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LOSS OF A LANDMARK

In November 2001, Prince George’s County lost a very noticeable landmark in College Park -
Brown’s Tavern, also known as White House Tavern, which stood on the west side of U.S. 1,
just outside the Capital Beltway. County inspectors had determined that the building was in such
deteriorated condition that it was structurally dangerous, and their determination was confirmed
by several structural engineers. The building was demolished on November 29, 2001. The
County Historic Preservation Commission is now in the process of drawing up a memorandum
of agreement with the property owners. The agreement will contain several measures to
compensate for the loss of the historic landmark - e.g., the developing property will contain a
landscaped garden space with a commemorative plaque and a replica of the historic turnpike
milestone, the new development on the property will include an educational, interactive
computer exhibit on the history of the tavern, and a restoration fund will be established and
dedicated to the preservation of the County’s other historic properties.




Brown’s Tavern was a two-and-one-half-
story frame side-gabled building, with
numerous additions on the side and rear, and
a prominent twentieth-century front portico.
The main block of the building dated from
the 1830s, and part of the rear wing may
have been significantly earlier. The building
served for nearly fifty years in the nineteenth
century as a tavern and stage stop on the
turnpike between Washington and Baltimore.
For nearly fifty years during the twentieth
century it served as the centerpiece of a
motor-hotel complex. On the grounds south
of the tavern building stood an original, and
badly weathered Turnpike milestone.

Carved into its east face was the inscription:
“25 M to B” (25 miles to Baltimore). In
1998 the historic milestone was removed for
safekeeping, and stored at one of the
headquarters of the State Highway
Administration; a replica will soon be created
and placed at the site of the historic tavern
complex.

The White House Tavern stood on a tract of
land known as Chew’s Folly, which belonged
at the end of the eighteenth century to
William Evans of Baltimore. Evans owned
the “White House” Tavern at this location,
on the west side of the road which ran
between Bladensburg and Vansville; it was a
two-story frame structure, 30 by 18 feet,
with a rear addition of essentially the same
size, and at the end of the century it was
occupied and operated by a man named
Thomas Roades.

At the end of the eighteenth century, the
General Assembly began to consider the
establishment of a toll pike between the new
Federal City and Baltimore. The first Act of
Assembly related to this subject was in 1796,
but the construction of the road did not
begin until the end of 1812. In the meantime
(1807), William Evans died in Baltimore, and

his real estate was bequeathed to two
executors, William Lorman and William
Gwynn, in trust for his daughter, Sarah, who
was the wife of Jacob Giles Smith. Lorman
and Smith, both of whom lived in Baltimore,
soon became much involved in the building
of the Washington and Baltimore turnpike.
By Act of Assembly in 1812, a company was
incorporated to build the road, sixty feet
wide, from Baltimore south, past McCoy’s
tavern at Vansville, past Evans’ White
House tavern, and Ross’s Tavern (now
known as the Rossborough Inn at the
University of Maryland campus), then
through Bladensburg into Washington.

Both Lorman and Smith were appointed
supervisors for construction of the road at
the Baltimore end. The White House Tavern,
during the possession of Jacob Smith and his
wife, became one of the principal stops for
the stagecoaches which ran along the new
turnpike.

Jacob Smith died in the 1820s, leaving his
widow, Sarah Evans Smith, and two adult
children. In 1830 the Smith heirs, together
with trustee Lorman, conveyed the 500-acre
Evans/Smith land to Richard Stockton and
William Stokes of the prominent Stockton
and Stokes stagecoach company. This land
included the improvements “known as White
House and at which a Tavern was formerly
kept, described in Evans’ will as that at
which the line of stages from Baltimore to
Washington were accustomed to stop.” This
500-acre farm was purchased by John W.
Brown in 1835.

John W. Brown was born in New York in
1799; circa 1818, he came to Maryland, and
began to work as a stagecoach driver on the
Baltimore Washington pike. At some point
during this period, he became the manager of
the White House Tavern, and, if family
tradition is correct, also served temporarily




as the manager of Ross’s Tavern, which was
owned after 1821 by George Calvert of
Riversdale, one of the directors of the
Washington and Baltimore Turnpike.

According to family tradition, the old White
House Tavern was destroyed by fire during
Brown’s management, and it was he who
built the familiar structure to replace it circa
1834. Certainly the structural members and
interior trim of the building would support
this date of construction, as does the
noticeable increase in the assessed value of
the property recorded in 1834. The new
tavern was significantly larger (circa 45 by
30 feet) than the original; the rear kitchen
wing, however, had dimensions similar to
those of the rear addition recorded in 1798,
and may have rested on those older
foundations. It has not been firmly
substantiated whether the new building
occupied the precise location of the original,
but in any case, Brown purchased the entire
500-acre White House Farm, including the
new Tavern, early in 1835.

John W. Brown occupied and operated the
new White House Tavern from the time of
its construction circa 1834 until his death in
1862. Ironically, within a short time after
the construction of the new tavern, the
Baltimore and Ohio railroad line began to
operate, on a line just a half mile to the east,
between Baltimore and Washington. After
1835, traffic on the turnpike began to
decrease, replaced by the convenience of the
new railroad; in defense against its new
competitor, the turnpike directors began to
decrease the turnpike tolls, maintenance of
the road consequently deteriorated, and by
the period of the Civil War, the Washington
and Baltimore Turnpike was in serious
trouble.

John W. Brown died in 1862, leaving his

considerable real estate (by then over 1500
acres), including the White House Farm and
Tavern, to be equally divided between his
wife and nine children. His widow continued
to operate the Tavern for approximately ten
more years, serving also as trustee for the
three youngest (minor) children. When the
property was divided among the heirs, it was
the Browns’ youngest surviving daughter,
Almira Brown Mulloy, who received the
portion where the tavern stood. It remained
in her possession, as a rental residence, until
1913. The property changed hands several
more times before it was purchased by the
Irwin family in 1940.

The twentieth century saw another great
change in transportation patterns with the
advent of the automobile. Whereas iraffic on
the turnpike road had decreased during the
nineteenth century due to the competition of
the parallel railroad, line, it began to increase
again in the 1920s and 1930s with the
growing number of privately owned
automobiles and the improvement of the old
turnpike road into the heavily traveled Route
1. In 1940 Almira Brown Mulloy’s ten-acre
allotment was purchased by Felix Irwin, and
the century-old tavern structure was
converted into a motor hotel. The two-story
Victorian veranda with its jigsawn
balustrades and perforated frieze course was
removed, and replaced with tall tile columns;
in place of the second-story veranda, a small
second-story balcony was built to frame the
central entrance. A porch along the north
gable end was enclosed to serve as the office
entrance and waiting room. Within a few
years, small brick cottage units were built on
the grounds north and west of the tavern,
substantially increasing the capacity of the
motor hotel. Although its appearance and its
setting had been considerably altered, the
White House Tavern had once again come to
reflect a latter day manifestation of its




original function, i.e., a stopping place for
travellers on a heavily-used artery of
transportation.

The complex operated as a motel for nearly
fifty years in the twentieth century. By the
1990s, the motel complex had shut down,
and the historic tavern building was in
seriously deteriorating condition. Various
plans began to be considered for
development of the property. Years of
neglect, vandalism, and finally the tornado of
September 2001 took their toll, and the
building was determined to be beyond
salvage. Its demolition late in November
2001 has taken away a familiar landmark of
considerable historical importance.

Susan G. Pearl, January 2002. The
Sfollowing article is also by Susan and
includes previously published information.

SAVING LANDMARKS

Although the County Historic Preservation
Commission worked for several years with
the owners and developers in an effort to
save Brown’s Tavern, these efforts in the
end failed. The Historical Society was not
involved in these efforts, but has taken steps
to become very much involved (through
joining with other groups in the preservation
community) in recognizing and preserving
another part of our heritage.

Three Society members, President John
Petro, Historian Susan Pearl, and Director
Mildred Ridgely Gray recently met with staff
of the County Board of Education regarding
the preservation of Ridgely School, one of
our County’s landmarks in the history of

African-American education. Ms. Gray who
both attended the school and taught there,
also represented the Ridgely family that is so
closely associated with the school and the
nearby Ridgely Church. Ms. Pearl also
represented the Historic Preservation
Commission, through which the Ridgely
School may achieve Historic Site designation
(and thus protection). They were joined by
Carolyn Rowe, representing the Historical
and Cultural Trust and its current project to
erect historical markers at several of the
County’s Rosenwald schools. (For
information about Rosenwald Schools, see
PGCHS News and Notes, XX VIII, Number
2, March 2000.) All expressed concern
about the deteriorating condition of the
building, presently used as the County
School bus dispatch depot, and the hope
that, like the Highland Park School (a
happily successful preservation case),
Ridgely School can be recognized and
protected through the County’s Preservation
Ordinance.

The Board of Education staff seemed
genuinely interested in the history and
significance of Ridgely School, and will
undertake an examination of its structural
condition. We have now had a second
productive meeting with the Board of
Education staff, and will keep the Society
membership informed of progress through
upcoming issues of News and Notes. For
now we will update and reprint part of the
above-cited News and Notes article on
Ridgely School and on Highland Park School
(another Rosenwald School). As
counterpoint to the loss of Brown’s Tavern,
read on - about the history of Ridgely
School, and about the successful
preservation, rehabilitation and continued
use of Highland Park School.

_



Prince George's County Historical Society
Heritage Calendar
March 2002

2,9,16 Colonial Mornings: Colonial Children's Activities
Montpelier Mansion 10-12 301-953-1376 $$

4- Ecology & Natural History of the Anacostia River- Lecture
Bladensburg Waterfront Park 301-779-0371

7&14- Peter Pan Club-pre-school activities
College Park Aviation Museum 10:30 301-864-6029 $$

10- "An Afternoon with Stephen Foster” Musicale
Mariatta House Museum 4PM 301-464-5291 $$

10- Sweetheart Tea
Belair Mansion 4PM 301-809-3089 $$

10- "The Race Between the Wright Brothers and Samuel Langley" Dr. John Anderson
College Park Aviation Museum 2PM 301-864-6029 $$

14- Valentine Wedding Reception
Darnall's Chance 9-1 301-952-8010 Free

15- Valentine Tea
Montpelier Mansion 3PM 301-699-953-1376 $$

16- Opera in the Mansion
Belair Mansion 6PM 3-1-809-3089 $$

16&17- Landsknecht Winter Camp- Roman Empire
Marietta House Museum 9-3 301-464-5291 Free

17- "The Women of Manetta"
Marietta House Museum 4PM 301-464-5291 $$

18- Presidents' Day Shoretine Walk
National Colomal Farm 11:30-2 301-283-2113 Free

23- "Around the World with Amelia Earhart" a Living History Presentation
College Park Aviation Museum 1 & 3 301-864-6029 $$

24- George Washington Musicale
Montpelier Mansion 2PM 301-953-1376 $$

28- "The Great Black Jockeys" Edward Hotaling lecture
Belair Mansion 7:30 301-809-3089 Free



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PUBLICATIONS

rince George's County: A Pictorial History

Alan Virta Revised |998 Updated Edition. Hardcover 308 pages. Price $42.95 S&H $3.00%
he history and essence of Prince George's County come alive in werds and pictures in this beautiful collector's edition. Written in a
scinating narrative with more than 350 photographs, maps and iliustrations, many in full color and previousiy unpublished,

alvert of Maryland
Reprint of James Otis Kaler's 1910 publication. Hardcover 166 pages, pen and ink illustrations. Price $6.95
is fact-based novel shows the home life of the colonists from a child’s viewpoint. This story is told in the first person by young

tlas of fifteen Miles around Washington including the County of Prince George Maryland
eprint 1975. Soft caver 47 pagas. Price $!10.00

ompiled, Drawn & Published from Actual Surveys by G.M. Hopkins 1878 including “historical" stretches. indexed.

tlas of Prince George's County, Maryland 1861
.eprint 1996. Soft cover 32 pages. Price $10.00

tlas was adapted from Martenet's Map of Prince George's County Maryland, with information frem 1860 federal census for each Election
District. Indexed.

olume | Protestant Episcopal Church, King George's Porish & Queen Anne's Farish
y Helen W. Brown Reprint 2000 Soft cover 200 pages. Price $18.00

tvrince George's County, Maryland Indexes of Church Registers 1686-1885
v

t;ince George's County, Maryland Indexes of Church Registers 1686-1885
\Z

'olume 2 Protestant Episcopal Church, St. Paul's Parish and Prince George's Parish
Helen W. Brown Reprint 2000 Softc over 196 pages. Price $18.00

ut of the Past - Prince Georgeans and their Land
by R. Lee Van Horn Reprint 1996 Hardcover 422 pages. Price $20.00
tronicle of everyday life in Prince George's County, Maryland from the time of its founding in 1696 until the beginning of the Civil War
om information gleaned from public records, newspapers and orivate papers.

Tricentennial Cook Book
ompiled & Edited by Dorothy Rainwater & Tricentennial Celebraticn Committee. Printed 1996. Soft cover, spiral beund 15C pages.
ice $10.00 Contains recipes collected from county residents as part of the tricentenniai celebration.

ourney Through Time - A Pictorial History of the Prince George's County Police Department
y Lt. Dennis Campbell Printed 1991, Hardcover 304 pages. Price $40.00 S3H $3.00*
A history of the county police department coving over 200 years. Indexed.

Shipping & Handling:

* p.G. Pictorial History, *Journey Through Time & * Landmarks of Prince George's County
Shipping & Hardling is $3.00 each for these books. They are shipped separate.

ALL OTHER BOOKS - S & H $2.50 EACH AND 50¢ FOR EACH ADDITIONAL BOOK.
International Orders Please add $10.00 to the cost of shipping and handling.

Send orders to: Prince George's County Historical Society Make checks payable to:
Publication Sales Prince George's County Historical Society
P.O. Box 14 Maryland residents please add 5% sales tax

Riverdale, MD 20738-0014




Ridgely

The Ridgely School ("Colored" School #1
in Election District #13) was built in
1927. Before this school was built, classes
for elementary students had been held in
the Lodge, or "Society Hall", which stood
on the lot immediately adjoining to the east,
and across the street was the Methodist
church. The first church on this site had
been erected in the 1870s, and known as
Ridgely Church after the family of its
principal trustee. By the 1890s a small
community had developed in this area; its
focal points were Ridgely Church, the
Lodge, and, later, the adjoining
schoolhouse.

In the survey of Colored Public Schools of
1923/24 (at which time there were 42
elementary schools for black children in
Prince George's County), it was recorded
that a new Rosenwald school was
programmed for construction at Ridgely. In
1927, the Board of Education purchased 2
acres of land from the Ridgely family. The
architectural firm of Linthicum and
Linthicum was contracted to design a two-
room schoolhouse on this land, similar to
two other schools built in that year. The
Ridgely School opened in 1927, a
prototype of the black elementary schools
constructed in the late 1920s: two large
classrooms, each of which served at least
three grade levels, a ceptral passage, and
an entranceway flanked by two cloakrooms.

Ridgely School served as a Special Center
during the early 1950s, and since the late
1960s has served as the bus management
office for the Prince George's County Public
Schools. Although the building has been
altered to meet the needs of its current use,
and although it is not in good condition
today, it still exhibits many of the

prototypical features of the Rosenwald
schoothouses, and is probably in the closest
to original condition of the primary schools
built in Prince George's County's during the
Rosenwald program.

Highland Park School

The Highland Park School was built only a
year after Ridgely School. It was designed
by the same architectural firm as Ridgely,
but it differs greatly from Ridgely in size,
material, purpose and locale. Two schools,
one at Highland Park and one at Lakeland
were built from the same design in 1928.
The Lakeland and Highland Park Schools
are large and substantial brick structures;
each was built in a developing suburb, and
each was intended to provide education
through the High School grades.

The first High School for black students in
Prince George’s County had been
established in the County Seat (Upper
Marlboro) in 1921; before that, African-
American students who aspired to higher
education had to travel into the District of
Columbia. The Upper Marlboro High
School served the students of the southern
part of the County. Within its first year or
s0, pressures were brought to bear on the
Board of Education to provide secondary
education to more of the county’s African-
American population. By 1927, the
Linthicum and Linthicum firm was
contracted to design two more high schools
for black students: in Lakeland, to serve
students from the northwestern part of the
County, and Highland Park to serve those
from the north central area.

The Highland Park and Lakeland schools
were substantial brick buildings, architect-
designed by the firm Linthicum and
Linthicum of Raleigh, North Carolina. They




were nearly identical to one another, built
on the same plan. Each school had six
large classrooms (each with a cloak room),
a library, an office, girls’ and boys’
bathrooms, and a utility room. Each was a
large hip-roof building with arched entrance
enframed by a projecting frontispiece
surmounted by a shaped parapet - the
parapets of the two schools are slightly
different in decoration, but both are
distinguished by the use of stone for the
parapet caps, the keystones and decorative
plaques. The two schools opened in the fall
of 1928, serving all grades from first
through twelfth. Over the more than 70
years of their existence, these two schools
have undergone changes, serving as junior
high schools after larger high schools were
built and after school desegregation, and
later as elementary schools.

The Highland Park School has had a series
of major additions, so that the original
building now constitutes the northernmost
wing of a larger building complex. As the
original old building began to age and
deteriorate, there was thought of
demolishing it, but the County’s
Preservation Ordinance, aided
immeasurably by an aroused local
constituency, managed to stress the historic
and architectural significance of the
building. It was designated as an Historic
Site under the County’s Preservation
Ordinance in 1992, and today it has been
throughly rehabilitated. Highland Park
School has opened once again, this time as
a neighborhood elementary school.
Through a project undertaken by the
Historical and Cultural Trust, a handsome
bronze sign will soon be erected on the
school grounds, commemorating the history
and significance of this important educational
landmark.

From the Editor’s Desk

As many of our readers know, I prefer to
organize newsletters around themes. This
can be an annoying habit, especially when I
repeatedly ask my main supplier, Historian
Susan G. Pearl, for information and articles.
So, once again I am indebted to her. The
theme for this issue relates to a musical term,
counterpoint or “a theme or element in a
work of art that forms a contrast with
another” and was brought to mind by the
approaching musical event of the year, the
Schubert Festival, March 23-25. (See their
website at www.stompingground.com/
schubert for details) and a call from our old
friend Paul Lanham. He drew my attention
to an article in the Real Estate section of the
Washington Post dated Saturday, January
19, 2002. The piece called “Eclectic Area
Shows What’s Net in a Name” concerned
the renaming of the Whiskey Bottom Road
Elementary School in the early 1990s to
Laurel Woods Elementary to escape certain
historical connotations. Paul pointed out
that the article quoted “local historian John
Calder” which was the nom de plume of
John Brennan, who was very active in the
early days of the Historical Society and who
encouraged Paul to run for President of the
organization. The discussion of the
historical significance of the name Whiskey
Bottom brought to mind an earlier issue of
News and Notes from the fall of 2000 whose
theme was “What’s in a Name.” Point-
Counterpoint.

Susan had already written an article on the
loss of Brown’s Tavern in College Park and |
went back to her and requested a
counterpoint story. She kindly updated a
previously published article related to the
Ridgely and Highland Park schools. It seems
like a fitting tribute to February as Black
History Month although as historical society




