal manuseripts of an historical nature
myself, because 1 simply do not have the
time to devote to research and writing of
such items.

For the benefit of all who would like to
contribute to News and Notes, the Editor
would note that the due date for submissions
for the next issue is March 15, 1994, Thank
you,

Lester Sweeting




PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC

PUBLICATIONS ORDER

_ Prince George's County: A Pictorial History
by Alan Virta. £29.95 plus tax
$1.50, plus ssh $2.00.

Calvert of Margland, $6.25 (rax
incl.) plus $0.55 s&h.

Allas of Prince George's County, $5.00
pius $0.25 tax, plus 36.50 sgh.

_ Indexes of Church Registers, 2 vols.
$20.00 plus $1.00 tax, plus $2.50
sah,

Chesapeake Bay of Yore, §25.00 plus
$1.25 tax, plus $1.00 ssh.

Lanham Centennizl, $4.0¢ plus $0.20

tax plus $0.55 sgh.

_ Berwyn Heights, $3.00 pius $0.15
teéx, plus $0.3%5 sih.

‘_(‘“valaric! Duvall Bicgra l» v 53,00 plus

5C.05 tax, plus $0.35 ssgh.

FireCall, by Francis %, Geary,
$5.00 plus $.25 tax, plius $1.00
s&h.

History of Beltaville, $4.00 vlus $0.20
tax, plus $0.55 s&h,

Please forward the above checked
publications. Full payment
iPayable to PGCHS) is snciosed.

MNarme

Address

City =
Tel. No. -

State Zip

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HIETORICAL 30OCIETY, INC.
Annual Membership Application

Dale

Name

Aclllt\‘st‘

City, Statc, Zip
Te]ephonc-Homc_-_-

Business - -

Please indicale whether this is a new
mcm]:cmlﬁp or a renewal

New " Rencwal

CHECK APPROPRIATE CATEGORY

_Fun Time Student $10.00
__ Member $20.00
_Life Member $200.00
Sustaining Mem ber $50.00
Additional Contrihution $

_ T am also interested in ]uelping the Society
as a volunteer. Please contact me regarding
voluntecr opportunitics.

_ T would aleo like to join the Maryland
Historical Society. I am enclosing $235 for
an individual membership or $35 for hushand
and wife.

Qur operaling support comes from your dues
and contributions, All conteihutions may be
tax deductible, We appreciate your continued
support.
Plcase make checks payable to PGCHS

Mail Payments to:PGCHE, PO Box 14,

Riverdale, Md 20738-0014.
Tel 301-464-0590



HOURS OF OPERATION
Library Saturdays 12 - 4 PM
and during special events

Marietta Tours - Suspended Until
Further Notice - Information 301-464-
0590

THE SOCIETY GIFT SHOP

Features a Tasteful Collection of
Handcrafted Items for Home and Gift-
giving, Toys and Games lor Children,
small antiques, Historical Society
Publications and souveniers of Historic
Maricrta.

Call 301-464-0590 for Gilt Shop Hours,

INCE GEDRGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ST OFFICE BOX 14
ERDALE MARYLAND 20738-0014

LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY

The Society is located at Marietta, 5624
Bell Station Read, in Glenn Dale, MD, ofl
Route 193, near Route 450, Thisis a
facility of the Maryland National Park and
Planning Commission

NON PROFTT ORG
U. S. POSTAGE
PAID
RIVERDALE, MD
PERMIT NO. 1948




NEWS AND NOTES

‘ PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORTCAL SOCIETYV

—— |

iARCll 1994 OUR 42ND YIZAR VOLUME XX1 NUMBER 3 [
r —_————— — — —— — ———— I ————————
BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 1994 ST. GEORGE'S DAY DINNER
President - Jovee McDonald The Society is pleased to announce our anmugl St.
Vice President - John Mitchell George's Day dinner and awards ceremony. This wall
Scerctary - Sarah Bourne take place at the Marlborough Hunt Club on Apnil 24,
Historian -  Frederick S. DeMarr y
I Editor - Lester H, Sweeting || The $t. George's Day Awards will be presented on
| this occasion. In addition, the Prince George's
Directors - 1994/1995 i County Hall of Fame will make its annual presentation
Fugene B. Roberts as well
Julic Bright —— ) _
Sarah Moseley Invitations are in the mail for members and guests.
Directors - 1993/1904 | We are sure that each of you who look forward to this
Jane Eagen annual event will have an excellent Sunday afternoon.
Wallis Hall Cain , L ;
l Florence Riedesel The Board of the Socicty hopes you will join us. |
. Past Presidents i Look in this space next month for an anmouncement
W. C. (Bud) Dutton of the selectees for the prestigious St. George's Day
John Giannetti Awards, and information on the 1994 Hall of Fame
Warren (Dusty) Rhoades |

IMPORTANT DATES TN APRIL
APRIL 7 PHYLLIS COX LECTURE, MARIETTA, 6:30 PM
APRIL 13 ROBERT CRAWLEY ON ANDREWS AFB, MARIETTA, 6:30 PM
APRIL 18 TRICENTENNIAL CITIZENS COMMITTEE, OXON HILL LIBRARY 7
PM
| APRIL 24 ST. GEORGE'S DAY DINNER, MARLBOROUGH HUNT CLUB, 1:00 PM ’

Paul Lanham honoree. |
|
|




NEW PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION
FORMED IN RIVERDALEL

In February, 1994, the Historic Preservation
Committee of the Riverdale Town Center
Revitalization Project became the Riverdale
Preservation Association (RPA). The
Association's purpose 1S to promote
Riverdale's historic residential and
commetcial resources through education and
marketing, to be an information clearing
house for historic home owners, to advise
the Town of Riverdale on real estate and
development matters that affect the town’s
historic areas. In addition to working
towards historic site and historic district
designation, members are working to
promote the town's historic heritage through
historic house tours, a hands-on children's
museum, a pictorial history of Riverdale at
the new MARC station building, and other
events,

One of the many celebrations to mark
Riverdale's 75th anniversary in 1995, the
Association is currently orgeamzing & Holiday
House Tour to be held in December 1994,
Sharon Sweeting of the Hyattsville
Preservation Assaciation recently attended a
RPA meeting and gave members guidelines
(and encouragement) on how to run a
historic house tour. Also, many RPA
members are working on publishing a history
book for the 75th anniversary, which should
be off-press in June, 1995.

Because Riverdale's neighborhoods feature
many types of homes, the RPA wants to
attract members from diverse backgrounds,
not just the people who own ‘historic' homes.
Any one interested in preservation is
welcome to join this volunteer group. More
than 2,000 RPA applications went to town
residents and business owners in the March
issue of the Riverdale Towwn Crier, the

official newsletter, and memberships are
pouring in. Many RPA members are also
members of the Riversdale Historical Society
and the Association expects to forge a close
associalion with Riverdale's ‘other’
preservation association.

For further information, please call Chris
Davis, acting president, at 301-277-6615
(residence) or 202-336-8269 (office). The
Association address is ¢/o Riverdale Town
Hall, 5008 Queensbury Road, Riverdale, MD
20737

Chris Davis

TREASURER'S NOTES - MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members:

CHRISTINE DAVIS AND ED JAYNES
RAYMOND N. ZIMMERMAN, JR.
MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM B.
DICKENSON

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
BEVERLY B, SEELEY
WELCOME ALL!

John B. Bourne

FROM THE BOOKSHELF

Part historical novel, part spy thriller,
and part focal history lesson, Emille
Benson Knipe and Alden Arthur Kaipe's
LOST--A BROTHER, published in Rew
York by the MacMillan Company in 1928,
is m wholy charming, enjoyable read. The
venue ia the Widow Martin'a Indian
Queen Tavern, next to the Geosge
Washington House, on the post road
between Washington and Baltimore, in




Bladensburg, Maryland, and the time, the
carly years of the nineteenth century --
early spring of eighteen-hundred and
fourteen to be cxact. The three Martin

(whose missing brother is one Mart
Martin, gone since May Day, 1808)
maintain the inn in his absence. He
supposedly ran away to sea since "a man
ought to see the World" and was abducted
by a British . The tale is also
peopled with Captain Joshua Barncy,
Commodoare of the American fleet and
the Chesapeake Bay flotilla, Captain Hull
of the American frigate "Constitution"
aad his namesake, an English sheep dog
{called Cappie for short) bred by Mr.
Tayloe of Mount Airy and the capital's
now Octagon House. Cappie is Nancy
Lon's constant companion and devoted
follower. Other characters area
"seemingly” blind peddler called Madame
Fifine, who is keenly intecrested in
American froop movements; a young
companion to the empresscd Mart - Kit
Robbins, and Hegroes called Asis and
Mammy Juno,

The story is woven around these
characters and the historical eveats of
the period including the defenders of the
Bladensburg Road and the burning of
Washington. The intrigue lasts to the
final chapters entitled "The Luckiest Man
Alive” and "Mrs. Fife’'s Confounding" but
this review must end before all the
secrets arc divulged!

Sharon Howe Sweeting

EXHIBITION OPENING

"WARFARE IN 18TH CENTURY AMERICA:
A SHOWCASE OF THE SOCIETY OF
THE CINCINNATI COLLECTIONS"

Opening April 8 and running unfil September
10, 1994, Is on exhibit worth seeing in
Washington,

Drawing on its extensive museum and library
collections, the Soclety of the Cinclnnati has
put together a comprehensive and uniquely
ilustratad exhibiticn on warfare in the days of
the musked, the horse and the pike. The
exhibition will open to the public on Friday,
Aprll B, 1994 ot Anderson House, Natienal
Headquarters, Museum and Library of the
Society of the Cincinnatfi.

The Founders of the Society were, as the
exhibitien catalogue points out, themselves
eminently successful practitioners of the art
of 18th Centurywoarfare, for 1t was the force
of arms that procured American
indepandance.

Following that victory, officers of the
Caontinental Line formed the Soclety of the
Cincinnati with General George Washington
as their first Prasident General. Thek purpose
was 1o preserve the rights and fiberties for
which they had fought, to promote national
honer, and to perpetuate the cordlal
affection that existed among members by
assisting one ancther in times of need.

The Society's membership Is today
composed of descendants of those who
founded If, and from that the museum and
[orary collections derive much of ther
uniqueness and historical richness  Families
that have for generations treaswred arfifacts
associatad with ancestors of the
Revolullonary War perlod have In many
cases subsequently bequeathed those
he¥lecoms to the Anderson House collections.
In the new exhibilion are items noteworthy
not only for their infinsic interest, but also for
their assoclation with prominent figures of
the Revolution,



Among thesa are a pek of silver mountead
pistols presented by Gereral Washington to
Coleonal leseph Ward; and an eagle badge,
emblematic of membership in the Sociely of
the Cinclnnafi, presented by Washington to
his gide-de-camp, Lieutenant Colenel Tench
Trghman; and a par of gold field epauleftes
warn by alexandear Hamllton during his
service ds secretary and confidential aide to
General Washington.

Tweo letters of General Washington are of
pariicular Interest, The liisl, following on d
late January 1783 visii to the Maryland
Detagcnmeni, then encamped nedr
Newburgh, New York, crlficized the
appearance of the unit and Its campsite In
stringent terms. Two weeks later, Washington
retumed to assess what progress had been
made Inresponse to his eariier critique.
Finding things much impraved, he wrote
again to the commander. Major Thomas
Lansdale, to complement him. Both letters
are in Washington's cwn hand,
demonsirating the greot impertance he
aitached to proper care of the soldier.
Many maps, drawings, manuscriots, early
and rare beoks ond documents, parirals,
fraarms, swords, models, accoutrements,
arficles af uniform, and other objects relating
fo the period are included In this exhibition,
a well integrated showease of the ool and
techniques of 18th Century warfare. Or.
Lewis Sorley, a Weast Point graduate and
professional soidler, is serving as guest
curataor,

The Exhiblfion "Warfare in |8th Century
America: A Showcase of the Society of the
Cincinnati Collectlons”, which runs through
September 10, 1994, Is open to the public
free of charge Tuesday through Sundays
from 1:00 to 4:00 PM (closed national
nolidays and during Society meetings), at
Anderson House: National Headquarlers,
Museurmn and Urary, 2118 Massachusetts
Avenue NW, Washington, two blocks west of
DuPon! Clicie stop on Mefra's Red Une.
lHustrated catalogues may be cbtained by
mai! for $5, postpaid from the Soclety of the
Cincinnatl, ot Anderson House.

Katnleen Betls

EDUCATING
EDUCATORS

The Society, under the able
direction of President Joyoce
McDonald and Board Member
Jane Eagen, and with the
assistance of Kathy Allen of
the History Division of the M-
NCPPO, has spent the pasi
month presenting a series of
lectures on the history and
historical Importance of
Prinoce George's County for
Prince George's County Publio
Sohool Teachers. This
program, whioch carries with it
the blessing of the Sohool
Administrators and which also
provides continuing eduocation
credits for the teachers (a
requirement for them under
Maryland rules) consists of a
series of lectures on a varlety
of toplos,

This is the second year the
Society has sponsored suoh
an event, and, based on the
feedback provided by the
participants, there will be
more next year. Most
observers feit that this was a
very worthwhile endeavor and
one that should be expanded
both in content and in socope.
Congrafulations to those
whose hard work continues to
pay off for the Sooletyl!

EARLY RECOLLECTIONS OF WASHINGTON

Tn 1866, Christian Hines, then 83 vears of age, wrote &
book entitled "Early Recollections of Woshniggon."”
Washinglon was where Tincs bad Tived sace 1800,
Reprinted in 1981 through the elloris of the Juoxw
Lengue of Washingtoo, which owns the carreal
copyright, the uriginal of the sanuseript is in i
collection of the Columbix 1istoricnd Society. The
followmp, is aa cxcerpl from flye reprinted version. i
copy of which was Jouncd to your edidor by Joyee
McDunald.



DAVY BRIRNS
OR THE YOUNG HEIRESS

‘Ihe landowners 10 what is now called Washington
City, previois 1o its becoming e scut of goverament.
were mestly in bat indiflerent circumstances io lite,
somethiag like the rest of the small farmers aroond and
withio 2 fow miles of Georgetown. Amonp, those who
were largely honcted by the scat of government being
tesnsfereed (o this District was Davy Bummss. In fact he
was immenscly benetitted by the chunge, for now one
lot of ground of wlich he was possessed, would have
sold for as much as a whole acre would have bought a
few vears hetore His land, 1 believe, exteoded from
the old farm-house o where Vanoess's Mausolenn
was erecled, besides including &1l of the low grounds
sonth of the President's Honse, as far, perhaps, as
Carusi's =aloon, atong and ncross Pennsylvaniz avenne
1o und beyond where his brother, Tosnmy Bucs,
oceupied mid caltivated a sumll farm. T belicve it cven
cxtcaded to Scventh strect. However, by this change,
be became what people call a rich [anmer, nsd as such
be was allerwards knewa. New, the only child that
Davy Binaz had wes a daughtcr namcd Marcia, who, at
that time, might have been about sixteen years of ape,
and was just springmg into womunhood. | only
recollect seeing ber onve when shie was single, sl this
was, I think, in 1798, T had just rcmracd from school
and was standing at the door of the resideoee of Mr.
CGreen. wath whom | then Lived, when o young mem aud
voung lady rede up to fhe door of Mrs. Groen's miilliner
shop. The yoaag lady jumped feom her horse and went
into the housc Lo buy something, or to have her
measure 1aken, aud the young monn wos lell at (e door
with the borse notil she retoried, when she remonnted,
and they rode off togethes.  After thoy had gone. 1
beard. by the conversation of the family. whe the
parties were, The voung lady was Miss Marvis Burns,
the rich heiress, az she was called, and the young s
was her cousin, named Moses Omme, What cansecs me
10 recollect so well that this was in the vear 1798, is the
{wet that I weat fo school m Georpretown in that vear.
and i tbe yeor followmyg my fnther moved 1o the city.

Miss Marcis Bums was, perhaps. more talked of than
any other female in the District of Columbia st that
e, Almest every person beard of the rich voung
heiress, Miss Marcia Buns, ad many yousg men were
desirous of making her sequaintance. but most of thesn
lacked the courage. Sowme fow, who were in good
cironmstances. made the attempt to gain the prize, hut
withou! snceess. Jtwas resenved for a yvoung
pundlemin of New York 1o be the successful candidate.

I 1899 e Govermnen! was removed to Washington

and in the ssame vear the first session of Congress was
held here, when it was ascertained that
accommodations suitable for members of Congress
were very scarce. |be members and others who came
on with the Government appeared to be very much
dissntisfied with the plsce. The comparison (hey drew
between this place and Philadelphia was, by no means,
complimeatary to us. At that tme there were but few
places i the oity suitable for menrbers to board at,
Some of thern went to Georgetown and boarded at the
Unson Lavern (sow Union botel,) some stopped at the
Six and Scven Buildings and others in parts of the city
where they could find accormmwdations. The
discontient which prevailed among them was so great
that it was feared e scat of government would be
removed from Washington. [n fad, T behisve the
atternpt was made, but forfunately failed. At Jength
they becume a littke more recoaciled, and detcrmined to
reta here. Among the familics to which the
members would resort of an evening, (especially the
vounger ones,) 1o speml o few hours m social
vonversition, was thst! of Davy Bums. Here would
assemble mostly the vonng and singlc members, nearly
all of them being attracted thitber by the ohwnms of the
rich young heiress, Maroie Bums, Ameong thess was a
voumg member from New York, by the name of Joho
P. Vamess, & porson of prepossessing appearance and
refined manncrs, who proposed marriage o Miss
Buros, was acoepted, and marmed her; and thus the Jats
Geoerul Jobm P, Vaaness becaune the hosband of Miss
Marcia Barns, the rich heiress of her father, Davy
Buras, and the posscasor of the vast mumber of bots m
the City of Washington, which were formerly styled
DBurns’ (urm.

Aftee this Mr. Vaancss becamc a citizen of
Washmgton, and finding the old farm-house o small
und incommoxdions, he boill a two-story brick bouse ou
the comer of I and Twelith sireets, where he resided
with ris family antil the msnsion house near the old
home-stead was completod. He then removied to this
and where be resided until his death.

Genersl ). P. Vanness hod filked all of the ugh offices
that were m the power of the citzens of Washington to
bestow upon bim. 1 believe he had but one child,
which died in infancy. His wifc died some years before
him, and their bodies were deposited in the Mansolcum
in the old family bural grounds of Tommy Burns.
decensed,

Fet Nare, The Ponnves Mansion occapeed Ihe sife now oeowpeed by
the Pan Amorican Uniow, and was desigred by iewicamin LaTrobe
in J816 daran dhed ir 18372 alchefarn. The Afauselanm wae
rolacaied ta Dak il i Genvgatoun



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
TTH SPRING LECTURE SERIES
PHYLLIS COX

HARMONY HALL REGIONAL CENTER, 6:30 PM

13TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SPRING LECTURE SERIES
ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE - FIFTIETIT ANNIVERSARY
ROBERT CRAWLEY
MARIETTA, 630 PM

18 TH TRICENTENNIAL CITLZENS COMMITTEE
OXON HILIL LIBRARY, 6200 OXON HILL ROAD
BI-MONTHLY MEETING, 7:00 PM.

21 ST PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SPRING LECTURE SERIES
'MR, LINCOLN'S WASHINGTON'
JOAN CHACONAS
MARIETTA, 6:30 PM

24 TH PRINCE GEORGE'S HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ST GEORGE'S DAY AWARDS
MARLRBRORO HUNT CLUB
1:00 PM

MAY
4TH PRESERVATION WEEK RECEPTION, NEWTON WHITE MANSION, 5:00 PM

9TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD
MEETING, 1¢:00 AM, MARIETTA

STH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, FEATURING DON CREVELING
WHO WILL TALK ABOUT THE LAUREL CASKET
A SIGNTFICANT ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIND, 2:00 PM




PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC

PUBLICATIONS ORDER

_ Prince George's County: A Pictorial Hislory
by R_an Virta. $29.95 plus tax
$1.50, plus s&h $2.00,

Calver! of hia_nglgnxugl, 56,95 (Lax
incl,) plus 50,55 s&h.

.Al]uu of Prince Goorge's Counly, $5.00
plus $0.25 tax, plus $0.50 s&h.

Indexes of Church Regielers, 2 vols.
82C.00 plus $£1.00 tax, p.us $2.50
s&h.,

-___Cllcsupuulm Bay of Yore, 525,00 pius
$1.23 Ltax, »lus $1.00 =&h.

Lanham Centennial, $4.00 plus $0.20
tax plus $0.55 s&h.

Berwyn Heights, $3.00 plus $0.15
tax, plus $0.35 s&h.

Clabriel D,tx\_tnll_Bicngrnp}\)', $1.00 plus
$0.05 tazx, plus $C.35 ssh.

Fire Call, by Francis ¥. Geary,
$5.0C nlus $.25 tax, »nlus $1.00
sah.

History of Beligville, $4.00 pius $0.20
tax, plus $0.55 suh.

Please “crward the above checked
putlicationa. Fuall payment
imayable o PGCHS) is enclosed.

Nare

Fudd ress
ity =
al. No. =

Staze_ Zip

—_— 7 r—

THANK YCOU FCR YOUR OXDER

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
Annual Membership Application

Date
Name
Address
Cily, Slate, Zip
Telephone-Home_ - -
Business - -
Please indicate whether this is 3 new

memhers]ﬁp o a rencwal

New

i Renewal

CHECK APPROPRIATE CATEGORY

Full Time Student $10.00
 Member $20.00
_ Life Member $200.00
___ Buslaining Member $50.00
Additional Contribution ¢

I am also interested in helping the Society
as a volunteer. Please conlact me regarding
volunteer opportunitiea.

__T'would also like to join the Maryland
Historical Society. Tam enclosing $25 for
an individual membership or $35 for hushand

and wife.

Qur operating support comes from your dues
and contributions. All contributions may be
tax deductible. We appreciate your continued
support.

Please make checke payable to PGCHS
Mail Payments to:PGCHS, PO Box 14,
Riverdale, Md 20738-0014.
Tel 3014640590




HOURS OF OPERATION
Libraryv: Satordays 12 - 4 PM
and during special events

Marietta Tours - Suspended Until
Further Notice - Information 301-464-
n590

THE SOCIETY GIFT SHOP

Features a Tasteful Collection of
Handcrafted Items for Home and Gifi-
giving, Toys and Games for Children,
small antiques, Historical Society
Publications and souveniers of Historic
Manetta

Call 301-464-059%0) for Gift Shop Hours,

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
POST OFFICE BOX 14
RDALE MARYLAND 20738-0014

DATED MATERIAL

LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY

The Society is located at Marnetta, 5624
Rell Station Road, in Glenn Dale, MD, off
Route 193, near Route 450 Thisis a
facility of the Maryland National Park and
Planning Commission

NON-PROFTT ORG
U S POSTAGE
PAID
RIVERDALE. MD
PERMIT NO, 1944




 NEWS AND NOTES

e —

APRIL 1994

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 1994

President - Joyee McDonald
Vice President - John Mitchell
Scerctary - Sarah Boune
Treasurer - John B. Bourne
Historian -  Frederick S. DeMarr
Editor - Lester H. Sweeting

Directors - 1994/1995
Fugene B. Roberts
Julic Bright
Sarah Moseley

Directors - 1993/1994
Jane Eagen
Wallis Hall Cain
Florence Riedesel

Past Presidents
W. C. (Bud) Dutton
John Giannetti
Paul Lanham
Warren (Dusty) Rhoades

— . — —]

COUNTDOWN TO TRICENTENNIAL

The Marlborough Hunt Club on April 24, 1994, was
the scene of the celebration of the 298 TH birthday of
Price George's County's founding by the Maryland
Colomial Legislature.

The St. George's Day Awards, which have become a
centerpiece of this event, were presented to the
following honorees:

FLIZABETH ALLEN

A. PIERCE MIDDLETON

ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
BELTSYILLE

RICHARD AND CAROL CISSEL

ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
BRANDYWINE

PORT OF BLADENSBURG HERITAGE
DANCERS

DAVID P. FOGLE

JEAN HAHN

made its annual portrait presentation.

IMPORTANT DATES IN MAY

i MAY 4,

ANNUAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH CELEBRATION,

NEWTON WHITE MANSION, 6:30 pm

I MAY 14
MAY 14

P GCHS BOARD MEETING, 10:00 AM, MARIETTA
PGCHS GENERAL MEETING, MARIETTA, 2 PM




WHO WAS WHO
ON RALSTON AVENUE
HYATTSVILLE

While delving through files at the Historic
Preservation Section recently, | came across
copies of Nelson's Suburban Directory of
Maryland and Virgimia Towns Adjacent to
the District of Columbia ! made
photocopies of both the 1912-1913 edition
(apparently the earliest) and the 1923 edition
as they relate to Hyattsville, Since we now
live on what was then Ralston Avenue, |
thought I'd share with you the information I
discerned about those who lived on that
street as reflected in these records | should
point out that there is a significant difference
between the two editions. in that the earlier
one fails to provide house numbers, but only
list the address as "Ralston Ave. nr Wine
Av." or a similar location, Some detective
work on my part can lead to identification of
the current residences where these people
lived.

Shortly after my visit to the Historic
Preservation Section, I spent a couple of
hours at the Hyattsville Branch of the Prince
George's County Public Library and located
the 1900 and 1910 United States' Census
Data, which is on microfilm at the Branch in
the newspaper room. These are, of course,
even better sources of information about our
predecessors. [ would have started with the
1890 Census, but. alas, thuse records were
destroved before they could be microfilmed

The methodology for locating our former
Ralston Avenue residents differed slightly, in
that there is a soundex available for 1900,
which is not available for 1910, Thus,
begmning with what I knew, that Lewis
Holden lived in my residence (having built it
in 1897), T began with the soundex. Under
this method, one takes the Jast name.

Halden, remove all vowels, and applies a
fairly simple key ta the consonants. 1thus
found that Holden would be represented by
H435 in the index. Perusing the Microfilm
Index. 1 found both Lewis Holden and
Frederic A. Holden, his next door neighbor,
and thus was able to find that Ralston
Avenue's residents were all contained at V.
37. Enumeration District 92, Sheet 5, of the
census enumeration, These. based on the
film copies, were large tally sheets containing
aboat 100 lines and 34 columns. The
information on each person included
Location {street, number (not often), number
of dwelling in arder of visit, number of
farnily in order of visitation, Name, Relation
(Head, Wife, Son, Daughter, etc } Color or
race. Sex. Date of birth (month and year),
age at last birthday, marital status, number of
years married, mother of how many children,
number of living children, where person was
born, where father was born, where mother
was born, Citizenship, including year of
immigration, number of years living in US
and naturalization; Occupation, trade or
profession for each person 10 or over,
months not employed, Education, months
(years) of schooling, cun read, can write, can
speak English, etc. The categories for 1910
were altered slightly. but present a picture of
the resident for posterity.

¥or instance, Lewis F Holden, who built the
Holden-Sweeting House, was, in 1900, a
White male. bora in the Pistrict of Columbia
in August, 1862, of parents wha were borm
in Massachusetts (Father) and Rhode 1sland
(Mother) respectively, and, at the age of 37,
married (for 9 years) to Mary V. Holden
(born in West Virginia in February 1870),
and had two daughters, Losraine C., bom in
Maryland in July of 1892, and Margaret I
born in January 1900 in the District of
Columbia Holden was a Bookbinder, fully
employed, who read and wrote English,




Mrs. Holden had, according to the records,
another child who had passed away. In
addition, the Holden's employed a servant,
Lucy Dare, a single Black female from
Virginia (her parents both having been born
in Virginia as well). Lucy did not read or
write English, although she could, of course,
spepk the language.

Who clse was listed as living on Ralston
Avenue, based on the Directories and what
do the Census Recarids reflect about these
pecple?

Aman, Joseph W. (J. W. Aman & Co) woed,
coul and roofing - lived on Ralston at Luttrell
Avenue, This was apparently at the
intersection of what is now 41st Avenue and
Gallatin Street, The 1912-1913 edition fails
to list any relations, but the 1923 edition
shows Helen and Dorothy (who was a clerk)
living at this location as well, Based on the
1910 Census records, however, we see that
Joseph, who was 46 years old, shared the
residence with his wife of 19 vears, Lucy,
who was 43, and their four children: sons
Joseph S, 18 and George, then 3; and
daughters Dorothy, 13; and 10 year old
Helen. Mrs. Aman had lost no children in
infancy.

Anderson, Lydia B. the widow of J. L.
Anderson, hived at % 7 Ralston Avenue in
1923, She is not listed in the 1910 Census.

Listed in the 1910 Census as a boarder in the
home of Clifford Herring, a 40 year old
bachelor from Wisconsin, 1Terman
Beckenstrater, a clerk, livixd on Ralston Ave,
near Wine Ave. (now 42nd Avenue). He
was still there in 1913, but had apparently
moved by 1923, Census records show that
he was Professor of Horticulture at the
Marvland Agriculture College.

9 Ralston Avenue was, in 1923, home to
Harry A Boswell (of Carr Bros. & Boswell
{the local grocery store on Maryland Avenue
- now Baltimore Boulevard, Rte 1)) and to
Mary J. Bowler. Neither were listed in the
earlier Census records.

Helen T. Breneman lived at 2 Ralston Ave.
in 1923.

Victor K. Chestnut, who worked at the
Department of Agriculture, lived on Ralston
Avenue, near Luttrell Avenue in 1913 In
1923, we learn that Victor was a chemist,
while Olive 8. Chestnut (possibly his wife)
was a clerk at the Treasury, and their son,
Frank T, was 4 student. None of these
people appear in the 1910 Census records as
residents of Ralston Avenue.

Dr. R. Eugene Dyer made his home at 18
Ralston Avenue in 1923.

Patent Office clerk Ellen M, Estabrook, or
Esterbrook, lived on Ralston, near Wine
Avenue in 1913, but had moved by 1923,
The 1910 Census reveals that she was 68,
and lived with her surviving daughter,
Dorothy Galt, then 18, who was married to
23 year old Dwight B. Galt. Frank I, Galt's
widow, Mary E. Galt, at 46 the Head of the
Household, lived there also with her sons
Dwight B. Galt, a draftsman, and Frank T.
Galt, a clerk. By 1923, we lose sight of
Mary and Dwight and the remaining Galt
family, but Frank had moved to 7 Block
strect and was a clerk at the Shipping Board.

Johnson L. Garrett, 2 compositor, lived st 7
Ralston Avenue in 1923,

Jacob K. Hammer, a 'clerk dist’ (possibly
with the District of Celumbia government?)
lived on Ralston near Wine in 1913. By
1923, he had changed his name to J. Keller




Hammer, but still resided at 17 Ralston
Avenue.

Frederick A. Holden was living on Ralston.
near Wine in 1913, As he was the first
owner of the Holden House, now owned by
Carter and Katrina Brandon, we can locate
this house with some precision. Frederic
(there are various spellings) was employed in
the Federal Government's General Land
Office until he retired, and had served as a
Hyattsville Town Commissioner in the
1880s. His sen. John G Holden, who
owned the house by 1913, was listed as an
auditor in the 1913 Directory. The 1923
Directory lists John G Holden at 8 Ralston
Avenue, with whom lived Dorothy, his
daughter; John C. Holden, his son who was
then a student; and Paxton Holden, another
son, who was a clerk,

The Census records reveal much more about
this family of Holdens. Frederic A Holden
was born in July of 1830, and his wife, Ellen,
whom he married in 1855, was born in
October, 1830. Mrs. Holden passed away
sometime between 1900 and 1910.

John G. Holden, born in 1869 in
Washington, DC, was married in 1895 to 25
vear-old Gertrude (as of 1900) and they had
one daughter. Dorothy P, who was then 2.
By 1910, they had added two boys to the
family, the above-mentioned John C., born
1901, and Paxton, bern 1904,

Since the 1900 Census lists Lewis I.
Holden's parents (but not by name) as having
been born in Rhode Island and
Massachusetts, and Frederic was born in one
and Gertrude in the other, we can surmise
properly that Frederic was the father of
Lewis, as we have suspected for some time

(We have contacted R, Eugenia Walters, a

former resident of the Frederie Holden
House. to see if she will share her
reminiscences with us about Hyattsville and
the house. We will report on our findings at
another time.)

Mary M. Johnson, & domestic, lived on
Ralston, near Wine, in 1913, bul does not
appear in the 1910 Census or the 1923
edition of the Directory.

Two men named Charles H. Long, one a
telephone operator, the other of no
discernible employment, lived on Ralston
near Luttrell in 1913 The 1923 Directory
lists a Charles 1. Long, employed at the
Bureau of Printing, at 19 Ralston Avenue.
The 1900 Census lists Charles H. Long as
Head of the Household, which also consisted
of his wife, Annie, and their two children,
Anni¢ M. and Charles H Mr. Long listed
himself as a ‘plate ponter.'

Harmon A Munson. no occupation shown,
wias another resident of Ralston Avenue near
Wine Avenue in 1913, but, again, he is not
listed in the 1923 edition

Another 1913 resident of the Luttrell end of
Ralston Avenue was farmer Henry M. Spohr.
He appears in the 1923 edition as well, but
no house number is given

We continue to decipher these handwritten
records, that provide an interesting glimpse
into the past. As time allows, we may
address other streets in Hyattsville, or
venture into the latest set of records available
from the Bureau of the Census, those for
1920 which were released to public research
in 1990 They are a treasure trove of data

Les Sweeting



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MAY
4TH PRESERVATION WEEK RECEPTION, NEWTON WITITE MANSION, 5:00 PM

14TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD
MEETING, 10:00 AM, MARIETTA

14T PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, FEATURING DON CREVELING
WHO WILL TALK ABOUT THE LAUREL CASKET
A SIGNIFICANT ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIND, 2:00 PM

15TH HISTORIC HYATTSVILLE IOUSE TOUR
HYATTSVILLE MUNICIPAL BUILDING
4310 GALLATIN STREET
| TO 5 PM, CALL 301-927-4514

JUNE

11TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD
MEETING, 10:00 AM, MARTETTA

11TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP MELTING, 2:00 PM, MARIETTA
ANNUAL SKARDA AWARDS
TOPIC TO BE ANNOUNCED

13th TRICENTENNTAL CELEBRATION TRUST- CITIZENS COMMITTEE MEETS
7:00 PM AT BOB HALL WAREHOUSE, LPPER MARI.BORO




PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC

PUBLICATIONS ORDER

Prirce Geongds County: A Pictorial History
by Alan Virta. $29.95 plus tax
$:.50, plus s&h 52,00,

 Calvert of Maryland, $6.95 (tax
inct.) plus $0.55 ssh.

Allas of Prince George's Counly, $5.00
pius 50.25 tax, plus $0.30 sé&h.

Indexes ol Church Registers, 2 vols.
$20.00 plus $1.00 tax, plus $2.50
s&h.

Chesapeaxe Bay of Yore, $25.C0 plus
$1.25 zax, plus 51.00 s&h.

Lanham Centenoial, $4.00 plus $0.20
tax nlus $0.55 sé&h.

 Berwyn Heighls, $3.00 plus $0.15
tax, plus $9.35 sah.

(lnhgd Duvall B!Ogmphy $1.00 plus
50,05 rax, plus $0.35 s&h.

Fire Qél_lf
$5.00 plus
s5&M.

by ¥rancis X. Geary,
5.25 tax, plus $1.0¢C

Hislorv of Bellsville, $4.60 pius $0.20
Lax, plus $0.55 s&h,

Please “crwarcé the above checked
publications. #ull payment
{(pavacle —o PGCHEZ) is enclosed.

Nane o
Address M
City _State_ Zip
Tl N = =

THANK YOU FCR YOUR ORDER

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
Annual Membership Application

Date

Name

Address

City, State, Zip
Telephone-Home - -

—

Business - -

Please indicate whether this is a new
mcmltenhip or a renewal
New ____ Renewal

CHECK APPROPRIATE CATEGORY

__Full Time Student $10.00

__ Member $20.00
L:fc Member $200.00
___ Sustaining Member $50.00

Additional Contribution $

__am also interested in helping the Society
as a volunteer. Please contact me regarding
volunteer opporiunities.

T would also like to join the Maryland
Historical Society. [ am cnclos 425 for
an individual membership or $35 for hushand

and wile.

Qur operaling support comes from your dues
and contributions. All contributions may be
tax deductible. We appreciate your continued
support.
Please make checks payable to PGCHS
Mail Payments to:PGCHS, PO Box 14,
Riverdale, Md 20738-0014,
Tel 3014640590



MEET THE BOARD

Prince George's County can thank the air
pollution of Los Angeles for our extremely
dedicated and capable Society President

Joyce McDonall headed west to the
University of the City of Los Angeles after
earning a bachelor's degree from Lebanon
Valley College in Peonsyhvania, She could
not stand the smog and returmed cast to the
Universily of Maryland for graduate work in
history, As a part of her studies in that
program, she worked with Historic
Annapolis and became interested in historic
preservation

During the Bicentennial of the United States,
Joyce became involved in the restoration
work at George Washington House in
Bladensburg. The rest, we might say, is
history. This effort lead to a position as
vice-Chatrman of the Histornic and Cultural
Trust and a five year stint on the Prince
George's County Historic Preservation
Commission.

When the Prince George's County Historical
Society was granted the tenancy of Marietta,
Joyce led a band of intrepid scrubbers,
scrapers and painters who turned the
Mansion into & public attraction and she then
undertook to create the Gift Shop. She has
served as Secretarv, Vice-President and
Program Chairman for the Society before
assumning the Presidency upon the retirement
of Bud Dutton

After much urging to get the County
Executive to establish a Commission to plan
for the 1996 Trcentennial Celebration, Joyce
found herself named Chairman of the official
Celebration Committee. In this capacity, she
is working diligently with both the Citizens'
Committee and the newly formed

Tricentennial Trust to coordinate appropriate
commemorations for this histonc event and
to establish & lasting memorial, the Heritage
Center, to the County and its first 300 years,

Beauliful historic costumes are turning up all
over the County as Joyce's skills in authentic
design and dressmaking are becoming fully
recognized, Tn her spare time, Joyce enjoys
Gaelic singing and Irish dance with her
husband Bob, who is a professor at
Gallaudet, They live in Hyattsville and are
parents to Jamie and Rob.

CLUB 200 ¥CRMED

Clu 300 is a membership
organization providing an
opportunity for interested Individuals
and organizations to assist in the
preparation for Prince George's
County's celebration of its
Iricentennial Year, 1996.

Membership, ds the name implies, is
$300. Membership contributions are
allowable as deductions, depending
on your tax status.

Acknowledgment of donations in
excess of $250 will be made by the
Trust or Society In accordance with
IRS regulations.

The purpose of Club 300 is to provide
financial resources for initial
organization and administrative costs
of the Tricentennial Citizen's
Committee. This Committee began
in 1993 to galvanize public support
for an active observation of Prince
George's County's Interesting history
and diverse cullures. The
Committee promotes official




‘nva'vement of tha County
Govemment ard works closely and
in harmony with the recently
appointed Official Committee and
other Interested groups from across
the County.

As funds become available, *hey wiil
be used to meet maiching
requrements for private and public
program grants for special projects,
publications, events, etc. Also, a
program of awaords for student
essays, published articles, €1c. s
plannea and anficipated as
resourceas are avdilaple.

Foliowing the cenclusion of the
Tricentennial Year and its activities,
there will be a celebration to show
special appreciation te Club 300
members. Ary remaining funds will
be transferred to the Tricentennial
Trust for use in connection with the
Heritage Center.

Initiclly, Cluk 300 denations are
being administered by the Prince
George's County Historical Society,
Inc, a 501(c}(3} organization. Club
300 funds will be trensferred to the
Tricentennial Trust, Inc., the official
fund roising arm for Tricentennial
activities, which has been
established and is being organized.
Expenditures from Club 300 funds will
be made as authorized by the
Administrative Commitiee of the
Tricentennial Citizens Commitiee.

If you wish to jcin this non-exclusive
Clup, please make cut a check to:

PGCHS Cluk 300 Account, c/o
PCCHS, Post Office Box 14, Riverdaie,
MD 20738-0014.

For more information please call W.
C. (Bud) Dutten at 301-627-6722, anc
thank you for your suppart.

LORD BALTIMBRE'S ENGLAND

The Historic Prescrvation Program at the
Universily of Marvland is once again
sponsaring an English Holiday from August
16 to 31, 1994. Led by David Fogle,
Professor and Director of the Historic
Preservation Program, the group will visit
great houses and gardens in eastern and
northern England for two weeks, Muny of
these locations have connections to the
Calvert family and, thus, to Maryland's
Heritage  The final event of the Tour will be
in Richmond, Yorkshire, and (eatures a
dinner at Kiplin Tlall, the country seat of the
Lords Baltimore. This is now the site of the
University of Maryland's Study Cenire. For
details, contact Professor Fogle at 301-405-
6309,

FROM THE TREASURER
We welcome the fullowing new members:

A Lec Maslip, Jr.
Edna C. Holliday
Emily Reitz

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!!

Unpaid 1994 member ducs--If the labet on
this issue of Nows and Notes reflects 93 -
circled in red” your 1994 payment for
member dues has not been received by the
Treasurer PGCHS Bylaws provide that you
must be dropped from membership rolls.
Pleast renew your membership today!!!



Thank you
Jack Bourne

GREENBELT MUSEUM HOSTS DOLLS

Everybody loves dolls. Wheo at one time or
another hasn't slowed down at a toy store
display to admire and wonder at the variely
of doils? Who has not seen, or at least heard
about the wonderful dollhouse at the
Smithsenian? Who sas not, as a voungster,
gone to sleep at some time with a small arm
wrapped around a stuffed animal?

The Friends of the Greenbelt Museum
(FOGM) invites evervone, young of young
at heart, to sce & special new exhibit at the
Museum - one featuring dolls, stuffed
animals and dollhouse fumiture from the
1930s and 1940s. The Museum is located at
10-B Crescent Road, (ireenbelt.

Dolls have had an important role in the social
lives of people since prehistone times,
primanily as playthings for children. Tn
America, before and after Europeans began
amving as settlers, dolls were hand crafted.
These were one-of-a-kind dolls, fashioned
from discarded household materials or other
items readily available. As manufactured
dolls began to make their appearance,
imported dolls quickly monopolized the
market in America, mostly from Europe in
the 18th Century. After the end of World
War 1. however, dolls made in America
began to dominate the Amenican market, so
that by the 1930s almost all dolls sold here
were made in America.

The Dolls and other items on display in this
exhibil date from the 1930s and 19405 or are
representative of the era. The Museum's
Shirley Temple doll, the baby doll in 2

carriage, and the Chaclie McCarthy look-alike

were the inspiration for this exhibit. Thanks

to the generosity of several members of
FOGM for loans from their private
collections, the exhibit promises to be a very
popular one. There are baby dolls, girl dolls
and their wardrobes, character dolls, folk
doils, foreign dolls, World War Il dolls, a
special display of how cloth dolls were made
for the Red Cross during the War, stufTed
animals, doll house furniture and a doll house
family to delight Museum visitors.

The Exhibit, which opened April 17, will un
through July, The Muscum is open every
Sunday from | to 4 PM. For further
informatton about the Museum or this special
exhibit, please call 474-1936. Group tours
are welcome, but advance arrangements
should be made,

Anne L. Meghs.
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| HOURS OF OPERA-;ON

Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM
and during Special Events
Marictta Tours - Suspended During Restoration
Information - {301) 464-0590

THE GIFT SHOP

catures a tasteful collection of handcra
items for homes and gift-giving, toys and ga
or children, small antiques. Historical Societ
biications and souvenirs of Historic Marieta,

he Gift Shop is open from I2 to 4 Saturday
nd Sundays.

LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY

Society is located ar Manetta, 5625 Bel! Staton Road
Gilenp Dak, Maryland, off Roate 193, near Route 450.
is a facility of the Maryland-National Capital Park aod§
lanning Commission,
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NEWS AND NOTES

MAY 1994

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 1994

President -
Vice President
Secretary -
Treasurer -
Historian -
Cditor -

Joyce McDanald

- John Mitchell
Sarah Bourne

John B. Bourne
Fredenck S. DeMarr
Lester H. Sweeting

Directors - 1994/1995
Eugene B. Roberts
Julie Bright
Sarah Moseley

Directors - 1993/199%4
Jane Eagen
Wallis Hall Cain
Florence Riedesel

Past Presidents
W. C. (Bud) Dutton
John Giannetti
Paul Lanham
Warren (Dusty) Rhoades

ST. GEORGE'S DAY AWARDEES
FETED AT A ROYAL BIRTHDAY PARTY

Her Majesty The Queen of England celebrates her
official birthday in June rather than on her natal day
earlier in the year. This is to assure better weather for
the festivitics.

On Sunday, April 24, Prince Georgeans celebrated the
298th anniversary of the founding of the County with
a party at the Marlborough Hunt Club, The weather

i on this Sunday closest to the actual anniversary date

of April 23, was as rare as a day in Jupe and a more
perfect afteroon could not have been imagined.

At that event, nime County individuals and groups
were honored for significant contributions to
preserving the heritage of Prince George's County.

When ST, JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
BELTSVILLE, found it necessary to rebuild their
tower and steeple, they contacted preservation groups

| 1o locate pictures of an earlier structure to replicate.
| Along with a compatible addition, the church reflects

y appearance once again. ST. PAUL'S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, BRANDYWINE, celebrated

its tercentenary last year. As a permanent momento

IMPORTANT DATES IN JUNE

JUNE 11
| JUNE 11
| JUNE 13

P GCHS BOARD MELTING, 10.00 AM, MARIETTA
PGCHS GENERAL MEETING, SKARDA AWARDS, MARIETTA, 2 PM
TRICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE MEETING, BOB HALL WAREHOUSE, |

UPPER MARLBORO, 7 pm




of this historic event, a stained glass window
reflecting the 300 year history of the church
was installed in the sanctuary.

CANON A. PIERCE MIDDLETON was
recognized for his extensive writings on
liturgical history in the County. Canon
Middleton can trace his ancestry to the
beginnings of the County. BETTY ALLEN,
dunng her years as libranan at the Greenbelt
Public Library. amassed an outstanding
collections of materials about Rexford G.
Tugwell and the development of the planned
commurity. Although Betty has now retired,
she continues to be available to research
scholars from all over the world.

RICHARD AND CAROL CISSEL have
lovingly and sensitively restored their
nineteenth century Berwyn Heights home
until it has become a showplace of the
community. During the 250th anniversary of
the founding of Bladensburg in 1993, a
group of men and women of that community
learned the dances of the eighteenth century
and performed throughout the festivities.
After the celebratory year ended, the PORT
OF BLADENSBURG HERITAGE
DANCERS, have continued their weekly
practices and now present their skills,
complete with costumes (many made by
Society President Joyce McDonald) at events
throughout thc Washington area.

DAVID FOGLE, chairman of the University
of Maryland Historic Preservation Program,
was recognized for his continuing efforts in
bringing student involvement in enhancing
our County's historic buildings and our
heritage. JEAN HAHN has for many years
been an enthusiastic and dependable worker
for many of thc County heritage
organizations. Requests to Jean for HELP
arc always answered with a smile and a job
well done.

The above awardees were listed in the April
NEWS AND NOTES, but your Editor was
sworn to secrecy for the final award. That
much deserved award was a complete
surprise to the recipient, JOHN B.
BOURNE. Jack is Treasurer of the Society.
He stepped into this critical position several
years ago when an emergency arose and we
shall all consider it a major calamity when he
decides that be has had enough of our,
sometimes, casual spproach to finances. We
are all in great debt to Jack for his
accounting expertise and his constant hours
of labor on our behalf

Congratulations to all of the St. George's
Day awardees for 1994

CLUE 300 FORMED

Club 300 is a membership
organization providing an
opportunity for interested individuals
and organizatfions to assist in the
preparation for Prince George's
County's celebration of its
Trcentennial Year, 19%6.

Membership, as the name implies, is
$300. Membership contribufions are
allowable as deductions, depending
on your tax status.

The purpose of Club 300 is to provide
financlal resources for initial
organizaticn and adminisirative costs
of the Tricentennial Citizen's
Committee.

Following the cenclusion of the
Tricentennial Year and its activilies,
there will be a celebration 1o show
special appreciation to Club 300
members. Any remaining funds will




e transferred to the Tricentennial
Trust for use in connection with the
Heritage Center.

If you wish to join this non-exclusive
Club, please make out a check to:
PGCHS Club 300 Account, c/o
PGCHS, Post Office Box 14, Riverdale,
MD 20738-0014.

For more information please call W.
C. (Bud) Dutton at 301-627-6722, and
thank you for your support.

As of May 15, 1994, CLUB 300
membership includes:

John B. Bourne
Richard and Sarah Bourne
W. C. (Bud) Dutton, Jr.
Jane Eagen
John Mitchell
Karen Miles
Raymond Zimmerman
willard & Elaine Entwisle
C. Thomas Clagett, Jr.
Raymond LaPlaca
Rich Scott
Ivan & Dorothy Rainwater
Bob & Mary Charlotte Chaney

LORB BALTIMORE'S ENGLAND

The Historic Preservation Program at the
University of Maryland is once again
sponsoring an English Holiday from August
16 to 31, 1994. Led by David Fogle,
Professor and Director of the Historic
Preservation Program, the group will visit
great houses and gardens in eastern and
northern England for two weeks Many of
these locations have connections to the
Calvert family and, thus, to Maryland's
Heritage. The final event of the Tour will be

in Richmond. Yorkshire, and features a
dinner at Kiplin Hall, the country seat of the
Lords Baltimore. This is now the site of the
University of Maryland's Study Centre. For
details, contact Professor Fogle at 301-405-
6309.

FROM THE TREASURER
We welcome the following new members:

Gary & Myma Combs
Lynette M. Doyle
Catherine J. Edwards

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!!

Unpaid 1994 member dues--If your 1994
payment for member dues has not been
received by the Treasurer, PGCHS Bylaws
provide that you must be dropped from
membership rolls. Please renew your
membership today!!!,

Thank you.
Jack Bourne

FRIENDS OF PRESERVATION
LAUNCHES MEMBERSHIP
DRIVE

Would you like to leamn more about the
history around you -- while helping to
preserve it?

The Friends of Preservation, a membership
orgamzation allied with the Prince George's
County Historical and Cultural Trust, needs
you, and has launched a membership drive
with some unique and rewarding benefits,

These include the opportunity to receive a
quarterly newsletter, which is produced by
the County Historic Prreservation Section of
MN-CPPC, which staffs the Histonic



Preservation Commission, as well as
discounts on salvaged architectural items at
The Newel Post, the Trust's salvage center,
and the opportunity to acquire, as part of
your membership, either a set of the Trust's
recently acquired post card collection
showing six historic sites in the County or
one or more of the recently published books
on the County Sites, including the
Landmarks of Prince George's County.

For further information, please contact the
Trust at Post Office Box 85, Upper

Mariboro, MD 20773,
LETTER OF THANKS
April 25, 1994
Mrs. Sarah Bourne
Prince George's County Historical Society
Post Office Box 14
Riverdale, MDD 20737

Dear Mrs. Bourne

It warms the heart to discover that the
Prince George's County Historical Society
rises above Qur Lord's generalization that a
prophet is without hovor in his own couniry
(Matr 13:57, Mark 6:4, and John 4:44).
And on that account, 1 am grateful to the
Society of my native county for its gracious
recogmition of my efforts fo preserve and
publicize the goodly heritage which our
COUnty enjoys.

Be so kind therefore as to convey o the
Board of Directors my appreciation and
thanks for authorizing the handsome
certificate inscribed and presemted to me at
the Martborough Hunt Club yesterday. It is
something which I shall treasure as long as 1
live.

May God continue his favor upon the

Society and further ils endeavors to
inculcate in the inhabitants of the county
and of Maryland at large an ever deeper
gratifude to him for having brought our
forefathers safely across the sea to this
earthly Paradise, this "other Eden," and for
having cast our lot in this pleasant land.

I am,
Yours faithfidly,

A. Pierce Middleton t

Hyattsville's 1935 Post Office
A History of a Structure

by Rebecea E. Livingston

The Hyattsville Post Office at 4325
Gallatin Street, built in 1935 and
placed on the National Register of
Historic Places in the mid-1980s, is
one of the most architecturally
distinguished 20th century buildings in
Hyattsville, An excellent example of
Cotonial Revival and American
Georgian architectural styles, its form
reflects the attention Hyattsville
resident (and then Fourth Assistant U.
S. Postmaster General in charge of
Engineering and Research) Smith W,
Purdum paid to its construction and
decoration. Mr. Purdum resided at
4110 Gallatin Street for a number of
Vears.

Prior to the opening of the County
central mail processing facility in
Riverdale in 1970, the Hyattsville Post
Office served as the center of mail
distribution for the entire southem
portion of the County.




Land for the Post Office was purchased
from William Pinckney Magruder,
prominent local citizen, businessman
and philanthropist. The Federal
government paid $7,500 for the
property and $76,000 for the erection
of the structure. Work began on
March (8, 1935; the comerstone being
laid on June 9, 1935; and the building
was placed in use by October 19 of
that year. Louis A. Simon, Supervising
Architect of the Treasury (The Post
Office did not exist as a separate
Department until later} was responsible
for the design. Some of the other
people involved in design and
construction, including supplying
materials, included:

Caleb C. Motz, Treasury Construction
Supervisor

F. H. McCrary

A. W Clark

Blauner Construction Co - overall

construction

Gray Knox Marble Co, - marble

Michaels Art Bronze Co. - exterior

lighting

Indian Hill Stone Co. - limestone

United Clay Products - brick

Frank Peach - granite

Standard Art Marble & Tile - terrazzo

Hyattsville Nursery - landscaping

James N. Pfeitter and C. Tarrant -
stonemasonry

James T. Haggett - bricklaying.

Eugene Kingman painted the interior
murals in December, 1937 for an
initial commission of $1,390. The
medium is tempura on gesso. Ballard
Jamieson assisted in the installation of

the murals. The number of planned
murals was increased and the concept
of using a frieze to unify the murals
was suggested. Edsward B. Rowan,
Superintendent of the Painting and
Sculpture Section of the Treasury
Department, recommended scenes of
the countryside around Hyattsville as
the focus of the murals. "In view of the
fact that this is the home of the Fourth
Assistant Postmaster General (Smith
Purdum)} who is an enthusiast about
horses, I hope that your subject matter
will be able to inclide some horses in
that design.” (Rowan letter to
Kingman, November 5, 1936). This
may have been Rowan's attempt to
appecasc Purdum aster the Treasury
Department refused Purdum’s request
for a trotting horse in place of an arrow
on the cupola's weathervane,

Mrs. J. Enos Ray of Hyattsville, a civic
leader and member of the County
School Board, was approached by M.
Purdum to advise Mr. Kingman on the
murals. Mrs. Ray encouraged Mr.
Kingman to increase the number of
murals and drove him to view old
houses that could be used as a
background for the designs. Obviously,
the horses are the main focus, with
even the color design being the subject
of correspondence: ". . . the
introduction of either a black, piebald
or dappled horse might make for color
variety and interest.” (Rowan to
Kingman, March &, 1937).

Born in 1909, Eugene Kingman
graduated from Yale University in
1932 and the Yale School of Fine Arts




in 19335, A native of Providence, he
taught at the Rhode Island School of
Design and later at the University of
Omaha. His work was widely exhibited
and received much acclaim. His
reputation as a scenic painter brought
him commissions from both the
National Park Service and Crater Lake
National Park. National Geographic
published several of his picces. Other
mural commissions include the
Kemmarer, Wyoming and East
Providence, Rhode Island post offices
and the Now York Times Building
lobby.

Only six postmasters have served the
community since this building was
constructed nearly 60 years ago: Mary
W. Tise; Egbert F. Tingley (who served
for 34 years); Thomas Haw; Martin
Joyce; Frank Galeb; and, currently,
Elwood Mosley. Interestingly, Ms.
Tise was the daughter of a former
Hyattsville Postmaster, assuming the
duties of the office upon the death of
her father in 1909, Mr. Tingley was a
University of Maryland graduate and a
member of the Maryland House of
Delegates, We should point out that
Christopher Clark Hyatts, who
founded the city, was its first
postmaster, though he operated from
another building.

As the suburbs grew, so increased the
responsibilities of the Hyattsville Post
Office. It was upgraded to first-class
post office status in 1942. When the
current building opened in 1935,
6,000 people were served; but, by
1949, the number served had grown to

45,000; by 1954, to 84,000; in 1960,
120,000; and, in 1969, 192,000. In
1942, Postmaster Tingley began
entreating the General Services
Administration to consider alleviating
the very overcrowded situation at the
Hyattsville Post Office. It would be
nearly 30 years before the construction
of the Prince George's County Postal
Facility in Riverdale gave the local post
office some of the assistance it needed.

SOME REMINISCENCES OF
MISS R, EUGENIA WALTERS
Written pn April 30, =994

The ¥Wlalters Family o 4110
Gallatin Street, Hyattsville

Family 3ackground

My father and wmother, Ray
Eugena ard bEdna Marlow
Walters, my sister Virginia
ard brother Dallas Kilbourne,
ard I llved for the most part
or. the Walters family farm,
"Leewood, " at Fultcen, Howard
County, Maryland (seven miles
west, of Laurel). Five
generations of Walters had
lived on the land, which my
father inherited from his
falther. My mether, Edna
Marlow, was beorn and reared on
an adjeining farm owned by her
father, cesse Marlow. AL the
age of 21 or 22 she marrled my
falLler kugere, who was 13
years older, and they had the
aforementioned children in
additicn to Nancy Lee who died
In Infancy.

In July 1843, we left the
Fulton area having sold the
farm of 2€0 acres to George




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JUNE
I ITH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD
MEETING, 10:00 AM, MARIETTA
11TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 2:00 PM, MARIETTA
ANNUAL SKARDA AWARDS
TOPIC TO BE ANNOUNCED

13th TRICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION TRUST- CITIZENS COMMITTEE MEETS
7:00 PM AT BOB HALL WAREHOUSE, UPPER MARLBORO



Howe, an architecl and writer
who was mainly iInterested in
restoring our farmhouse
because of its architectural
value. As voung adults
interested in city 1ife, we
children urged our parents to
locate nearer emplevment in
Washington, [.C. Thus it was
that my parents purchased a
smaller Victorian house at
4312 Knox Road, College Park,
Maryland, where we lived unLil
<suly 1949 when the property
adjeining the University of
Maryland was purchased by the
University for a dormitory.
In the meantime, ny brocther
Dallas had moved away from
home to seek employment and my
sister Virginia had married a
raval officer scon after our
move Lo the Knox Road house,

Tt was at the urging of my
sister Virginia, however, that
we moved To 4110 Gallatin
Street, Hyattsville. She had
discovered Lhe Gallatin Street
house while heouse hunting for
housing for her own family and
described it as an old unigue
house which mighl inlerest us.,
So it was that my father and
mether ancd I mowved to
Hyallsville,

Until ocur move to College
Park, my father was basically
a farmer, except that he left
most of the farming to
neighbers who harvested our
crops for a share cf the
prafits while be Lecame
exployed mestly in the
Washington area supervising
the puilding of bridges,
slreets, rcads, underpasses,
and NalLional Airport. Having
retired from Lhis emplcyment

while living on Knox Recad, he
spent his days in Hyattsville
maintaining the property and
assisting my mother with daily
chores. My mother, a diligent
worker, could easily cope with
a sizable house, having spent
her days on the farm managing
a nouse, vard, garden, farm
animals as well as her own
children and ten foster
children. T, on the other
hand, after moving to
Hyattaville, continued to work
full time and attend Gecrge
Washinagton University at
night. After obtaining
Bachelor's and Master's
degrees, I left secretarial
employment. for professicnal
enployment in education as a
Cecnvention and Exhibits
Coordinator, educaticnal
researcher, and grants
administrator.

Everycne wno lived at our farm
had attended seven grades at
the lccal one-room school
house., With the adveni of a
high schoel in Clarksville,
Maryland, my peers and I (as
well as our foster brothers
and sisters) were able to
finish high school.

Fortunately, I was also able
to secure a three-year
scheolarship to St, Mary's
Female Semirnary Junicer
College, at that time two
yvears of high scheool and two
years of College. Thus there
was no need for any of us to
attend elementary ana
seccndary Hyattsville schools.
There was, however, a motley
crew of youth and adults at
"Nannie's house” in
Hyattsville, which was not




crly a haven for family
members out for an cccas.ional
paying guesl. My nephews
Michael and Ztephen visited
often arnd count those davs on
Gallatin Street among their
moest cherished memories. ‘They
lovea tc ramble arcund its
nooks and crannies and lcok
for family treasures in the
third floor pack room. The
mainstay <f our paying guests
was Frank Bowman, an erployee
of Washington Suburhan
Sanitary Commission down the
street who wandered in looking
for a room. Frankx rented a
room frem our family for about
28 years unlLil he retired
about two years ago. Another
favorite was Mrs. Ella Prince,
mother of Norman Prince, Sr.,
across the street. She came
with us for a few years in
order to be near her scn's
family during her declining
years.

It scems appropriate to
renticn a few facts about the
folks whe occupied our house
previously. The Heldens, of
course, built and lived there
for sometime. We are not sure
who followed the Hcldens but
we do know that Harry Boswell
had sold the house to Smith
furdum, a former Assistant
Postmaster General. His
superior James Farley 1s
reported to have visited the
purdums, upon occasion. We
purchased tae house from Mrs.
Purdum after her children had
grown and her husband had
died.

NeiZghbors
It should ke safe to say that

no house is s =zome without the
[riendsnip of wonderful
neighbors. There we no
snortage of such persons cn
gur blocks. 'Those 1 remenber
best were as follows: The
Peters, the Asays, Lhe
Cannons, %he Princes, the
Boswe_.ls, the Babcocks, the
Dashiells.

The Peters at 4114 Gallatin
had two scns who seened To
grow up overnight and leave
the nest. 1 recmember the
Peters best for their kindness
whern my father died suddenly
in January, 1955. They were
mosl gracious in housing
relatives from out of Zown who
came to attend funecral
services.

Our next door neighbors, Mary
and Walers Asay, had twc
daughzers, Mary Ann and Betty
Ruth, who were small childrern
when we moved into 4110. My
mother became very fond of the
girls as she watiched their
growing up. Mary was not only
a teacher but a gardener par
excellence. As flower lovers,
all of us enjoyed the beauty
which her green thumb
produced. Waters, Lhe
inventive sort, was a great
help to my mobLher,
particulazly after my falher
cied. Nc job was too hig to
tackle when anything fell
apart in our house. Maost
notab.e was an cld toaster
which he repaired with a
hairpin. That teoaster lastea
forever.

Our neighbors on the other
side were the Cannons, a
retired milizary family.




Harvey and Juanita Cannon al
Lthe Lime had Harvey, Jr.:;
James; and Anila - all as I
recall teenagers. Always
ready to help cut everybody,
they were a grealt asset to us
as well as Lhe community.

Mrs. Lynham and her single
employed da.ghter Eileen lived
alene a few docrs up the
street from us. Quite
elderly, Mrs. Lynham scemed
spunky and veppy. After her
death, Eileen, I think,
retired and moved cut of the
area. (Egitorial comment:
Can anyonc identify this
house?)

Norman and Eleancr Prince
lived across the streel fronm
tre Asays and Walters.
Eleancr's mother, Miss Mcna
Sray, who lived with them, was
a Southern lady who had taught
for many years in private
aschocls., The three younger
fry were Norman, Jr., Warren,
and Rozin, who were either
attending high scroecl, or
college at the time. Mozt of
the family were in education,
including Eleanor whe taught
Chemistry at Northwestexn High
Zchool. MNorman, on the other
hand, wcrked fcr a Federal
agency. After the same were
growr and married, Eleanor and
Norman retired and mover to a
second home at Sclentists
Cliff, Md.

Harry Boswell's family hailed
from Charles County, Marylard.
In earlisr years he had bheen
in the grocery stcre business
in Hyattsville with the Carr
Bres. From all accounts, the
grocery store was ralher

unigue in service as well as
quality. When we first became
acguainted, Mr. Boswell's
business had expanded to real
gestate develcpment and other
business enterprises. He and
his wife Marvette had three
children - Harry, Jr., Jane,
and Ann who all married around
the tine we moved across the
street. Even sc, since the
children frequently visited,
we saw quite a bit of the
fanily.

Henry and Doris Babcock were
connected by marriage to the
Boswells, young Harry Boswell
having marrled Marjorie,
sister of Doris. Henry was a
law partner in the f£irm of
Babcock and Green with offices
in Hyattsville. Their
children were Barbara, David,
and Star. Barbara became
quite a legal light as
Asszistant Attorney General
under Griffin Bell and as the
first women law professcr at
Stanford University. Star
followed her into the legal
world whereas David is
reported to have an insurance
agency in New England.

At the end of the Babcock side
of the street lived the
Dashiells. Mrs. Dashiell was
a widow with an adult
handicapped son, Billy. Billy
was always well carec for by a
lady everyone called "Miss
Nell.” There were a number of
other falks who lived for
various pericds on Gallatin
Street. For a time there were
two elderly ladies whose names
I cannot recall, AL gne tine
I Lhink there was a Halfway
House, possibly for recovering




alcocholics., My mebher was
quite friendly with a young
man whe had recently lost his
nother. Remembering
everyone's name at 75,
unforturalely, is nct the
easiest of tasks!

General Comments On Life
(n Hyattsville

Altaough 1 am now very much
interested in local politics,
I cannot for the life of me
remembar Lhe npames of Mayors,
Council merbers, and others
charged witn governance in
Hyattsville while we were
there. The family rarely
missed a vote in State and
Federal elections but I for
one was too invelved with work
and study to participate in
local affairs.

Cur recreation was restricted
to family get-togethers and
spcial events a2t the Episcopal
church. T remember no local
theater or the bowling alley.
There were guite & few
activities alL Magruder Park
which sparked lecal Interest.
I= was great fun, for
instance, tc sit on one's
frent porch o view the July
4=h fireworks.

Sore of the kbusinesses we
patronized have long since
disappearec, the Safeway at
Hamiltorn and Queen's Chapel,
Baskin and Robbins, the
Pepperidge Farm outlet, the
shce repair store at 43rd Ave.
ang Gallatin, enc. Lawson's
Lrug Store seems to be the
only business still remaining.
Lown ca Rt. 1 things don't
seem Lo ke guite as active.

Many small business and the
Hol Shoppe have disappeared.
A wonderful _mproveoment nas
been mace, however, with the
new bridge overpass Loward
Bladensburg znc Lhe expansion
c¢f the CeounlLy office
buildings. Beth are & great
asset tc the community.

80 if we loved Hyattsville so
much, why did we leave it? 1In
19¢8, so many of our friends
appeared tc be leaving.

Others were peing replaced by
property owners engaged in
auto repsir. Our 13 roons
were begcning increasingly
expensive to heat. It only
gseemed praclicable to mave
into a smaller heuse in the
Collaye Park area, wherc I now
live a2lone. In spite of thils,
you may believe that leaving
Gallatin Street was [or may
rother and me guite an
eroticonal wrench. It was here
that our family spent some of
their more memorzble years.

SKARDA AWARDS

The June 11 Society Membership
Meeting will inciude the announcement
of the winners of the Skarda Awards,
and attendees will have an opportunity .
to look at the wonderful entries from the
school children. A |ecture event is
planned, but will be a surprise. Hope to
see you there!




PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC

PUBLICATIONS ORDER

_ Prince George's County: A Pictorial History
Dy Alan virta., $29.95 plus tax
£1.50, plus s&h $2.00.

Calverl of Mandand, $6.95 (tax
inc..) plus $0.535 s&h,

Al]ag _q(._E_ri_ggg George's Counly, $5.00
plus $0.%25 tax, plus $0.50 s&h.

Indexes of Chumlt_ Registers, 2 vols,
320.0C plus $1.00 tax, plus $2.50
a2&h.

Chesapeake Bay of Yore, $25.00 plus
$1.25 tax, plus $§1.00 s&h.

Lanham Centennial, $4.00 plus $0.20
T2x plus $0.58 séh.

Berwyn Heights, $3.00 plus $C.15
tax, plus £0.35 s&h.

Clabrie] Duvall Biography, $1.00 plus
$C.05 tax, plus $0.35 s&h.

Fire Call, by Francis X. Geary,
55.00 plus $.25 tax, plus $1.00
s&h.

History of Beltsville, $4.0C plus $0.20
tax, pZus $C.35 séh.

Piease farward the above checked
publicaticns, Full payment
ipayanlie ko PCCHS) is enclosed,

Name

Address

Caily State_ 2ip
Tel. No. - —

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CRDER

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
Annual Membership Application

Date

Name
Address
Cily, Stale, Zip
Telephone-Home - -
Business - -

Please indicate whether this is a new

meml:eultip or a renewal

New Renewal

CHECK APPROPRIATE CATEGORY

___Full Time Student $10.00
__ Member $20.00
__ Life Mcmber $200.00
___ Sustaining Member $50.00
Additional Contribution $

___1am also interested in helping the Society
as a volunteer. Please contact me regarding
volunteer opportunities,

1 would also like to join the Maryland
Historical Socicty. [ am mclosing $25 for
an individual membership or $35 for hushand
and wife.

Qur operating support comes from your dues
and contributions. All contributions may be
tax deductible. We appreciate your continued
support.

Please make checks payable to PGCHS
Mail Payments to:PGCHS, PO Box 14,
Riverdale, Md 20738-0014.
Tel 3014640500




HOURS OF OPERATION

Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM
and during Special Events
Marietta Tours - Suspended During Restoration
Information - (301) 464-0590

| THE GIFT SHOP

eatures a tasteful collection of handcra
items for homes and gift-giving, toys and gam
or children, small antiques, Historical Society
blications and souvenirs of Historic Matieta.

e Gift Shop is open from 12 to 4 Saturday
d Sundays,

LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY

e Soviety 15 bovated at Marieta, 5625 Bell Suation Road

Gieon Dake, Manyland. off Route 193, near Route 450.

is 1§ @ facility of the Mary land-National Capital Park and
lanning Commission.

v
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 1994 SKARDA AWARDS PRESENTED
BY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

President -  Joyce McDonald

Vice President - John Mitchell | On Saturday, Junc 11, 1994, the Society membership
Secretary -  Sarah Boumne met for the last time before the Summer break.
Treasurer- John B. Bourne Notable activities included a demonstration (in
Historian -  Erederick S DeMarr ||| between the raindrops) of members of the Marching
Editor - Lester H. Sweeting Through Time troupe which appeared during the
week end of June 18/19 for their encampment. In
Directors - 1004/1995 addition, students from St. Ambrose Schoot in
Fugene B. Roberts Cheverly were introduced and were given certificates
Julie Bright | of recognition for their entries in the annual Skarda
Sarah Moscley : Awards competition.
Directors - 1093/1994 | The 1994 competition challenged these elementary
Jane Eagen school students to present projects devoted to the
Wallis Hall Cain study of public religious, government or commercial
Tlorence Riedesel buildings in the County. A number of excellent
projects were presented, and awards, including
Past Presidents County Council proclamations presented by
W. C. (Bud) Dutton Councilman James Fletcher, were given to the
John Giannetti following:

Paul Lanham
| essay about the Hyattsville Hardware building's
conversion into Franklin's General Store and Deli,

IMPORTANT DATES IN THE SUMMER

: JULY 10 SUNDAY, P GCHS BOARD MEETING, 2:00 PM, MARIETTA
JULY 12 TRICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE MEETING, LAUREL

. ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, SANDY SPRING ROAD, 7 pm

I AUGUST 13 PGCHS BOARD MEETING, MARIETTA, 10:00 AM




which has been opened now for a year and a
half and is a Hyattsville institution. Sam's
careful attention to detail in his model, which
captures the scale and shape of the building
and the layout of the intenor is quite
wonderful. To sce the model, visit Franklin's
on Route One at Gallatin Strect, wherce the
model is on display.

Second prize was awarded to Genevieve
Huba for her essay and video describing one
of the County's ‘youngest' historic structures
- the Greenbelt School. Again, careful
research and a perceptive approach to her
presentation were both material aspects of
this project.

Karen Clement chose Addison Chapel as her
subject, and produced & video and a separate
audio tape to describe the building and its
rich history. ‘These projects are developed
with minimal input from parents - and
Karen's is no exception. She reported, "Dad
showed me how to work the camera and he
erased the pictures I took of the grass."

As most Society Members know, the Skarda
Awards are presented as a memorial to long-
time Society member and Icader, Donald D.
Skarda. The contest is open to all public
and private school students in the County in
grades 4 through 7, and the judges include
both educators and prominent members of

the community.

The funding of these Awards, which do
include a cash prize as well as the
certificates. is generated by the sale of
chances to win a handmade quilt executed by
Alice Skarda, widow of Don Skarda and
another long time Society member. Alice is
also very active in the Historic Quilt
Association of America, and served as its
President. The quilt presented this year, a
symphony of green pieces in an historic "Log

Cabin" pattern in lovely picces of green.
The drawing for the Quilt was done at the
June 11 meeting, and the lucky winner is
Irene Addick of Laurel. Congratulations!!
We are privately advised that the same
pattern will be used for the 1995 quilt - but
in toncs of purple. Chances are on sale
throughout the year at Society events and at
the Gift Shop.

FROM THE TREASURER

We welcome the following new members, in
addition to the aforementioned winners of
the Skarda Awards, who automatically
receive a one year membership in the
Society:

Charles H. Day
Carol Lyach
Clemmer B. Marcus

IMPORTANT NOTICE!N!

Unpaid 1994 member dues—If your 1994
payment for member dues has not been
received by the Treasurer, PGCHS Bylaws
provide that you have been dropped from
membership rolls. Please renew your
membership today!!!.

Thank you,
Jack Bourne

SUMMERTIME - BUT MARK
YOUR CALENDARS

We have given a number of dates in the
Calendar of Events Page extending into
October, This is because (1) it is never too
early to plan, and (2) this is vour last
newsletter until September and we don't
want to surprise you. While Summer is
generally a slower time, be assured that those
of us active on the Society board and the




Tricentennial will continue to work on behalf
of the membership and the County’s
historical preservation over the Summer

You are certainly more than welcome to join
in this ¢ffort, attend any meeting, provide
any input - in short - be involved as much as
you might wish!

1 would especially invite each of you to
attend the next Tricentennial Meeting to get
mvolved in this growing effort. While T am
on that particular topic, let me say that
President Joyce McDenald, whe "doubles in
brass" as the Chair of the "official”
Tricentennial Celebration Committee, and
nearty all other efforts that happen in the
County. has reported significant progress in
the development of our efforts. With respect
to the celebration, the following significant
milestones have been achieved since last we
reported:

¢ The Tricentennial Trust, our
corporate and, hopefully, permanent
arm., has been created, bylaws drawn,
and the [RS filing nearly completed,
In our next edition, we shall detail the
officers and directors of this
corporation, which we hope will be
the vehicle for the creation of our
lasting memonial to the 300th
birthday - a Heritage Center for
Prince George's County.

* We have a home! The County
Executive has provided for the use of
the Tricentennial Committee and the
Arts Council the small, historic
resource school located at the site of
Dr. Beanes' tomb, across the pond
from the County Administration
Building, We hope to occupy this
structure by mid-July. We have also
secured & post box and a telephone,
as well as a part-time staffer, who we

will share with the Arts Coungcil,
Letterhead is now being printed and
we are moving forward ‘with all
deliberate speed.'

4 The 300 Club, founded by Bud
Dulton, continues to grow - reaching
the 20+ mark at press time. These
funds will enable the Tricentennial
Trust to begin to fund certain aspects
of the planning and outreach.

£} The County has provided the first
portion of our promised funding,
which will enable us to continue the
expansion of the Tricentenmal Trmes,
and develop a video for use by our
Speaker’s Bureau.

September Fund Raiser -- You will also see
that we have set the date for the September
fundraiser, This annual "Prince of a County”
reception will be held at Sunnyside, the
Aquasco home of Covington and Monique
Stanwick, on September 24 from 2 to 5 PM.
Invitations will be sent to all members and
other interested parties next month. Once
the home of Admiral Kearney, this home is
described in the Ilustrated Inventory of
Historic Sites in Prince George's County:
"Built in 1844, enlarged soon afterwards -
Sunnyside is a 2-story, side-gabled frame
house, one room deep, which was entarged
and connected to a pre-existing separate
kitchen building by a 1-story enclosed
passage. On the immediate grounds stand a
nineteenth-century meat house and a corn
crib, The house was built in 1844 for Dr.
Michael I. Stone, prominent local physician
and public Schools Examiner, It is a fine
example of a mid-nineteenth-century
southern Prince George's County farmhouse,
and a prominent feature in the Woodville/
Aquasco landscape." The house is located at
16005 Dr. Bowen Road.




We look forward to seeing you there.

Also in September, we will have the annual
County Fair, which promises to be unique
this year as the Equestrian Center's new
building will be utilized for exhibits for the
first time. That event takes place, as always,
during the week after Labor Day,

In October, we kick off our Fall'Winter
season with our regular meeting on October
8, at which past president Paul Lanham has
promised an interesting afiernoon with Don
Smollett, who will lecture on "Ghost Ships
of the Chesapeake.”

Dusty Rhoads assures us that there will be &
Fall Bus Tour and that he will have details
about this annual October event shortly.

Our Fall Lecture Series will take place at the
new Archives Il building in College Park,
and will begin in October. Further details
will be available in our next edition.

November brings our regular year to a close
and we will have our annual meeting and
election of officers for 1994-1995.

The Holiday Gala on December 10 is already
in the planning stages, with Riversdale again
the selected site, and December 10 the date
of this festive occasion.

So, you can see that we are continuing 1o
maintain 2 full and varied schedule for our
members. If there are any suggestions about
specific topics for meetings, excursions, or
other activities, please let us know

Les Swecting, Editor,

SEARCHING FOR PRINCE GEORGE'S
HERITAGE - TIIE LOST STANDARDS

Past President Paul Lanham and Historian
Fred DeMarr have begun, so we are told, a
quest for the lost standards of measurcs for
Prince (eorge's County.

Tn the 16908, when our County was erected,
the need for specific and determined
measures that could be relied upon for trade
and business was central to a successful
economy - whether a cash-based economy or
one where barter was the rule  To ensure
that taxes payable in goods, such as tobacco,
were properly determined, it was axiomatic
that a set of measures was needed.
Govermnments such as the Colony and the
County were reqguired (o have in their
possession strictly determined standards of
measure - to ensure that 'links, chains and
rods' used to measurce Jand, hundred weights
and lesser weights to measure goods and
metal pieces used as currency, etc. were
trusted by all,

In her splendid volume, Prince George's
Heritage, Louise Joyner Heinton states, at

page 17

An Act had been passed by the General
Assembly requiring each county 0 have
a standard with English weights and
measures, consisting of 12 haif-
hundred-weights, a quartemn, half
quartern, seven pounds, four pounds,
two pounds, and one pound; brass
measures of ell and yard; a bushel, half
bushel, peck and gallon of Winchester
measure; a gallon, pottle (half gallon),
quart, pint, and half pint of wine
measure: also stamps for marking.
Prince George's County seems to have
been without many of such weights and
measures during its first twenty-five




years. In 1699 Colonel Thomas
Hollyday, the chief justice and also a
merchant, was instructed by the county
court to send for one brass and 13 iron
half hundred-weights, a brass peck and
yard, also six P's and six G's for
stamping. When they amived a year
later, they were given to Justice James
Stoddart to be lodged at his house. He
was to receive two shillings for testing a
pair of steel yards, six pence for tasting
and marking a peck or bushel, and
three pence for a yard or ell. When Mr.
Stoddart moved away from Charles
Town in 1714, Major Josiah Wilson,
then a justice of the county court and
also a merchant, took the standard into
his custody and kept it for the use of the
county. After Major Wilson died late in
1717. it was given to Justice Thomas
Clageti, to be kept at the Town of
Marlborough

Mrs. Heinton returns to these objects on
page 125:

"The county standard of weights and
measures, which had been moved from
Charles Town to Upper Marlborough in
1717 was kept by Thormas Clagett until
1727 when it was moved to the
courthouse and Lingan Wilson, son of
Josiah Wilson who had kept the
standard at Charles Town for several
years, was appointed standard keeper.
Lingan Wilson continued as standard
keeper until 1774, when Benjamin
Brookes was appointed in his place.

The questicn 1s - Where might
these objects lie Logday? As
we said, Fred and Paul are
coordinating the search and
we_come any assistance any one
night offex.

.
lﬂl'l

FROM THE BOOKSHELF

This month's bookshelf features two very
useful, informative publications, issued 1n
1993, by the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commussion. Both are
modestly priced and available at the 4th
floor Information Desk in the County
Administration Building in Upper
Marlboro and both are necessary tomes for
local county history/ preservation
enthusiasts, The broader scoped HISTORIC
SITES AND DISTRICTS PLAN
AMENDMENT is a comprehensive review
of the background and planning of the
Counlty's preservation/

documentation activities. The abstract of
book savs it most succinectly:

"The Plan describes the current operations
of the Historic Preservation Comumission as
well as those of other agencies and
orgatizations, it identifies carrent issues
and enumerates future preservation
initiatives; it includes the revised Invendory
of Historic Resources; provides descriptions
of historic communities and lists historic
roads, cemeteries and historical markers. [t
also provides a comprehensive listing of
preservation organizations and information
sources and includes implementing
legislation, policies and procedures that
have been the basis for the preservation

program.”




This document has evolved from an
updated plan issued in May 1989, to a
draft preliminary plan dated November
1990, to a preliminary amendment plan, in
December 1990, to the Approved plan
dated March 1992 and issued in 1993, It
has been revised, fine tuned, corrected and
published as a document useful for
historians, planners, preservationists,
teachers, legislators, educafors, tourists,
and the general public.

The second, more narvowly focused
publication, is the ILLUSTRATED
INVENTORY OF HISTORIC SITLS, Prince
George's County, Maryland. Once again,
the abstract says it best:

"This book presents the 260 Historic Sites
which are designated and protected by the
Historic Preservation Ordinance of Frince
George's County, Maryland. [t includes a
photograph, architectural description and
brief statement of historic significance for
cach of these sites.”

A remarkable teaching/learning tool, this
book is divided into six major sections;
Introduction and Explanation of Symbols,
History of Prince George's County, Heritage
Themes, Historic Sites, Laurel National
Register Properties, and Archeological Sites.
And for the Librarian, such as myself, this
tool concludes with an index, a
bibliography and a map.

Together, these publications provide, for a
very nominal amount, §4.00 for the Plan
Amendment and $7.50 for the [llustrated
Inventory, plus §1.00 each for postage and
handling if acquired from the Historic
Preservation Commission (HPC) Staff,
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive, Upper
Marlboro, 20772, hours of educational
entertainment, On sccond thought, they
don't belong on the Bookshelf at all but in
the carl Congratulations to the HPC Staff
and Maryland National Capital Park &
Planning for bringing them to us.

Sharon Howe Sweeting

PRINCE GEORGE'S HORSLS

Horses and racing are the central topic of
the Spring 1994 Edition, celebrating the
Centennial of the Maryland Hunt Club,
and we have reprinted a part of an article

from Maryland Mistorical Magazine, v. 89
no. I, pp 74-76.

Racing at Laurel, Havre de Grace, and
Bowie did not match the excifement
at Pimhico with its Preakness and
Dixie Handicap (revived in 1924),
but the sport prospered and the
quality increased. Laurel introduced
the Selima Stakes in 1926 to honor a
famed imported mare of colonial
days. William DuFont Jr.'s Fair Star
won the first running. The Selima
developed into one of the nation's
foremost stakes for two-~year-old
fillies and continues to be run at
lLaurel. At Havre de Grace in 1920,
Man O'War, carrying 138 pounds,
won the Potomac Handicap. Bowie
welcomed Equipoise to become
racing's "Chocolate Soldier" for his
racing bow on 7 April 1930, In
1927 Bowie’s grandstand and
clubhouse burned, but the track
rebounded by building a concrete
and steel stand and clubhouse (if is
now a training center). In 1921
Pimlico established the Pimlico
Futurity, a two-year-old stakes whose
$40,000 purse made if the richest
two-year-old race in the nation at the
time (fransferred to Laurel in the
1960s, it 1s still run annually).

During the Depression three horses
won the Preakness on their way to
capturing the Triple Crown. In the
spring of 1930 Maryland fans
anticipated the appearance of Gallant



Fox, a horse raised at Belair in Prince
George's Counfy--an estate that first
had gained prominence in Maryland
racing during the eighteenth-~
century. All reserved seats at Pimlico
were sold in advance as a field of
eleven took the track. Up on Gallant
Fox was Earle Sande (of writer
Damon Runyon's poem, "A Handy
Guy Like Sande"). Sande had taken a
near-fatal spill in 1924 and now
hoped to launch a comeback. Gallant
Fox's trainer was the same "Sunny
Jim" Fitzsimmons who had first
gained notice at Pimilico in 1904.
That day Sande called on all of his
skill to guide Gallant Fox te a three-
quarter length victory at Pimlico. A
week later (in 1930 the Preakness
was rurt before the Derby) Gallant
Fox also won at Louisville, He then
captured the Belmont at New York
and the Triple Crown. The "Fox of
Belair" later enjoys another
distinction; he is the only Triple
Crown winner fo sire a Triple Crown
victor. In 1935, his son Omaha (also
raised at Belair and trained by
Fitzsimmons) duplicated the feat,
except that he won the Derby a week
before his triumph in the Preakness.
Two years after Omaha, Man o'War's
son War Admiral (also owned and
bred by Samuel Riddle) outgamed
Pompoon. the runner up in the

Derby, in a long stretch battle won by

a head. War Admiral became the
third triple Crown winner of the
decade.

In 1939, despite the rain on
Preakness day, Pimlico provided an
all-Maryland party. Johnstown, the
eight-length winner of the Kentucky

Derby, was heavily favored to
become the third winner of the
decade for William Woodward and
his Belair stable. Johnstown Jed early
bul faltered as an unheralded horse
named Challedon, rallied to win. His
victory set off a resounding
celebration, for he was the
Marvtand-brcd son of the English
stallion Challenger Il owned by
William L. Brann of Walkersville,
Maryland. And it was not just a freak
victory attributed to mud. Challedon,
despite Johnstown's winning the
1939 Belmont stakes, was named
Horse of the Year in both 1939 and
1940. Some veteran observers
regard him as the greatest Maryland-
bred horse ever.

Joseph B, Kelly

THE CASE OF THE DISSENTING
VESTRYMAN

From 1682 to 1777, the Church of
England was the established church in
Maryfand., All taxpaying Marylanders,
whatever therr personal religious
convictions, puaid taxes to support the
Anglican Church and its clergy. The
Vestrymen of cach parish were chosen at
public election. Somctfmes the results of
these elections were not pleasing fo the
Church hierarchy; sometimes even non-
Anglicans were chosen. The people of King
George Farish, worshipping af 8t. John's
Church, Broad Creck, were faced with
such a sttuatton in 1751, the final
resolution of the cause celebre' is revealed
in the documents taken from the Council of
Maryland, as pubfished in the Archives of
Maryland.

"To his Excellency Samuel Oglo Fsqg, Goversor &
Commander in Chicf in and over the Province of
Moarvland And to the Honourable his Lordships




Council

The Petition of the Frecholdees of
King George Parish in Prioce
George's Coumty

Most bumbly Sheweth

['hat in pursuance to an Act of Assembly the
Frecholders of the sasd Parish met on Fester Monday
the Eighth day of April last at the Panish Charch (at
Broad Creek) and there {by a great Majonty) Elected
Mr. Jobm Beall jun'r and Mr David Ross for
Vestrymen, and Mr Johin Baynes and Mr John Row for
Church Wardens as appears by a Certificate annexed to
this Petiton, Stgned by John Willing Register of the
saisl Parish, and yet you will Sec from the sauk
Certificate that the Vestry med on the Seveoth dsy of
May Last and made a Resolve (afier Mr John Beall
jun'r Appenred & offered to Qualify as a Vestryman im
Consequence of his Elcction) that no Dissenter hath &
Right 10 bear Office in the Church of England and in
Pursuance of that Resolve refused to Admit the said Mr
John Beal [sk] jun'r a3 a Vestryman and also Talk of
Sumanoning the Frecholders to a New Electon.

"Now a3 your Petitioners esteem such a Resobve
unprevedented, & mconsistent with the Laws of this
Province; asd apprehend that the Vestry have 2 farther
View of Exciuding also Mr David Ross and Mer. John
Row. by thal Resohve; which would not oaly frastrate
the Freeholders i their Choice of Vestrymen, now &
il timcs to come, bul i o greul Measure disappoint
their Expectations of nn tnyuiry into the Procoeding
Conduct of the Vestry which your Petitioners humbly
Apprehend has not in many Instances been agreenble
1o Law.

"Therefore vour Pelitiopers humbly Pray that a Stop
may not only he put to the Vestry’s Proceeding to s
New Election but that dircction may be given that Mr
John Beall jun'r may be Admitked as » Vestryman oo
taking the Oaths directed by Our Act of Assembly.
And your Petitoners #s in duty bound shall ever Pray
&c.

Signed by Sev'l of the said Panduoners

"Ta which Remonstrance the followmg Answer was
preferred

"To lus Excellency the Governor and the hosourable
the Counval.

"The Petition of Heary Addison, Clerk Rector of King
Goorpe’s Alias St Johns Parish in Prince Georges

Coanty on behalf of himsell aucl the Vestry of the sasd
Parish
Humbly Showeth

“That at the last Election of Vestrymen For the sexl
Parish Mr fohn Heall and Dr David Ross were Fheoted
Vestrymen and Mr Joha Row Clrch warden that Mr
Reall offered to Quality himself 10 Act but Dr Ross and
Mr Row pever sppenred fo Qualify themsclves and
theretore (po objection) was or could be made 1o them,
I'bnt the xsid Mr. Beall was objeoted 1o because he was
Publickly knowa to be a Dissenter fromn the Church of
England and therefore could not be Supposed to be a
friend to its Discipline But whether the above
Objection be a Legal one by the Lows m force in this
Province is hunbly Sebmitted to the Docision of your
Excellency & Honours Mr Beall oot being Conlent 1o
bring the Validity & Legality of his Electon mio
dispute hath taken upoa hamsell o asporse your
Petitioncr and the rest of the Vestry with having
misapplied the Purish Money or Tobacoo that fell o
thedr hunds in General Terms without mentioning oac
particular Fact altho often valled upon so to do fe view
of Slandering your Pefitionce (a3 be apprehends) and
the rest of the Vestry Your Petiener therefore humbly:
Prays that the sasd Mr Beall may be ordered to Produce
i1 writing the [nstances of the Misapplication (if any
such bave been) Fe allades to in his Petition that those
who are Chirged mey have an Opportunily of
Vaxhcativg there Characters.

H Addison

"Upom realing fhe sforcgoing Pelition of several of the
freeholders of King Georges Partsh and the
Remonstrance of the reverend Mr Henry Addison
Reotor of the said Purish, 1t is the Scase of this Board.
and it 1s accordingly ardered that the Vestrymen of
Kmy Georges Parish admit the soad John Beall as a
Vestryman of the said Parish oo his aking the Oaths
dircoted by the Acts of Asscably of this Provinoe.”

Ed. Note--1 found the abave itens among papers given
me by Past President Paul Ladham, but was unable to
determine the sowrce of the interesting articte. The
resolution in the Archives, of course, only tells a par!
af the story. One wonders whether any further details
as tor the possible defatcations hy the Rector and
Vextry and the revolution within the Parish 243 years
ago have been uneariked.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JULY

10 SUNDAY PGCHS BOARD MEETING, MARTETTA, 2 PM

13 TRICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE MEETING, LAUREL ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING, SANDY SPRING ROAD, 7 PM (ALL ARE INVITED)

AUGUST

13 PGCHS BOARD MEETING, MARIETTA, 10 AM

SEPTEMBER

4TO || PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY FAIR, EQUESTRIAN CENTER
GROUNDS

10 FORT WASHINGTON REENACTMENT EVENT - DETAILS
FORTHCOMING

10 PGCHS BOARD MEETING, SITE TO BE ANNOUNCED, TIME TO BE
ANNOUNCED

24 FALL HISTORICAL SOCIETY FUND RAISER, SUNNYSIDE, DR. BOWEN
ROAD, AQUASCO, 2 TO 5 PM

OCTOBER
8 PGCHS BOARD MEETING, MARTETTA, 10AM

8 PGCHS MEMBERSHIP MEETING, DON SMOLLETT TO SPEAK ON
"GHOST SHIPS OF THE CHESAPEAKE"

TBA SOCIETY FALL BUS TOUR, DATE AND ITINERARY TO BE
ANNOUNCED

TBA SOCIETY FALL LECTURE SERIES, DATES AND VENUES TO BE
ANNOUNCED



HOURS OF OPERATION
Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM
end during Special Events
Marietta Tours - Suspended During Restoration

Information - (301) 464-0590

THE GIFT SHOP

eatures 2 tasteful collection of handera
items for homes and gift-giving, toys and gam
or children, small antiques, Historical Socicty
ublications and souvenirs of Historic Marietta.

Gift Shop is open from 12 to 4 Saturday
Sundays.

LOCATICN OF THE SOCIETY

The Socicty is located & Marietta, 5625 Bel) Ststion Road
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193, near Route 450
s 15 a facility of the Marviand-Nawona! Capual Park and

lnnwg Commission.
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

VOLUME XX1 NUMBER 7 |

AUGUST 1994 OUR 42ND YEAR

President - Joyce McDonald i Summer had not officially arrived, but the 90 degree
Vice President - John Mitchell heat was there. It was a lazy Saturday aftemoon in
Secretarv -  Sarah Boumne the village of Bladensburg, Maryland. But then, the
Treasurer- John B. Bourne quiet was broken by the commotion created by a
Historian - Frederick S. DeMarr [ @oup of marching men. They did not wear the

Editor - Lester H. Swecting  |f striking uniform of Wellington's veterans of the

Peninsular Campaign who had marched these village
Dircetors - 1994/1995 streets just cighty years before on their way to burn
Fugene B. Roberts Washington. Nor were they led by dashing young
Julie Bright officers in gold braid. carrying (tashing swords.
Sarah Moscley
Instead they were a motley crew of unemployed,
Directors - 1993/1994 | uncducated workingmen who resembled professional
Jane Eagen hoboes in appearance. Their officers were an unusual |
Wallis Hall Cain appearing group. The commander-in-chief, riding ina |
Florence Riedesel carriage, wore a business suit and hat. His rimless
| glasses and close-cropped moustache caused him to
! Past Presidents | resemble a store clerk, rather than a general. The
W._ C. (Bud) Dutton second-in-command was a giant of a man on
john Giannetti horseback, in buckskins and with a feather in s hat,
Paul Lanham resembling Buffalo Bill. Another was a cowboy, lanat
Warren (Dusty) Rhoades | and all, straight from the still-wild West. Finally, |
| there was in the officer corps a little old man witha |

great, long beard and tall stove pipe hat.

IMPORTANT DATES IN SEPTEMBER
SEPT 18 Sunday, P GCHS BOARD MEETING, 2:00 PM, MARIETTA
SEPT 20 TRICENTENNIAL OFFICIAL COMMITTEE, NEW HEADQUARTERS IN
UPPER MARLBORO

t SEPT 24 PGCHS FUNDRAISER, "PRINCE OF A COUNTY RECEPTION"
SUNNYSIDE, 16005 DR. BOWEN ROAD, AQUASCO, 1:00 PM




BILADENSBURG, CONTINUED

The lieutenants in this ‘army’ were Carl
Browne, 'Oklahoma Sam' Pfrimmer, and
Christopher Columbus Jones. Their self-
appointed 'General', Jacob S. Coxey, had
arrived in Bladensburg with his force,
"Coxey’s Army,” creating as much alarm
among the citizenry of Prince George's County
as had the British General Ross before him.

It was May 12, 1894, to be exact.' The last
decade of the Nineteenth century saw terrible
time in America. Deflated farm prices and
speculative practices on the financial market
and among business in general brought the
Panic of 1893, which was to be the Nation's
worst business slump up to that time.
Coupled with the depression which brought
business failures and farm foreclosures, there
was mass unrest in mdustry among the labor
forces—a reaction to a reduction in wages and
layoffs. Widespread strikes erupted, the most
remembered being Steel's Homestead Strike,
the bituminous coal industry strike and the
infamous Pullman strike. Unemployment
spiraled. In 1894, the United States Marshals
were overburdened and the small, peacetime
United States Army had the greatest demands
placed upoen it since the Civil War.

Against this background of economic
upheaval, unemployment and general unrest
among the working class, a congenital
reformer rode in his carriage from out of the
West to Washington.

Who was this man, Jacob Coxey? Forly years
of age in 1894, he was born in Pennsylvania,
Coxey had worked at various tasks as a
laborer until he moved to Masillon, Ohio in
1881, where he purchased a sandstone quarry.

"Washingion Post, Mey 12, 1894, . 1

The sand produced was used for the steel and
glass industries. With the wealth he amassed,
Coxey also raised blooded horses on his farm
in Kentucky Because of his varies
background, he had experience as a worker,
and Industrial employer and was familiar with
the agricultural scene as well. His personal
convictions caused him to spend both time and
money on social reforms. Although he could
be classified as an industrialist, Jacob Coxey
broke with tradition and was a backer of the
Greenback wing of the Democratic Party. The
inflated currency position of the Greenbackers
was 10 become a plank in the Populist Party,
whose birth in the 1890s was to give voice to
the plight of the common man *

On a dark night in December, 1891, Coxey's
carriage became mired in the rain-swollen road
on which he was traveling. At this time he
was impressed with the need for good roads in
the United States and one of his primary ideas
evolved from this expenience. Coxey
proposed that good roads were a problem to
be faced by Congress, and that they should
issue $500 million in notes (legal tender
unsecured by gold or silver) to accomplish this
task. The money was to be issued at a rate of
$20 million each month and all 1akers from the
ranks of the unemployed would be paid $1.50
for an 8 hour day, Under Coxey's proposal,
not only would the problems of high
unempioyment and poor roads be solved, but
the Federal government, through competition,
would force private industry to adopt
mimimum wage and 8-hour day rules. To gain
backing and publicity for his program on a
nationwide basis, Coxey formed the J. S.
Coxey Good Roads Association.”

"McMurrs, Dorssld L. Cosey's Anny; A Sty of Ga
Indyzrial Aoy Mo ol 1804, Uiy, of Wieds. Pros, Saanle,
1968, p. 22-3.

MeMurey, p. 25,




Bladensburg continved

It was pointed out that this program would
help the farmers, but not the cities. Not to be
outmaneuvered, Coxey came up with his Non-
Interest Bearing Bond Bill. Under that
proposal, ail units of local government--state,
county, township and municipal--could issue
non-interest bearing bonds, in value of up to
50% of their taxable base. With this revenue
the local governments could build public
improvements such as hospitals, schools, court
houses and city halls, roads, market houses,
etc. The bonds would be purchased by the
United States Government, again with legal
tender notes, and would be repaid by the local
jurisdictions from their tax receipts in twenty-
five equal instaliments. As these bonds were
repaid, both the bonds and the legal tender
notes would be retired !

It is believed that this proposal was the
brainchild of Carl Browne, chief lieutenant and
populizer of Coxey's ideas. The two had met
at a Free Silver convention and had taken to
one another immediately. They were disparate
personzlities, Coxey being a somewhat
introverted business-type, while Browne had
worked variously as a cartoonist, printer,
painter. politician and labor agitator.

Browne's dress was as bizarre as his actions
and his background.: In the winter of 1893-4,
Coxey and Browne busied themselves with
preparations for a proposed march of
unemployed men to Washington, where they
intended to present Coxey’s proposal to the
Congress--the so-called "petition in boots."

As plans progressed, Browne brought forth
another program that was to bring the
movement all of the free publicity it needed.

Mehursy, p. 2627
ehuryy, p M3

‘MeAumy, p. 3N

He had strange refigious ideas which he called
"theosophy." Included in this was a peculiar
theory of reincamnation that taught that, upon
death the soul entered a reservoir containing
the souls of all the departed. At birth, a child
was provided with enough ‘soul' from this
reservoir to get him or her started in life.
Browne discovered that both he and Coxey
were endowed with exceptionally large
portions of Christ’s soul, which, of course,
was also a part of the reservoir. Just as he and
Coxey had been brought together, Browne
maintained that other men of like goals would
be united in the "Army of Peace" which would
march to Washington. Because such a large
portion of Christ's soul would be represented
in this Army, Congress would be unable to
withstand their demands for reform. Coxey
accepted Browne's proposal and their
organization was christened "The
Commonweal of Christ." Coxey was the
general of the Commonweal Army and
Browne its Marshal. The newspapers seized
upon this unusual twist and the movement was
to receive almost daily publicity until its end.

General Coxey issued a call for volunteers for
his Commonweal Army, due to depart from
Masillon, Chio on March 25, 1894, Despite
his predictions that thousands would join the
march, weather intervened and only 100
unemployed workers mustered on that cold
Easter Sunday. At the head of the procession
was a Negro carrying the Stars and Stripes,
followed by Browne, Coxey’s 16 year old son,
Jesse, and others on horseback, and the
trumpeter, Behind Coxey's carriage was
another which held his wife and their infant
son - Legal Tender Coxey. In front of the
unemployed marchers was another bearer who
carried the banner of the Commonweal

"McMusty, p. 37-38,




Biadensburg Continued

of Christ. It bad a portrait of the head of
Christ (which seemingly bore a strong
resemblance to Marshal Browne). Below the
portrsit was the inscription "Peace on Earth
Good Will to Men, He hath Risen, but Death
to Interest on Bonds.™ Bringing up the rear
were three commissary wagons, the panorama
wagon (bearing Browne's illustrations of the
Coxey program) and about 50 members of the
press

The marchers were scheduled to arrive at
Washington on May 1. Along the route,
which generally followed the old National
Pike, the marchers faced many hardships.
Inclement weather, for which the Army was
ill-prepared. took its toll. The adequacy of
provisions to feed the Anmy oflen depended
on hand outs or the charging of admission to
those curious to see the Army in its
encampments. (Canvas was carried with the
group so that the non-paying public could be
fenced out and be prevented from having a
free look. Hostile officials and frightened
citizenry also had to be reckoned with, Once
the Army arrived in an area, however, local
reaction usually changed from fear to pity.
The extensive press COVErage was in a
humorous vein. One newspaper on May 1.
1894 announced the arrival of
Coxey's army of troops, after braving
all the dangers of a march to the
Nation's Capital through a region
noiable for determined farmers,
unsympathetic sheriffs, and faithful
wutchdogs.”
Although there were desertions from the army,
on the march from Masillon, the ranks had

Pitsburgh Chronicle-Telegraph, Maevh 24, 1894 [as
quotnd m MeMomry.

MMy, p. 647

“New Yord Tones May 1, 1894,p. 1.

increased to about 300 men, when they made
camp in the open at the Brightwood Driving
Park off Georgia Avenue on the North edge of
the City. The largest single group, consisting
of 50 men from Philadelphia under the
leadership of Christopher Columbus Jones,
had joined the corps at Rockville. Across the
nation, primarily in the far West, other
"industrial armies" were trying to reach the
East to join forces in Washington. The long
trip for them was made more difficult by
railroads which refused frec passage and also
enlisted the aid of local officials and U.S.
Marshals when trains were stolen. Although
some contingents did reach Washington later
in the summer, most of them struck out on
their own and camped elsewhere because of
political and philosophical differences with
Coxey or Browne.

As in the case of other towns en route,
consternation ant fear reigned in Washington
prior to Coxey’s arrival. Major Moore of the
D.C. Police announced that all precautionary
measures used at the previous year's
presidential inauguration would be put nto
effect. Al trains into Washington were to be
checked. Scveral meetings were held by the
police chief with Col. Snow, Sergeant-at-
Arms of the Scnate and Capt. Garden of the
Capitol Police® As the army grew closer it
was obvious that the movement was & fizzle,
and permission was granted for them to
march.» Officials realized that the crowds of
spectators would present more problems than
the marchers. One writer felt that "(the
crowd) .. will be a maelstrom around &
peanut,"* A solitary mounted policeman met
them when they crossed the District Line
headed for Brightwood Park, Although

"Pest, April 3R, TR, p L.
Frox, April 20, 1894 0 1,

OFimes May 1, 1894, 5 1




permission was Sladensburg cominued

granted for the army's march in Washington,
Coxey was reminded by the officials that the
rules of Congress did not permit speeches and
demonstrations on Capitol Hill. Gen, Coxey
responded that he was ignorant of this law
when he left Masillon, and he intended to
make his speech even if he were refused.”

The parade to the Capitol got under
way as scheduled on May Ist. In appearance it
lacked much the same as the procession
leaving Masillon, except the ranks had now
swelled to about 400 unemployed, including
locals recruited by Coxey's agent in
Washington. The general's daughter,
Caroline, had come from Masillon to nde &
white horse in the parade as the "Goddess of
Liberty". The press reported the event in it
usual derogatory vein.

"The parade was witnessed by
thousands of people, but few of them,
however, were weak-minded enough
to feel anything but contempt for the
marching travesty.

"Most of the people, to be sure,
locked at the scene with great interest,
though with interest akin to that with
which a specialist in insanity might
regard a new form of the disease. ™

When the procession reached the
Capitol, it was faced by the Capitol Police in
full force. Coxey attempted to begin his
prepared speech and a skirmish ensured.
According to the press, "Coxey himself, who
studiously courted martyrdom, . . . was careful
1o shield himself from personal harm behind
his wife’s skirts and the presence of his infant

“Tigaa. May 2, 1894, p. 1.

L, May 2, 1894, p. 1,

child . "+ Carl Browne and Chnstopher
Columbus Jones were locked up by the police,
"Browne with a damaged head from police
clubbing and without his befeathered hat".
Jones had attempted to rescue Browne from
the police and "the old man's silk hat was
jammed over his ears in 2 jiffy."" Coxey later
surrendered and a local merchant put up bond
for all three of them. The charges were
"carrying banners designed to bring the Coxey
Army into prominence in the Capitol grounds”
and "unlawfully tramping on the grass of the
Capitol grounds.” *  The small Populist
contingent in Congress protested and Senator
Allen (Populist) of Missouri introduced a
resolution to establish a committee of five
members to make recommendations which
would prevent "future outrages”. He claimed
that all three of the defendants were "assaulted
and imprisoned by police when peaceably
entering the Capitol grounds."* Interestmgly
enough, the *army” retreated to safety while
their leaders were being arrested by the police!

The new camp in Washington was at 2nd and
M Streets, Southwest, on what was a dump,
located beside an open sewer canal (James
Creek). The lack of shade, coupled with
extreme heat for early May made the site
highly undesirable, although they covered the
area with straw to make sleeping more
tolerable. The presence of a board fence
caused Coxey to immediately apply for a
license to charge admission (25 cents) to see
the men and hear him lecture. = Hopefully the
revenue would help replenish the larder which
had been sparse during the entire trip. Things

Plianes, May 2, 1354, 2.
Times, Mav 9, 18940, 1
»
Times, May &, 1894,p.9.
limes, My 2, 1394, p. 1,

“Poet, May 6, 1894, p. 1.




Bladensburg, continued

were at such a low ebb upon arrival in
Washington that Coxey was forced to spen
some of his own money to provide four
quarters of beef and a barrel of tripe.»

Thus we see that thc general and his
army were beset with multiple problems upon
their arrival in the Nation's Capitol, Hostile
police, a court case and food shortages faced
them Although Coxey had the ears of some
publicity-secking Populist members and had
appeared before onc of the committees,
Congress largely turned a deaf ear to the army
and the principles for which it stood.= At the
outset the D.C. Health Department stated that
the camping ground was a health hazard and
finally on May 10th the D.C. Government
gave the army 48 hours to evacuate the site.
Two days later an unprepared citizenry of
Prince George's County, Maryland suddenly
woke up to the fact that they were being
invaded.

Frederick S. DeMarr

This is the first installvent of the story. The mexi
installmeni will appear in the September edttion

FROM THE TREASURER

We welcome the following new members to
the Society:
Lucille H. Bond
Laura L. Dawson
Carolyn A, Kemp
Thomas L. Lalley
Carol M. Price
John P. and Saily W. Rankin

and a new Life Member:

“Times May 10, 1894 p. 5.

AfaMurry, fid

Maryland National Capital Park and
Planning Commission - History Division

Please renew your membership today!’!

Thank you.
Yack Bourne

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Please note the style change in the Calendar
of Events Page which now shows cight weeks
of activity: (1) it is never too earty to plan, and
(2) we don't want to surprise you.

I would, again, especially invite each of you
to attend the next Tricentennial Meeting on
September 26 at the Bob Hall Warehouse in
Upper Mariboro to get involved in this

growing effort.

September Fund Raiser - You will also see
that we have set the date for the September
fundraiser. This annual "Prince of a County”
reception will be held at Sunnyside, the
Aquasco home of Covington and Monique
Stanwick, on September 24 from 2 to 5 PM.
Invitations have been sent to all members and
other interested parties We look forward to
seeing you there.

Also in September, we will have the annual
County Fair, which promises to be unique this
year as the Equestrian Center's new building
will be utilized for exhibits for the first time.
That event takes place, as always, during the
week after Labor Day.

In October, we kick off our Fall/Winter season
with our regular meeting on October 8, at
which past president Paul Lanham has
promised an interesting aflernoon with Don
Shomette, who will lecture on *Ghost Ships of

the Chesapeake.”



September 1994
Monthly Planner

September
8 | 1:00 AM - 10:CC PM COUNTY FAIR -
UPPER MARLBORC EQUESTRIAN
CENIER
6 Sepé-Sep?4L0PM- 10:00 PM
COUNTY FAIR — UPPER MARLBCRO

7 7-:00 PM FRINCE GEORGES COUNTY GEREOLOGICAL
SOCEETY MEFTING, GREFNEELT LIBRARY
Sep 10 -Sep 11 11:00 Al - 10:00 PA COUNTY

10
FAIR -- UPPER MARLBEORD
12:00 PM - 300 Tt 1814 REENACTMINT, ¥T,

1TOWARD PARE, FOGEMTRE
18 2:00 PM ~ 5:00 PM PGCHS BOARD MEET-
ING AT MARIETTA

20 T7:00 PM - 10:00 PM TRICENTENNIAL -
APPOINTED COMMITTEE, UPPER

MARLBORO
24 |:00 PM - 5:00 PM PGCHS PRINCE OF
A COUNTY RECEPTION

26 7:00 FA - 10:00 PM TRICENTLNNIAL
CITIZEN'S COMMITTLE, BOB ITALL
WARFHOLUSE, UPPER MARLBORCO
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October 1994

Monthly Planner

October

1 Oct1-0ct2 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM MILI-
TARY ENCAMPMENT AT MARIETTA

700 PM PRINUCE GEORUES COUNTY GENEOLOGICAL
SOUIETY MEETING, GIFTNRELT JIREARY

8 10:00 AM - 1:00 I'M PGCHS BOARD
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM PGCHS MEMBER-
SHIP MEETING

18 8:45 AM - 6:00 PM FGUHS BUSTOUR,
LEAVE FROM MARIETTA

h

The Prince George’s County Historical Society has served Prince
Geargians since 1952 by highlighting the rich heritage of their County and
promoting its appreciation on many levels. Through its library at Marietta

{c. 1812) in Glen Dale, Maryland, the Society offers free use of its specialized
callection of books, newspapers, and research materials concerning County
history. Society volunteers also lead public tours through Marietta and hold
special events for children. Each year on April 23, the Society celebrates the
County’s anniversary al an awards event, honoring local residents for their
contributions to the fields of County history and preservation.

The annual Prince of a County reception is a fundraising effort designed to
support the Society's goals while showcasing a private residence,




Donald G, Shomette is an enthusiastic diver
and avid collector of deta about shipwrecks.

(Ohver the past two decades, he has amasyed a
documemted index of nearly 100,000 ill-fated
vessels in the Western Hemisphere, Based on
his extensive archaeological finds and
historical research, he has written Shipwrecks
of the Civil War. The Encyclopedia of Union
and Confederate Naval Losses; London Town:
A Brief History, and Flotilla: Battle for the

Patuxent,

Mr. Shometie was Project Director for the
Sfirst underwater archaeological research
project in Maryland in South River off
Londontown and for the three-year survey on
the Patuxent River which discovered a fleet of
wrecks from the War of 1812 as well as
numerous valuable artifacts.

He ix President of Nautical Archaeological
Associates, Incorporated, serves on the
Advisory Committee for Archaeology for the
Division of Archaeology Maryland
Geological Survey, and is Research Associate
of the Calvert Maritime Museum in Sofomons,
Maryland. He is a graduaie of the Prati
Institute, Brooklyn, New York, and a staff
member of the Library of Congress,
Washington, D.C., and lives with his family in
Upper Marlboro, Maryland.

From the jacket of Shipwrecks on the Chesapenke.

Elsewhere, you will find details of the Fall Bus
Tour, to be held on Sawrday, October 15.
Sign up early as space is limited,

Our Fall Lecture Series will take place at the
new Archives Il building in College Park, and
will begin in October. Further details will be
available in our next edition,

November brings our regular year to a close
and we will have our annual meeting and

election of officers for 1994-1995 on
Saturday, November 12, In addition, we will
hear from Betty Carney Taussig, author of the
delightful Windfall of Inherited Treasures, a
book about the Stones of Aquasco. Copies of
the book will be available at the Fundraiser, by
the way.

Planning for The Holiday Gala on December
10 at Riversdale continues under the gble

leadership of Sharon Sweeting.

So, you can see that we are continuing to
maintam a full and varied schedule for our
members. If therc are any suggestions about
specific topics for meetings, excursions, or
other activities, please let us know.

Les Sweeting, Editor.




HYATISVILLE REMEMBERED

We recently heard from Claribel Pierson, an
old Hyattsvillian’ now living in Montgomery
County, who was excited to learn of our
interest in the history of the City, and offerred
to share her reminiscences during the earlier
part of this century, when she was a girl in
Hyattsville, living on what is now 43rd
Avenue, immediately to the rear of the new
Justice Center, While we are putting together
a significant treasure trove of materials and
oral and written memories, T thought our
readers might be interested in the following
item from the 1924 edition of The Courant,
which formed the yearbook of the graduating
class, of which Miss Pierson's sister, Bernice,
was a member. Bernice was afso Editor-in-
Chief,

LOG RECORD
GOOD SHIP---CLASS OF 1924

One bright September moening in 1920 we gathered a1
Picr No. 1 of the warf of Sccoadary Ldncativns-a rostlcss
company--<xcited, expectunt, wioertan, sraugers to cach
other, and fo (he mubtitude of scasoncd mariners that
fimext the decks of the fhrec weather-beaten vessely
coastituting the flect of H. H. S. {Hyattsville High
School). We hurried wp the gmg-plank and into the ship
of 24—which was o much bigger vessel than had cver
been nmched. When we were aboard she was koaded to
capacity. On schoduke time we heaved anchor and sailed
from the Harbor of Elementary Learning for a fow ycars
cruisc on the "High™ Seus,

As we wikched the vanishing shoreline of the grammar
grades, and expericneed occasional dizzmess due o our
oral compositions, and cut through the choppy Sca of
Algchra, we knew (an! a great Ocean of Adventare lay
before us. Slowly we got on our sca legs and became
adjusted 10 the teniper of the waves. We forged abead
many Koots when we woo game after game in the closely
vompeted contests with our sester vexsels. Sad (o record.
many of our fellow passengers were swept overboard,
athers were oousigued W Davy Joocs' Locker, while the
whole ship floundered on the Shoals of Freshman
Exams. Nevertheless, a goodly mmber wenthered the
storms until we dropped anchor m Vacaton Port, off the

Poiat of Sunny Sophs.

Our Good Ship “24 nesrned hor conrse in the Avtomn of
1921, plving the docp waters of Sophomoredom. it was
on the sccond lap of our voyage thal we caroe fo the full
realization of the irmportnove of our position ia the floct;
undd we nbly bekl our own, oa both the rongh and cabm
i of TL 11 S

One morning, as the bell sounded the forcaocon walch,
the dnngling Jegs, strcaming coal, and grisnimg
countcnance of Ralph Powers was horded by the rope,
and came sprawhing over the rail on the starboard side.
Simce thiat moraing we have acver been able (o tell bow
Old '24 ever sailed without hum.

Agam the White Capped Rollers of difficult subjects
tried to engulf us and treacherous Reefs and Clffs of
Tests and Fxams to strand us, but the kmd Beacon Lights
and the ever sonnding Bouys secceeded in keepisg us m
the narrow Channct il we sighted the safe mochorage
of Upperclassmen.

Crying Heave Hol we fearlessly steered our course inlo
the upknown sce and began the third year of our voyage.
Accustomed to the difficultics and hardshzps of this
seafaring life, the Sovila of Debating and Charybdis of
Atheletics were easily congquercd. The Abyss of Physics
nad Wirlpool of Mathematics were forgotien in the dizzy
whirl of the Junior Prom| Thus with gay bearts we
dropped anchor withio hailing distance of the bay of
Seniority.

We, the crew of the Good Ship ‘24 with Skipper James at
the belm, snd Connie as Firstmate, duly took our place s
the keaders of the fleet on the "High" scas. We were pow
experienced scameon having learned (o mahe and mend

our rigging and keep things ship-shape.

And now we neur the end of the voyage 1t has passeal
like a drenmn i the night—these foor yesrs upon Use scs.
Soon we shall reech the tair Harbor of Graduation, onky
to begin again upon a looger voyage out through the
Golden Gate of Opportunity, where "On life's vast ovem,
diversely we'll s.l.”

And may we all good sulors be
As we snil out 10 the ogen aca.




Sunnyside

Through the gracious hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Covington Stanwick, their home, Sunnyside,
will be the site of the 1994 Prince of a County Receplion.

Built in 1844 by Dr. Michac] Stone, for his bride, Susan Ann Somervell, the house was
connected by a passage, which Dr. Stone used as an office, Lo a pre-existing outdoor Kitchen
containing a large fireplace dating irom the eighteenth century. In addition to the house,
oulbuildings still standing today arc a nineleenth century smokehouse and a corn crib.

A guest house recently constructed by the present owners on the grounds nearby harmon-
iously blends the old with the now.

Dr. Stone, a prominent local physician and public Schools Examiner, was descended from
William Stone, the third Governor and first Protestant Governor of Maryland. Dr. Stone's
father, Judge Michael Jenifer Stone, was one aof three well-known brothers. Judge Stone was
elected to the U.S. Congress the same year Washington was elected President in 1789, John
Hoskins Stone was elected Governor of Maryland in 1794 and, Thomas Stone signed the
Declaration of Independence.,

listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Sunnyside is a fine example of a mid-
nineleenth century farmbouse and is a landmark in the Aquasco countryside. Members and
guests of The Prince George's County Historical Socicty will enjoy the peaceful drive through
historic scuthern Prince George's County to this Jovely home.

The Prince George's Historical Society cordially
invites you to its annual

Prince of a County Reception

Saturday, September 24, 1594
2 pm. to 5 p.m.

Sunnyside
16005 Dr. Bowen Road
Aquasco, Maryland

This event is made possible through the ccoperaton of
‘The Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission,




1994--FALL TOUR--1994
A Visit to Fredericktowne
Saturday, October 15th

TANEY/KEY HOUSE - Dating from 1799, this Federal Style building was the home of
Supreme Court Justice Roger Brook Taney for several years and now houses memorabilia of Mr
Justice Taney and his brother-in-law Francis Scott Key, including a facsimile of the original

draft of the Star Spangled Banner poem.

BALTZELL/LOATS HOUSE - Built in the 1820s as the private home of Dr. John Baltzell, it
was dedicated in 1879 by its last private owner, John Loats, to be used as the Loats Female
Orphan Asylum and remainesd so until the late 1950s, when it was purchased and restored hy the
Historical Society of Frederick County for their headquarters and to house their collection off
county memorabilia.

LUNCHEON at GLADCHUKS -~ SEE BELOW FOR FOOD SELECTION

SCHIFFERSTADT - Completed in 1756 and named by its buildes, Joseph Brunnes, for his
birthplace in Germany, this colonial house with twe foot thick walls, n vaulted brick cellar and
hand-hewn beamed attic, is now used as an architectural museum. An added attraction of the
day will be an October Festival of Arts and Crafts,

The price af §31.00 per person mncludes all
entrance fees, transpartation and luncheon.

GUESTS ARE WELCOME

LEAVE FROM "MARTETTA" SOCIETY HEADQUARTERS
5626 BELL STATION ROAD, PROMPTLY AT 8:45 A M.

DEADLINE OCTOBER 7 - NO REFUNDS AFTER THIS DATE
LUNCHEON SELECTION AND NAME/NAMES
BAKED FISH

BROILED CHICKEN BREAST
Please make checks payable to PGCIIS
Mail completed application to: Warren Rhoads, 12501 Kemmerton Road
Bowie, Murvland 26715

CASH BAR AVAILABLE




PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC

PUBLICATIONS ORDER

__ Prince Geonge's Couniy: A Pictoral History
by Alan Virta. $29.95 plus tax
$1.50, plus sah $2.00.

s Calverl of Maryland, $6.95 {tax
incl.) plus §0.55 sgh.

Allas of Prince George's Counly, $5.00
pius $0,25 tax, plus $0.50 sih.

Indexes ol Chuech Regislers, 2 vols.
0.00 plus $1.00 tax, pius $2.50

$2
Sk

b

Chesapeake Bay of Yore, $25.00 plus
$..23 ktax, plus $1.00 s¢h.

-

Lanham Centennial, $4.00 plus $0.20
tax plus $0.55 s&h.

_ Berwyn Heighls, $3.00 plus $0.15
tax, plus $0.35 s&h.

Gabricl Duvall Biograghy, $1.00 plus
$2.05 tax, plus $0.35 ssh.

_ FireCall, by Francis X. Geary,
$5.00 plus $.25 tax, plus $1.00

sah.

___ History of Bellsville, $4.00 plus $0.29
tax, plus $0.55 s&h.

Flease fcrward the above checked
publicatiens. Full payment
{payable to PGCHS) is enclosed.

Nams

MiGress

City State Z.p
Tel. No. - - ==

TIMNK YOU £CR YOUR CRDER

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICAL SCCIETY, INC,
Annual Membership Application
Date
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Telephone-Home - -
Business - -
Pleasc indicate whether this is a new
membcrc[\ip or a renewal :

New _ Renewal
CHECK APPROPRIATE CATEGORY
___Full Time Student $10.00
__ Member $20.00
_ Life Member $200.00
___Sustaining Member $50.00
Additional Contribution 3

I am also interested in helping the Society
as a volunteer. Please contact me regarding
volunteer opportunities.

I would aleo like to join the Maryland
Historical Society, I am enclosing $25 for
an individual membership or $35 for husband

and wife.

Qur operating support comes from your dues
and contributions. All contributions may be
tax deductible. We appreciate your continued
support.
Please make checks payable to PGCHS

Mail Payments to:PGCHS, PO Box 14,
Rivendale, Md 20738-0014.
Tel 301464-0590



HOURS OF OPERATION

Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM
and during Special Events
Marnectta Tours - Suspended Duting Restoration
Information - {301) 464-0590

THE GIFT SHOP

catwres @ tasteful collection of handcra
items for homes and gift-giving, toys ané gam
or children, small antiques, Historical Society
ublications and souvenirs of Historic Marietta.

¢ Gift Shop is open from 12 to 4 Saturday
nd Sundays.

LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY

Society Is Incnedt it Manetta, 5625 Rell Station Road
Glean Dale, Maryland, off Rowte 193, near Roote 450.
is 15 a facility of the Marviand-Natknal Capaal Park and
lanning Commission.
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OCTS8

Directors - 1994/1995

Directors - 1993/1994

Past Presidents

OCT 15
OCT 22
OCT 27

Eugene B. Roberts ; X 3 met
Julie Bright from Francis Scott Key, including & facsimile of the
Sarah Moseley | original Star Spangled Banner poem.

Jane Eagen
Wallis Hall Cain
Florence Riedesel

Society of Frederick County.

W. C. (Bud) Dutton
John Giannetti

Paul Lanham
Warmren (Dusty) Rhoads .

IMPORTANT DATES IN OCTOBER

PGCHS BOARD MEETING, 10:00 AM, MARIETTA
PGCHS MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 2:00 PM, MARIETTA
PGCHS BUS TOUR LEAVES 8:45 AM FROM MARIETTA
PGCHS FALL LECTURE SERIES, TOUR OF ARCHIVES I1, 10:00 AM
PGCHS FALL LECTURE # 2, AT ARCHIVES II, 4 PM

| OUR 42ND YEAR VOLUME XX1 NUMBER 8
BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 1994 |}

President -  Joyce McDonald
Vice President - John Mitchell
Secretary -  Sarah Boume
Treasurer -  John B. Bourne
Historian -  Frederick S.DeMarr
Editor - Lester H. Sweeting

SOCIETY BUS TOUR SET TO 'I'RAVEL

As mentioned last month, the Society's annual Fall
Bus Tour to Historic Fredericktowne departs sharply
at 8:45 AM, Saturday, October 15, 1994,
Reservation forms are again enclosed.

| In addition to luncheon at historic GLADCHUKS

i the tour features visits to The Taney/Key House,
home of Justice Roger Brook Taney (famed for the
| Dred Scott Decision), and site of much memorabilia

The Baltzell/Loats House dates from the 1820s and
was long the home of the Loats Female Orphan
Asylum, now the headquarters of the Historical

Finally, Schifferstadt, completed in 1756 and now an |
| architectural museum, will be featured, as will an Arts
| and Crafts Festival See you there!




1994--FALL TOUR--1994
A Visit to Fredericktowne
Saturday, October 15th

TANEY/KEY TIOUSE - Dating from 1799, this Federal Style building was the home of
Supreme Court Justice Roger Brook Taney [or several years and now houses memaorabilia of Mr,
Justice Taney and his brother-in-law Francis Scott Key, including a facsimile of the vnginal

draft of the Star Spangled Banner poem

BALTZELL/LOATS HOUSE - Built in the 18205 as the private home of Dr. John Baltzell, it
was dedicated in 1879 by its last privatc owner, John Loats, to be used as the Loats Female
Orphan Asylum and remained so until the late 1950s, when it was purchased and restored by the
Historical Scciety of Frederick County far their headquarters and to house their collection of
county memorabilia.

LUNCHEON at GLADCHIUKS -- SEE BELOW FOR FOOD SELECTION

SCHIFFERSTADT - Completed in 1756 and named by its builder, Joseph Brunner, for his
birthplace in Germany, this colonial house with two foot thick walls, a vaulted brick cellar and
hand-hewn beamed attic, is now used as an architectural museum  An added atlraction of the
day will be an Qctober Festival of Arts and Crafts.

The pricc of $31 00 per person includes all
entrance fees, transportation and luncheon

GUESTS ARE WELCOME

LEAVE FROM "MARIETTA" SOCIETY HEADQUARTERS
5626 BELL STATION ROAD, PROMPTLY AT 8:45 A M

DEADLINE OCTOBER 7 - NO REFUNDS AFTER THIS DATE
[LUNCHEON SELECTION AND NAMENAMES
BAKED FISH

BROILED CHICKEN BREAST

Please make checks payable to PGCHS
Mail completed application to: Warren Rhoads, 12301 Kemmerton Road
Bowie. Maryland 20715

CASH BAR AVAILABLE




BLADENSBURG, CONTINUED
Ed. Note

Last month, we began an article by Historian
Fred DeMarr on Coxey's Army and the
vinvestiture’ of Bladensburg. Herein. we
present the finale of the piece for your
enjoyment,

LOCAL REACTION

Bladensburg's sister communily
cf Hyattsville was the first to
feel tne effects cf the Common-
waal Army. Located c¢a the
oppeosite bank cof the Northeast
Branchk of the Anacostla River,
its begirnings date just dricr
to the Clwil War when Christc-
pher C. Eyatt lef:t Bladenskburg
to 'start Ris cown town. Tn
location, atmosphere znd influ-
ence, Hyattsville desmed herself
cuite supericr Lo her neighbor
Lo the Souta. This good envi-
ronment was, tc her inhasitants,
primarily guarantesd by Lhe fact
that the zaple supply of demcn
sur. amngl bars of questicnable
reputation had been left behind
in Bladensburg.

Friday, May 11,
1891 the news that Ccoxey's new
campground on the edge of
Evattsville, a piece of nroperty
owned by James W. Rogers and his
son, J. Hdarry Rogers, called
Little Spz, brought mass hyste-
ria to thke town, The public
schocl Ekell was rung and about
three hundred citizens gatnsred
for the 1 1/2 mile mazch te
Parthencn Heights, the Regers'
home in Bladensburg. Alcag the
way about one aundrec Bla-
cdensburghers joined those from
Hvattsville.

Taus on

Physiciarn znd peclitical
leader Dr. Charles A. Wells,
head of the citizens connmittee
to "wait upon Mr. Rogers”,
knocked on the front door when
the crowd arrived at Parthenon,
First J. Harry Rogers ané then
his father came cut to face the
irats czitizans. Dr. Wells
statec that the impenging
cresence of Coxey and his
Zpllowers had crealed terror
amor.g the citizens, especially
the womern and children. They
were fearful ZIcr the latter's
safety prinxarily cduring the cay
while the xen wers away. Dr.
viells asksd that the offer De
withdrawn,

T¢ this Mr. Rogers re-
sponded that his retention as
counsel for Coxey had prompted
the offer and that he did not
see how he could manfully with-
draw it. He continued to say
that he thought Coxey's schems
in »ringing grievaznces before
Congress was vislenary and that
his sympathy was with Coxey's
men. Rogers further stated that
his family was with him in his
decisicn. In reply Dr. Wells
expressed satisfaction with the
safety aspect as lcang as the
clignt-counsel relationship
existed between Rogers and
Coxey. Rogers stated that the
campers would have Lo leave the
croperty at such timre as this
re_aticnship cessed.

The pecple, in an indignznt
xood, then withdrew with thireats
of taking the law into their cwrn
hands. Excitzmnent reignec irn
Blacensbures. The Hyattsville
natives called z mass mestinc
for Saturdzy night to consider
ways to protect thsir prooderty
and safety. TL wzs the sugges-



ticn that the best treatment for
Coxey's followers would be to
incarceration in the Marlboro
dail. Col. Wright Rives. USA
(ret.), whe 1lived at Rives
Station on the PBaltimore and
Onio Railrcad near <he District
Line, expressed the general
sentirent in a telegram Lo
Goverror Frankx Brown of Mary-
land.

"I have written ycu Coxey

wi_1l arrive at Bladensburg

to-morrow. pon't allow
this horde ©o put our
propexts and iives In
peril."

A 7Washirngton Sunday newspa-
per appeared wita headlines such
as "Nezlers Mcve Carp",
rEyattswille Talks of Greeting

hem With Shctguns", "CoxeYy
Nearly Causes Riot" and
"Excitenent Ran High in
Hyattsville Last Evenirg". Just

as =he c¢itizens' mass meeting
was assenbling, Coxey and Brow:ae
aloang with a few followsrs and
*he pancramz wagon appearsd 1in
town wizh the intention oI
raking sSpeecnes. A haszily
appointaed committee composed of
Jr. J.R. Owers, L.W. Haberccm
ard H.C. Frmons, with Dz. Owens
as spokesman, informed Coxey
—hat =0 speeches wculd be
perxitted. Coxey's reply trat
he would smeak at any peril
almost czused a gensral fight.
All partles were sgpeaking atb
once and above all Browne could
ne heard asking 1f they intended
zo deny him free speech. The
gensral cry cf wveoices fror <he
crowd was in the affirmative!
Srowne was threatened with
arrest by Sheriff Dove of Prince
George's County and he was
defianz. Another outburst frcm

the crowd czused him to state
that he was &z law-zbiding
citizen! One of the town Zom-

missioners stazted that they had
five ninutes to wove on, or face
arrest, and Coxey moved his
carrizge over to the side of the
rcad and the townspeopie went
back irzo the hall.

At the meeting which
faollowed, State's AtTornev
Richard E£. Brzndt of Prince
George's County was the Teatured
speakar. He recommended ths
appcintment oI a vigilanrce
comnrittee Lo guard the town at
night along with a posse of
deputies to be zppointed by the
sherifZ, in addi~ion a
~omuittee to meet with the
Atterney General of Maryland was
recommended. Brandt also
indicated tnat Geovernor Brown
promised to send militis if
necessary.

Twenty-one deputies were
appointed tc pstzel the streets
of Hyattsvilile and Bladensburg
a% night and each woild racelive
two dollars Zor his serviges.
Upon he2ring of this action,
Coxey replied that his presence
alrsady had some good effect Dy
employing the unemployed of Lhe
area, The nmeeting with Attorney
Geriera. Poe was sef for 10 A.M.
Monday in Baltimore and C. H.

Welch cf the Hyattsville
citizens' conmittae wrote
adjatant GCeneral E.E. Douglas

about ecuipping three companles
of male resicents with srms and

ammunition.

On Sunday the members of
the army spent a dquiet day
putzing their camp in order.

Coxey was in Washingten, but his
wife and .ittile Legal Tender
wera with the men. In the
afterncen Marshal Carl Browne




gave one of his famous speeches
of four hours length. Iin the
course of this tirade the local
citizens received their share of
abuse. Local anger increased
when wcrd of this speech was
received.

Much of the pressure from
Hyattsville was relieved when
Coxey cecided to retreat with
his forces to the other side of
the Ncrthwest Branch inte
Bladensburg. At the invitation
of the proprietor of the George
Washington House, William
Gafford, camp was set up in the
vard behind the hotel. This
area was enclosed by a high

toard fence which proved
attractive te Coxey.
Irmediately a sign went up

advertising admission at 25
¢gents, women and children half
price. The leadership cof the
movement was housed in the hotel
and visitors to the camp caused
the bar to do a brisk business,
bringing complaints from other
establishments of unfair
competition.

At the request of Governor

Brown, Sheriff Dove visited the
campsite and reported that
everything was peaceful. He

foresaw no future need for civil
interference, but ten deputies
continued to patrol in each of
the towns. The Adjutant General
of Maryland responded to the
request for arming c¢itizens. It
was his opinion that fifteen
good men could keep the entire
army under control. He further
stated that the arming of a
citizens' company would be much
more dangercus than Coxey's men;
and besides, he did not have the
equipment. Tn the meantime the
Mayor and Common Council of
Hyattsville, without hearings,

discussion or debate, had passed
osrdinances dealing with
vagrancy, public speeches and
parades.

It was at this time that
Coxey, DBrowne and Christopher
Columbus Jones hkad teo begin
serving their terms in jail
wihich had been ordered as a
result of the dewonstration at
the Capitol on  May 1lst.
"Oklahoma Sam™ escorted the
Black Maria on the trip from the
court house to the D.C. Jail.
During his twenty-day enforced

aksence Jesse Coxey was in
command .

Just four days after
moving, the Ccxeyites were

treated te one of the famous
Bladensburg floods. A flash
rainstorm pub about three feet
of the Anacostia's waters over
their campground. The
preiliminary hail storm had beat
down all of the tents. The men
devoted their efforts to digging
drainage ditches to carry off
Lthe water. A day later George
W. Stegmaier, who owned a farm
and tavern on the South side of
the Anacostia from Bladensburg,
came to the rescue. The area
where his property was lccated,
called Highlands, had sufficient
elevation to protect the campers
from the flood waters in the
future. The cffer was accepted,
the camp moved, and Stegmaier
began to deo the brisk bar
business which had earlier been
enjoyed by the George Washington
House.

After the initial skirmish
in Hyattsville, the flood at
2lazdensburg and the mcve to
Highlands, the army settled down
to a somewhat routine summer,
It was a routine marked by
citizen complacency and army




and ©Ohio Railrcad detective
force. The result of this
meeting was that a special traln
left Balitimore about 3AM Friday,
carrying 5C members of the
Baltimaore City police force
under command of Sgt. Gilbert.
Upon reaching Hyattsville, the
police walked to Highlands,
surrcunded the Coxey camp, and
placed 102 members of the army
under arrest. Mecst of the men
seemed happy to ge and three
cheers were rendered for the
Baltimcre police. They were
marched back toc Hyattswville

where they appeared before
Justice carr on vagrancy
charges. Unable to pay the

fine, each man was sentenced to
three months. The train, on its
return trip to Baltimore,
stopped at Jessup long enough
for the prisoners to Dbe
deposited in the GHouse of
Correction leocated there. After
three months the local citizernrs
were able to Dbreathe more
freely.

Tre Baltimore Sun carried a

story proclaining that "the
captured Commonwealers . .

will build good rozds for the
State cf Maryland, not

withstanding Mr. Coxey's bill
calling for the appropriation of
$900 millicn for this purpose
was not passed by Congress”, It
seems that the road leading from
the main highway to the prisan

was in need of work.
Superintendent Jesse Mocre of
the House cf Correcticn
indicated "they've been
clanoring fer geood roads . .

s¢ it roadbuilding is tbei*
trade, I will let them follow it

fcr awhile". Mpore made a
special trip to Baltimore to
purchase encugh  picks and

shovels to put the crew to work.

About five days after their
arrest, Gov. Brewn sent to the
House of Correction and
interviewed each of Lthe
Coxeyites imprisoned there. Ie
indicated that he would pardon
those who would leave the stale
and would arrange fecr their
transpertaticn. In the meantime
Coxey retained attorney J.N.
Ralston o¢of Hyatisville who
questioned the legality of the
arrests,

Iocally, cther scenes in
the final act cof this strange
drama were occurring. The day

atter the arrest of the
Coxeyites, Two companies of
Virginia militiz were used te
drive the remaining campers at
Rosslyn across the Agqueduct
Bridge intc Georgetown, Lhus
making their passage home the
problem of the D.C.
Comnissioners. Stegmaier, whose
bar had done a thriving business
from visitors while the
Coxeyites were camped cn hls
preperty, was indignant over the
governor's actions. He went so
far as to cffer 5 cents per man
per day to all of those in
Virginia if they would nove over
to his place. 7This plan became
snhort-1livea when Governor Brown
said that any who did would be
arrested.

Stegmaier employed three of
Lthe Coxeyites who were not
arrested to watch out for the
equipment left benlind, claiming
a lien recause of rent. The
general came out from Washington
to pick up his seven horses left
behind at Righlands. When the
men “here attempted to talk with
him, Coxey =said he hzad no
interest and that he had speat
encugh time and money on the




movenent, The resulling anger
of the men caused Coxey to leave
hastily, with his former
followers in hot pursuit.

on August 19, 1694,
Gevernor  Brown notified the
Baltimocre and ©Chioc that he

wanted an engine and 2 cars at
Camden Station, Baltimore, at
midnight, Without fanfare or
acvance notice to anyone, Brown
went to Jessup and toid
Superintendent Moore that he
wanted all of theose from the
West to be released immediately.
The surprised, yet jubilant men,
100 strong, shed their prison
uriforms by 3 AM (The road they
~eft behind had been named Coxey
EFvenue in thelir honor!) and
marched with Governor Brown to
the Jessup station. Shortly
after 4 AM these men were aboard
a Cincinnati train, bound fcr
home, under the watchful eyes of
B & O detectives., The Governor
indicated that a general round-
up ¢f the marchers was adding
ahout 30 per day to the
population of the House of
Correcticn. Under the
circumstances because of the
expense to the &State, Brown
indiczted they would all be sent

home in special trains as
quickly as pessible.
Marshall Carl Browne, who

mystericusly disappeared from
the camp Jjust before Coxey
announced the end, surfaced in
Bridgeton, N.J. where he was
again recruiting men for the
lost  cause. "Oklahoma Sam®
Pfrimmer, who was with Brown,
reappeared at the old campsite
claining that they would
populate it again with a new
army. Lawyer Ralston was busily
serving his client by trying to
gef a writ of habeas corpus in

the Prince George's County Court
although this was moot because
of the gqubernatorial pardons. A
day or two later "Oklahoma Sam"
appeared at DG Police
Headquarters, requesting passage
home. The 24 year-old stated
that the cause was a good one,
but he realized that it was
impossible for a few men to
reform the government.
Chligingly the police gave him
transportation to Pittsburgh,

The Commissioners of Prince
George's wrote finis to this
nightmarish chapter of the
County's  history when they
"ordered that a Warrant be drawn
in favor of George S.
Dove, Sheriff, for one hundred
dolls. to pay special Deputies
at Hyattsville and Bladen-
sburg"”.

VI, EPILOGUE

In retreospect. what was the
outcome of that fitful summer in
the Bladensburg area? Hyatts-
ville returned te¢ its staid role
a8 a town of shopkeepers and
gevernment clerks, having two
new ordinances on the bocks dea-
ling with public speeches,
vagrancy and parades, Bladens-
burg continued its sleepy exis~
tence, but with considerably
less bar Dbusiness. As in the
case of the British campaign of
1814, Coxey's invasion of 18924
caused much alarm and ne harm
for the Prince Georgians,

On the national 1level
Coxey's procrams were to go down
in defeat as a part of William
Jennings Bryan's platform in
1896, It remained for FDR to
adopt road building and public
works as a part of his New Deal
in the 1930's.



Coxey was the first to
march to Washington with his
"oetition in boots", but he
would not be the last. The most
well-known of those which fol-
lowed were the war veterans of
the "Bonus army" in the early
1930's and the civil righls and
anti-war marchers of the 1960's
and early 1870C's. The lattecx
two groups were different in
that they were affluent enough
to travel ¢to Washingtcn in
relative luxury, whereas their

predeceszors came by foot in
poverty.

in reacing the press
accounts of the civil rights
campaign of the 1960's, a

curious parallel with the Coxey
movement 1is noted. As usual,
the number of pergons involved
at any one time depended upon
the source guoted. There was
over-reaction on the parts of
both local citizenry and local
leaders. Those wha led Cche
novements feound it difficult to
10in forces for greater strength
because each was jezlous of his
positien and found it difficult
=o c¢urtail his ego trip.
iikewise the leaderskip had
little of their cwn worldly
gcods invested in the cause in
which many of their fcllowers
had placed everything. Congress
as a body, turned a deaf ear,
but there were in those hallowed
halls a few pecllticians who
junped on the kandwagon to gel
mileage for perscnal gain.

The major gifference
between the two movements came
in the attitude of the press.
Irn the 18%80's scorn was heaped
upon the participants, while In
the 1940's the press gave its
support to the cause.

Thus ended an episcde in

American %istory on the local
and national levels which
accomplished at Lhe time. The
political philosopries and party
piatforms which emanated from
this movement are rememoered
primarily by only the historlans
and the political scientists,
Bul it did give the average
person scme werds feoxr his
vocabulary. For since then =
and even today - when a motley
crew of individuals in a
disorganized state is seen, in a
dernsgatcry sense they are likely
te be referred to as resemeling
"Coxey's Arny".

FROM THE TREASURER

We welcome the following new members o
the Society:

MARY S. BROWNE

Thank you.
Jack Bourne

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Please note the style change in the
Calendar of Livents Page which now shows
eight weeks of activity: (1) it is never too early
to plan, and (2) we don't want to surprise you.

In October, we kick off our Fall/'Winter
scason with our regular meeting on October 8,
at which past president Paul Lanham has
promised an interesting afternoon with Don
Shomette, who will lecture on "Ghost Ships of
the Chesapeake.” Mrs, Sweeting has kindly
penned a review of this book which is
reproduced below

Elsewhere, you will find details of the
Fall Bus Tour, to be held on Saturday, October
15, Sign up carly as space is limited.

Our Fall Lecture Series wall take place at
the new Archives Il building in College Park,




and will begin in October. As this is a newly
designed series, and we ure no longer working
with the Prince George's Community College,
there will be no charge for the lectures. Three
cvents have been scheduled. We kick off with
a Saturday tour of the new Archives I building,
on October 22, at 10-00 AM. We hope that, if
you can make this event. vou will call 464-0590
to reserve a space, because we need to know
how many docents will be required.

On October 27th, a Thursday, at 4:00
PM, again at Archives IT in College Park, the
second lecture features information about the
Archives extensive cartography collection

The fingl lecture, which we have
tentatively scheduled for November 10, again at
4.00 PM, will cover conservation techniques for
archival materials.

Again, while reservations are not
required, we would like to have an idea of the
size of the group so we can let our hosts know,
We want to express our deep gratitude to the
National Archives and, especialfy, the staff of
the Archives IT huilding, for their hospitality and
help in arranging this series. Sarah Moseley is
also to be thanked for a job well done,

November brings our regular year to a
close and we will have our annual meeting and
elecrion of officers for 1994-1995 on Saturday,
November 12. In addition, we will hear from
Betry Carney Taussig. author of the defightful
Windfell of Inherited Treasures, a book about
the Stones of Aquasco, Copies of the book will
be available at the Fundraiser, by the way.

Planning for The Hecliday Gala on
December 10 at Riversdale continues under the
able leadership of Sharon Sweeting

So. you can see that we ar¢ continuing
to maintain a fll and varied schedule for our
members. Il there are anv suggestions about
specific topics for meetings, excursions, or other
activities, pleasc let us know,

Les Sweeting, Editor

FROM THE LIBRARY

reviewer's
previcus

magine this

surprise, whose
bibliographic pursuits focussd
nostly on architecture and
design anc preservation, when 2
three~dimsnsicnal, cclorzul,
aistorical perception of Pringe
Geurge's Ccounty began to smerge
as a zesult of this column.
“rom Margarel Calcott's
Mistress of Riversdale I
_earned much about life in the
early 19th century and the
difficulties asscciated with an
200a0Ly based on tonacco,
gespecially the shipment oI
nogsheads to Euzops and the
hazards of salpping during
~imes ¢f war, or peace for thart
xatter. From Knipse's Lost, a
Brother 1 net, Ifcr the £lxst
time, Commodore Jcshua Baraey,
ane of the real characters 1in
the Toock, who patrconized
Bladensburg's Indian
Tavern., And ncw in xmy latest
recommendation for "a good
read", Shipwrecks on the
Chasapaake DY Donald .
Shomette (Tidewatzr Publishers,
19382}, thase bits 0L
infarmatica take on = deepar,
histcrical ue. The =zuthor,
who will 1lecture in cur fall
series, describes tLhe "Maritime

[




Cheszpeaxe
1808~

Disasters on [the]
Bay and Its Tributaries,
1978."

Donald Shomette is a marine
archaeologist, "enthusiastic di-
ver and an awvid ccllector of
data about shipwrecks. OCwver the
past two decades, he has amassed
a documented index o©f nearly
100,000 ill-fated vessels in the
Western Hemisphere. Based on
his extensive marine
archaeclcgical finds and
historical xe-search, 2e has
writ-en Shipwrecks of the Civil
War: The Encyclopedia of Union
and Confederate Naval Losgses;
London Town: A Brief History:
and Flotilla: Battla for the
Patuxent.

This wec_ume is fast-paced,
highly readable anc more Thzn a
mere litany of cisasters. It isg
excquisitely illustrated with en-
4ravings, many from the
Lepartment of the Navy's Naval
Eisterv Division, and features
maps at the hkeginning of =ach
rhapter te assist in lecating
the shipwrecks whose descriIption
iollows. In additicn tgo

extensive footnotes, the
documentation inclides a forty-
eight pace append.x or
"Chroncloglical Index to

Documenced Vessel Losses in the
Chesapezke" citing the cate,
name and tvoe of wessel, and the
type and location of =sach
disaster. FEvery librarian's re-
quirement for a Bibliagraphy anc
a useful Index is fulfilled.
3ur reszly this volume is about
veowle anc thelr dealings with
the vicissitudes of the weather,
of human failingz, of
shipbuilding and mechanical
problens, of Wars: the
Revolutionary, 1812, and Ciwil;

and anout our foretathers
relaticnship with the waters of

zke Bay. But for this beginning
reader of local historical
raterizls it expands my

understanding of Rosalie Stiers
Calvert's concerns on whether
their hogsheads should be sent
to their European agents, or
held in warehouses for years at
a time, and "fleshes out" a
favorite guest at the Indian
Queen, the Maryland native and
Revolutionary war hero Joshua
Barney who devised a "Much
Yaunted Flotilla" to prctect the
3ay during the Wwar of 1812,
nittle by lLitrle, becok by book,
chis visunally-criented reviewex
becomes mcre deeply engrossad in
the historical significance cof
cur county ancd state.

Sharcn Howe Sweeling
ZVENTS CF OUR FRIENDS

Frarm time to time, we try Lo mention
upcoming =vents taking p-ace in the
area that might be of interest bo our
resdara, over though they are not
Historical Seeciety events. We have a
few thie month that cne might
czcngider,

The Prince Gaorga's Counzy
Genealogical Society will cels-brate
itz silver Anniversary on Ccieober 1,
withh a gala party at the rew Archives
11 zuilding in Ccllege Park, Zrom 1
te & PM, Reservations are a muast,
call 301-24%-8640. There will e no
meecing on the regular Wednesday
nignt in Oectober for the Gene-alagy
Sceizsty.

The newly formed Riverdale
presevvation Asscciaticn kas given
advance natice of their December 11,
1539 Holiday House Tour, Further
information is awvailable from the
Ascociation at 301-277-6615,




October 1994

Monthly Planner

October

1 Oct1~0ct210:00 AM ~ 5:00 PM MILI-
TARY ENCAMPMENT AT MARIETTA
PGCGS 25TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

8 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM PGCHS BOARD
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM PGCHS MEMB-
ERSHIP MEETING

15 8:45 AM - 6:00 PM PGCHS
BUS TOUR, LEAVE FROM
MARIETTA

22 PGCHSFALL LECTURE SERIES #1 AT AR-
CHIVES I

27 4:00 PM - 5;:00 FM PGCHS LECTURE
SERIES #2 AT ARCHIVESII

November 1994

Monthly Planner

November

2 7:00 PM FRINCE GEORCES COUNTY GENEOLOGKCAL
SOCIETY MEETING, GREENBELY LIBRARY

10 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM PGCIIS LECTURE
SERIES #3 AT ARCHIVES II

12 10:00 AM ~ 1:00 'M PGCIIS BOARD
2:00 PM - 5:00 FM PGCHS MEMB-
ERSHIP MEETING

Prioted by Calendir Creator Plus oa 9721594



HOURS OF OPERATION
Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM
and during special events

Marietta Tours - Suspended Until
Further Notice - Information 301-464-
0590

THE SOCIETY GIFT SHOP

Features a Tasteful Collection of
Handcrafted ftems for Home and Gift-
giving, Toys and Games for Children,
small antiques, Historical Society
Publications and souveniers of Historic
Marietta.

Call 301-464-0590 for Gift Shop Hours,

| PRINCE GEORGE'S CODNTY HSTORKCAL SOCIETY
| POST OFFICE BOX 14
| RIVERDALE, MARYLAND 20738-0014

DATED MATERIAL

LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY

The Society is located at Marietta. 5624
Bell Station Road, in Glenn Dale, MD, off
Route 193, near Route 450 Thisisa
facility of the Maryland National Park and
Planning Commission.
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY '

OCTOBER 1994 OUR 42ND YEAR YOLUME XX | NUMBER @

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - 1994 SOCIETY TO ELECT NEW BOARD
This is Lo confirm a notice provided
at the last Society mesting on
Ontoner 8, 1334, that the Novembar
—2, 1994 Annual Meetbing will take
place on November 12, 1284 at 2:00
PM. Betty Taussig, who has
reaearched and written extensively
on the Stoncs of Aquasco, and
*Sunnyzlide”, her former home, will
discuss her book and her stories.

President - Joyce McDonald
Vice President - JTohn Mitchell
Secretary -  Sarah Boume
Treasurer - John B. Bourne
Historian -  Frederick S DeMarr
Editor - Lester I1. Sweeting

Directors - 1994/1595
Fugene B. Roberts
Julie Bright
Sarah Moseley

There will also be an all important
business meeLing, at which chree
directorahips and all officer
poaitiona will ke subject to

Directors - 199371994 election by the membership.

Jane.Eag,en , Nominaticns Chalr, Sarah Sourne,
Wallis Hall Cain preaented the following slate to the
Florence Riedesel QOctober § Board Meeting, and it was

accepted withoul dlssent.

President, Jane Eagen; Vice
Preeident, Eugens Roberts;

Secretary, Sarah Bourne; Treasgurer,
John N. RBourne; Historian, Fred
DeMzarr; Fditor, Lester Swesling;
Directora for the 19395/13%6 Lerm,
Mildred Ridgeley Gray, Wallis Hall
Cain, and James M. Ray; Director for

Past Presidents
W. C. (Bud) Dutton

John Giannetti

Paul Lanham

Warren (Dusty) Rhoads

IMPORTANT DATES TN NOVEMBLCR/DECEMBER
NOV 10 PGCHS LECTURE SERIES, ARCIIIVES 11, 4.00 PM
NOV 12 PGCHS BOARD MEETING, 10:00 AM, MARIETTA
PGCHS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 2:00 PM, MARIETTA

DEC 10 PGCTIS ANNUAL HOLIDAY GALA, RIVERSDALE, 2:00 PM




Mr. Roberts Unexpired Term,
John Mitchell. <Continuing as
Direcors ftor the 1994/1995
period are Julle Bright aand
Sarah Moseley. Joyce McDonalad

automatically assumes the
office of Past President and
remains on the Board in that
capacity, along with Bud
putton, Dusty Rhoads, Paul
Larham and John Ciannetli.

FROM THE TREASURER

As you know, one of the rain
purposes of cur Fall event is
to increase the size of ouxr
mempership. Well, this ias a
banner year in our memcership
drive. In Septemper, thanks,
az least in part, to the
wonderful setting, Sunnyside,
home of Covirgton ana Monique
stanwick, in Aguasco, and to
the wonderfui dedication of
Wallis Hall Cain, the Society
gained Lhe fellowing 24 new
menmbears:

Mr. and Mr.gs Rcbert A. Anderson
Katherine K. Cawood

Captain and Mrs. Bladen Dulany
Claggett

Mrs. Rdward J.. Coffren

Colone] and Mrs. Henry F. Davis
Mrs. Vivien N. Elkins

Helen V. Frame

Jane Gardoner

Mrg. David Gould

The Honorable Louis L.
Goldstein

Jack HNammond

Diane ITickok

Madonna A. ILeaf

Gary Moore

Charlotte Powcrs

John P. and Sally W. Rankin
E. I'. Rivinus

Donna L. Schneider

Dr. Nancy A. Slicmer

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Stanwick
owen and Cherylyn Torguson
Dorothy B. Troutman

Cynthia Williams

Sandra A. Williams

we also welcome a new Life
Memkger

Florence Rcidesel

Thank you.
Jack Bourne

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

November brings our regular year to a
close and we will have our annual meeling
and election of officers for 1994-1995 on
Saturday, November 12. In addition, we will
hear from Betty Camey Taussig, author of the
delightful Windf: nher] ST
book about the Stones of Aquasco, Copies of
the book will be available at the Lecture.

The Holiday Gala on December 10 at
Riversdale. All members are encouraged to
bring a wuest, and, as always, admission in the
form of 2 sweet or savory that is ready to
serve (please mark your plate with your




namne) is appreciated.

In addition to our Society events, we
would also like to bring to your attention two
other activities in which our members might
have an interest. On December 3, beginning
at 1 PM at the Mount Rainicr Cify Fall,
Mount Rainier will have its first Holiday
House Tour, The following week, on
December 11, beginning at 4:00 PM, the
Riverdale Historic Preservation Association
will present its TToliday House Tour. We
wish bath of these organizations success in
these new venlures.

If there are any suggestions about
spectfic topics for meetings, excursions, or
other activities, please let us know.

Les Sweeting, Lditor.

Like so many old adages, the one that says
"You can't tell a book by its cover", or the

dust jacket in this instance, requires closer
scrutiny. In this month's sclection, the
ethereal collage on the jacket, the typography
and arrangement, style and appearance of the
individual pages draws the reader in. But it is
the quality of the writing and the historicity of
the text that completely cnsnarcs the reader.
Once caught in the web of warps and wefts,
the intricate tapestry evolves into &
pleasurable experience. Women of
Achievement in Pringe George's County
History by Therese C. Yewell, might have
been a mere litany of women, identified in
somc scif-serving manner, randomly and
fashioned as women who (to quote
Fitzgerald's Gatsby) "have connections”. This
is not a women's book, it is, rather, a detailed
and complex book ahout women--their
history, their contributions, and their
diversity.

The book presents a microcosm of the history
of women not only in Prince George's
County, but also in the State of Maryland and
the United Stales as a whole. There are no
‘ordinary’ women here, not in this book and
maybe not at alll These are role models,
inspirational women who have contributed
throughout our 298 vears to make this county
what is has become and what it will be in the
next century and beyond.

Their stories are told against a rich historical
context. Arranged chronologically (for in this
volume at least womens' ages are proudly
disclosed), the early entrants have, of course,
passed on--but the patina of the early tapestry
is deepened as a result. Diversity is, perhaps,
the most common thread. Professions vary
widely from the farm manager of 1700, to
slave, to church founder, poet, preservationist,
educator, clected official, volunteer, wife,
mother, judge, lawyer, doctor, firefighter.
Various ethnic backgrounds are well
represented. Some entrants are well-known.
some are obscure, none are uninteresting.



Thus, the reader is drawn to read the volume
from cover to cover. That old adage about
books and covers and quality does not apply
here! THE TOTAL VOLUME IS
SPLENDID from dust jacket to dust jacket.

Therese C. Yewell, Frances Hughes

Glendenning, Mclanie M. Shaw and John W.

Rhoads are but a few of the people whose
diligence and foresight made this volume
possible. They should be heurtily thanked
and congratulated.

Sharon Howe Sweeting

Women of Achivvement is available for §29.00, plus
§4.00 shipping and handling, from Women of

Avhievement In Privce George's County flistory,
Therese Yewell, Project Coordinator. € TAD youm 506,
Cipper Maviboro, MID 20772, Make chicks payahle fo
Community and Ltlmic Affairs Advisory Cowncil, Ine.

PRINCE GRORGE'S ORDINARIES

The following petitions tor

licenses art the august 28, 1750
Courl Sesgionz: All for
nOrdinaries” Lthe term then in
use Lo derote a Puplic House:

Thomas Chittam, Dladensburg
Richard Wriglk, Welch s Ferry
Zachariah Lanham, Piscataway
Carherine Playfay, Piscataway
Ben‘amin Berry, Upper Marlborough
glizabetn Taylor, Nottingham

Marik Townley, Uppex Marlrorough
Cavey Magrudeyr, Upper Marlborough
John Brown, Jr., Bladensbuxg
Henry Lowe, Aroad Creek

Charles Dawson, Piscataway
Elizabeth Brocks, Upper Marlborough
¥William McKay, Nottingham

Submitted by Paul Lanham under
rFrom the Pen of R. Lee Van
Horn

rReligious Toleration and
Maryland's First Jews

The first recorded Jewish
presence in Maryland certainly
gave no hint that one day the
Jewigh Community in Baltimore
would be sufficiently
successful ané pious tc be
referrcd to as "Jerusalem in
America."”

In 1658, Jacch Lumbrezo, "The
Jew Doctor," was accusec of
plazohemy [or having bee:n
cverhearéd to say that Christ
was but a man anc that perhaps



his resurrection had been
acconplizshed by sorcery.
Maryland's nwucl-touted
Toleratiorn Reb of 1645 which
proclaimed religious liberky Lo
a_l ChrisLiaans, in fact
mandated death for those found
to have denicd the divinicy of
Crrist or Lhe existence of the
Trinity. In his defense,
Tumbrozo freely admitted he was
a Jew, but claimed that he had
meant no disrespect for him
“whom Christiane acknowledge Lo
be Lheir Messiah."

The Court found him guilty and
sentenced him to death, and
Maryland's first known Jew
would have become its £irst
Jowlsh martyr had not a general
arnesty decree, promulgated as
a result ¢f political events iIn
England, freed him 10 days
after his arrest.

Maryland adopted its first
State Constituticn in 1776,
when there were fewer Lhan
forty Jews living in Lhe Sate.
This handful raizsed nc protest
despite the Constitution's
limitation of religious frecdom
orly te "all persons professing
Lhe Christian religion" anad
requiriay that any whe would
hold state office must declare
a belief in Christianity.

The U.5. Constitution, xatiflied
in 1768, permitted a Jew Lo
held any federal office,
including the Presideancy. Bul
in Maryland, a Jew could not
eve: become the doorkeeper at
the Annapclis State House. As
Maryland's Jewish community
grew in size and repuzation,
aLtenpts were made to abalish
the dicability contzined in the
State constitution.

In the end, it waz a
Sreskyterian by the nams of

Thomas Kennedy, who
successful ly championed the
cause of Jewiah Eguality.
Kernedy, who had no Jewish
constituency, was a state
delegate from Washington County
who in 1818 introduced what
came to be know as "The Jew
Bill" in the Maryland
Legislature. This bill, the
pre-abolition of any religious
qualification for holding
office in the state, was
defeated in 2813, 1820 and
1823, bur was resubmitted year
after year at Kennedy's
inpistence. Kennedy lost his
seat over it when his opponents
labeled "The Jew Bill" an
assault upon the Christian
religicn, but when he was
returned to the Legislature in
the electicn of 1824, ne
submitted the bill yet again.

It finally won passage in 1826.
Thirty-eight y=ars after the
ratification of the Federal
Conatituticn, Maryland finally
caught up with its spirit of
toleration respecting the
State's Jewish citizens.

Reprinted froem an article in
the Calvert Independent, July
24, 1587, by Bernard Fishman,
Director, The Jewigh Historical
Society of Maryland.

FAMTILY TIES
by Pat Melville

[Tre following article appeared
in Aanltique Week, December 18,
198%, as a reprint from the
Deiphi Times, May 19, 18%3.
Phyllis Moors, a
historian/genealogisk from
De.phi, IN, provided the
information. Pat Anderson
upplied a copy of the

clipping.]



Ir the early part of the winter
of "R824, two young men clad in
the homespun suits of that
date, with their mothers and
sisters made thelr appearance
in Pulaski Cecunty [Ind.]! Each
gelected a 150-acre tract of
land lying cn the banks of the
Tippecanoe river near Winamac.
They were James MEISLEY and
Rebert WALLACE. Each erected a
log capin and each married each
other's sisters. In a year Lwo
babies were boern, but the wives
died and the two widowers
sought consolation by marrying
their mothers-in-law. [I'wo more
babies were rocked in the
cradles, but the fathers were
w dowars again.

For the third time they bore
the matrimonial yc<e by
marrying their mothers-ir-law's
cousine. Again their family
cares were increased, and Lwo
mere little ones rolled over
the hewed log fleocrs. Their
wivea died and the widowers
married their mothers-in-law's
sisterse, aad in & year Lwo
bright litt’Ze ones clasped
their little hands, and again
two widowers solaced each other
in their grief.

Again they were married, Lhis
time widows and & further
increase was made to their
families. Their wives died,
and in the meantime their
daughters by the first wives
had grown up to womanhood and
married and their daughters
were blaooming into the
matrimonial market.

But Jim and Bob did nct give up
their matrimonia’ intent’ons,
and they married zgain. In
1888 James Meisley cied, and
Wal_ace, once more a widower,
married Meisley's second
daughter, and one child was the

result of the union. %Wallace's
wife died in 1892, and the
courte are called upon to
decide what is Lhe relaticnship
of the children of bpoth
families to each other. Nr.
wWallace says he believes if the
right girl comes along, he will
marry again, although he iz 96
years old.

Many thanks Lo Susan Pearl who
passsd the above gem along.

WHAT IS HISTORY?

Your Editor, regardless of what many may
think, does find time to read purely jor
pleasure, in between meetings of this
commiltee or that, Recently we re-read Leo
Tolstoy's classic War and Peace, and were
interested to see the following defimition of
History, which may be of inferest.

abgolute coniinuity of motion
is not comprehkensible toc the
human mind, laws of motion of
any kind become comprehensible
Lo man only when he examines
arbitrarily selected clements
of that moblon; put at the same
Lime, a large propartiocn of
human error comes from Lhe
arbitrary division of
centinuous moltion in
discontiruous clements. There
ig a well known, so-called
gophism of the ancients
consieting in thie, Lhat
Achilles could rnever catch up
with a Lertoise he was
following, in spite of the fact
that re travelled ten times as
fast as the Tortaoisa. By the
time Achilles had covered the
distance that separated him
from the tertoise, -he tortoisc
hze covered ons-tenth ©f that
distance ahead of him: when
acnilles has eovercd that
tenth, the tertoisc has covered
another cne-hundredths, and so




on for ever. Tie problem
seered Lo the anclenls
inscluble. [Ihe apsurd answer
ithat Achilles cculd never
overtake tLhe Lortoise) resulted
from this: that motion was
arbitrarily divided irto
discontinuocus elements, whereas
the motion both of Achilles asnd
ef the tortoise was continuous.

By adopting smaller and
smaller elements of motion we
only approach a soluticn of the
precblem, but never reach it.
On_y when we rave admitted the
concepticn of the infinitely
small, and the resulting
geometrical progression with a
common ratio of one-tenth, and
have found the sum oI this
progression to infinity, do we
reach the sclution of the
problem.

A modern branch of
mathematics having achieved the
art of dealing with the
infinitely small, can now yield
solutions in other more complex
problems ©f motion which used
teo appear insoluble.

This moderr. branch of
mathematics, unknow: Lo Lhe
ancienta, when dealing with
prokblems of motion admits the
conception of the infinitely
small, and so c¢cnforms Lo the
chiet condition of mctlion
{absolute continuity) and
thereby corrects the inevitable
errcr which the human mind
cannot avoid when it deals with
gseparate elements of metion
instead of examining continuocus
motion.

In seeking the laws of
histerical movement just Lhe
same tiing happens. Ihte
movement of humanity, arising
as it does from innumerable
arbitrary humzn wills, is
conTinuous.

Toe understand the laws of
this conllnuous movement 1is Lhe
aim ©f history. But ta arrive

at these laws, resulting from
the sum of 211 those human
wills, man's mind postulates
arbitrary and disconnected
vnits. The first method of
kistory is to take an
arbitrarily selecLed series of
corntinuous events and examine
it apart from others, although
there is and can be no
beginning to any event, for one
event always flows
uninterruptedly from another.

The second method is to
congider the action of some one
man--a king or a commander--as
equivalent to the sum of many
individual wills; whereas the
sum of individual wills is
never expressed by the activity
of a single historic personage.

Historical science in its
endeavor to draw nearer to
truth continually takes smaller
and smaller units for
examination, But however small
the units it takes, we feel
that to take any unit
disconnected from others, or to
agssume a beginning of any
phenomenon, or to say that the
will of many men is expreased
in the actions of any one
historic personage, is in
itself false.

it needs no critical
evidence to reduce utterly to
dust any deductions drawn from
history. It is merely
necessary to select some larger
or smaller unit as the subject
of cobservation--as criticism
has every right to do, seeing
that whatever unit history
observes must always be
arbitrarily szelected.

Only by taking
intinitesimally =mall units for
observation (the differencial
of history, that is, the
individual tendencies of men)
and attaininrg te the art of
integrating them {(that is,
tinding the sum of these



infinitesimals) can we hope Lo
arrive al Lhe laws of hisLory.

ne Zirst fifteen years c¢f
the nizeteenth century in
Zurope present an extraordinary
movement of millicns ¢f vpeoplce,
Men leave Lhelr cuslLomary
pursuits, hasten [rom one side
of Furope to the other, plunder
and slaughter onc another,
triumph and are plunged Into
despair, and [or some years the
whole courge of 1ife is altered
and presenis an intensive
movement. which £1rsTt increases
and then slackens. What was
the cause of this movement, by
what laws was 1L coverned? &sis
the mind of man.

The hietorians, replying
tc this question, lay before us
the sayings and doings of a few
dozen men in a kuilding in the
city of Parims, calling these
sayings and dolngs "the
Revolution”®; then chey give a
detailed bicgraphy of Napcleon,
and of certain paop_e favcrable
or nostile tc nim; tell of the
influence some ol Lhcese pecple
had on others and szay: That iz
wny this movemsnt Look place
and thoge are its laws.

But the mind ¢ man net
only refuses to pelieve this
explanaticon, but plainly says
that this method of explanation
is fallacious, because in it a
weakey paenomenol is taken as
the cause of a slLronger. The
sum of human wills produced =he
Revolutiosn and Napolcon, and
only the sum of those wills
firsL Lolerated and then
deslLroyed them.

"But ewvery Lime there have
peen conquests, Lhere have been
conguerorg; evary time thers
has been a revolulicn in any
glLare there have been creat
men, " says nistory. Aand indeed
human reason replics: every
tima conguercrs apuvcear theres

have been ware, bur this does
nct. prove that the cenguercrs
causced Lhe wars ance that it s
peesible Lo Zind Lhe laws ©f a
war in Lhe perscual avlivity of
a single man. %Yhencever 1 look
at my watch and its hands point
tc ten, I hear the bells ¢f the
neighkcuring church; but
kecause the bells begin te ring
when the hands ryeach ten, T
have na richt to zasume tha:z
the movemenrt of the pells is
cansged by thes posilion of Che
handzs on the walch.

Whanever I so¢ the
movement of a loconotive 1 hear
the whistle and scc the valves
opening and wheels turning, but
I have nc right to conclude
that =he whistling and the
surning of the wheels are the
cause of Lhe movement of c—he
anglinge.

The peasants say that a
cold wing blows in late spring
because the oaks are budding,
and really every spring cold
winas do hlow when Lhe oak is
budding. But though I do not
know what causes —ne cold winds
Lo blow when the oak buas
wnfold, I cannot agree wilth Lthe
peagants that the unfelding of
Lhe oak-buds is the csusc of
Lhe cold wind, for the force of
Lhe wind is beyond the
influence ot the buds.
only a ceincidence of
OCCUrrences sucnh as happens
with all tre pheromena of life,
and I see that however much and
nowever carefully I obscrve the
hands of tnhe watoh, and the
valves and wheels of Lhe
engine, and the oak, I shall
not discever kthe cvausce of the
bells ringing, the cngire
moving, cr of Lhe winds of
gpring. To do Lhat I must
entirely crange my pocint of
wiew and study Lhe laws of the
movement. of steam, of the
bells, and of the wind.

I see




History must do Lhe same., And
atlLenpts in this direction have
alrcady been made.

To study the laws of
history we musL completely
change the zubject of our
observation, must leave aside
kings, ministers and generals,
and study the commen,
‘nfinitesimally small elements
by which the masses are moved.
No one can say in how far it is
possible f[or man to advance in
this way towards an
understanding of the laws of
history; but it is ewvident that
only aleng this path does the
possibility of discovering the
laws of higtory lie, and that
as yet not a millionth part as
much mental effort has been
applied in this direction by
historians as has besen devoted
to describing the actions of
various kings, commanders and
ministers, and propounding the
historians' own reflections
concerning these actions.

From section 1, Part Eleven,
War and Peace, by Count Leo
Tolgtoy, as translated from the
Russian by Louise and Aylmer
Maude, The Easton Press,
Norwalk, CN, 1981.

"sSunnyside” had been built
by my great-great-grandfather,
Dr. Michael Jenifer Stone, for
his bride, Susan Ann Somervell,
in 1844. The house wasa
connected by a hyphen to an
18th Century cutdeor kitchen
containing a large fireplace
dating it prcbably toc 1740.

The unraveling of the
sLlorics of these two people and
Lhe remarkable families from
which they came was Lo unfold
history from the beginning of
Maryland through their own
times.

T cannobt help but feel
that the story cf Susan
Somervell's family--the
Somerville family is the sam=
as the story of the Scettish
ancestoras o¢f thousands of
Americana if their ancestors
came in the 17th or 18th
Centuries prior to 1745, for
England and Scotland were at
odds and it is probable that
all Scots in the English
colonies came as prisoners and
were of ncble birth.

S0 much ¢of this history
has been lost, for the British
destroyed castles, houses, and
above all records during the
Jaccbite wars and even changed
family names when prisoners
were sent to the colonies as
indentured servants. And here
in America the history has been
lost after nine generationsa.
What fiber lies in these
marvelous Scots who have given
us over 50 percent of cur
presidents, so cut of
proportion from the tiny
Scottish population to our own
huge one."

From the Foreword, Windfall of

ited Treasures, by Betty
Carney Taussig, Windfall
Publishing Company, Inc.,
Annapolis, MD, 1983.




November 1994

Monthly Planner
November

2 7:00 PM FRINCE GRORGE'S COUNTY GENEOLOGI-
CAL SOQIETY MEETING, GREENBELT LIERARY

10 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM PGCHS LECTURE
SERIES #3 AT ARCHIVES Il

12 10:00 AM ~ 1:00 PFM PGCHS BOARD
2:00 PM ~ 5:00 PM PGCHS MEMB-
ERSHIP MEETING

0




December 1994

Monthly Planner

December
3 1:0% P - 2200 PAS MOUNT RAINIER HOUSE
TOUKR

7 700 PM PRINE GEORGES COUNTY GENEOLOGICAL
SOCEYY MEETRNG, GRETNRELY TIRRARY

10 200 PM. 4:00 PM PGCTIS TIOLIDAY GALA,
RIVERSDALE

3200 PM - 7200 FM RIVERPALE HOLIDAY HOUSE
TOLUR

/1




HOURS OK OPERATION LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY
Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM
and during special events The Socicty is located at Marietta, 5624
Bell Station Road, in Glenn Dale, MD, ofl’
Marictta Tours - Suspended Untl Route 193, near Route 450. Thisisa
Further Natice - Information 301-464- facility of the Marvland National Park and
05H) Planning Commission

THE SOCIETY GIFT SHOP

Features a 'Tasteful Collection of
Handcrafted Items for Home and Gift-
giving, Toys and Games for Children,
small antques, Historical Society
Publications and souveniers of Historic
Marietta.

Call 301-464-0590 for Gilt Shop Hours
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCKETY

POST OFFICE BOX 14
RIVERDALE, MARYLAND 20738-{M/14

NONK-FROTIT ORG
LS, POSTAGE
PALL
RIVERDALE, MD
PERMUT NCL 1945
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