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Happy New Year!

1992 Board Elected
he Novembe r  9 ,  199 1 meetin g o f  th e Princ e George' s Count y

Historica l  Societ y wa s calle d t o orde r  b y  Dust y Rhoads ,  i n th e
absenc e o f  Presiden t  Bu d Dutto n an d Vic e Presiden t  Joyc e
McDonald .  Th e firs t  orde r  o f  busines s wa s th e electio n o f  199 2
officers .  Th e slat e wa s rea d a s presente d a t  th e Octobe r  meet- 11

in g an d wa s approve d a s presented .  Th e electe d Boar d i s a s
follows :

President :  W.  C .  "Bud "  Dutton ,  Jr .
Vice-President :  Joyc e McDonal d
Recordin g Secretary :  Sara h Bourn e ^̂"" "
Treasurer :  Joh n Bourn e
Edito r  o f  News &  Notes :  Br .  Davi d Richardso n
Librarian/Historian :  Fre d DeMar r
Directors :  Chery l  Adams An n Ferguso n

Edit h Bago t  Joh n Mitchel l
Jan e Eaga n Eugen e Robert s

Congratulations !

continue d o n pag e 4  .. .

Volunteers Work Over  500 Hours!
Mariett a ha s ha d a  bus y schedul e thi s fal l  thank s t o ou r

volunteers .  Withou t  the m w e woul d no t  b e abl e t o hav e th e
hous e ope n fo r  specia l  exhibit s an d programs .

I n additio n t o regula r  Sunda y afternoo n tour s w e sponsore d
a Quil t  Exhibi t  featurin g antiqu e an d contemporar y quilts ,
and lecture s b y Blac k Histor y Specialis t  fo r  MNCPPC History ^
Division ,  Gai l  Thomas ,  an d Alic e Skard a fo r  thre e weekend s

% ̂ k  i n October .  Historica l  Societ y Vic e
*** '  President ,  Joyc e McDonal d an d Boar d

Members,  Edit h Bago t  an d Dust y Rhoad s

continue d o n page
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Volunteers ,  continue d fro m pag e 1  .. .

spearheade d th e project .  A  specia l  thank s
als o goe s t o Alic e Skard a fo r  he r  advic e
and expertise .  Quilt s wer e loane d t o
Mariett a fo r  th e exhibi t  b y  Bett y Atwood ,
Edit h Bagot ,  Sara h Bourne ,  Myma Combs ,
Glady s Dill ,  Len a Dixon ,  Margare t  Kelly ,
Joyc e McDonald ,  Loi s Nickel ,  Isabell a
Thompson,  Fred a Sheridan ,  Alic e Skarda ,
Margare t  Todd ,  an d Susa n Wolfe .  Th e sho w
require d si x volunteer s eac h da y i t  wa s
open .  A  graciou s than k yo u t o eac h o f  th e
following :  Bett y Atwood ,  Edit h Bagot ,
Myrn a Combs,  Eugeni a Dixon ,  Len a Dixon ,
Pear l  Ellerin ,  Elain e Entwistle ,  Willar d
Entwistle ,  Donn a Herritt ,  Joyc e McDonald ,
Jacki e Mosely ,  Sara h Mosely ,  Id a Na chanson ,
Loi s Nickel ,  Max i  Phillips -, Jenni e
Reinhardt ,  Dust y Rhoads ,  Juli e Rhoads ,
Renat e Ryan ,  Gre g Sayles ,  Alic e Skarda ,
Louis e Tatspaugh ,  Isabell e Thompson ,
Margare t  Todd ,  Rut h Trachy ,  Ki m Walker ,
Ji m Wolfe ,  an d Meridit h Wolfe .

No soone r  wa s th e quil t  exhibi t  dow n
tha n th e Dol l  Exhibi t  wen t  up .  Thi s exhibi t
displaye d ove r  20 0 antiqu e an d contemporar y
collectibl e dolls ,  an d dol l  accessories .

Emil y Manning ,  owne r  o f  Aun t  Emily' s Dol l
Hospita l  i n Riverdal e gav e a  lectur e o n
dol l  collecting ,  an d Rober t  Weikel ,  owne r
of  Weikel' s  Antiques ,  Redlion ,  PA ,  allowe d
th e Societ y t o brin g a  numbe r  i f  doll s
(an d quilt s durin g th e quil t  show )  t o sel l
i n th e Gif t  Sho p wit h a  commissio n goin g
t o th e Historica l  Society .  Boar d Member
Edit h Bago t  an d Vic e Presiden t  Joyc e
McDonal d wer e i n charg e o f  thi s exhibit .
Doll s wer e loane d t o Mariett a b y Edit h
Bagot ,  Denni s  an d France s Gulick ,  Ji m an d
Bett y Maher ,  Emil y Manning ,  Joyc e McDonald ,
Mari e Meredith ,  Miria m Smith ,  Valeri e
Smith ,  Rene e Walters ,  Meredit h Wolfe ,  an d
Susan Wolfe .  A  bi g than k yo u goe s t o th e
many peopl e wh o helpe d monito r  room s an d
work i n th e gif t  sho p durin g thi s exhibit .
They were :  Bett y Atwood ,  Edit h Bagot ,
Bonni e Baird ,  Caro l  Beenick ,  Myrn a Combs,
Meliss a Leatherman ,  Joyc e McDonald ,  Sara h
Mosely ,  Loi s Nickel ,  Darlen e Thompson ,  Lis a
Thorpe ,  Ki m Walker ,  Rene e Walters ,  an d
Meredit h Wolfe .

continue d o n pag e 3  .. .



Volunteers ,  continue d fro m pag e 2  .. .

The Historica l  Societ y an d th e Histor y
Divisio n o f  Marylan d Nationa l  Capito l  Par k
and Plannin g Commissio n (MNCPPC)  sponsore d
thre e Princ e George' s Count y Teachers '
Teas ,  Octobe r  24 ,  Novembe r  2 1 an d Decembe r
12,  1991 .  Boar d member  Jan e Eage n coordin -
ate d thi s progra m wit h Sandr a Hane y  fro m
th e Histor y Division .  Ove r  6 0 teacher s
attende d th e tea s tha t  introduce d the m t o
th e resource s availabl e t o the m an d thei r
student s throug h th e Historica l  Societ y
and th e Histor y Division .  Presiden t  Bu d
Dutto n welcome d th e guest s a s di d Histor y
Divisio n Manager ,  Joh n Walton .  Eac h gues t
receive d a  packe t  o f  informatio n o n MNCPPC
historica l  site s an d a  gif t  o f  th e Calver t
of  Marylan d boo k reprinte d b y th e Historica l
Society .  Thank s t o Boar d member s  Chery l
Adams,  Sara h Bourne ,  Fre d DeMarr ,  Joyc e
McDonald ,  an d Dust y Rhoads ,  an d member
Florenc e Reidisel l  fo r  helpin g t o mak e thi s
suc h a  successfu l  event .

Cappin g of f  th e seaso n wa s ou r  Holida y
Candleligh t  Tour s th e firs t  weekend s i n
December .  Th e hous e wa s decorate d b y  Edit h
Bagot ,  Fre d DeMarr ,  Joyc e McDonald ,  an d
Dust y an d Juli e Rhoads .  Max i  Phillip s
donate d a  generou s suppl y o f  berr y lade n
Holl y an d Magnoli a branches .  Thi s even t
require d seve n volunteer s pe r  evenin g an d
specia l  thank s goe s t o thi s grou p wh o
fi t  a n evenin g (o r  two ,  o r  three )  o f
volunteerin g int o thei r  bus y holida y
schedules ,  an d included :  Bett y Atwood ,
Edit h Bagot ,  Gu y Barron ,  Caro l  Beenick ,
Jac k Bourne ,  Fre d DeMarr ,  Jan e Eagen ,
Elain e an d Willar d Entwistle ,  Donn a
Herritt ,  Ke n Kalisz ,  Meliss a Leatherman ,
Joyc e McDonald ,  Sara h Mbsely ,  Max i
Phillips ,  Jenni e Reinhardt ,  Dust y an d Juli e
Rhoads ,  Alic e Skarda ,  Darlen e Thompson ,
and Ji m Wolfe .

me
MOTE

The Edito r  apologize s t o PGCHS member s fo r
not  gettin g th e Januar y issu e int o you r
hands sooner .  Bu t  du e t o a  hecti c
December  '9 1 schedule ,  i t  wa s no t  possible .
However ,  o n a  mor e positiv e note ,  yo u shoul d
be receivin g th e Februar y issu e i n th e no t
to o distan t  future .  I t  i s  my sincer e hop e
tha t  eac h month' s HEWS &  NOTES ca n b e i n th e
mai l  wel l  i n advanc e o f  program s an d events .
Pleas e kee p you r  finger s crossed !

The Mariett a Gif t  Sho p wa s ope n o n
Saturday s i n October ,  Novembe r  an d th e
firs t  tw o week s o f  December .  Vic e Pres .
Joyc e McDonal d wh o manage s th e sho p give s
a heart y than k yo u t o thos e Saturda y
volunteers :  Bett y Atwood ,  Caro l  Beenick ,
Sara h Bourne ,  Max i  Phillips ,  Jenni e
Reinhardt ,  Renat e Ryan ,  an d Darlen e
Thompson.

I t  i s  mos t  obviou s fro m th e abov e tha t
th e Mariett a Hous e Committe e i s  workin g
har d t o presen t  a  variet y o f  educationa l
and entertainin g program s t o th e publi c
at  th e mansion ,  bu t  i t  require s a  stron g
commitmen t  o n th e par t  o f  ou r  volunteer s
t o carr y ou t  thes e activities .  We expres s
a bi g THANK YOU t o the m fo r  contributin g
ove r  50 0 hour s  o f  tim e t o hel p mak e thi s
Fall' s  event s happen .

The Hous e Committe e i s alway s happ y
t o receiv e ne w volunteers .  I f  yo u may b e

intereste d i n joinin g th e committe e o r
participatin g i n on e o f  it s programs ,
pleas e le t  u s know .  Cal l  Susa n Wolf e a t
301/464-5291 .

"Flashbacks" in POST

There' s a  nic e "educational "  featur e
appearin g eac h wee k i n th e Sunda y comi c
stri p sectio n o f  Th e Washingto n Post .
Entitled ,  FLASHBACKS,  th e artis t  i s  Patric k
M.  Reynolds .  Th e weekl y serie s deal s wit h
Washington ,  D.C .  histor y an d ha s prove n t o
be mos t  interesting .  What  a  grea t  plac e t o
put  thi s series :  i n th e "funnies" ,  ofte n
th e firs t  sectio n many o f  u s hea d fo r  o n
a Sunda y morning .



Letter s t o th e Edito r

Dear  Editor :

You may b e intereste d i n knowin g abou t
our  group' s visi t  t o Mariett a mansio n o n
November  .14 ,  1991 .  Our  grou p wa s fro m
Collingto n Lif e Car e Cente r  (Michellville ,
MD)  an d sponsore d b y Mrs .  Time r  fro m th e
Princ e Georg e Count y Communit y College .

The friendl y greetin g b y Mr .  Rhoads ,
combine d wit h coffe e an d cak e mad e u s [fee l
reall y welcome .

Hi s explanation s whe n showin g eac h roo m
and th e nearb y offic e buildin g o f  Gabrie l
Duval l  wer e ver y interesting .  Als o h e wa s
open t o answerin g questions .

I  wa s intrique d b y th e variety ,  qualit y
and reall y invitin g price s o f  th e item s i n
th e Gif t  Shop .  I  a m delighte d wit h th e
antiqu e silve r  coffe e spoon s I  purchase d
there .

The landscap e aroun d i s alread y wort h
th e trip .

I  a m gratefu l  fo r  wha t  th e Princ e
George' s Count y Historica l  Societ y doe s fo r
us,  s o tha t  w e ca n lear n abou t  th e histor y
and traditio n o f  th e county .

Sincerel y yours ,
Iren e Heppne r
Mitchellvill e

«J
•  •NEWS &  NOTES welcome s an y

reade r  suggestions ,  coniment s
or  questions .  Letter s shoul d
be addresse d t o Davi d Richardson ,
P.O.  Bo x 31698 ,  Capito l  Heights ,
MD 20743 .

JL.̂fĉ ĵ iiBHHfĉUf c

Stat e Archive s T o Clos e Monday s

Due t o cutback s i n th e Stat e budget ,
th e Publi c Searchroo m o f  th e Marylan d Stat e
Archive s wil l  b e close d o n Monday s effect -
iv e immediately .  Th e Searchroo m wil l  re -
mai n ope n Tuesda y throug h Friday ,  8:0 0 a.m .
t o 4:3 0 p.m .  an d Saturday ,  8:3 0 a.m .  t o
4:3 0 p.m .  On Saturday s only ,  th e Search -
room'  close s fo r  lunch ,  1 2 noo n t o 1  p.m .

Reduction s i n Archives '  staf f  hav e lef t
to o fe w employee s t o ensur e a n adequat e
leve l  o f  publi c servic e an d provid e
adequat e security .

The Archive s wil l  continu e t o provid e
referenc e assistanc e o n Monday s t o stat e
and loca l  governmen t  an d th e genera l  publi c
throug h telephon e an d mai l  inquiries .  Th e
Archive s '  lobb y sho p wil l  als o b e ope n o n
Mondays .

The Marylan d Stat e Archives ,  th e
historica l  agenc y fo r  Maryland ,  ha s pro -
fessiona l  archivist s o n dut y t o assis t
patrons .  Record s ar e als o availabl e throug h
photocopie s an d interlibrar y loan s o f
microfilm .

For  furthe r  information ,  pleas e cal l
Gregor y Stiverso n a t  301/974-3914 .

Nov.  PGCHS Meeting ,  continue d fro m pag e 1

The followin g By-Law s amendment s wer e
approved :
The eliminatio n o f  th e dut y o f  progra m
chairma n fro m th e offic e o f  Vice-President .
The eliminatio n o f  th e positio n o f
Correspondin g Secretar y an d th e additio n o f
th e Edito r  o f  th e News &  Note s Newslette r  ,
as a  votin g member  o f  th e Board .

The busines s meetin g wa s followe d b y a
ver y interestin g presentatio n b y Patrici a
Carte r  Slub y o n unusua l  patent s hel d b y
women an d minorit y inventors .  Mrs .  Slub y
i s a  Primar y Paten t  Examine r  wit h th e U.S .

Departmen t  o f  Commerc e an d autho r  of .
Creativit y an d Invention s -  Th e Geniu s o f
Afro-America n Women i n th e Unite d State s
Paten t  System .

The meetin g conclude d wit h refreshment s
prepare d b y Glori a Brown .

Editor' s note :  intereste d person s may fin d
Mrs.  Slub y ' s boo k a t  many o f  th e Princ e
George' s Count y Publi c Libraries. ]



Crypt believed to hold

Calvert family remains

ST.  MARY' S CIT Y
December  4 ,  1991 ,  Archaeologist s un -

covere d wha t  the y believ e i s th e cryp t  o f
members o f  Maryland' s foundin g family ,  th e
Calverts ,  burie d beneat h th e ruin s o f  a
323-year-ol d chapel .

Wit h a  gold-colore d trowel ,  Gov .  Willia m
Donal d Schaefe r  cleare d th e eart h fro m th e
larges t  o f  th e lea d coffins ,  believe d t o b e
tha t  o f  Phili p Calvert .  Philip ,  wh o die d i n
1682,  wa s Maryland' s firs t  chancello r  an d
a half-brothe r  o f  Ceci l  Calvert ,  th e firs t
Lor d Baltimore .

"He i s th e on e man wh o die d i n Maryland ,
of  sufficien t  wealt h an d statur e an d a
Catholic ,  t o b e burie d i n th e church ,  an d
i n a  lea d coffin, "  sai d Henr y Miller ,  chie f
archaeologis t  o n th e dig .

Besid e i t  la y a  smalle r  coffin ,  abou t
18 inche s wide .  Tha t  coffi n migh t  contai n
th e remain s o f  Ceci l  Calvert ,  so n o f
Charle s Calver t  an d grandso n o f  Cecil ,  Lor d
Baltimore .

Ceci l  Calvert ,  wh o die d i n 168 1 a t  th e
age o f  14 ,  wa s th e gran d nephe w o f  Philip .

The thir d coffin ,  onl y 9  inche s wid e an d
much shorte r  tha n th e others ,  migh t  contai n
th e remain s o f  a n infan t  chil d o f  Charle s
Calvert ,  Mille r  said .

The thre e coffin s ar e th e firs t  17th -
centur y lea d coffin s t o b e foun d i n th e
Unite d State s sinc e 1799 ,  whe n vandal s
brok e int o a  vaul t  a t  Trinit y Church ,
acros s fro m th e chapel ,  Mille r  said .

The discover y i s bein g calle d on e o f  th e
most  significan t  archaeologica l  find s eve r
i n th e state .

A tea m ha d du g fo r  a  wee k a t  th e Grea t
Bric k Chape l  befor e discoverin g th e thre e
gra y lea d coffins .

Archaeologist s ha d hope d t o fin d name
plate s o n th e thre e coffi n lids ,  bu t  non e
wer e found .

Mille r  sai d expert s wil l  b e consulte d
Befor e a  decisio n i s mad e o n whethe r  t o
open th e coffins .

"I f  w e did ,  w e woul d wan t  t o d o i t  i n a
sterile ,  oxygen-fre e environment, "  h e said .

MARYLAN D Magazine
to Cease Publication

For  th e pas t  severa l  months ,  Marylan d
stat e governmen t  ha s face d it s wors t  fisca l
crisi s i n recen t  history .  I n many respects ,
th e circumstance s whic h currentl y fac e ou r
stat e ar e totall y  unprecedented .  A s a  re -
sult ,  stat e governmen t  ha s bee n force d t o
make drasti c an d unfortunat e reduction s i n
it s expenditures .

Regrettably ,  on e o f  th e action s take n
has resulte d i n th e Departmen t  o f  Economi c
and Employmen t  Developmen t  ceasin g publi -
catio n o f  MARYLAND MAGAZINE.  Th e Winte r
1991 issu e wa s th e las t  publishe d b y th e
state .

Effort s ar e currentl y underway ,
however ,  tha t  may resul t  i n a  privat e pub -
lishin g compan y assumin g contro l  o f
MARYLAND MAGAZINE.

MARYLAND MAGAZINE i s on e o f  th e bes t
publication s o f  it s kind .  I t  ha s enjoye d
a ver y prou d an d ric h history .  .Wit h eac h
issue ,  i t  ha s brough t  t o it s thousand s o f
reader s many wonderfu l  image s an d storie s
of  ou r  grea t  state .

The abov e ar e excerpt s take n fro m a
lette r  sen t  b y  Mar k  L .  Wasserman ,  Secretar y
t o Governo r  Willia m Donal d Schaefer .  Yo u
may writ e Mr .  Wasserma n a t  21 7 Eas t
Redwood St. ,  Baltimore ,  MD 2120 2 t o expres s
any thought s yo u migh t  have .

Welcome New Members to PGCHS

Mary N .  Babbit t
Barbar a An n Burto n
Raymond L .  Garthof f
J.  G.  Jacobse n *
Dian e M.  Lamber t
James McConnic k
Mr.  an d Mrs .  Georg e C .
Rev.  Ald o P .  Petrin i
Aimee J .  Robertso n

*Lif e Member

Nickel ,



*** * Publications List
•

.

Prince George's County
Historical Society

*** *

Princ e George' s County ,  A  Pictoria l  History ,  Ala n Virta .
Har d cover ,  30 8 pp .  199 1 edition ,  revise d an d updated ,  contain s origina l  198 4 pub -
lication ,  plu s tw o ne w chapter s wit h ful l  colo r  photos .  $29.9 5 plu s $1.5 0 MD Ta x &

$2.0 0 post./hand .
Calver t  o f  Maryland ,  Jame s Otis .  Har d cover ,  16 6 pp .  PGCHS exclusiv e reprin t  o f  191 0
original ,  complet e wit h lithographe d illustrations .  A  delightfu l  fact-base d children' s
nove l  o f  th e firs t  settlemen t  o f  th e colon y o f  Maryland .  A  grea t  gift .

$6.9 5 plu s $  .5 5 post./hand .
Atla s o f  Princ e George' s County ,  Maryland ,  1878 .  Hopkins/White .  Sof t  cover ,  5 0 pp .
1975 PGCHS publicatio n o f  187 8 atlas ,  2n d editio n printe d i n 1990 .  Organize d b y electio n
districts ,  show s propert y owners ,  roads ,  an d majo r  landmark s o f  Princ e George' s Count y
i n 1878 .  $5.0 0 plu s $  .2 5 MD ta x &

$ .5 0 post./hand .
indexe s o f  Churc h Registers ,  Hele n Brown .  Sof t  cover ,  2  vol .  Vol .  I ,  Kin g George' s
Parish/Quee n Anne' s Parish ,  35 3 pp ;  Vol .  II ,  St .  Paul' s Parish/Princ e George' s Parish ,
318 pp .  Publi c  record s o f  th e count y i n colonia l  period .  Valuabl e fo r  genealogists .

2 vo l  se t  for :  $20.0 0 plu s $1.0 0 MD ta x &
$2.5 0 post./hand .

The Chesapeak e Ba y o f  Yore/Rowin g an d Sailin g Craft ,  Fre d Tilp .  Har d cover,14 8 pp .  1982 .
Outstandin g illustration s an d tex t  o n ever y know n typ e o f  ba y craft ;  shi p building ,
craftsmen ,  shipyards ,  folklore .  A  goo d presen t  fo r  th e sailo r  o r  historian .  Limite d
supply .  ^ .  $25.0 0 plu s $1.2 5 MD ta x &

$1.0 0 post./hand .



Prince George's County Historical Society .

The Society
Since 1952 the Prince George's County Historical Society has endeavored to fulfi l l the objectives of its founders. In addition to a

monthly newsletter. \ews and Notes, the Society publishes documents of County history such as the 1878 Hopkins Atlas of Prince
George's County and the 1861 Martinet map of the County. The library, organized in 1974 by Frederick S. DeMarr. has continued
to expand its collections under his direction.

Each year individuals and organizations who have made significant contributions to the preservation of the County's heritage are
recognized by the Society with St. George's Day Awards, presented on the anniversary of the founding of the County. The Society
also cooperates with the Prince George's County Hall of Fame to honor Prince Georgians of the past at an induction ceremony during
St. George's Day festivities.

Marietta, Home of the Society
Having outgrown its headquarters at Riversdale. the historic Calvert mansion in Riverdale, in 1985 the Society entered into a

long-term lease with The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission for the use of Marietta, the rjederal period home
of United States Supreme Court Justice Gabriel Duvall (1752-1844). As part of the lease agreement, the Society has undertaken the
restoration and interpretive decoration of this historic site. Volunteer docents from the Society conduct public tours each Sunday from
March through December, and special fundraising events are scheduled to support the restoration project.

Gabriel Duvall dedicated more than six decades of service to the state and nation, as Clerk of the Maryland House of Delegates,
United States Congressman, Maryland Supreme Court Judge, Comptroller of the United States Treasury, and, for 24 years,"Associate
Justice of the United States Supreme Court. Duvall and Chief Justice John Marshall shaped United States history through their
interpretation of Constitutional law.

Judge Duvall and his wife Jenny, a good friend of Dolly Madison, made their home at Marietta after 1814. The brick house, with
typical Federal-era architectural details, is simple yet elegant. Some of the original furnishings, such as pieces from the Chinese export
dinner service, a mahogany linen press, and a Pembroke tea table, have been returned to the house by descendants.

A lawyer by training, Gabriel Duvall conducted his practice from a small brick office adjacent to Marietta. The Society of Mareen
Duvall Descendants, named for the 17th-century French Huguenot immigrant ancestor of the clan, have restored the law office and
furnished it to the period. It is open for tour by arrangement.

The Library
The Society's Frederick S. DeMarr Library

specializes in books and materials relating to
Maryland, with a particular emphasis on Prince
George's County. Designed primarily for research,
the library is arranged topically. Social and
military history, decorative arts, and architecture
are well represented. In addition the Library
houses complete sets of the Archives of Maryland
and the Maryland Historical Magazine.

Collections include . . .

Privately published local
histories and genealogies

Obituary and
biographical files

Archive of the principal
Prince George's County
newspapers, some available
in no other collection

Photographs, memorabilia,
and artifacts illustrative
of the County's history

Volunteer Opportunities
Al l of the Society's programs are staffed by

volunteers. Members may act as docents for
Marietta House Tours, participate in the
mansion's furnishing and redecorating project,
assist with the special events and activities
sponsored by the Society, and operate the Gift
Shop. Library facilities are also maintained by
volunteers under the direction of the Society
Librarian. The Society welcomes those who wish
to become involved as volunteers.
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Prince George's County
Historical Society

Annual Membership Application

Date:

Name:.

Address:

City, State, Zip:.

Telephone—,(Home):.

(Business):.

Please indicate whether this is a new memoership or renewal:

D New D Renewal

Check below the category you select:

D Full-tim e Studen t  $10.0 0
D Member  $20.0 0
D Lif e Member  $200.0 0
D Sustainin g $50.0 0

D Additional Contribution:

D I am also interested in helping the society as a volunteer.
Please coi.<:act me regarding volunteer opportunities.

D For membership with the Marylan d Historical
Society, include an additional $15.00 for individual
membership or $25.00 for husband and wife.

Our operating support comes from your dues and
contributions. Al l contributions are tax deductible.

We appreciate your support.

Make your check payable to PGCHS.
Mail check and form to:

Prince George's County Historical Society
Post Office Box 14

Riverdale, Marylan d 20737
301/464-0590

MAR

Prince George's County
Historical Society . . .
dedicated to perpetuating an appreciation of the
history and traditions of Prince George's County
by . . .'

• collecting and preserving memorabilia
relative to Prince George's County
and the state of Maryland

• facilitating research into
the county's history

• disseminating historical *.,
data through Society
publications and
programs

• promoting the protection and
preservation of historic sites and structures
in Prince George's County

Advantages
of Membership
• Subscription to "News and Notes", published

monthly by the Society

• Regular meetings with educational and
informative programs

• Day trips to historic sites in Prince George's
County and neighboring areas

• Invitations to receptions and other soecial
events

• Discounts on selected gift shop items

• Use of the Frederick S. DeMarr Library of
County .History

• Opportunity to participate in the Society's
volunteer activities

DO YOUR FRIENDS A FAVOR
Help introduce them to

Prince George's County Historical Society
We'd lik e t o increas e ou r  membership !
I f  yo u kno w o f  a  famil y member ,  frien d o r
neighbo r  wh o migh t  b e intereste d i n Princ e
George' s Count y History ,  pleas e pas s alon g
thi s flye r  t o them .  Or ,  thin k abou t  givin g
the m a  gif t  membershi p fo r  som e specia l
day .  We' d b e happ y t o sen d the m a  com -
plimentar y issu e o f  NEWS &  NOTES i n orde r
t o convinc e them .  Jus t  le t  u s know .



Souveni r  Book/Lanha m Centennia l  1872-1972 ,  Pau l  Lanham ,  e t  al .  Sof t  cover ,  11 2 pp .
1972.  Factua l  histor y o f  Lanha m area ,  interestin g illustration s o f  tow n o f  Lanham ,
names earl y residents ,  influenc e o f  railroa d i n tow n development .

$4.0 0 plu s $  .2 0 MD Ta x &
$ .5 5 post./hand .

Berwy n Heights :  Histor y o f  a  Smal l  Marylan d Town ,  Donal d Skarda .  Sof t  cover ,  5 4 pp. ,
1976.  Wel l  writte n stor y o f  a  turn-of-the-centur y suburba n town .  Give s backgroun d
histor y o f  th e area .  $3.0 0 plu s $  .1 5 MD Ta x &

$ .3 5 post./hand .
Gabrie l  Duvall ,  A  Shor t  Biography ,  Shirle y Baltz .  Sof t  cover ,  5  pp ,  1985 .  Brie f
synopsi s o f  th e lif e o f  Suprem e Cour t  Justi c Gabrie l  Duvall ,  builde r  o f  Marietta .
Proceed s benefi t  Mariett a restoration .  $1.0 0 plu s $  .0 5 MD ta x &

$ .3 5 post./hand .
Fir e Call :  A  Histor y o f  th e Hyattsvill e Voluntee r  Fir e Department ,  Franci s Geary .
Sof t  cover ,  14 8 pp ,  1977 .  Profusel y illustrate d an d detaile d histor y o f  th e department ,
als o th e Hyattsvill e area .  Goo d photos ,  include s name s o f  many person s wit h longtim e
are a association .  $5.0 0 plu s $  .2 5 MD ta x &

$1.0 0 post./hand .
A Histor y o f  Beltsville .  Sof t  cover ,  9 6 pp ,  1976 .  Draw s o n th e writing s o f  lat e
historian s Ethe l  Woodwar d an d Susi e .Beall .  $4.0 0 plu s $  .2 0 MD ta x &

$ .5 5 post./hand .

ORDER INFORMATION
To orde r  an y o f  th e publiction s listed ,  complet e th e for m provide d belo w an d mai l  t o
Princ e George' s Count y Historica l  Society ,  P.O .  Bo x 14 ,  Riverdale ,  MD 20738 .  Pleas e
allo w 2- 3 week s fo r  delivery .  Book s maile d ou t  o f  stat e ar e no t  subjec t  t o Marylan d
Sale s Tax .  Check s shoul d b e mad e payabl e t o Princ e George' s Count y Historica l  Society .
Money Order s ar e acceptable .  Sorry ,  w e ca n no t  accep t  credi t  car d orders .  Publication s
may als o b e purchase d directl y a t  th e Societ y Headquarters ,  Mariett a Mansion ,  562 6
Bel l  Statio n Rd. ,  Glen n Dale ,  MD:  Saturday' s 12- 4 p.m .  i n th e Librar y o r  Gif t  Shop ,
and Sunday's ,  12- 4 p.m. ,  Gif t  Sho p only .  THANK YOU fo r  you r  patronage .

ORDER FORM
Billin g Address :

Name

Shippin g Addres s (if othe r than Billin g Address) :

Name .. .

Addres s

City

Addres s

State Zip City

Telephon e No.

State Zip

: PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING:

PRICE

29.95
6.95
5.00

20.00
25.00

4.00
3.00
1.00
5.00
4.00

HD
TAX

$1.50

.25
1.00
1.25

.20

.15

.05

.25
'.20

How
BtH Many

.55

.so* -
2. so :
1.00

.55|

.35

l .OO j
. 55

i

Prince George' s Count y
Historica l Societ y
P. O. Box 14
Riverdale , Marylan d

Titl e Pric e

Merchandis e Total

Marylan d Resident s add

Shippin g t

Sales Tax

Handlin g

Total

Total



Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 p.m.

Gift Shop: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
and during Special Events

Marietta Tours: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
Group tours by appointment.

For more information
call 301-464-0590

The Gift Shop
features a tasteful collection of handcrafted items
for home and gift-giving, toys and games for
children, small antiques, Historical Society
publications, and souvenirs of historic Marietta.

Location
Marietta is located at 5626 Bell Station Road in
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route
450.
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Volunteer  Opportunities at Mariett a

Susan Wolf e

Ther e wil l  b e a  meetin g o f  th e Mariett a Hous e Committe e o n
Wednesday,  Februar y 26 ,  199 2 a t  7  p.m .  a t  Marietta .  Refreshment s
wil l  b e served .

The committe e i s organize d int o fou r  sub-committees :
1.  Gif t  Sho p (purchasing /  selectin g merchandise ,  consignments ,
merchandis e displays ,  bookkeeping) ;  2 .  Specia l  Event s (choosin g
specia l  event s suc h a s Mad Hatter' s Te a Party ,  Quil t  exhibit ,
Candleligh t  tours,etc .  an d gettin g coordinator s fo r  events) ;  3 .
Docents /  Volunteer s (recruiting ,  voluntee r  training ,  docen t
program s educationa l  an d social ,  voluntee r  appreciation) ;  an d 4 .
House Facilit y  (collection s policy ,  furnishin g plan ,  seasona l
cleaning ,  interio r  restoratio n etc.) .  Volunteer s ar e neede d fo r
eac h o f  thes e sub-committees .

The Gif t  Sho p i s plannin g th e relocatio n o f  th e Sho p whe n
Mariett a i s close d fo r  restoration .  Specia l  Event s i s preparin g
fo r  th e Mad Hatter s Te a Part y o n Saturday ,  Marc h 7  an d plannin g
fo r  a n Easte r  Eg g Hun t  i n Apri l  an d a  civi l  War  Calvar y Encampment
i n May fo r  Preservatio n Month .  Decent/Volunteer s ar e plannin g som e
fiel d trip s an d ha s discusse d th e feasibilit y  o f  a  newsletter .  Th e
House Facilit y  i s  makin g plan s fo r  storag e o f  Mariett a furnishing s
durin g restoratio n a s wel l  a s developin g a  forma l  furnishin g pla n
and furnishing s repair s an d restoration .  Thi s grou p als o i s
plannin g fo r  interio r  restoratio n onc e th e foundation/structura l
work i s done .

The potentia l  her e a t  Mariett a i s great .  We hav e man y
interestin g an d excitin g opportunities .  Loo k ove r  th e
opportunitie s state d above ,  chos e th e on e (o r  ones )  tha t  utiliz e
you r  talent s o r  pic k you r  interest ,  an d joi n u s o n Februar y 2 6 a t
Mariett a a t  7  p. m t o wor k fo r  a  successfu l  comin g yea r  fo r
Marietta .  Fee l  fre e t o invit e a  friend .  Pleas e cal l  Susa n Wolf e
at  464-529 1 o r  Joyc e McDonal d a t  864-042 0 i f  yo u ca n come .  Yo u ca n
leav e a  messag e o n th e answerin g machin e a t  eithe r  number .  Le t  u s
kno w i f  yo u ar e intereste d i n carpoolin g an d we'l l  tr y t o arrang e
it .  I f  yo u canno t  atten d th e meetin g bu t  ar e willin g t o hel p wit h
th e Mad Hatter s Te a Part y eithe r  donatin g sandwiche s o r  sweets ,  o r
helpin g i n th e kitche n o r  servin g o n Marc h 7  pleas e cal l  Susa n o r
Joyce .
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Another  PG Landmark
Bites the Dust

Fir e Destroys
ISO-Year-Old
Mil l in Laurel

By Jim Naughton
Washington Post Staff Write r

A 150-year-old mill , believed to
be the last one standing along the
Patuxent River, was destroyed by
fire early yesterday in Laurel.

Prince George's County firefight-
ers responded to an alarm at 6:40
a.m. and found the interior of the
Avondale Mil l filled with flames,
said Lt. Ron Siarnicki, a department
spokesman.

About 75 firefighters from four
counties fought the blaze for 45
minutes before bringing it under
control, he said. By that time, the
interior of the 2'/2-story flagstone
building had been destroyed and the
roof had fallen in.

There were no injuries, Siarnicki
said. The cause of the fire is under
investigation.

"We had been looking at restor-
ing the building," said Laurel Mayor
Joseph R. Robison, a volunteer fire-
fighter who was at the blaze.

Those plans were abandoned yes-
terday afternoon when one of the
mill's walls collapsed. City officials
then called in a demolition crew to
take down the remaining walls and
clear the rubble from the site just
west of Route 1.

The old building, used to make
flour from grain, also was known as
Crabbs' Mil l after one of its 19th-
century owners. It was built in
1840 and had been vacant for more
than 10 years, said Jacquelyn Bate-
man, executive officer of the Laurel
Historical District Commission.

In recent years, the City of Lau-
rel had erected picnic pavilions in
the park around the mill .

"The beginning of Laurel was
with the mills, and this was the
city's last remaining strong tie to
its origination," Bateman said.

Health Museu m
Uses Computer s
For Lincol n Stor y

A doctor rushes into the pres-
idential box at Ford's Theater
moments after Abraham Lincoln
is shot. The situation looks
grave, so the doctor orders a
brandy.

But who is it for? Lincoln? His
wife, Mary? Or the doctor him-
self?

These are the choices for vis-
itors at the National Museum of
Health and Medicine, which
uses history and computers to
explain the assassination of the
16th president.

The museum has always pos-
sessed locks of Lincoln's hair,
the lead bullet that ended his
life, skull fragments removed
from the wound and a metal
probe used to locate the bullet.

It also has the bloodstained
shirt cuffs of Army Assistant
Surgeon Edward Curtis, who
participated in the autopsy, and
sections of spinal cord from as-
sassin John Wilkes Booth.

But to understand the past,
the museum has plugged into
the future by installing comput-
ers alongside the treasures.

One computer is for medical
professionals, who can watch and
listen as a doctor describes how
Lincoln would be treated today.
On the other computer, visitors
learn about the assassination by
reading—and doing.

The computer asks questions
and gives viewers three an-
swers to consider. For example:
• As a physician rushes to Lin-
coln's side, what does his white
uniform tell about his back-
ground? (He has two years of
medical school and has passed
an exam to enter the Army.)
• Do you summon an ambu-
lance? (There were no ambu-
lances available in 1865.)

As for the brandy, Lincoln
gets the drink, "which he toler-
ates well."

"You fear, the patient is in
shock and according to 19th
century understanding of phys-
iology, shock should be treated
with stimulants like alcohol," the
computer screen says.

"The response from visitors
has been enthusiastic," museum
spokesman Dick Levinson said.
"People really seem to get a
kick out of it."

The exhibit was launched ear-
lier this year after an inquiry
from a geneticist put the muse-
um in the spotlight. Darwin
Prockop of Jefferson Medical
College in Philadelphia asked if
he could test Lincoln's hair and
bones to determine if the pres-
ident had Marfan syndrome.

Without warning, the rare
fatal disease attacks the eyes
heart and joints. Lincoln's tall,
thin frame and gaunt face sug-
gest he could have become a vic-
tim of Marfan if not for Booth's
gun, some scientists say.

The genetic test is sti ll being
considered, but the museum
decided to cash in on the pub-
l ic i t y by using computers to put
a contemporary spin on Lin-
coln's final hours.

"There was no effective ther-
apy for the wounded president
in 1865," the computer ex-
plains. "The clinical experience
of the Civil War was that such
wounds were uniformly fatal."

The museum, an affi l iate of
the Armed Forces Institute of
Pathology, is on the campus of
V/alter Reed Army Medical
Center here.



availabl e a t  Gif t  Shop ,  PGCHS:  $6.9 5

CALVERT OF MARYLAN D

A STORY OF

LORD BALTIMORE'S COLONY-Ml

BY

JAMES OTIS

This story, a fact-based novel, is told in the first
person by young (age 13) George Calvert, godson of the
first Lord Baltimore, George Calvert. The story com-
mences on the eve of the departure of young George
wit h his father to the area of the New World called
Mary Land. They were to travel in the ship, Ark,oi 300
tons accompanied by the pinnace Dove of 50 tons.

The f i rst Lord Baltimore had died before he could
implement his grant by King Charles I to the land
named in honor of Charles' Queen, Henrietta Maria.
Politics precluded the oldest son, Cecilius, second Lord
Baltimore, from physically heading the expedition, to
the land of his inheritance. Accordingly he named his
brother, Leonard, as its head. Another brother, George,
father of the narrator, was part of the 292-persdn
expedition which f inal l y set sail October 29, 1633, and
landed at St. Clement's Island on March 25, 1634.

Young George concludes his tale in early 1647 after
the Province had f inal l y subdued the mil i tary efforts of
Wi l l ia m Claiborne. Claiborne had tried, operating
from his trading post on Kent Island, to retain his
original status as a licensed trader and landowner
under the authority of the colony of Virginia.

Paul T. Lanham

NEW YORK ; CINCINNAT I •:• CHICAGO

A M E R I C A N B O OK C O M P A NY

The abov e Boo k Revie w i s lon g overdue .  Senato r  Mik e
Mille r  ha d hope d t o revie w CALVERT OF MARYLAND fo r
NEWS &  NOTES,  bu t  wa s unabl e to .  Instead ,  w e aske d
pas t  PGCHS President ,  Pau l  Lanham .

continued from page 5...

structure inside a wooden fort built
by the first colonists.

"The objects relate to some kind
of smelting operation. But a lot
more analysis wil l be needed to
determine what kind of furnace
these scientists were using and
what they were smelting," Hume
said. "Metal trace elements scat-
tered through our soil samples may
tell us more."

He said that the researchers
who probably set up the laboratory
were easily identified from histor-
ical records. Two key people, met-
allurgist Joachim Cans and scientist
Thomas Hariot, probably used the
laboratory to help assess the min-
eralogical potential of the new ter-
ritory.

William Kelso, resident ar-
chaeologist for the Thomas Jeffer-
son Memorial Foundation, near
Charlottesville, said, "This is the
beginning of science on this conti-
nent, trying to extract natural re-
sources to build a country's
wealth."

Histori c librar y
fall s on hard times

Baltimore's historic Enoch Pratt
Free Library has gone from being
a leader among the nation's librar-
ies to a has-been, say library direc-
tors around the country.

Tbo many lean years have eroded
its book-buying budget and its
staff, down from a peak of 785 in
the early 1970s to 382 now.

"The Pratt really has been short-
changed for a long time," said John
Blegen, assistant director of the
Pratt until 1988, when he left to
head the Glenview, 111., system. "I
find it outrageous to have a slogan
about The City That Reads with all
the things that have taken place.
That seems like the height of hy-
pocrisy to me."

The Pratt has an original decree
from King Charles II of England to
the Calvert family about the terri-
tory that became Maryland and
preserves some of author Edgar Al-
len Poe's hair.



Saturday ,  Marc h 1 4 2 ;  0 0 P.M .  Ther e wil l  h e a  join t  meetin g wit h Toapin g
Castl e Chapte r  o f  BA R a t  Riversdale .  Th e meetin g wil l  h e followe d b y a
tre e plantin g ceremon y i n hono r  o f  Rosali e S .  Calvert .  Lectur e wil l  b e
by Debora h Birc h o f  Hotter ,  Finegol d & Alexander ,  Inc. ,  projec t  architect, )
on th e firs t  phas e o f  Riversdal e restoration .  Th e mansio n i s locate d a t
4811 Riverdal e Road ,  Riverdale ,  Maryland .  (Joyc e McDonald )

Sunday s throug h February... .  Mariett a wil l  b e close d o n Sunday s throug h
February .  Th e hous e wil l  re—open  fo r  tour s i n March ,  bu t  ca n b e opene d
fo r  grou p tour s b y appointment .  Cal l  Susa n Wolf e a t  301/464—5291 .  Th e
closin g o f  Mariett a fo r  restoratio n wil l  b e thi s spring .  A s soo n a s th e
contracto r  i s  selecte d b y MNCPPC an d approve d b y th e state ,  wor k ca n
proceed .  (Susa n Wolfe )

Annual  Mad Hatter' s  Te a Party... .  wil l  b e o n Saturday ,  Marc h 7  a t  Marietta .
Ther e wil l  b e thre e seatings :  a t  11:0 0 A.M. ;  1:0 0 P.M. ;  an d 3:0 0 P.M .
Cal l  Susa n Wolf e a t  301/464-529 1 fo r  reservations .  Attendin g th e Te a
Part y i s b y reservatio n onl y an d adult s mus t  b e accompanie d b y a  child !
The cos t  i s $4.0 0 pe r  person .

1992 PGCHS Meeting s
Saturda y o f  th e month .

Most  event s an d meeting s wil l  b e o n th e secon d

Februar y

Marc h
Apri l

May
Jun e
Jul y
Augus t

No genera l  membershi p meeting .  Boar d wil l  mee t
on Februar y 8 .
Membershi p meetin g a t  Riversdale .  Se e above .
St .  George' s Da y -  Apri l  26 .  Member s only .
More informatio n t o follow .  (Joh n Mitchell )
Membershi p meetin g -  Saturday ,  May 9 .
Specia l  event/Skard a Award s -  Saturday ,  Jun e 1 3
No membershi p meetin g
No Membershi p meetin g

Septembe r  Specia l  Event/Fundraise r (Joh n Mitchell )
Octobe r

November

December

Membershi p meetin g -  Saturday ,  Octobe r  1 0 *
(Fre d DeMarr )

Membershi p meetin g -  Saturday ,  Novembe r  1 4 *
(Davi d Richardson )

Christma s Part y
*  date s coul d possibl y change .

Saturday ,  Marc h 28 ,  199 2 .. .  Dust y Rhoade s wishe s membershi p t o kno w tha t
ther e wil l  b e a  Bu s Tour .  Pleas e reserv e thi s dat e o n you r  calendars .
Ful l  detail s wil l  b e i n nex t  month' s NEWS & NOTES.



Unearthing Americas First Lab
Roanoke Island Dig Turns Up 16th-Century Research Facility

By Robert Cooke
Newsd.iy

Although statesman and technical
tinkerer Benjamin Franklin usually
gets credit as the nation's first real
scientist, a new dig on a sandy is-
land off North Carolina has found a
research laboratory dating from the
1580s, some 200 years before
Franklin ever went out to fly his
wet kite.

"We've found the birthplace of
American science," said Ivor Noel
Hume, director of the dig at Roa-
noke Island's Fort Raleigh National
Historical Site. The find is a buried
laboratory once used for metallur-
gical research. Hume is a retired
senior archaeologist at Colonial Wil-
liamsburg.

Although specialists seeking met-
als were part of early expeditions to
the New World, Hume said that the
laboratory represents "the first
time they planned to stay for any
length of time and actually set up a
research center."

Hume, in a telephone interview,
added that "it's the first archaeolo-
gical evidence we have for a labo-
ratory in America."

Remnants found at the site in-
clude fragments of glass, crucibles,
pots for intments and broken dis-
tillin g apparatus. Hume said that
the thin shards of glass—perhaps
used in apothecary work—are the
oldest examples of English glass
ever found in America. Other arti-
facts include a piece of metallic an-
timony—often used to make al-
loys—slag, clinkers from a forge
and traces of molten materials.

The site on Roanoke Island is
where a legendary Lost Colony was

reprinted from Washington Post
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The discovery "tells
us that if we want
to learn more about
the... Lost Colony,
we have to look
somewhere else, and
that somewhere else
probably isn't far
away."

—Bonnie Keel, archaeologist

supposedly situated. Two groups of
English, both sponsored by Sir
Walter Raleigh, had settled there—
the first in 1585, the second in
1587. The second group vanished.
Roanoke Island today is a sandy
stretch of land 12 miles long by
three miles wide between the North
Carolina shoreline and the Outer
Banks, occupied by vacation condo-
miniums and small fishing commu-
nities.

The first settlement, founded in
1585, Hume said, was established
after a scouting party had visited
the island for six weeks. That set-
tlement was abandoned a year later,
however, as relations with the In-
dians deteriorated. Although the
Native Americans had first been
described as "friendly, civilized and
welcoming them as brothers,"
Hume said that the men in the col-
ony "managed to fall out with the
Indians in a hurry."

While relations with the Indians
were going sour, Hume said, the
colonists were also awaiting a re-
supply mission from England led by
Admiral of the Fleet Sir Richard
Grenville.

"Grenville hadn't shown up with
the supplies by late fall," Hume said.
When a fleet did arrive, it turned
out to be Sir Francis Drake, fresh
from forays against the Spanish to
the south. "They were disappointed
by it not being Grenville, so they
decided to go home. The Indians
were harassing them."

Grenville arrived later to find a
colony empty except for three men
who had been inadvertently left be-
hind. Drake's fleet had pulled out
quickly because a hurricane threat-
ened, Hume said.

Raleigh sponsored a • second
group of settlers—this time includ-
ing women—who also set up a col-
ony on the island, and then simply
disappeared. Among the missing
was Virginia Dare, the first child
born of English parents in America.
She was the granddaughter of the
colony's governor, John White, who
returned from a three-year visit to
England to find no sign of his 115
followers.

Hume said no evidence has yet
been found that points to where the
colonists might have lived. One
word carved into a tree trunk—
"Croatoan"—offers the only clue to
the settlers' fate. It was the name
of a nearby Indian village.

"Our work tells us that if we want
to learn more about the 1585 group
and the 1587 Lost Colony, we have
to look somewhere else, and that
somewhere else probably isn't far
away," said Bonnie Keel, a National
Park Service archaeologist. "It may
be just a matter of 100 or more
yards" from the lab site.

In the current digs, Hume and his
colleagues reported, the area under
study was apparently the original
dirt floor of the laboratory, which
still contains evidence of research
activity. The site may have been
covered by a small, crude shed-like

continued on page 3...



&SURRATT HOUSE

CLINTON , MARYLAN D (301)868-1121

1992 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 8-9 ANTIQUE VALENTINE  EXHIBIT

Exhibit of 19th-century cards
and memorabilia.

March 1 - MURDER AT FORD'S THEATRE-
May 31 A special display related to the

assassination of President Lincoln.

April 11 JOHN WILKES BOOTH ESCAPE
ROUTE TOUR—Reservations.

June 4- THE RELICS OF WAR—Exhibit
August 30 of Civil War Memorabilia.

September 12 JOHN WILKES BOOTH ESCAPE
ROUTE TOUR—Reservations.

September 19 VICTORIAN CRAFT FAIR—
(Rain date 9/20) Show and sale
of handcrafted items.

September 3 - THE IMAGE OF WAR—Exhibit
November 29 of Civil War photography.

December 12
-14

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS BY
CANDLELIGHT—Seventeenth
annual Christmas Tours.

RELIVE THE 19th-CENTURY AT
HISTORIC SURRATT HOUSE

A historic property of The Mary land-National
Capital Park & Planning Commission

A PAGE IN AMERICAN HISTORY

Built in 1852 as a middle-class plantation
home, historic Surratt House also served
as a tavern and hostelry, a post office, and
polling place during the crucial decade before
the Civil War. During the war, it became
a safehouse on the Confederate underground
system which flourished in Southern Maryland.

In the fall of 1864, the Surratt family became
entangled in a plot by John Wilkes Booth
to kidnap President Abraham Lincoln. This
plot turned to assassination on April 14, 1865.
Booth stopped at the tavern on his flight
out of Washington to retrieve weapons and
supplies which had been hidden there.

Today, the museum presents a variety of
programs and events, recapturing the history
of mid-19th century life and focusing on
the fascinating web of the Lincoln conspiracy.

GENERAL ADMISSION

The museum is open annually from March
1 through mid-December. It is closed on
July 4 and Easter Sunday each year. Guided
tours are conducted by costumed docents
on Thursdays and Fridays, 11 am to 3 pm
and from 12 noon to 4 pm on Saturdays and
Sundays. Group tours for ten or more
participants are made by appointment
(301-868-1121).

A small admission fee benefits the
preservation of Surratt House. The tour
begins at the Surratt Visitors' Center and
Gift Shop.

SURRATT HOUSE MUSEUM
P.O. Box 427
9118 Brandywine Road
Clinton, MD 20735
(301) 868-1121

Mary E. Surratt
1823-1865



The Surratt Society
presents

The Original
John Wilkes Booth
Escape Route Tour

On the night of Apri l 14. 1865, President
Abraham Lincoln was shot by John
Wilkes Booth; the dashing young actor,
at Ford's Theatre in Washington. D.C.
While the dying executive was carried
across the street to the Petersen House,
his assassin was making his escape into
Southern Maryland.

Over the next twelve days. Booth
and his accomplice. David Edgar Herold.
were tracked through the lower counties
of Maryland and across the Potomac
River into Virginia. They were finally
trapped at Garrett's Farm near Bowling
Green. Virginia where Herold was taken
prisoner and Booth was shot and kil led
by federal troops.

In 1977. the Surratt Society, a volunteer
organization dedicated to the preservation
of historic Surratt House and Tavern
in Clinton. Maryland, initiated a bus
tour along the escape route of John
Wilkes Booth and David Herold.
Amazingly, many of the same roads
and houses used by Booth are sti l l in
existence and are visited on this
twelve-hour excursion which has attracted
participants from across the U.S.

Alternating as narrators on these popular
tours wi l l be Mr. James O. Hall and Mr.
Michael Kauffman, both recognized
nationally as authorities on the Lincoln
assassination, John Wilkes Booth, and
on the flight of the assassin. Both men
have conducted many years of in-depth
research on these topics.

The Surratt Society sponsors this
trip twice yearly, and all proceeds benefit
the preservation of Surratt House and
Tavern, site of Booth's first stop on
his flight south. Surratt House is now
owned and operated by Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission
with guided tours by costumed docents
of the Surratt Society.

Completion of the attached form
wil l assure complete detai ls on reserving
a seat on one of these ventures into
history.

A Trip in Time from Ford's Theatre i

to the Site of Garrett's Farm.

Narrated by James O. Hall and Michael

Kauffman, nationally known authorities

on the Lincoln assassination.
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THE
SURRATT SOCIETY

tori c Surrat t  Hous e an d Taver n i n Clinton ,
Maryland .  I n liaiso n wit h Th e Maryland -
Nationa l  Capita l  Par k an d Plannin g Commis -
sion ,  th e Societ y encourage s ongoin g re -
searc h int o th e rol e tha t  thi s histori c
sit e playe d i n th e dram a surroundin g th e
assassinatio n o f  Abraha m Lincol n an d int o
th e wa y o f  lif e i n mid-19t h centur y South -
er n Maryland .  Thre e type s o f  member -
shi p ar e available :  Decen t  member s ar e
thos e persons ,  -ove r  1 8 year s o f  age ,  wh o
accep t  th e responsibilitie s o f  bein g a
voluntee r  guid e o r  hostes s a t  th e Surrat t
House a s expresse d i n th e by-law s o f  th e
Society .  Genera l  members ,  o f  an y age ,  ar e
thos e wh o wis h t o suppor t  th e Societ y b y

INVITES YOU
JQ

tax- program

to
are

Al l  member s receiv e membershi p card s upo n
payment  o f  due s an d ar e entitle d t o vot e
and hol d offic e i n th e Society .  Othe r
benefit s includ e complimentar y admissio n
t o th e sit e upo n presentatio n o f  card ,  a
monthl y newslette r  wit h historica l  item s
and Societ y news ,  us e o f  th e researc h
library ,  an d reduce d rate s o n tour s spon -
sore d b y th e Society .  Monthl y meeting s
featur e speaker s o n a  wid e variet y o f  sub -
ject s pertinen t  t o ou r  tim e period .
For  furthe r  information ,  pleas e cal l  th e
Museum a t  (301 )  868-1121 .

Genera l  membershi p
submi t  $2.50. )

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIO N

Dues $ 5 pe r  year .  (I f  payin g betwee n Marc h 1  &  Sept .  1 ,  pleas e
Each additiona l  member  residin g a t  sam e addres s _  Due s $2.5 0 pe r  yea r

(Marc h 1-Sept .  1 ,  yearl y $1.50. )
NAME(  print )
Addres s

Signatur e
Phone No .

Stree t Cit y State/Zi p

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIO N

I  wis h t o suppor t  th e Surrat t  Societ y an d th e histori c Surrat t  Hous e an d Taver n i n
Clinton ,  Marylan d o n a  continuin g basi s an d d o hereb y forwar d th e su m o f  $10 0 fo r  Lif e
Membershi p i n th e Society .
NAME(  Prin t  )
ADDRESS

Signatur e
Phone No .

Stree t Cit y State/Zi p

PLEASE MAKE AL L CHECKS PAYABLE T O '  SURRATT SOCIETY1

DOCENT/HOSTESS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIO N

I  full y  understan d th e responsibilitie s o f  th e voluntee r  progra m o f  th e Surrat t  Societ y
and a m i n agreemen t  wit h th e guideline s expresse d i n th e Society' s by-laws .  I  agre e t o
serv e a t  leas t  on e da y eac h mont h a s a  guid e o r  hostes s an d t o met  th e financia l
obligation s o f  supplyin g my ow n authenti c perio d costum e a s recommende d b y th e group .
NOTE;  Costume s d o no t  appl y t o hostesses. )  I  wil l  als o suppl y my ow n transportatio n

when servin g a s a  volunteer .  I  furthe r  agre e t o lear n th e histor y pertinen t  t o th e
Surrat t  Hous e an d Tavern .
Docent/Hostes s membershi p (circl e one )  One-tim e membershi p fe e o f  $5 .
shal l  b e levie d a s lon g a s I  remai n activ e i n th e voluntee r  program .

^AME (  PRI  N T )  _  S  I  GNATURE

ADDRESS

No furthe r  due s

Phone No .
Rev. d 4/9 1 PLEASE MAKE AL L CHECKS PAYABLE T O •SURRATT SOCIETY"

8



MARYLAN D HERITAGE ALLIANC E
The Maryland Heritage Al l iance was formed in the summer of 1991 by a group of

concerned people who work in various Historic Preservation organizations in several areas of
the state. With the direct assistance of Preservation Maryland, the Maryland Association of
Historic District Commissions and the Maryland Historical Trust, representatives od several
county organizations and others met on numerous occasions to develop a mission statement,
organize a specif ic non-prof it corporation, develop By Laws and name a Board of Directors to
serve unt il our first annual meeting, in Apri l 1992.

In line with our mission, which is to provide a means and an impetus for achieving
consensus among the diverse interests of the Maryland preservation community on the many
issues impact ing our state's cultural resources, we are establishing a network of state, regional
and local preservationists. That network wil l be the backbone of our efforts. I t wi l l serve as
the collector of in format ion and opinions from across the state, and provide a means by wh ich
we can educate people as to the goals of the preservation movement and provide assistance,
technical and otherwise, to local groups to aide in the solution of local preservation problems.

On one hand, we are lobbyists. We shall consider actions by the State Government -
Executive and Legislative - and shall, where necessary, provide a coherent voice in aide of our
goals. We shall take action to educate ind iv idual legislators, raise concerns wi t h legislative
committees, and discuss issues wi t h staff of the execut ive departments. We shall not, however,
take a specific stand in any election campaign for or against a party or a candidate.

On the other hand, we are educators. We shall be responsive to the needs of local
preservationists and others who require assistance in technical areas (such as how to organize
properly under the laws) and in properly presenting in format ion for use in local meetings and
educating individuals.

We look forward to your part ic ipat ion in this endeavor - both f inanc ia l ly by becoming
members of the Al l iance and directly by volunteer ing to work wi t h us, to join the Network as
an active partner for preservation of the cultural heritage of Maryland.

For fur ther informat ion, please contact The Maryland Heritage All iance, c/o PM, 24
West Saratoga Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201.

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
6600 Kenilwort h Avenu e •  Riverdale ,  Marylan d 20737-070 7

NOTTINGHAM AND SEABROOK SCHOOLHOUSES

The Histor y Division ,  o f  Th e Maryland-Nationa l  Capita l  Par k an d
Plannin g Commission ,  i s intereste d i n findin g ou t  mor e abou t  th e
histor y o f  Nottingha m an d Seabroo k Schoolhouses .  I f  yo u hav e an y
informatio n and/o r  photograph s tha t  yo u woul d lik e t o share ,  pleas e
contac t  Susa n Helman n a t  301-779-4074 .

The Histor y Division ,  o f  Th e Maryland-Nationa l  Capita l  Par k an d
Plannin g Commission ,  i s intereste d i n findin g ou t  mor e abou t  th e
histor y o f  th e Princ e George' s Count y Fair .  I f  yo u hav e an y fai r
memorabili a (suc h a s blu e ribbons ,  button ,  pamphlets) ,  photograph s
or  ora l  reminiscence s an d woul d lik e t o shar e you r  knowledge ,
pleas e contac t  Susa n Helman n a t  301-779-4074 .



Februar y Sunday s
2.  8 .  16 ,  2 3

Februar y 8  Saturda y
10 A M "

Februar y 1 1 Tuesda y
12 noo n -  1  P M

Februar y 1 2 Wednesda y
12 Noo n -  1  P M

Februar y 1 2 Wednesda y
7:3 0 P M

Februar y 1 5 Saturda y
9:3 0 A M -

12:3 0 P M

Februar y 1 9 Wednesda y
12 Noo n -  1  P M

February 19 Wednesday
1:00-2:00 PM

February 22
8:00 AM -

4:15 PM

February 26
7:30 PM

February 28

Friday

Wednesday

Friday

Februar y 2 8 &  Frida y i
Februar y 2 9 Saturda y

February 29 Saturday
1:00-5:00 PM

Mariett a Close d fo r  mont h

Boar d Meetin g -  PGCHS -  Mariett a

"Columbi a Hospita l  fo r  Women:  12 5 Year s
of  Service" .  Historica l  Societ y o f
Washington ,  DC.  Members/free ;  non —
members/$4 .  Cal l  202/785-206 8 fo r
more information .

Lecture :  "Th e Dominican s Come Seeking "
Paul  V I  Institut e fo r  th e Arts ,  92 4 G
St. ,  N.W. ,  Washington ,  D.C .  Fre e &
open t o th e public .  Cal l  202/347-145 0
fo r  furthe r  information .

Lecture :  "T h Worl d a s See n Throug h th e
Eyes o f  Quee n Isabella" .  Princ e George' s
Communit y College ,  Largo ,  MD.  Cal l
301/322-053 7 fo r  mor e information .

Workshop :  Preservin g Famil y Photographs .
Historica l  Societ y o f  Washington ,  D.C .
Members/$15 ;  non-members/$20 .  Cal l
202/785-206 8 fo r  furthe r  information .

Lecture :  "Bloomin g o f  Sanctity :  Ne w Worl d
Saints" .  Pau l  V I  Institut e fo r  th e Arts .
Fre e &  ope n t o th e public .  Cal l  202/347 -
1450 fo r  furthe r  information .

Tour :  Our  President s an d Washingto n
Nationa l  Cathedral .  Historica l  Societ y
of  Washington ,  D.C .  Members/$4 ;  non -
members/  $6 .  50 .  Cal l  202/785-206 8 fo r
more information .

Fairfa x Genealogica l  Societ y -  Rosslyn ,  VA.
"Cherche z L a Femme:  Findin g th e Female s I n

Your  Ancestry" .

Lecture :  Travelin g Germs :  "Th e Cultura l
Impac t  o f  Epidemics. "  P G Communit y
College .  Cal l  301/322-053 7 fo r  info ,

Nationa l  Archive s exhibition ,  "Reelin g
Throug h History, "  open s -  4t h floo r  lobb y
of  Nationa l  Archive s Bldg. ,  Washington ,  DC.

19t h Annua l  Conferenc e o n Washington ,  D.C .
Historica l  Studies .  MLK Library ,  G  St ,  N.W.
betwee n 9t h &  10th .  Daytim e sessions ,  free .
Frida y evening ,  $4 .  (METRO:  Galler y Place /
Metr o Center )

Princ e George' s Genealogica l  Societ y Librar y

Open.

Welcome New Members to PGCHS

Mr.  an d Mrs .  Frederic k Guthei m
I .  Gardine r  Edele n
Lucill e L .  Howel l
Lt .  Col .  &  Mrs .  Willia m K .  Konz e
Charlott e J .  Vaugh t  *

*Lif e Member

NEWS & NOTES welcomes any
reader suggestions, comments
or questions. Letters should
be addressed to David Richardson,
P.O. Box 31698, Capitol Heights,
MD 20743.

1992
FEBRUARY
S M T W T

1992
F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5

16 1 7 1 8 1 9 2 0 2 1 2 2
23 2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9

MARCH
S M T W T

1992
F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

APRIL
S M T W

1992
F S

5 6  7
12 1 3 1 4

2 3  4
9 1 0 1 1

16 1 7 1 8
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

MA Y
S M T W T

1992
F S
1 2

3 - 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

JUNE
S M T W T

1992
F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

JULY
S M T W T

1992
F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

AUGUST
S M T W T

1992
F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

SEPTEMBER
S M T W T

1992
F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7  8  9  1 0 1 1 1 2

13 1 4 1 5 1 6 1 7 1 8 1 9
20 2 1 2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6
27 2 8 2 9 3 0

OCTOBER
S M T W T

1992
F S

1 2 3
4 5  6  7  8  9  1 0

11 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1 6 1 7
18 1 9 2 0 2 1 2 2 2 3 2 4
25 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 3 1
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Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 p.m.

Gift Shop: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 pirn.;
and during Special Events

Marietta Tours: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
Group tours by appointment.

For more information
call 301-464-0590

The Gift Shop
features a tasteful collection of handcrafted items
for home and gift-giving, toys and games for
children, small antiques, Historical Society
publications, and souvenirs of historic Marietta.

Location
Marietta is located at 5626 Bell Station Road in
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route
450.

WASHINGTO N IX :

A Facility of
The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission

JJrinK (George's HtBt0rir.nl
P.O. SDX 1«3
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"Marietta "

News and Notes
Prince George's County

Historica l Society

March 1992 Founded 1952 - Our 40th Year Vol. XX, No. 3

1992-93 Board

President:
Bud Dutton

Board Members;
Cheryl Adams
Edith Bagot
John B. Bourne
Sarah Bourne
Susanna Cristofane
Frederick DeMarr
W. C. "Bud" Dutton, Jr
Jane Eagen
Ann Ferguson
John A. Giannetti
Paul T. ILanham
Joyce McDonald
John Mitchell
Warren W. Rhoads
David Richardson
Eugene B. Roberts

Newsletter Editor
David Richardson
P.O. Box 31698
Capitol Heights, MD 20743

Next  Newslette r
Deadline :
Marc h 2 1

[MAY issue ]

"Preserving Our County's
Yesterdays Today

For A Better
Tomorrow"

1992 Hal l  o f  Fame Inducte e

The 199 2 inducte e int o th e Princ e George' s Count y Hal l  o f  Fam e w i l l  b e
Frederic k Sassce r  -  editor ,  educator ,  an d prominen t  citize n o f  Uppe r  Marlboro .

The Princ e George' s Count y Hal l  o f  Fame wa s establishe d i n 197 5 t o
recogniz e superio r  achievement s o f  distinguishe d Princ e Georgian s o f  th e past .
It s  missio n i s t o educate  th e publi c abou t  outstandin g me n an d women wh o were "
closel y associate d wit h an d mad e significan t  contribution s t o Princ e George' s
County .  I n honorin g thes e ind iv idua ls ,  th e Hal l  o f  Fame hope s tha t  Count y
resident s w i l l  b e inspire d t o emulat e thei r  achievements .

Frederic k Sassce r  wa s bor n 4  Marc h 185 6 i n Uppe r  Marlboro ,  so n o f  Dr .
Frederic k Sassce r  an d Rosali e Chise l  in .  H e gre w u p a t  Kingsto n Park ,  hi s
parents '  hom e o n th e wes t  edg e o f  Uppe r  Marlboro .  H e attende d Mar l  boroug h
Academy;  i n 187 5 h e receive d a  Bachelo r  o f  Art s degre e fro m St .  John's ,
Annapolis ,  an d i n 187 8 a  Maste r  o f  Arts .  H e serve d a s principa l  o f  th e
Marlboroug h Academy ,  studie d law ,  an d wa s admitte d t o th e Marlboroug h bar .  H e
decide d not ,  however ,  t o practic e law ,  an d entere d th e editoria l  profession .

Fro m th e earl y 1880s ,  Frederic k Sassce r  serve d a s Editor/Publishe r  o f
th e Princ e Georgian ,  publishe d i n Uppe r  Marlboro ,  whic h i n 188 2 becam e th e
Princ e George' s Enquirer .  Th e Enquire r  merge d i n 192 5 wit h th e Mar l  boroug h
Gazette ,  t o becom e th e Enquirer-Gazette .  Sassce r  continue d a s Edito r  o f  th e
Enquirer-Gazett e unti l  hi s death ,  2 9 Octobe r  1929 .

Mr.  Sassce r  wa s a  highl y educate d an d literat e man ,  an d hi s influenc e i n
Upper  Marlbor o an d th e Count y wa s great .  Fro m 190 2 t o 1914 ,  h e serve d a s
Superintenden t  o f  th e Princ e George' s Count y Schools .  H e serve d als o a s
secretar y o f  th e Democrati c Editor s Associatio n o f  Maryland .  H e wa s a  member
of  Centennia l  Lodg e i n Uppe r  Marlboro ,  an d wa s fo r  4 8 year s a  Vestryma n a t
Trinit y Episcopa l  Churc h i n Uppe r  Marlboro .

Frederic k Sassce r  wil l  b e inducte d int o th e Count y Hal l  o f  Fame ,  wit h
appropriat e ceremony ,  a t  th e St .  George' s Da y celebration/dinne r  a t  th e
Marlbor o Hun t  Club ,  o n Sunda y afternoon ,  2 6 Apri l  1992 .  (Fo r  informatio n
abou t  th e St .  George' s Da y dinner ,  cal l  th e Princ e George' s Count y Historica l
Societ y a t  301-464-0590. )

An oi l  cop y o f  th e famil y portrai t  o f  Frederic k Sassce r  wi l l  b e unveile d
at  th e St .  George' s Da y induction .  I t  w i l l  thereafter  b e hun g o n display ,
wit h thos e o f  previou s Hal l  o f  Fame inductees ,  i n th e Count y Courthouse .

Susan G.  Pear l
Researc h Historian ,  M-NCPPC Vice-Chairman ,  P .  G .  Hal l  o f  Fame



Mad Hatter' s Tea Party
at

Mariett a

The secon d annua l  Mad Hatter' s Te a Part y i s planne d fo r  th e
firs t  Saturda y o f  Marc h (Marc h 7 )  a t  Marietta .  Ther e wil l  b e thre e
seatings :  11:0 0 A.M. ;  1:0 0 P.M. ;  an d 3:0 0 P.M .

Cal l  Susa n Wolf e a t  301/464-529 1 fo r  reservations .  Attendin g th e
Tea Part y i s b y reservatio n onl y an d adult s mus t  b e accompanie d b y
a child .  Th e cos t  i s $4.0 0 pe r  person .

Recommended attire :  whit e gloves ,  frille d socks ,  flowere d
dresses ,  to p hats ,  bo w ties ,  etc .

The Whit e Rabbi t  migh t  eve n mak e a n appearance ,  a s wel l  a s othe r
character s fro m Alic e i n Wonderland .

v<j i/>y"".'-".''', 7-  " "  ••'" •  '•"''•'
Marietta :.:



THE LORD BALTIMORE TOUR
TOUR TO ENGLAND

AUGUST 17 - 31,1992

1992, the SOOth anniversary of
the discovery of America by
Columbus, is also the 360th
anniversary of the death of Maryland's founder,
George Calvert, 1st lord Baltimore. Ten years earlier,
lord Baltimore began building Kipli n Hall in North
Yorkshire to be the ancestral seat of the Calverts.
A fine Jacobean manor house with Georgian
and Victorian additions, Kiplin is now an historic
house museum with fine furniture and portraits as
well as the location of a new university of Mary land
Study Center. Our tour helps to support these pro-
jects. Come join us for a special view of some of
England's most interesting places and see how the
lords Baltimore lived. The tour is led by Professor
David Fogle of the u. of Maryland at College Park
School of Architecture and Graduate Program in
Historic Preservation. An author and lecturer, he
directs the university's Kiplin Hall Study Center.

warren of winding streets packed with small shops
and restaurants. Afternoon visits to Petworth
House, the southern home of the powerful Percy
family until the 17th C when it was taken over and
rebuilt by the Duke of Somerset; and Goodwood
House, the Duke of Richmond's magnificent 18th C
family home Dinner at hotel; optional evening at
the theatre festival.

Thursday . Augus t 20; Yeovi l
Drive to Portsmouth, England's premier naval base
From here we can see the isle of wight from which
the Ark and Dove set sail in 1633, bringing the first
colonists to Maryland. In Portsmouth, we view ar-
tifacts recovered from The Mary Rose, a ship that
sank 88 years prior to the Ark and Dove's departure
Then on to Broadlands, former home of Lord
Mountbatten, and finally to Hook Manor in Dorset
for a visit with Lord Talbot of Malahide It was here
that the 2nd Lord Baltimore planned the
colonization of Maryland, and casts of the Ark and
Dove may still be seen on the ceiling. Dinner and
overnight (D/0) in Yeovil at the Manor Crest Hote

Monday , Augus t 17; Departur e
Late evening from Wash/Dulles.

Tuesday , Augus t 18: Chlcheste r
Arrive London/Heathrow and transfer to The
Dolphin & Anchor Hotel in the cathedral town of
Chichester. At leisure until dinner.

Wednesday , Augus t 19; Chicheste r
Excursion to Brighton to visit the exotic Royal
Pavilion created for the Prince Regent, later George
IV, with free time later to explore The Lanes, a

Friday , Augus t 21; Yeovi l
Visits to Montacute House, a magnificent
Elizabethan mansion; Tintinhull House, home of
England's foremost garden authority, Penelope
Hobhouse, and Sherborne Castle, built by Sir Walter
Raleigh, whose efforts to colonize Roanoke island
failed. D/0 at hotel.

Saturday , Augus t 22; Rilmout h
Departure for Cornwall, a region the 1st Lord
Baltimore once represented in Parliament, with
stops enroute at the cathedral town of Exeter and
Plymouth, departure port for the Pilgrims aboard
the Mayflower. D/0 in Falmouth, a popular year-
round resort warmed by the Gulf Stream, at the
Falmouth Hotel. D/0 at hotel.

.Travel Magic me
91016th street, Suite 410
Washington, D.C 20006



Sunday .  Augus t  23 ;  Falmout h
A leisurely morning in our beach hotel, followed by
a drive around the picturesque Cornish coast: Pen-
zance, Land's End, and St. ives, England's most
famous art colony. D/o at hotel.

Monday , Augus t 24: Bath
Morning visit to the part medieval, part 17th C.
castle on St Michael's Mont, which like its French
counterpart, is reached by causeway at low tide.
Then up the north coast past the 13th C ruins of
Tintagel Castle, legendary birthplace of King
Arthur, stopping at Bossiney, which the 1st Lord
Baltimore represented in Parliament. Then on to
Bath for three nights at the St. Francis Hotel.

Tuesday , Augus t 25: Bath
City sightseeing in one of Britain's most beautiful
cities-the Roman baths, No. 1 Royal Crescent, a
furnished 18th C townhouse, and the American
Museum-with free time forshopping. D/O at hotel.

Thursday , Augus t 27; Windermer e
North to the Lake District stopping enroute at Stoke-
on-Trent, home of fine pottery since the 17th C.
Then on to Lake Windermere for D/O at the Old
England Hotel.

Friday , Augus t 28; Northallerto n
A leisurely morning in this romantic area associated
with Wordsworth, Southey and Coleridge A visit to
Wordsworth's house and then across the Yorkshire
dales (Herriot country) to Northallerton for three
nights at the luxurious Kirkby Fleetham Hotel.
Dinner at Kiplin Hall with the trustees.

Saturday , Augus t 29: Northallerto n
Tour Kiplin Hall. Lunch on your own in Richmond,
a charming Georgian town, dominated by a Norman
Castle. Later a visit to 14th C Raby Castle, Lord
Barnard's elegant, historic home Dinner at local pub.

Sunday , Augus t 30; Northallerto n
Across the moors to the seaside towns of whitby,
hometown of Capt James Cook, and Scarborough,
a popular family resort Stops along the way include
Duncombe Park, which Lord Feversham is restoring,
and Rievaulx Terrace with beautiful views of the
Abbey. Farewell dinner at hotel.

Monday , Augus t 31: Return Home
Via Manchester and London. Estimated arrival time
Wash/Dulles 4r10 pm

Wednesday , Augus t 26: Bath
Visits to historic houses in the vicinity of Bath:
Longleat, a splendid Elizabethan house in the
Italian Renaissance style still lived in by ancestors of
the original owner, and Berkeley Castle, home for
more than 800 years to the family that produced
a Virginia governor and gave its name to several US.
cities. Dinner to be announced.

Cetl l C4iverl .
arcun d Lor d
Baltimor e

Note: An optional stay in London is available
through Travel Magic inc

The picturesque south coast, the Lake District, and
Yorkshire, featuring visits to the ancestral home of Lord
Baltimore and associated historic places.
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COST: $3215 +
$250 Tax-Free contributio n

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT: $305

The tou r pric e includes : Round trip airfare
Washington/Dulles to London plus connecting
Manchester/London return flight; airport transfers
and porterage (1 bag plus carryon); 13 nights hotel
accommodations with all breakfasts and dinners (no
luncheons); sightseeing and admissions as set forth
in itinerary; touring in private motor coach, and a tax-
deductible contribution of $250.

Note: The price is based on airfares and the rate of
currency exchange in effect in November, 1991. we
reserve the right to make adjustments in the event
of major fluctuations.

Responsibility : Those who sign up for the tour do
so with the understanding that both Travel Magic, Inc.
and the sponsoring organizations have no respon-
sibility or liability in whole or in part for any delays,
delayed departure or arrival, missed carrier connec-
tions, loss, damage or injury to person or property
or mechanical defect, failure or negligence of any
nature howsoever caused in connection with any ac-
commodations, transportation or other services, or
for any substitution of hotels or of common carrier
equipment beyond their control, or for additional ex-
penses occasioned thereby. No revisions of the
printed itinerary or its included features is an-
ticipated; however, the right is retained to make any
changes that might become necessary. Baggage is at
the owner's risk throughout the trip, unless insured.

Payment schedul e and cancellatio n policy :
A deposit of $250 is required to make a reservation
for the tour. The balance is due July 1,1992. There will
be a $25 cancellation penalty up to that time. After
this date, the penalty will be $125 on the air portion
of the trip with a possible 100% on the land portion
including a $100 administrative fee. The exact amount
depends on whether the hotels can resell the
cancelled rooms. Travel insurance is strongly
recommended.

RESERVATIO N FORM
Cost: $3215 + $250 tax-free contribution to the University of Maryland Foundation
Single Supplement: $305

For reservations: Please fil l out the coupon below and mail with your  deposit of $250
per  person made out to Travel Magic Inc., to same at 910 16th Street, Suite 410, Washington, D.C.

For  information : Call Mary Munroe at Travel Magic (202) 293-0033

Final payment due: July 1, 1992 Cancellation fee: $25 unti l July 1

( ) Check if you would be interested in a London stay either  before or  after  the tour.

Name_ .Single Supplement:.

Address:

Telephone Number

Seating preference on airplane: Smokirig/Non-smoking Window/Aisle



19th
Annua l

Conferenc e
on

Washington , D.C
Historica l
Studie s

FEBRUARY 28-29, 1992

SPONSORED BY
THE D.C. PUBLIC LIBRARY,
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF WASHINGTON, DC.,

AND
THE CENTER FOR

WASHINGTON AREA STUDIES
OF

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

FRIDAY, Februar y 28

Martin Luther King Memorial Library

12:30 P.M.
REGISTRATION

1:00 P.M.
CONFERENCE OPENING

Cheryl Miller, Curator of Collections,
The Historical Society of Washington, D.C.

1:15-2:45 P.M.
THE WHITE HOUSE IN THE WASHINGTON

COMMUNITY
This session explores the historic interrelations between
White House residents and the City of Washington.

Moderator:
Betty Monkman, Associate Curator, The White
House

Papers:
"Jame s Hoban: His Civic Life In Washington, "
Nelson Rimensnyder, Historian, Committee on
the District of Columbia, U.S. House of
Representatives

'Voice s from the Back Stairs : An Oral
Histor y of White House Workers, "  James
Popkin, Associate Editor, U.S. News and world
Report

'The White House: Patron of the Washingto n
Busines s Community, "  William G. Allman,
Assistant Curator, The White House

"Firs t Ladles : An Activ e Lif e in the
Community, "  Carl Sferrazza Anthony, author,
First Ladies: The Saga of Presidents' Wives and
Their Power

3:00-5:00 P.M., Sessio n I
THE CIVIL WAR CHANGES THE

CITY'S FABRIC: 1860-1874
The Civil War brought profound physical, social, and political
changes to this southern city. Panelists set the scene in
1860-61, discuss Congress's failure to make social revolution,
and examine a congressional investigation that led to the
death of Home Rule in 1874.

Moderator:
Leroy Graham, Archivist, D.C. Public Library

Papers:
"Washingto n on the Eve of the Civi l
War,"  Edwin Cole Bearss, Chief Historian,
National Park Service and Consultant, Ken
Burns's "Civil War"

"The Decisio n to Fund Segregate d Publi c
Schools , 1862,"  Jane Freundel Levey,
Managing Editor, Washington History

"The Great Safe Burglary : A Nineteenth -
Centur y Watergate, "  Philip W. Ogilvie,
Public Records Administrator of the District of
Columbia

3:00-5:00 P.M., Sessio n II
ORAL HISTORY: THE WHAT, HOW, AND WHY

Participants will describe their particular oral history projects
as well as discuss broader issues of project design, the Oral
History Association standards, and the need for collecting oral
history.

Moderator:
Roxanna Deane, Chief, Washingtoniana
Division, D.C. Public Library

Panelists:
Zora Martin Felton, Chief, Office of Education,
Anacostia Neighborhood Museum



Spencie Love, Historian, 20th-century US.
History, Richmond, Va.

Jane W. North, Executive Director, The
Historical Society of Washington, D.C.

Brien Williams, President, Oral History
Association of the Mid-Atlantic Region

Barbara Vandegrift, Librarian-Archivist, National
Press Club

Marjorie Zapruder, Director, Oral History Project,
Chevy Chase Historical Society

FRIDAY EVENING, Februar y 28

Charles Sumner Schoolhouse
17th and M Streets, NW

7:30-9:30 P.M.
SIXTEENTH ANNUAL LETITIA WOODS

BROWN MEMORIAL LECTURE and
PRESENTATION of the RENCHARD PRIZE FOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION of THE HISTORICAL

SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON, DXT.

Speaker:
Spencie Love, Historian, 20th-century US.
History, Richmond, Va.

"  'Noted Physicia n Fatall y Injured' : The
Shiftin g Storie s of Charles Drew and the
Elusiv e Role of Myth In the Writin g of
America n History. "

Reception follows to honor the Letitia Woods
Brown lecturer and the Renchard Prize
recipient. A contribution of S4 is requested.

SATURDAY, Februar y 29

Martin Luther King Memorial Library

9:30 A.M.
REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

10:00 A.M-12:00 NOON
WHITHER WASHINGTON HISTORY?

A surge of new interest in urban, social, and community
history has inspired a great deal of new research in local
history in Washington, D.C.. and across the country since the
I970's. Panelists will review the work of the past two decades
in Washington and suggest priorities for future study and
collecting. Small group discussions will follow, with opportu-
nities for participants to share news of research and collecting
projects in progress.

Moderator:
Kathryn S. Smith, Editor, Washington History
and President, The Historical Society of
Washington, D.C.

Panelists:
Thomas Battle, Director, Moorland-Spingarn
Research Center, Howard University

Pamela Cressey, City Archaeologist, City of
Alexandria

Roxanna Deane, Chief, Washingtoniana
Division, D.C. Public Library

Steven J. Diner, Professor of History and
Director, Krasnow Institute for Advanced Study,
George Mason University

Howard F. Gillette, Jr., Professor of American
Civilization, George Washington University

Paul A. Groves, Associate Professor of
Geography, University of Maryland

James O. Horton, Director, Afro-American
Communities Project, Smithsonian Institution,
and Professor of American History and
Civilization, George Washington University

12:00-1:15 P.M.
LUNCH AND FILMS

You may bring your own lunch and view films depicting local
history topics.

1:15-3:00 P.M., Sessio n I
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY IN WASHINGTON

AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY
Panelists will examine the growth of commercial Washington
and the federal workforce in the late nineteenth century.

Moderator:
William Becker, Chairman, Department of
History, George Washington University

Papers:
"Promotin g Black Capitalis m In Washington ,
D.C., In the Late Nineteent h Century, "
Richard L. Mattis, Freelance Writer,
Gaithersburg, Md.

"The Role of Freedmen' s Banks In
Washington , D.C.," Barbara Richardson,
Doctoral Candidate, Howard University

"The Federal Governmen t as a Patron to
the Crafts, "  Deborah J. Warner, Curator,
History of Physical Sciences, Smithsonian
Institution

1:15-3:00 P.M., Sessio n II
HIGHER EDUCATION

IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Panelists will discuss the purposes for the foundings of their
respective institutions, how these goals have been met, and
the institutions' impact on the city's educational scene.

Moderator:
Jeannine S. Clark, Founding Chair, D.C.
Bicentennial Commission

Panelists:
Esme E. Bhan, Research Associate, Moorland-
Spingarn Research Center, Howard University

(continued on next page)



Emmett Curran, S.J., Associate Professor of
History, Georgetown University

Peter Proai Hill, Professor of History and
International Affairs, George Washington
University

Reverend Monsignor Frederick R. McManus,
Professor of Canon Law, Catholic University of
America

Edward C. Smith, Professor of Education,
American University

Commentator:
Wilten Corkern, Director, Accokeek
Foundation and Former Vice President,
Consortium of Universities for the Washington
Metropolitan Area

3:15-5:00 P.M., Sessio n I
WASHINGTON'S MARKETS:

NATIONAL MODEL, CITY SERVICE
Market halls have served the national capital and its
neighborhoods since 1801. Panelists will explore the long-term
architectural, urbanistic. and economic impact of the Centre
and Eastern Markets on the city's development.

Moderator:
Richard Longstreth, Associate Professor of
Architectural History and Director, Historic
Preservation, George Washington University

Panelists:
Helen Tangires, Graduate Student, George
Washington University

Alice Morris, Independent Researcher,
Washington, DC.

Nancy Schwartz, Architectural Historian,
Garrett Park, Md.

3:15-5:00 P.M., Sessio n !!
SOCIAL ACTiV/ISM IN THE 1960'S

An examination of some of the key figures who played a ro
in the centra!, social, and cultural changes of the turbulent
and formative 1960's.

Moderator:
Jim Kalish, Publisher, D.C Issues Watch

Speakers:
"Juliu s Hobson "  Tina Hobson, Executive
Director, Renew America

"Geno Baron! "  Lawrence M. O'Rourke,
National Political Correspondent, McClatchy
Newspapers

"Fran k Kameny "  David K. Johnson,
Historian, History Associates

"Carlo s Rosario "  Jose Sueiro, Publisher,
El Diario de la Nacion

Commentator:
Jerome Paige, Interim Provost, University of
Baltimore

The Historical Society of Washington, D.C. (formerly th<
Columbia Historical Society), was founded in 1894 to presen,
collect, and teach the history of the nation's capital. The
HSW's extensive research collections, programs, publications
and exhibits document the national, regional, and local
trends, movements, and personalities that have shaped
U/ashington development since 1790. The HSW library is
open to the public and houses more than 100,000 items
including 12,000 books and 70,000 photographs. Washingtc
History HSWs semiannual magazine, is a free membership
benefit. For information about membership, hours, and
programs call (202) 785-2068.

The purpos e of The Center for Washingto n Area Studle :
of The George Washington University is to carry on scholarl'
activities related to the Greater Washington area and to relate
university resources to the needs and concerns of Washington
area citizens. Its primary objectives include the following: To
foster research and writing related to the history and culture
of the Washington area; To stimulate research and publishing
of studies of local public policy issues in the Washington area;
To channel the skills and talents of university faculty and
students toward local problem-solving in areas related to the
public welfare.

The Distric t of Columbi a Publi c Librar y was establishe d in
1896 with an early goal to foster good citizenship through
stimulating civic interest. As part of that effort, a Washington-
iana Collection was begun in earnest in 1905. By 1928 the
collection had grown large enough to have its own room,
and it is now the largest division in the Martin Luther King
Memorial Library. The lives and customs of Washingtonians
through the years and the growth of the city in which they
live are depicted in news clippings, maps, books, pictures, and
oral histories.

Nineteenth Annual Conference
on Washington, DC., Historical Studies

Planning Committee:

Roxanna Deane, Francine Henderson, and
Cheryl Miller co-chairs; George Arnold, Esme E.
Bhan, Cheryl A. Chouiniere, Jeannine S. Clark,
Howard F. Gillette, Jr., Matthew Gilmore, Leroy
Graham, Don A. Hawkins, Jane Freundel
Levey, Marina Moskowitz, Jane W. North,
Philip W. Ogilvie, Kathryn S. Smith

This series of annual conferences focuses on
local urban, not federal, history. Sessions are
free and preregistration is not required.

TO GET THERE:
The Martin Luther King Memorial Library is located
at 901 G Street, N.W., at the Gallery Place
station on the Metro Red, Green, and Yellow
Lines, and at the Metro Center Station on the
Blue and Orange Lines. Charles Sumner School-
house is at 17th and M Streets, N.W., near the
Red Line's Farragut North Station (on-street and
commercial parking available). For further infor-
mation, please call the Washingtoniana Division,
DC. Public Library at (202) 727-1213.
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Members
promptl y
involve d
(301/97 7
dues .  I f
throug h
savings !

>i^ Note From Our Treasurer jack Bourne

who hav e no t  pai d thei r  199 2 due s ar e requeste d t o d o s o
so tha t  th e Societ y ca n avoi d th e effor t  an d expens e
i n th e dunnin g process .  Pleas e telephon e th e Treasure r

-1065 )  i f  yo u hav e an y question s pertainin g t o membershi p
you elec t  t o pa y you r  MARYLAND HISTORICA L SOCIETY due s
PGCHS,  yo u pa y th e lowes t  rat e (thi s i s a  specia l

) :  $15/individua l  -  $25/join t  membership .

The Treasure r  i s please d t o announc e tha t  th e Societ y ha s receive d
$2500 fro m th e Stat e o f  Marylan d towar d th e PGC Heritag e Museu m
project .

1992
Welcome New Members to PGCHS

NEW MEMBERS:  : ,
James I .  Wals h

LIF E MEMBERS:  '
^^  Kare n D.  Mile s

Mrs.  R.R .  Walle r  {
(Hele n Louis e Duckett )

News and Notes
I n orde r  t o ge t  ou r  NEWS &  NOTES maile d t o member s wel l  i n advanc e
of  schedule d program s an d events ,  th e followin g ar e date s yo u
shoul d kee p i n min d fo r  submittin g article s o f  interes t  t o ou r
readers .

ISSUES 199 2

Apri l
May
Jun e
July/Augus t
Septembe r
Octobe r
November
December

DEADLINE fo r  article s

Februar y 2 2
Marc h 2 1
Apri l  2 1
May 2 3
Jul y 2 4
Augus t  2 2
Septembe r  2 2
Octobe r  2 3

To b e maile d

March 2
Apri l  1
May  1
June 1
August  3
Septembe r  1
.Octobe r  1
November  3

8



MARCH 4-5 ,  199 2
Washington ,  D. C

SYMPOSIA PUBLICATION S

The proceedings of the United States Capitol Historical
Society's symposia series are published for the Society by the
University Press of Virginia.

Currentl y Available

Diplomacy and Revolution: The Franco-American Alliance of
1778, edited by Ronald Hoffman and Peter J. Albert, 1981.

Sovereign States in an Age of Uncertainty, edited by Ronald
Hoffman and Peter J. Albert, 1981.

Slavery and Freedom in the Age of the American Revolution,
edited by.Ira Berlin and Ronald Hoffman, 1983.

Anns and Independence: The Military Character of the
American Revolution, edited by Ronald Hoffman and Peter J.
Albert, 1984.

An Uncivil War: The Southern Backcountry during the
American Revolution, edited by Ronald Hoffman, Thad W.
Tate, and Puter J. Albert, 1985.

Peace and the Peacemakers: The Treaty of 1783, edited by
Ronald Hoffman and Peter J. Albert, 1986.

The Economy of Early America: The Revolutionary Period,
1763-1790, edited by Ronald Hoffman, John J. McCusker,
Russell R. Menard, arid Peter J. Albert, 1988.

Women in the Age of the American Revolution, edited by
Ronald Hoffman and Peter J. Albert, 1989.

"To Form a More Perfect Union": The Critical Ideas of the
•Constitution, edited by Herman Belz, Ronald Hoffman, and
Peter J.Albert, 1992.

Forthcoming
Of Consuming Interests: The Style of Life in the Eighteenth

Century, edited by Gary Carson, Ronald Hoffman, and Peter J.
Albert.

Religion in a Revolutionary Age, edited by Ronald Hoffman
find Peter J. Albert.

"The Transforming Hand of Revolution": Reconsidering the
American Revolution as a Social Movement, edited by Ronald
Hoffman and Peter J. Albert.

Launching the "Extended Republic": The Federalist Era,
edited by Ronald Hoffman and Peter J. Albert.

The Bill  of Rights: Government Proscribed, edited by Ronald
Hoffman and Peter J. Albert.

00

THE UNITED STATES Cap i tol H is to r i cal Society i s
chartered in Washington, D.C., in accordance with the

laws of the Un i t ed States as a n o n p r o f i t, educa t i onal
o r g a n i z a t i o n. The Society's purpose, as stated in its
constitution, is:

To encourage in the most comprehensive and
enlightened manner an understanding hy the people of
the founding, growth and significance of the Capitol of
the United States of America as the tangible symbol of
their representative form of government; to undertake
research in to the history of the Congress and the
Capitol and to promote the discussion, publication and
dissemination of the results of such studies; to foster
and increase an informed patriotism . . . (by) the study
of this livin g memorial to the founders of this nation
and the continuing thread of principles as exemplif ied
by their successors.

Founded in 1962, the U.S. Capitol Histor ical Society is
u n i q ue among Amer ica 's h i s t o r i c al societies both i n i t s
operation and in its efforts to serve the amateur historian,
the professional scholar, and the general publ ic.

NATIVE AMERICANS
AND TH E EARLY REPUBLI C

In 1783 the Treaty of Paris established boundaries for the
United States that appeared to leave its citizens substantial
"vacant" land in which to expand their settlements. However,
this diplomatic agreement obscured the fact that Native
American communit ies which considered themselves
independent of both the United States and the European
powers already occupied the bulk of the young nation's
territory. A complex series of encounters between Indians and
non-Indians therefore marked the age of the Early Republic as
these two diverse groups struggled for power, identity, and
social coherence in a rapidly changing North American
landscape.

In the past historians described the experience of Native
Americans in the Early Republic largely in military terms,
reducing both Indians and United States citizens to the two-
dimensional roles of "savage warriors" or "heroic frontiersmen."
In recent years expanding interest in the history of American
Indians and a broader understanding of the interaction of the
two cultural traditions has produced historical literature that
examines the struggles of this era in a more comprehensive
way. Topics such as the diplomacy of Indians and whites, the
shifting political and religious identity of Native American
communities, and everyday lif e among the many tribal groups
have attracted the attention of researchers and inspired a new
generation of scholarship.

The United States Capitol Historical Society's 1992
symposium wil l examine the political and diplomatic realities
facing Native Americans in the post-Revolutionary period, the
diverse strategies adopted by Indian communities in the
changing social and economic environment of the early
nineteenth century, and the impact of this history on the
images natives and newcomers had of each other. The
conference—the fifteenth in the series begun in 1978—will take
place on March 4 and 5, 1992, in Washington, D.C. It wil l
convene in the Senate Caucus Room, SR-325, in the Russell
Senate Office Building. The meeting has been organized to
afford the program participants and the audience the widest
possible opportunities for creative exchange.



PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 1992

9:00-9:30

9:30-12:00

MORNIN G
8:30-9:00 Regis t rat ion. Senate Caucus Room, SR-325,

Russell Senate Office Building, between Delaware
Avenue and 1st Street, N.E., on Constitution
Avenue. AJI sessions are in this room.
Welcome: Fred Schwengel, President, U.S. Capitol
Historical Society.
Opening Remarks: Ronald Hoffman, University of
Maryland at College Park, Program Chairman.
Introduction: Frederick E. Hoxie, The Newberry
Library, Honorary Chairman.
SESSION I: Political and Diplomatic Realities.
The Indian Policy of an "Empire for Liberty."
Reginald Horsman, University of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee.
The Death of the Fathers and the Failures of
Alliance.
Richard White, University of Washington.
Commentary by Wilcomb E. Washburn, The
Smithsonian Insti tut ion.

AFTERNOON
2:30-4:45 SESSION II : Resistance and Accommodation.

"Our Friendship Is Strong and Pure": Black Hoof
and the Loyal Shawnevn.
R. David Edmunds, Indiana University.
The New Cummonwealth and the Newly
Dispossessed: Natives and Pennsylvanians in the
Early Republic.
Daniel K. Richter, Dickinson College.
Cultural Contact and Crises in the Early Republic:
NaliL't' American Religious Renewal, Resistance,
and Accommodation.
Joel W. Mart in, Center for the Study of American
Religion, Princeton University.
Commentary by Mary E. Young, University of

_ Rochester.
4:45-6:00 Portrayals of the Land and Its People in the

Capitol—A Special Tour of the United States
Capito l. Group l imi ted to fift y persons.
Reservations must be made at the Tour  Desk,
outs ide the Senate Caucus Room, SR-325, by
10:00 a.m., Wednesday, March 4. For additional
information, see Conference Procedures.

THURSDAY , MARC H 5, 1992
MORNING
8:30-9:15 H i s t o r i c al Lec tu re1 Tour of t he C a p i t o l,

Conducted by Fred Schwengo l, U.S. C a p i t ol
Historical Society.

8:45-9:15 Registrat ion.
9:15-12:00 Session I I I : Social Structur e and Domestic

Life .
Natii'c Women's ".Vcic Worltl":  Perceptions anil
Rt'llli/ieX.

Theda I'erduo, U n i v c r M l y ol Kentucky.
From Loim/iou.-ic in Lui; Ilinise: Al Home uniting
the Sfiift-n IriH/tiois. I7fi:i  ASL'.S'.
George l l a n n ' 1 1, New York Sta le Museum.
Iroi/iini^  Livelihood titnl Je//ersoniti n
Agrariiinixni:  Ifetit tiiiix  behind the Metaphors tintl
Mo, I,'I.:.
Daniel I I . Usner, Jr., Cornell Univers i ty.

Commentary by J o A l l y n A r e h u m b u u l t, The
Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n.

AFTERNOON
1:45—4:15 Session IV : Images and Counterimages.

Imaging the Indians in the U.S. Capitol during
the Early Hcpublic.
Viv ia n Fryd, Vanderbi lt University.
The Common Man's Indian: The Image of the
Indian as a Promoter of National Identity in the
Early Republic, 1783-1828.
Elise Marienstras, University of Paris.

The Iconography ti/' Empire: Images of the
American Indian in the Early Republic, 1783-
1835.
Robert W. Venables, Cornell University.

4:30-5:15 CONCLUDING LECTURE:
Native Americans tintl the Early Republic.
.lames II . Menvl l, Vassal1 College.

5:30-7:00 Reception: Mik e Mansfield Room, S-207, United
States Cap i to l.

Conference Procedures

Al l sessions of the conference and the closing reception are
open lo the publ ic free of charge. Registrat ion w i l l take place
at the door: THERE IS NO ADVANC E REGISTRATION .
Persons who wish to at tend the closing reception MUST
REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE BY 2:00 P.M. ON
THURSDAY , MARC H 5, IN ORDER TO BE ADMITTE D
TO THE CAPITOL . NO REGISTRATION S BY PHONE
OR MAI L WIL L BE ACCEPTED. Al l reception guests must
inc lude! their social security numbers on the registration form.

Portrayals of the Land and Us People ill  the Capitol
A Special Tour of the U.S. Capitol

conducted by
Mrs. Florian Thayn

Former Head, Art and Reference Division
Office of the Archi tect ol ' the Capitol

Wednesday, March -1, 1992
• I : • ) ! " > • ( ) : ( ) ( ) p.m.

A special ist in the art and archi tecture of the Capitol, Mrs.
Thayn w i l l emphas ize dep ic t ions of the Nor th Amer ican
landscape and i t s i n h a b i t a n ts in the new republ ic 's most
i m p o r t a nt b u i l d i n g. The tour i s l im i ted to f i f t y people.
Reservations wi l l be accepted dur ing the registration period,
8:30-10:00 a.m. on March 4, 1992, at the specially marked
TOUR DESK  outside the Senate Caucus Room, SR-325, in
the Russell Senate Office Bui ld ing, on a first-come, first-
served basis NO RESERVATION S EITHE R BY PHONE
OR BY MAI L WIL L BE ACCEPTED. Social secur i ty
numbers w i l l be required of all registrants.

in cooperation with
The Newberry Librar y

Historical Lecture Tour of the U.S. Capitol
conducted by

Mr. Fred Schwengel
President, U.S. Capitol Historical Society

Thursday, March 5, 1992
8:30-9:15 a.m.

This tour, led by Mr. Schwengel, a former Un i ted States
Congressman, offers a unique opportuni ty to learn the history
o( the Capitol b u i l d i n g. The tour is open to the symposium
aud ience, but those persons des i r i ng to pa r t i c i pa te must
register because access lo the Capitol is restricted before 9:00
a .m. A n y o ne p l a n n i ng to go on i b i s L o ur m u st m a ke a
reservation at the TOUR DESK outside the Senate Caucus
Room, SR-325, by noon on M a r ch 4, 1992. NO
RESERVATIONS BY PHONE OH MAI L WIL L BE
ACCEPTED. Al l registrants must provide social security
numbers.

The United States Congress 10



CLASSES
Sponsore d by :

The Genealogica l  Clu b o f  th e Montgomer y Co .  Historica l  societ y

INTRODUCTION T O GENEALOGY (BASI C COURSE).  EVENINGS;
8 Two-hou r  Classe s
Tuesda y Evenings :  Mar.24,31 ,  Apr.7,14,21,28 ,  May 5,1 2
Time :  7:3 0 -  9:3 0 p.m .
Place :  Th e Society' s Librar y Buildin g
Fee:  $4 5 Member s /  $5 0 Non-Member s
Instructor ,  Joyc e Candlan d (301-424-6398 )
Pleas e registe r  b y Friday ,  Mar .  20 ,  199 2

INTRODUCTION T O GENEALOGY (BASI C COURSE),  MORNINGS;
8 Two-hou r  Classe s
Wednesday Mornings :  Mar.25 ,  Apr.1,8,15,22,29 ,  May 6,1 3
Time :  9:3 0 -  11:3 0 a.m .
Place :  Th e Society' s  Librar y Buildin g
Fee:  $4 5 Member s /  $5 0 Non-Member s
Instructor ,  Joyc e Candlan d (301-424-6398 )
Pleas e registe r  b y Friday ,  Mar .  20 ,  199 2

INTERMEDIATE GENEALOGY,  MORNINGS:
8 Two-hou r  Classe s
Monday Mornings :  Mar.9,16,23,3 0 Apr.6,13,20,2 7
Time :  9:3 0 -  11:3 0 a.m .
Place :  Th e Society' s Librar y Buildin g
Fee:  $4 5 Member s /  $5 0 Non-Member s
Instructor :  An n Brown ,  (301-253-2443 )
Pleas e registe r  b y Friday ,  Mar .  6 ,  199 2

INTERMEDIATE GENEALOGY,  EVENINGS:
8 Two-hou r  Classe s
Monday Evenings :  Mar.9,16,23,3 0 Apr.6,13,20,2 7
Time :  7:3 0 -  9:3 0 p.m .
Place :  Th e Society' s  Librar y Buildin g
Fee:  $4 5 Member s /  $5 0 Non-Member s
Instructor :  An n Brown ,  (301-253-2443 )
Pleas e registe r  b y Friday ,  Mar .  6 ,  199 2

ADVANCED GENEALOGY,  MORNINGS:
"Proble m Solvin g Thru *  Saturatio n Research "

8 Two-hou r  Classe s
Thursda y Mornings :  Mar.12,19,26 ,  Apr.2,9,16,23,3 0
Time :  9:3 0 -  11:3 0 a.m .
Place :  Th e Society' s Librar y Buildin g
Fee:  $4 5 Member s /  $5 0 Non-Member s +  $ 5 cos t  o f  material s
Instructor :  An n Brow n (301-253-2443 )
Pleas e registe r  b y Monday ,  Mar .  9 ,  199 2 i
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ADVANCED GENEALOGY,  EVENINGS:
8 Two-hou r  Classe s
Thursda y Evenings :  Mar.12,19,26 ,  Apr.2,9,16,23,3 0
Time :  7:3 0 -  9:3 0 p.m .
Place :  Th e Society' s Librar y Buildin g
Fee:  $4 5 Member s /  $5 0 Non-Member s +  $ 5 cos t  o f  material s
Instructor :  An n Brow n (301-253-2443 )
Pleas e registe r  b y Monday ,  Mar .  9 ,  199 2

INTRODUCTION T O TH E L.D.S .  (MORMON)  FAMIL Y HISTORY CENTER;
5 Two-hou r  Classe s
Monday Evenings :  Apr.13,20,27 ,  May 4,1 1
Time :  7:3 0 -  9:3 0 p.m .
Place :  L.D.S .  Famil y Histor y Cente r  (nea r  th e Temple )

10000 Stoneybroo k Drive ,  Kensington ,  Md .
Fee:  $5 0 Member s /  $5 5 Non-Member s
Instructor :  Joyc e Candlan d (301-424-6398 )
Pleas e registe r  b y Friday ,  Apr .  10 ,  199 2

INTRODUCTION T O PAR
4 Two-hou r  Classe s &  1  tri p t o DAR
Thursda y Evenings :  May 7,14,21,2 8
Wednesday,  Da y tri p t o DAR, .  May 27 ,  199 2
Time :  7:3 0 -  9:3 0 p.m .
Place :  Th e Society' s Librar y Buildin g
Fee:  $5 0 Member s /  $5 5 Non-Member s
Instructor :  An n Wellhous e
Pleas e registe r  b y Monday ,  May 4 ,  199 2

REGISTRATION

Pleas e pa y b y chec k mad e ou t  an d sen d to :

The Montgomer y Co .  Historica l  Society ,  Inc .
103 West  Montgomer y Avenu e

Rockvllle ,  Marylan d 2085 0
(301 )  762-149 2

(  )  Intro.t o Genealog y (Basi c Course) ,  Evening s (fee:$45/$50 )
(  )  Intro.t o Genealog y (Basi c Course) ,  Morning s (fee:$45/$50 )
(  )  Intermediat e Genealogy ,  Evening s (fee :  $45/$50 )
(  )  Intermediat e Genealogy ,  Morning s (fee :  $45/$50 )
(  )  Advance d Genealogy ,  Evening s (fee :  $45/$5 0 +  $ 5 materials )
(• )  Advance d Genealogy ,  Morning s (fee :  $45/$5 0 +  $ 5 materials )
(  )  Intro.t o L.D.S.(Mormon)Fam.Hist.Cente r  (fee :  $50/$55 )
(  )  Introductio n t o DAR (fee :  $50/$5 5 +  $ 5 DAR Use r  fee )

Name: Phone:

Address :

Tota l  Enclosed :  $

inser t  i n NEWS &  NOTES (PGCHS)  -  March ,  199 2
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TKe Prince George's County
Historical Society

SPRING TOUR

BREAK OUT OF TH E WINTER SEASON AND JOI N U S
FOR A  TOUR OF THREE BALTIMORE AREA SITE S

ON SATURDAY,  MARCH 28 ,  1992 .
We wil l  visit :

The Cloister s  -  On a  5 3 acr e estat e stand s thi s forme r  hom e o f  Sumner  &
Dudre a Parker ,  buil t  i n 193 0 fro m plan s o f  medieva l  Frenc h &  Englis h
architectur e an d whic h no w serve s a s a  children' s museum.  Among many
exhibit s ar e Renaissanc e furnitur e an d 17th/18t h centur y paintings .

Hampton Hal l  -  Th e palatia l  Georgia n hom e o f  Revolutionar y soldie r  an d
industrialis t  Charle s Ridgely ,  buil t  betwee n 1783-1790 .  Th e interio r
i s decorate d wit h origina l  furnishing s o f  Captai n Ridgel y an d hi s
descendents ,  on e o f  who m wa s Marylan d Governo r  Charle s Ridgel y Carnan .

Luncheo n *  Hampto n Te a Roo m *  Mak e selectio n fro m reservatio n for m 'below .

Mount  Clar e -  Buil t  i n 176 0 b y Charle s Carroll ,  Barriste r  member  o f  th e
Continenta l  Congres s an d autho r  o f  th e Marylan d Declaratio n o f
Independence .  On displa y ar e many origina l  famil y items ,  includin g
rar e Chippendal e &  Hepplewhit e pieces ;  Chines e porcelain ;  silverware .

The pric e o f  $30.0 0 pe r  perso n include s al l
entranc e fees i  transportatio n an d luncheon .

Leav e fro m "Marietta "  Societ y Headquarter s
5626 Bel l  Statio n Roa d -  promptl y a t  8:4 5 A.M .

DEADLINE -  MARCH 21 ,  199 2

Luncheo n selectio n an d name(s )

CRAB CAKE

STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST.

Pleas e mak e check s payabl e to :  Princ e George' s Count y Historica l
Societ y

Mai l  to :  Warre n Rhoads ,  1250 1 Kennnerto n Lane ,  Bowie ,  MD 2071 5

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND
ERECTED ON ST. GEORGE'S DAY, APRIL 23, 1696
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Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 p.m.

Gift Shop: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
and during Special Events

Marietta Tours: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
Group tours by appointment.

For  more informatio n
call 301-464-0590

The Gift Shop
features a tasteful collection of handcrafted items
for home and gift-giving, toys and games for
children, small antiques, Historical Society
publications, and souvenirs of historic Marietta.

Location
Marietta is located at 5626 Bell Station Road in
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route
450.

WASHINGTON  DC

A Facility of
The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission

prince <&targts <E0imtH HtHtnriral
P.O. BOX 1«S

RIVEnOALE , MARYLAN D 20737/001**

U.S. POSTAGE
Non-Profit Org.
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20737
Permit No. 1948
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News and Notes
Prince George's County

Historica l Society
"Marietta "

Apri l 1992 >unded 1952 - Our 40th Year Vol. XX, No. 4

1992-93 Board

President:
Bud Dutton

Board Members;
Cheryl Adams
Edith Bagot
John B. Bourne
Sarah Bourne
Susanna Cristofane
Frederick DeMarr
W. C. "Bud" Dutton
Jane Eagen
Ann Ferguson
John A. Giannetti
Paul T. Lanham
Joyce McDonald
John Mitchell
Warren W. Rhoads
David Richardson
Eugene B. Roberts

Newsletter Editor
David Richardson
P.O. Box 31698
Capitol Heights, MD 20743

Next Newsletter
Deadline;
Apri l 21

V

Critics Cjeorge's County MiftorizaC Society

and

The Mattof fame., Trince george's County, Inc.

invite you to celebrate

the 296th anniversary of

the founding of our county

Sunday, Aprif26, 1992

at the MarCBorough ttunt CCuf>

tipper Mar[6oro, Maryland

In the tradition of o(d Trince george s County

the Society has planned a Southern Maryland

buffet, including craBcafes, fried chicken

and country ham

1:30 - 2:00 p.m., Open 'Bar St. george's 'Day Awards

3:00 p.m., 'Dinner Mail of fame Presentation

$27.50 perperson ApriflS, 1992

Please send reservations and number of people in your  party to:
PGCHS, Attn : Sarah Bourne, 6808 Dartmouth Ave., College Park, MD 20740



Prince George's County Proposes
Histori c Distric t Study for  Greenbelt

The City of Greenbelt has requested that the Prince George's
County Planning Department produce a local historic district study
for the Greenbelt National Register Historic District. The study
would examine alternative boundaries, investigate possible historic
preservation review guidelines, and identify potential conflicts with
the pre-existing architectural guidelines of Greenbelt Homes, Inc.
The work requested by the City wil l benefit from a study now being
undertaken by County historic preservation staff for the City of
Takoma Park, whichhas a taskforce working with planning depart-
ment staff on preservation design review guidelines.

The City of Greenbelt has raised a number of questions that wil l
be addressed in the study: the properties that should be included;

"vhai exterior changes should be exempt from {he historic permit
process; duties of the local review committee; and appropriate
membership composition.

Since Greenbelt currently has an architectural review commit-
tee and design guidelines in place, the study wil l address the
relationship of these existing regulations with any proposal for a
locally designated historic district. The City is also interested in how
local designation could recognize Greenbelt as a planned commu-
nity and not just a collection of historic buildings. The study is
expected to be completed by June of 1993.

D.C. Cathedral's
Treasure Trove
Donated Collection on Display

More tha n 50 0 years '  wort h o f  Christia n churc h riche s ven t
on displa y fo r  th e firs t  tim e I n Januar y a t  Washingto n Cathedral ,
Includin g a  displa y o f  priestl y garments ,  praye r  books ,  chalice s
and othe r  memorabili a collecte d b y th e landmar k Episcopa l  churc h
durin g it s 8 3 year s i n th e Nation' s Capitol .

The 80-plu s donations ,  calle d "Cathedra l  Treasures "  ca n b e
foun d locate d I n th e building' s southwes t  corne r  an d run s unti l
June .  I t  i s  ope n t o th e publi c  durin g regula r  cathedra l  hours :
10 a.m .  t o 4:3 0 p.m .

The Washlngot n Cathedra l  i s  locate d a t  Wisconsi n an d
Massachusett s Aves. ,  N.W. ,  Washington ,  D.C .

News and Notes
I n orde r  t o ge t  ou r  NEWS &  NOTES maile d t o member s wel l  i n advanc e
of  schedule d program s an d events ,  th e followin g ar e date s yo u
shoul d kee p i n min d fo r  submittin g article s o f  interes t  t o ou r
readers .

ISSUES 199 2 fo r  article s

Apri l
May
Jun e
July/Augus t
Septembe r
Octobe r
November
December

Februar y 22
Marc h 2 1
Apri l  2 1
May 2 3
Jul y 2 4
Augus t  2 2
Septembe r  2 2
Octobe r  2 3

To be mailed

March 2
Apri l 1
May 1
June 1
August 3
September 1
October  1
iiovember  3

New Home for
Diocesan Archives

t was both a happy and a sad good-
bye to F. Garner Ranney, archivist
and historiographer for the Episcopal
Diocese of Maryland, when he recent-
ly moved die archives to roomier
quarters after a twenty-four-year
sojourn on the mezzanine leve! of the
MHS library. The archives wil l now
be located in the new diocesan center
at the Cathedral of the Incarnation, lo-
cated at 4 East University Parkway,
Baltimore, MD 21218, and Mr. Ran-
ney wil l continue to supervise the
records.

These archives include manuscripts,
books, and various records document-
ing the worldwide history of the Epis-
copal Church in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries as well as much
national and local church history.
Prior to Mr. Ranney's tenure, re-
search in the archives was difficul t
and time-consuming; the papers were
poorly arranged or virtually inacces-
sible, often tied in bundles labeled
more than a hundred years ago. Al-
though much remains to be done,
general order has been established,
and many thousands of papers have -
been cataloged. The catalog compiled
by Mr. Ranney now contains ap-
proximately 157,000 cards that index
the collection by name and subject.
Mr. Ranney was awarded an honorary
doctorate of humane letters by
Nashotah House in Wisconsin for his
work in organizing these archives.

We know that Garner Ranney wil l
be as busy and successful in his new of-
fice as he was at the MHS library. He
wil l continue to welcome visitors but
advises that they make advance ap-
pointments by calling (410) 467-1399.

MARYLAN D HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Museum and Library of Maryland History
201 West Monument Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201



^BLADENSBURG *

The Tow n o f  Bladensbur g i s celebratin g it s
250t h Anniversar y i n 1992 .  Th e celebration s
actuall y bega n o n Februar y 1 ,  1992 ,  bu t  man y
event s continu e throug h th e year .  Th e Mayo r
and Counci l  o f  Bladensbur g provid e ou r  PGCHS
members wit h th e followin g lis t  o f  activitie s
and hop e tha t  yo u wil l  b e abl e t o joi n i n
celebration .

Saturday ,  May 9 ,
7:0 0 p. m

Saturday ,  May 30 ,

1992 Choi r  Festiva l
Public k Playhous e

1992 Memoria l  Da y Ceremon y
10:0 0 a.m .  Evergree n Cemeter y

Sunday ,  Jun e 14 ,  199 2 Fla g Da y
(Flag s displaye d throughou t  Town )

Saturday ,  Jul y 4 ,  199 2 Jul y 4t h Ceremon y
11:0 0 a.m .  Peac e Cros s

Saturday ,  Augus t  15 ,  199 2 Battl e Re-Enactmen t
1:0 0 p.m .  Por t  Sit e

Saturday ,  Augus t  15 ,  199 2 Balloo n Festiva l
5:0 0 p.m .  Balloo n Par k

Saturday ,  Septembe r  19 ,  199 2 Parad e
11:0 0 a.m .  Annapoli s Roa d

Saturda y &  Sunday ,  Septembe r  1 9 &  20 ,  199 2
Al l  Da y -  Bladensbur g Day s
Variou s site s throughou t  Tow n

Saturday ,  October  3 ,  199 2 Gal a Bal l
7:0 0 p.m .  Bladensbur g Firehous e

Sunday ,  November  22 ,  199 2 Thanksgivin g Service s
3:0 0 p.m .  Public k Playhous e

Prince George's Heritage Sponsors
Technical Workshops

Prince George's County historical organizations wil l sponsor
two hands-on workshops this spring. Prince George's Heritage,
Inc. wil l bring "Historic Window Repair" and "The Care and
Maintenance of Historic Textiles and Fabrics" to the public. The
window repair worshop wil l be held on Saturday, April 11 at historic
"Milford " near the intersection of Routes 50 and 301. It is co-
sponsored by the Prince George's Historical and Cultural Trust.
For further information, contact Kevin Phillips at 301 -627-3429.

The fabric workshop is co-sponsored by the Maryland-
National Parks and Planning Commission and wil l take place on
Saturday, May 9 at the M-NCPPC buildiing in Riverdale, MD.
Susanna Yatman is the contact person for this event. She can be
reachedat301-927-1226.

FOGM
Friends of the Greenbelt Museum

Greenbelt, Maryland

The Friend s o f  th e Greenbel t
Museum announc e th e productio n o f  a
vide o entitle d "GREENBELT:  TH E IDEA L
COMMUNITY."  Finance d i n par t  wit h
Stat e fund s fro m th e Historica l  an d
Cultura l  Museu m Assistanc e Progra m
and b y a  gran t  fro m th e Gilber t  an d
Jayle e Mea d Famil y Foundation ,  th e
vide o highlight s th e uniqu e histor y
and developmen t  o f  th e Cit y o f
Greenbelt .  I t  wil l  b e use d a s a n
introductio n to ,  an d promotio n of ,
th e Greenbel t  Museum.

A ne w display ,  TH E HOME FRONT,
WORLD WAR II ,  ha s als o opene d a t  th e
Museum.  Thi s 'exhibitio n demonstrate s
th e involvemen t  o f  th e civilia n pop -
ulatio n i n th e wa r  effor t  o f  th e
Second Worl d War .  Th e majorit y  of "
th e item s ar e o n loa n fro m th e ex -
tensiv e collection s o f  Mr *  Jo e
Nichol s an d Mr .  E d Steers .  THE HOME
FRONT exhibitio n close s o n Jul y 26 ,
1992.

The Greenbel t  Museu m preserve s th e
cultura l  an d historica l  heritag e o f
th e Cit y o f  Greenbelt .  I t  i s  locate d
at  1D- B Crescen t  Road ,  Greenbelt ,
Marylan d an d i s ope n ever y Sunda y
fro m 1:0 0 t o 5:0 0 p.m .  an d b y
appointmen t  b y callin g 301/474-1936 .

Welcome New Members to PGCHS

Alber t  Huscha k
Even &  Mary  Jenkin s
James L .  Skidmor e



News &  Notes from MARYLAN D HISTORICA L SOCIETY

"I n The Mood"

1 he big band sounds of World
War Il.-era swing music wil l fil l the
Jacob and Annita France auditorium
on Saturday and Sunday, April 4 and
5, when the Maryland Historical
Society presents "In the Mood," a nos-
talgic stage revue of live music, dance,
and period newsreels. More than thir-
ty popular songs made famous by the
Andrews Sisters, Frank Sinatra, Car-
men Miranda, Glenn Miller's Band
and many others wil l be presented by
the female trio String of Pearls and
male vocalist and dancer Brian Don-
nelly. A lively and colorful patriotic
pageant, "In the Mood" includes
vintage fil m clips of Broadway and
Hollywood nightlife from the Army-
Navy Screen Magazine and "The March
of Time" newsreel.

Big band swing , according to an-
nouncer Westbrook van Vorhees in a
"March of Time" newsreel, was "the
war tempo of a mighty but light-
hearted nation." Whether heard on
record players, radios or jukeboxes,
swing was a national music that
defined wartime culture. It was even
a weapon when titles of popular songs
adorned the noses of Glenn L. Martin
bombers.
James Morris, longtime director of

the Smithsonian Institution's Division
of Performing Arts and creator of
Washington's Festival of American
Folklife, wrote and directed this
revue; Bud Forrest, bandleader of the

Civi l War  Lecture Series
Tuesday, April 7, 1992 - 8P.M.

Civi l War Photography: A Journey in Time
Willia m A Frassanito photographic historian and author, wil l discuss
the use of Civil War photographs as historical documents and share
with the audience the detective work that led to his fascinating books
on Antietam and Gettysburg.

Tuesday, April 14, 1992 - 8 P.M.

C.S.S. Alabama: Lost and Found
Willia m S. Dudley, senior historian, Naval Historical Center,
Washington Navy Yard, wil l oudine the broad contours of Union and
Confederate naval strategy at the beginning of the Civil War and
trace die history of the C.S.S. Alabama, commanded by Marylander
Raphael Semines until her sinking off the coast of France in 1864.
^he Alabama's remains were discovered in 1984.

Thursday, April 23, 1992 - 8 P.M.

Why They Fought: Ideology and Combat Motivation During the Civil War
James M. McPherson, professor of American History at Princeton
University and author of the PuIitzer-Prize-winning, Battle Cry of
Freedom: The Civil War Era, wil l discuss soldiers' varied perceptions of
the war.

Individual lectures: $4 members; $5 non-members
Series price: $10 members; $12 non-members

Washington Swing Orchestra and
former accompanist to the U.S. Air
Force "Singing Sergeants" produced
it. Tickets are $12; performances are
scheduled on Saturday at 8 P.M. and
Sunday at 2:30 P.M. Seating is limited
for this show and advance reserva-
tions are strongly encouraged. Enlist
now at 685-3750!

Christie' s Appraisal Day

Saturday, May 9, 1992 10 A.M. - 4 P.M.

JLlere's your chance to discover what your treasures are really worth! Ex-
perts from Christie's, a leading international auction house , wil l be at the MHS
to give a verbal appraisal of American furniture, American paintings, silver, rare
books, photos and manuscripts at a nominal fee per appraisal. Mark the date
and watch for further information!

MARYLAN D HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Museum and Library of Maryland History
201 West Monument Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201



MARCH 25

MARYLAN D DAY
St. Clement' s Island -
Potoma c River Museum Cotton's  Point
Wed, llam-2pm .
Si. Clement' s Island-Potoma c River Museum : 301-769-2222. 4

MARYLAN D DAY
Calver t Memoria l Cour t House
Wed. I lam-12N.
Information : 410-889-6060.

Baltimore

APRIL 3-5

OUR SHOW OF HANDS • A SPRINGTIM E
SAMPLER CRAFT SHOW
Da vhlMinvilk - Rurilii n Communit y Center (A AR) Davidson  vitle
Fri, l2N-6pm; Sat, lOam-Spm ; Sun, I0am-4pm.
Our Show of Hands - L. Fiduccia : 410-224-6542. &

What's Ahead
Apri l

APRIL 24-25

JOHN HANSON PATRIOTS, ST MARY ,
STAR OF SEA FIFE &  DRUM CORPS
MUSTER

Villag e Green Indian Head
Sat, 7am. Mabel F. Painter: 301-743-5836, 301-753-6939.

MUSTER - VILLAG E GREEN INDIA N HEAD
Villag e Green Indian Head
Mabel Painter: 301-743-5836, 301-753-6939.

APRIL 5-12

WASHINGTON CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL
Constitution Avc. Washington, D.C.
Sun-Sun; formal bull $, Fri 10 pm; purude (bleuchers $) Sat 1 1 um.
Festival Office; 202-737-2599. i

APRIL 5 - MAY 29

TACTILE ART SHOW
Montpelier Cultural Arts Center Laurel
Daily, I0am-5pm; reception Apr 10, Fri, 7pm.
Montpelier Cultural Arts Center: 301-953-1993, 410-792-0664. 4,

APRIL 11

JOHN WILKES BOOTH ESCAPE ROUTE TOUR
Surfatt House Museum Clinton
Sat, 7:30am-7:30pm.
Laurie Verge: 30 1-868- 1 121. $

APRIL 11-12

REVOLUTIONARY WAR RE-ENACTMENT
Furnace Town Histork Site Snow Hill
Sal-Sun, Mam-Spin.
Furnace Town Foundation: 410-632-2032. $ *

V

APRIL 15- JULY 1

ij|j^ MARYLAND' S MOST BEAUTIFUL PARENTS
^Ar^ Statewide
Floraine Applefeld, Md You Are Beautiful: 410-974-3085. 4.

APRIL 17

EASTER HAPPENING
Allen Pond Park Bowie
Fri, 3:30-5pm.
M-NCPPC Bowie City Hall: 301-262-75)0. 4-

APRIL 18

r<^? CONFERENCE ON THE NATIV E
>^ AMERICAN EXPERIENCE IN MD.
Legislative Services Building Annapolis
Sat, 9am-4:30pm.
Maryland State Archives: 410-974-3914. $ 4
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APRIL 25

CELTIC FESTIVAL
OF SOUTHERN MARYLAN D

Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum St. Leonard
Sat, 10am-6pm.

Two daylong Celtic music and dance stages;
bagpiping. Highland dancing, Highland athletics

and Scottish fiddling competitions. Celtic
merchandise and food, clans and societies, and more.

Celtic Society of Southern Maryland: 410-535-3274. $ *.

APRIL 26

HISTORI C CHURCH TOUR - SPECIAL 250TH
ANNIVERSAR Y EVENT
Various locations Snow Hill
Sun, 3pm.
Worcester County Tourism: 800-852-0335. $

HISTORYFEST
Mount Clare Mansion
Information: 410-837-3262. $

Baltimore

QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY HOUSE AND
GARDEN TOUR
County-wide
Sun, 10am-5pm.
Maryland House & Garden Pilgrimage: 410-821-6933. $

Prince George's County Genealogical, Society, Inc. j
P.O. Box 819 •i9$*&>  MD ̂ 0718-0819

" 'V'T, ' ."V'V ... •:._ "I"

Nationa l  Genealogica l  Societ y Anima l  Confe r
ence -  Jacksonville ,  F L AprilJJJ!J|-Ma y 2
[contac t  PGCGS fo r  details ]

Cal l  fo r  199 3 NGS Conferenc e Lectur e Pro -
posals .  Th e NGS invite s lectur e proposal s
fo r  it s 199 3 Conferenc e schedule d fo r  2- 5
Jun e i n Baltimore ,  MD,  wit h th e theme ,  " A
Chespeak e Homecoming. "  Contac t  Eri c G.
Grundset ,  520 0 Marvel l  Lane ,  Fairfax ,  V A
22032 .

Baltimore County Historical Society, Inc.
9811 Van Buren Lane, Cockeysville, MD 21030
(410) 666-1876 (Library), 666-1878 (Museum)
Hours: Wed. (Library and Museum) 1 - 4 P.M., Sat. 10 A.M.- 3 P.M.

Sunday, April 12, 1992, 2:30 P.M. Slide talk on "The Western Maryland
Railroad" by Stewart Rhine. •,; .

Sunday, May 17, 1992, 2:30 P.M. Slide talk on "Suburban Baltimore
Houses" Ay MicKael Grimes. ,

Programs are held at the Padonia Elementary School, 9834 Greenside
Drive, Cockeysville. Open to the public. Admission free.

On exhibit in the rooms of the Society at 9811 Van Buren Lalie: "Bel Air
Road at the Seven Mil e Tavern, Baltimore County," a recently installed
mural, dating from the last quarter of die nineteenth century.

SPRING CHORAL CONCERT
Memorial Chapel, Univ. of Maryland College Park
Sun, 7:30pm.
University of Maryland Chorus: 301-405-5571. $ &

MAY 2
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY HOUSE AN D
GARDEN TOUR

County-wide
Sat, 10am-5pm.
Maryland House & Garden Pilgrimage: 410-821-6933. $
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Sugarloaf's 15th Annual
Spring Crafts Festival

May 1, 2, 3, 1992
335 Juried Artists and Craftspeople

CHILDRENS' ENTERTAINMENT • DEMONSTRATIONS • GREAT FOOD
i Daily Adult Admission $5.00
||, Hours: Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 10-6

Maryland State Fairgrounds
Timonium, Maryland

For Discount Admission Coupons, Call (301) 990-1400

DIRECTIONS: Take Baltimore Beltway 1-695 to 1-83 North (Beltway Exit 24).
Take Padonia RD. exit (follow Fairground's signs). Turn right onto York Rd. (MD

45). Fairground's entrance is on right side of York Rd. (approx. 4 miles from 1-695).

/



Riversdal e Phase II
Restoratio n Set to Begi n

By Chris Davis

Althoug h th e exterio r  wor k o n Riversdale ,  th e
Calver t  Mansion ,  i s  finished ,  a  substantia l  amoun t
of  interio r  wor k i s stil l  t o b e completed .  Some
part s o f  th e hous e ar e i n rui n an d meeting s hav e
been hel d t o prequalif y contractor s an d refin e
detail s o f  Phas e I I  o f  th e restoratio n project .
Phase I I  wor k involve s repai r  an d replacemen t  o f
fla t  plaste r  o n wall s  an d ceiling s an d repai r  an d
replacemen t  o f  al l  floors .  I t  wil l  als o includ e
restoratio n o f  th e bric k floo r  i n th e basement .
Once tha t  i s  completed ,  th e mansio n wil l  b e ope n
t o th e publi c fo r  tour s an d receptions .  Riversdal e
wil l  no t  b e completel y restore d unti l  Phas e II I  -
restoratio n o f  th e ornamenta l  plaste r  an d composi -
tio n elements ,  woo d graining ,  an d applicatio n o f
historicall y accurat e pain t  an d wal l  pape r  -  i s
finished .

Althoug h i n th e pas t  th e stat e an d count y un -
der  thei r  capita l  improvement s budge t  hav e pro ^
vided  fundin g fo r  th e restoratio n o f  Riversdale ,
th e recen t  economi c downtur n coul d wel l  mea n th e
end o f  thi s sourc e o f  money .  I f  yo u ar e intereste d
i n thi s project ,  yo u ca n hel p ensur e th e mansion' s
complet e restoratio n b y joinin g th e Riversdal e
Historica l  Societ y (RHS) .  Thi s all-voluntee r
societ y ha s bee n th e suppor t  organizatio n fo r
th e mansio n sinc e 1976 .  Currentl y RHS ha s member s
fro m acros s th e countr y an d fro m aroun d th e world ,
includin g th e descendent s o f  th e Calver t  family ,
but  th e societ y coul d us e mor e suppor t  fro m
resident s o f  Riverdal e an d Princ e George' s
County .  Fo r  a s littl e a s $1 0 annually ,  resident s
can b e a  par t  o f  th e preservatio n o f  thi s town' s
history .  T o join ,  pleas e fil l  ou t  an d mai l  i n
th e membeshi p applicatio n below .

Thi s articl e reprinte d fro m

The Riverdale
Town Crier
Official Newsletter, Town of Riverdale, Maryland

March 1992, Volume 22, Issue 3

Riversdal e Historica l Society , Inc. , 1992 Membershi p Applicatio n
Insert in PGCHS NEWS &  NOTES, Apri l '92

Name

Address

Telephone_

Please enter my membership for 1992 as follows:

Individual $10_
Family $15_
Contr ibut ing $25_
Supporting S50_

Membership includes a subscription to The Riversdale Letter, a quarterly newsletter devoted to the Calvert fami ly and
to the past, present, and future of the mansion.

Make check payable and send to
Treasurer,The Riversdale Historical Society, Inc.

4811 Riverdale .Road
Riverdale, Maryland 20737



3STA.T I  OlsTAJC, IRJEXJTSriOTS I
OF JNOVRYI^AJSTJ D C .ZVTHOH i I  C S TO

O~T_rr_,Y 2 4 TO OTCJ1L.Y 26 1992

Dear  Marylan d Descendent :

You ar e cordiall y Invite d t o th e 199 2 NATIONAL REUNION OF DESCENDENTS OF MARYLAND
CATHOLICS T O KENTUCKY.  Th e reunio n wil l  b e hel d Friday ,  Jul y 24 ,  199 2 throug h Sunday ,
Jul y 26 ,  199 2 i n beautifu l  histori c St .  Mary' s County ,  Maryland .

Joi n th e descendent s o f  Maryland' s pioneer s fo r  a  weeken d o f  fun ,  fellowshi p an d
history .  Th e reunio n headquarter s wil l  b e a t  th e ne w Hollywoo d Voluntee r  Fir e Depart -
ment  Hal l  (o n MD Rout e 235 ,  approximatel y 1/ 2 mil e nort h o f  th e intersectio n o f  MD
Rout e 23 5 an d MD Rout e 245) .  Registratio n begin s Friday ,  Jul y 2 4 a t  1 0 A.M .  Ther e wil l
be plent y o f  tim e throughou t  th e weeken d t o exchang e famil y histor y an d research .  Cop y
machine s wil l  b e availabl e a t  th e Fir e Departmen t  Hall .  Yo u wil l  als o hav e fre e tim e t o
o.njo y St .  Mary' s County' s wonderfu l  historica l  attractions .

To welcom e th e descendents ,  th e St .  Mary' s Count y communit y wil l  b e hostin g a  re -
ceptio n o n Frida y night .  And ,  yo u won' t  wan t  t o mis s th e Saturda y nigh t  banque t  featur -
in g som e o f  St .  Mary' s County' s loca l  delicacies .  Sunda y conclude s th e reunio n wit h a
specia l  fiel d Mas s a t  th e Chape l  Fiel d i n Histori c St .  Mary' s Cit y followe d b y a  brunc h
at  St .  Mary' s College .

For  furthe r  information ,  pleas e contac t  Dori s Beave n Jone s o r  Rut h Rebecc a
Wathen Proffit t  a t  301/475-502 9 o r  301/994-0859 .

Marc h 2 9
(Sunday )

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 1992
NATIONAL COLONIAL FARM

COLONIAL WEAPONS DISPLAY...Come see the types of weapons the
colonists used on the eve of the Revolution, and how they were used in everyday
life.

April 25 & 26 SPRING FARM FESTIVAL & MBLflT A MUSTER...Celebrate Spring in the
(Sat&Sun.) colonial way! Watch the militias prepare the troops for battle with drills and

marches. Colonial chores and crafts on site will include butter churning, sheep
shearing, spinning, basketry, children's games and much more.

May 17 CHILDREN'S DAY..Experience the child's life in the 18th century. The
(Sunday) children will perform chores, play games and prepare their lunch over an open

hearth. 10 a.m.-2 p.m., ages 8-12, $2/child, members free.

June FIELD CROP MONTH...Spend Sunday afternoons helping our colonial
(Each Sun.) interpreters in the fields harvesting rare, heirloom varieties of crops and planting

com and tobacco. Hoes and reaping hooks will be provided!

September 26 FALL FARM FESTIVAL...Come celebrate the approaching fail and winter
(Saturday) months! Colonial chores and crafts will be demonstrated. Presentations will in

elude cider pressing, candle dipping, corn husk doll making, blacksmithing and
broom making to name a few. To the extent possible, the public may participate >
in the presentations.

November 15 FOODWAYS...The time to prepare for the cold winter months is upon us and
(Sunday) food preservation is a must Our colonial interpreters will be making beef

jerky, curing ham, pickling and sausage stuffing.

December 6 WINTER CHORES... Winter was not a time to hibernate but rather a time to
(Sunday) prepare for the future. Come see candle making, soap making, com grinding

V ^ and seed saving, to name a few. Visitor participation will be encouraged.

Prince George's County
Historical Society . . .
dedicated to perpetuating an appreciation of the
history and tradit ions of Prince George's County
by . . .

• collecting and preserving memorabilia
relative to Prince George's County
and the state of Man-land

• facilitating research into
the county's history

• disseminating historical
data through Society
publications and
programs

• promoting the protection and
preservation of historic sites and structures
in Prince George's County

Advantages
of Membership
' Subscription to "AVit' 5 and Notes", published

monthly by the Society

• Regular meetings with educational and
informative programs

• Day trips to historic sites in Prince George's
County and neighboring areas

• Invitations to receptions and other special
events

• Discounts on selected gift shop items

• Use of the Frederick S. DeMarr Library of
County History

• Opportunity to participate in the Society's
volunteer activities

PGCHS



$rince (Senrgt's (Enmity Historical

CALENDAR
Apri l  4 ,  11 ,  18 ,  2 5
Saturday s

Apri l  5 ,  12 ,  1 9
Sunday s

Apri l  2 6
Easte r  Sunda y

May 2 ,  9 ,  16 ,  23 ,
Saturday s

May 9
Saturda y

May 3 ,  10 ,  17 ,
Sunday s

Jun e 1 3
Saturda y

July-Augus t

Septembe r

PGCHS Library/Mariett a
Open 12- 4 p.m .

PGCHS Tours/Mariett a 12- 4 p.m ,
cal l  ahea d firs t  301/464-059 0

St .  George' s Ba y 1:3 0 p.m .
Marlboroug h Hun t  Glu5 >
Membershi p &  guest s

PGCHS Library/Mariett a
Open 12- 4 p.m .
[note :  May 3 0 i s Memoria l  Day .
Cal l  ahea d first ]

Membershi p Meetin g
[detail s i n nex t  NEWS &  NOTES]

PGCHS Tours/Mariett a 12- 4 p.m .
cal l  ahea d firs t  301/464-059 0

Specia l  Event/Skard a Award s
[detail s i n nex t  NEWS &  NOTES]

No membershi p meeting s

Specia l  Even t
[t o b e announced ]

Prince George's County
Historical Society

Annual Membership Application
Date:

Name:.

Address:

City, State, Zip: _

Telephone—(Home):..

(Business):.,

Please indicate whether thij is a new membership or renewal:

D New O Renewal

Check below the category you «elect:

D Full-tim e Studen t  $10.0 0
O Member  ?20.0 0
D Lif e Member  ,  $200.0 0
D Sustainin g $50.0 0

Q Additional Contribution:

C3 I am a]so interested in helping ihe society as a volunteer.
Please contact me regarding volunteer opportunities,

D For membership with the Maryland Historical
Society, include an additional S15.00 for individual
membership or 325.00 for husband and wife.

Our operating support comes from your dues and
contributions. Al l contributions arc tax deductible.

We appreciate your support.

Make your check payable to PGCHS.
Mail check and form to:

Prince George's County Historical Society
Poit Office Box 14

Riverdale, Marylan d 20737
301/464-0590

Preservation Brings
History To Lif e

Maryland Preservation Month (May)
and National Preservation Week (May 10-
16) wil l be upon us soon. The theme, annu-
ally designated by the National Trust for
Historic Preservation, is "Preservation
Brings History to Life." The National Trust
has recommended activities that local pres-
arvauon organizations can produce to fos-
ier community spirit and involvement. Some
ideas include an editorial campaign promot-
ing joreservatj on in local and regional news-
papers, essay contests for school students,
and storefront museums in downtown com-
mercial districts. Exhibits portraying the
iiistory of the building, business, owner-
ship, main street, or town could be installed
in store windows for the month. This is a
great way to bring preservation organiza-
tions, the general public, and businesses
together to "bring history to life." Busi-
nesses can also use this as an interesting
promotional or staff development tool.

On top of all the benefits to the commu-
nity, it is low cost and needs only a bit of
legwork. Lets "bring history to life" in May
all over Maryland. The National Trust once
again has mailed out packets to promote the
organization of these types of activities.
They will be distributed to local and re-
gional organizations soon.

Lets work together to make Maryland
shine in Preservation Month again this year.
For further information, contact Sue King at
the Maryland Historical Trust at 410-514-
7600 or The National Trust for Historic
Preservation at 202-673^000.

INQUIRIES ?
• Change of addres s
• Dues paymen t
• Gift s
• Repor t missin g issue s
• Correspon d abou t relate d

matter s

Writ e to:

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O.  BOX 1 4
RIVERDALE,  MD 20737-001 4

Pl«as« includ e addr*t » lafo* l fro m r*c«n t lisu* .
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Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 p.m.

Gift Shop: Sundays (March-December)
12-4p!m.;
and during Special Events

Marietta Tours: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
Group tours by appointment.

For more information
call 301-464-0590

Location
Marietta is located at 5626 Bell Station Road in
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route
450.

The Gift Shop
features a tasteful collection of handcrafted items
for home and gift-giving, toys and games for
children, small antiques, Historical Society
publications, and souvenirs of historic Marietta.

X Bfl[Slaiin n Rd.
MARIKTTA »

45(1

A Facility of
The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission

Prints <5* urge's (Eountg liiatoricai
P.O. BOX i<a

PIVEPDAUE, MAPYLAN O 80737/0014

U.S. POSTAGE
Non-Profit Org.

PAID
Rivtrdllt. Md.

20737
Permit No. 1948
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News and Notes
Prince George's County

Historica l Society
"Marietta"

May 1992 Founded 1952 - Our 40th Year Vol. XX, No.5

1992-93 Board

President:
Bud Dutton

Board Members;
Cheryl Adams
Edith Bagot
John B. Bourne
Sarah Bourne
Susanna Cristofane
Frederick DeMarr
W. C. "Bud" Dutton
Jane Eagen
Ann Ferguson
John A. Giannetti
Paul T. Lanham
Joyce McDonald
John Mitchell
Warren W. Rhoads
Eugene B. Roberts

Mar k
your
calendar!

June 13
meeting
at
Mariett a

Donald Skarda Awards Planned For  June
Meeting

Awards Chairperson ,  Chery l  Adams ha s receive d ove r  2 0
entrie s i n thi s year' s Donal d Skard a Memoria l  Histor y Awar d
Contest .  Th e competitio n thi s yea r  challenge d student s t o researc h
an histori c sit e i n th e county .  Entrie s includ e suc h site s a s th e
A.M.E .  Zio n Church ,  "Bostwick" ,  Darnall' s  Chance ,  Surrat t  House ,
Nort h Brentwood ,  Colleg e Par k Airport ,  Nort h Hampto n Slav e Cabin ,
Adelph i  Mill ,  th e Laure l  Factor y Hous e an d Oxo n Hil l  Mano r  t o nam e
a few .  Fro m th e look s o f  th e qualit y o f  th e entrie s th e judge s ar e
goin g t o hav e a  difficul t  tim e selectin g th e winners .  B e sur e t o
atten d th e Jun e 1 3 meetin g o f  th e Societ y s o yo u ca n se e th e grea t
work tha t  th e county' s student s hav e don e o n thes e project s an d b e
on han d t o congratulat e thes e youn g peopl e fo r  efforts .

see pag e 2  .. .

Mad Hatter' s Tea Party (in March) A Success

he Mad Hatter' s Te a Part y wa s a  tremendou s succes s agai n thi s
year .  We ha d thre e sitting s o n Saturda y an d anothe r  o n Sunda y
afternoo n t o accommodat e th e overflo w request s fo r  reservations .
I n al l  12 3 childre n an d adult s sippe d tea ,  munche d o n sandwiche s
and delectabl e sweets ,  an d hear d th e Mad Hatte r  (Dust y Rhoads )  rea d
abou t  Alice' s adventurou s te a party .  Susa n Wolf e conducte d tour s
of  th e mansio n fo r  th e adult s whil e th e childre n wer e rea d to .  Th e
Societ y appreciate s al l  o f  th e donation s o f  food ,  linens ,  servin g
pieces ,  and/o r  tim e fro m Edit h Bagot ,  Gu y Barren ,  Sara h Bourne ,
Myrn a Combs,  Jan e Eagan ,  Donn a Herritt ,  Jea n Jenning s an d he r
daughters ,  Emil y an d Elyse ,  Mari e Meredith ,  Sara h Mosley ,  Joyc e
McDonald ,  Loi s Nickel ,  Max i  Phillips ,  Juli e an d Dust y Rhoads ,  an d
Valeri e Smit h an d he r  daughte r  Miriam .  A  specia l  thank s goe s t o
Roxann Kin g an d he r  Cade t  Troo p #100 0 an d Lyn n Kenn y an d he r  Junio r
Gir l  Scou t  Troo p #71 7 fo r  al l  thei r  har d wor k an d wonderfu l  hel p i n
servin g te a an d goodies .  I t  wa s grea t  havin g thos e youn g leg s t o
ru n u p an d dow n th e stair s t o an d fro m th e kitche n al l  day !  Th e
Societ y ' s Mariett a accoun t  benefitte d ove r  $40 0 fro m thi s event .
Of  cours e thi s woul d no t  hav e bee n possibl e withou t  th e generosit y
of  th e Society' s member s an d friends .

-Susa n Wolfe -



The Flying Camp of the Maryland Militi a Comes to Mariett a

-Cheryl Adams-

The Society' s  Jun e 13t h meetin g a t  Mariett a wil l  b e a  dua l  progra m consistin g o f
a re-create d America n Revolutio n cam p an d presentation s t o th e Donal d D .  Skard a
Memoria l  Histor y Awar d winners .

Bruc e Murray ,  Societ y member  an d librar y medi a specialis t  i n tw o o f  ou r  count y
elementar y schools ,  wil l  re-creat e a n 18t h centur y Marylan d Militi a camp .  I n Maryland ,
loca l  militi a companie s forme d th e backbon e o f  voluntee r  an d standin g unit s tha t  no t
onl y guarde d th e hon e fron t  bu t  als o fe d soldier s int o stat e o r  Continenta l  Arm y units .
Mr.  Murra y wil l  shar e facet s o f  cam p lif e fro m profesiona l  dutie s an d chore s t o game s
and craft s tha t  th e men an d thei r  famil y follower s di d t o pas s awa y th e time .  H e wil l
use origina l  Revolutionar y War  item s an d reproduction s t o enhanc e hi s presentation .

Participant s an d winner s o f  th e Skard a Memoria l  Histor y Award ,  thei r  families ,  an d
teacher s ar e invite d t o joi n th e Societ y fo r  thi s meeting .  Thi s year' s student s wer e
aske d t o researc h a  historica l  sit e i n Princ e George' s County .  Thei r  projects ,  consist -
in g o f  models ,  scrapbooks ,  essays ,  an d videos ,  wil l  b e o n displa y befor e an d afte r  th e
progra m i n th e downstair s sunroo m a t  Marietta .

The Jun e meetin g wil l  b e a n appropriat e tim e fo r  member s t o brin g thei r  youn g
neighbor s and/o r  children/grandchildre n t o hea r  thi s excellen t  progra m tha t  wil l
educat e an d entertai n th e youn g a s wel l  a s th e youn g a t  heart .

From the Editor  . . .

Firs t  o f  all ,  my sincer e apologie s t o yo u fo r  no t  gettin g thi s issu e o f  NEWS &  NOTES
int o you r  hand s i n tim e t o announc e importan t  new s &  event s o f  interes t  t o th e member -
shi p o f  th e Princ e George' s Count y Historica l  Society .  A  specia l  not e o f  apolog y t o
thos e peopl e wh o wer e s o goo d t o submi t  article s tha t  I  hav e no t  include d i n thi s
issue .  Thi s wa s du e t o my dela y i n compilin g thi s issu e an d gettin g i t  t o th e printe r
i n time .  Unfortunately ,  event s i n my lif e o f  lat e hav e prevente d me fro m devotin g th e
tim e necessar y t o b e o f  bette r  servic e t o you .  I' m sorry .

When I  volunteere d t o becom e th e compiler/edito r  o f  NEWS &  NOTES las t  year ,  i t  wa s
my hop e t o b e abl e t o serv e th e PGCHS membershi p fo r  som e time .  A s a  nativ e o f  th e
area ,  havin g bee n raise d i, n Princ e George' s County ,  I  welcome d th e opportunit y t o d o
my smal l  par t  i n assistin g th e Societ y an d anticipate d tha t  my contributio n woul d
continu e fo r  quit e awhile .  I' m afrai d tha t  suc h i s no t  t o be .

For  a  variet y o f  reasons ,  non e o f  whic h I  a m a t  libert y t o shar e wit h you ,  I  wil l
hav e t o resig n fro m th e Boar d o f  Director s o f  PGCHS an d a s edito r  o f  NEWS &  NOTES,
effectiv e almos t  immediately .  Perhap s I  wil l  b e able•t o se e tha t  on e (o r  two )  mor e
issue s ar e printe d an d sen t  t o you ,  bu t  I  wil l  no t  b e abl e t o continu e int o th e fall .

THANK YOU t o al l  yo u members/reader s wh o wer e thoughtfu l  an d supportiv e thi s pas t
year .  You r  article s an d letter s wer e greatl y appreciated .  My sincer e hop e i s tha t
whoever  assume s th e responsibilit y o f  editin g futur e issue s o f  NEWS &  NOTES wil l  b e
abl e t o improv e o n wha t  I  hav e trie d t o accomplis h an d wil l  receiv e a  grea t  dea l  o f
assistanc e fro m yo u wh o car e abou t  histor y i n genera l  an d Princ e George' s Count y
histor y i n particular .  May eac h o f  yo u b e blesse d a  hundredfol d b y God' s goodness .

Best  wishes .

(Rev .  Brother )  Davi d Richardson ,  O.S.C .



-Joyce McDonald-

ANTIQU E FEATHER MATTRESS DONATED TO SOCIETY

An antiqu e feathe r  mattres s tic k ha s bee n donate d t o th e
Societ y b y Dr .  Weems McFadden ,  a  member  o f  th e Societ y o f  Maree n
Duval l  Descendants .  I t  wil l  b e use d i n a  trundl e be d (t o b e
constructed )  a t  Marietta .  Th e tic k ha d bee n passe d throug h
severa l  generation s o f  hi s famil y an d i s a  welcom e additio n t o
th e Mariett a furnishings .

DUVAL L DESCENDENT MAKE S GIFTS TO SOCIETY

The Societ y i s ver y gratefu l  t o Jerr y Jacobsen ,  a  direc t
descendan t  o f  Justic e Duvall ,  fo r  ne w informatio n abou t  th e judg e
and hi s family .  Mr .  Jacobsen ,  o n a  visi t  fro m hi s home i n Ohio ,
stoppe d a t  Mariett a las t  fall .  H e mentione d tha t  a  relativ e i n
Baltimor e ha d recentl y discovere d Duval l  famil y paper s i n a n ol d
trunk .  Th e document s ha d bee n give n t o th e Marylan d Historica l
Society .  On hi s retur n t o Ohio ,  no t  onl y di d Mr .  Jacobse n sen d
copie s o f  thos e paper s fo r  th e Societ y collection ,  bu t  h e als o
include d Xeroxe s o f  famil y photographs .  Alon g wit h a  lette r  o f
thank s fo r  ou r  hospitalit y  wa s enclose d a  lif e membershi p
applicatio n t o th e Princ e George' s Historica l  Society !

The document s include d miscellaneou s paper s o f  th e judge' s
son Edmund Duvall' s  militar y accounts ,  an d Gabrie l  Duvall' s
accoun t  boo k relatin g t o hi s guardianshi p o f  hi s fou r
grandchildren .  The y wer e orphane d whe n thei r  fathe r  die d i n 183 1
and thei r  mothe r  th e followin g year .  Th e account s wer e kep t  fro m
1834 unti l  th e en d o f  184 2 (Th e judg e wa s the n 9 0 year s o f  age) .
As executor .  Justic e Duval l  ha d dispose d o f  hi s son' s pers.ona l
propert y a t  auction ,  wit h proceed s t o b e divide d amon g th e
children .

Among th e article s liste d a s unsol d wa s a  fort e piano ,  whic h
was value d a t  $150 .  Duval l  late r  note d tha t  th e pian o ha d bee n
purchase d i n 183 6 b y Mrs .  Magrude r  fo r  $100 ,  bu t  no t  taken .  Th e
heir s wer e eac h credite d $25 .  (Th e fort e pian o i n th e parlo r  wa s
purchase d b y th e Historica l  Societ y i n recreatin g th e hous e
inventor y o f  1834) .

Ther e ar e log s o f  th e amount s spen t  o n th e children' s
clothes ,  education ,  an d medica l  car e whic h giv e a  glimps e o f  19t h
centur y life .  Duval l  purchase d th e children' s clothin g an d yar d

continue d o n nex t  page. .



*********** *
goods fro m C.C .  Hyatt .  H e wa s meticulou s  i n recordin g ever y
purchase ;  fo r  instance ,  Marcus 1 accoun t  wa s docke d te n cent s fo r
a doze n shir t  button s an d $  .12 5 fo r  on e yar d o f  cotto n fo r
drawers .  (Marcu s onc e complaine d i n a  lette r  t o hi s grandfathe r
abou t  th e ragge d conditio n o f  hi s clothe s an d ho w poorl y the y
fit) .  Marcus '  tuitio n a t  Brookvill e Academ y pe r  quarter ,  pai d i n
advance ,  wa s $33.75 .  Edmund ,  a t  St .  John' s i n Annapoli s wa s $42 ,
als o i n advance .  Th e girls '  expense s wer e fo r  clothes ,  bu t  ther e
ar e entrie s fo r  th e purchas e o f  schoo l  books .

Especiall y interestin g ar e th e record s o f  th e slave s owne d
by th e estate .  I n additio n t o thei r  names ,  ages ,  an d famil y
relationships ,  thei r  live s ar e chronicled .  Gabrie l  hire d the m t o
work a t  Marietta ,  fed ,  clothe d an d pai d thei r  docto r  bills .  Thei r
wages wer e credite d t o hi s son' s estate .  Thei r  dutie s wer e
listed :  severa l  o f  the m worke d i n th e fields ;  Seren a "remaine d i n
th e kitche n t o tak e car e o f  he r  youn g childre n ; "  Rache l
"attende d Gabriell a (Gabriel' s  younges t  granddaughter )
constantly ,  no t  hired. "  A n entr y o f  June ,  183 7 note s "Senec a
havin g ru n away ,  h e wa s take n up ,  committe d t o Jai l  &  sol d fo r
$450.  Th e Rewar d $100 ,  an d Jai l  fees ,  etc .  amoun t  t o $106.73- -
leavin g $343.2 7 th e ne t  balanc e t o b e accounte d fo r  t o th e
children. "

Judg e Duval l  als o manage d rea l  estat e an d investment s
inherite d b y th e children .  H e record s thes e transactions ,  a s wel l
as th e taxe s pai d o n thei r  estate .  Hi s attentio n t o detail  an d
hi s menta l  acuit y ar e obviou s i n readin g thes e accounts .  Despit e
hi s ag e h e attende d conscientiousl y t o hi s dutie s a s guardian ,
distributin g incom e share s t o eac h chil d accordin g t o thei r
parents '  wills ,  an d deductin g expense s incurred .  Thes e account s
furthe r  .  expan d ou r  knowledg e o f  Gabrie l  Duval l  an d hi s
personalit y an d serv e t o reinforc e th e goo d opinio n o f  th e man
hel d b y al l  wh o voluntee r  a t  Marietta .  Man y thank s t o Mr .
Jacobsen .

NEWS ABOUT FORMER ORAL HISTORY CONSULTANT

Susan Ewing ,  Consultan t  t o th e Society' s Ora l  Histor y
Progra m whic h produce d th e vide o "Growin g U p i n Princ e George' s
County, "  move d las t  yea r  t o California .  Sh e i s no w workin g a t
Aircraf t  Technica l  Publisher s convertin g aviation  maintenanc e an d
governmen t  regulator y document s fo r  publicatio n o n a  C D ROM,  a
topi c fa r  afiel d fro m ora l  histor y bu t  relate d t o he r  forme r  jo b
i n aviatio n record s wit h th e Nationa l  Ai r  an d Spac e Museum.

A recen t  lette r  announce d he r  upcomin g weddin g i n August ,
1993.  Susa n send s he r  regard s t o al l  he r  Princ e George' s Count y
Historica l  Societ y friend s an d admonishe s u s t o "kee p th e tape s
rolling! "

LUNCHTIM E CONCERTS PLANNED

The Decatu r  Hous e i s presentin g lunchtim e concert s o n Monday ,
June 22 ,  featurin g th e Nav y Ban d Se a Chanter s an d Friday ,  Septembe r
4,  featurin g th e Nav y Ban d Topsid e Combo.  Th e program s begi n a t
noon a t  th e Decatu r  Carriag e Hous e a t  161 0 H  Street ,  N.W.  .  Th e
admissio n i s fre e an d th e courtyar d are a wil l  b e ope n fo r  thos e
wishin g t o brin g a  ba g lunch .  Fo r  informatio n cal l  Sara h Shaffe r
at  202/842-0920 .
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CALENDAR
June
Each Sunday Field Crop Month. National Colonial Farm,

Oxon Hill , MD

Wednesday, June 3
7 p.m.

Prince George's County Genealogical Society
Greenbelt Public Library

11 Crescent Rd., Greenbelt, MD.
"History of Railroading in America."
The meeting is open to the public. Visitors
are welcome. More info: call, 301-262-1019.

Saturday &  Sunday
June6&7 9-4 p.m. WHERE'S THE WINDMILL ? An Archaeological Dig

The Montgomery Co. Historical Society
Beall-Dawson House, 103 West Montgomery Ave.
Rockville, MD. Free, but limited space.
To register, call 301-762-1492.

JUNE 6

BOWIEFEST
Allen Pond Park
Sat, 1 lam-6pm.
City of Bowie: 301-262-6200. k

ARDMOR E DAY FESTIVA L
Ardmor e Neighborhood Park
Sat, 10am-5pm.
Marie Brown: 301-773-2889. k

Bowie

Ardmore

JUNE 5 - AUGUST 21

MONTPELIE R INVITATIONA L SCULPTURE
EXHIBITIO N
Montpelier  Cultura l Art s Center  Laurel
Daily, I0am-5pm; reception June 6, 7pm.
Montpelier Cultural Arts Center: 301-953-1993, 410-792-0664. i

JUNE 6-7

AMERICA N INDIA N FESTIVA L AND
POW WOW

16816 Country Lane Brandywine
Sat-Sun, 12N.
Presentation of Native American Indian culture
including songs, dances, crafts, food and refreshments.
Maryland Indian Heritage Society: 301-372-1932. $ i

JUNE 7

ARTS AND CRAFTS FESTIVA L
Hollaway Tyler  Printin g Corp. Glenn Dale
Sun, 12N-5pm.
Carolee Duckman, M-NCPPC: 301-249-9220. t.

-Thursday, June 11
BASEBALL AND THE HOMEFRONT
Lecture and
Booksigning. Walter Johnson High School,
6400 Rock Spring Drive, Bethesda, MD
(Montgomery Co. Historical Society)
$4 admission. $2 for MCHS members

JUNE 11-14

SPIRIT OF AMERIC A
Capital Centre Landover

Thur-Fri, 8pm; Sat, 2pm & 8pm; Sun, l:30pm & 6:30 pm.
U.S. Army Mil i tar y District of Washington: 202-475-0685.

JUNE 20

NORTH BRENTWOOD DAY
Town Park, Allison &  Banner  Sts. North Brent-wood
Sat, 8am-6pm.
James Jones or Lawrence Moody: 301-864-0756. i

JUNE 26-28

MID-ATLANTI C SPEED HORSE BONANZA
Prince George's Equestrian Center  Upper Marlboro
Paul Lundberg: 301-952-4740. $ i

JUNE 27

BRENTWOOD DAY
Bartlet t Park - 4300 39th Place Brentwood
Sat, 9am-6pm.
Chris Robinson: 301-445-4500, i



MARYLAN D HISTORICA L SOCIETY
MUSEUM AND LIBRARY OF MARYLAN D HISTORY

201 West Monument Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

(410) 685-3750 **

SPRING AND SUMMER EXHIBIT S

Through August 2,1992
"Maryland Line in the Revolution"
This exhibit focuses, on important Revolutionary period
portraits and documents relating to the role of
Marylanders in America's war for independence and the
establishment of the Society of the Cincinnati.

June 20,1992 - August 15,1992
"The Portraits and History Paintings of Alonzo Chappel"
Organized by the Brandywine River Museum, this traveling
exhibition celebrates Chappel's contribution to American
history painting and to illustration. More than fifty-fiv e
works including dramatic paintings, engravings and illustra-
tions are displayed.

J U N E

TUESDAY 2 and THURSDAY 4 6-9 P.M.
Minnie V. Lecture Cruise: "Shipwrecks and Underwater Ar-
chaeology - 19th-century Hulks in the Port of Baltimore," Dr.
Fred Hopkins. Tickets $20; members $18.

TUESDAY9 and THURSDAY 11 6-8 P.M.
Minnie V. Lecture Cruise: "The Great Baltimore Fire —A
Different Perspective," Harold A. Williams. Tickets $20;
members $18.

TUESDAY 16 and THURSDAY 18 6-8 P.M.
Minnie V. Lecture Cruise: "Traditional Chesapeake Bay Sail-
ing Craft — An Evening Aboard the Minnie V. and the Lady
Maryland" Tickets $20; members $18.

MONDAY 22 through FRIDAY 26 9 JO A.M. -1:30 P.M.
MONDAY 29 through FRL, JULY 3 9:30 A.M. -1 JO P.M.
CALLIN G ALL CAMPERS! Summer Camp MI. Each day
campers explore Maryland's past and do special activities and
crafts, ages 5-8. Pre-registration and $75 fee required for each
weekly session which varies in theme.

TUESDAY 23 and THURSDAY 25 6-8 P.M.
Minnie V. Lecture Cruise: "First Blood in Baltimore —Open-
ing Days of the Civil War," Courtney B. Wilson. Tickets $20;
members $18.

TUESDAY 30 and THURS. JULY 2 6-9 P.M.
Minnie V. Lecture Cruise: "Fort McHenry-Celebrating 200
Years of an American Fort," Scott Sheads. Tickets $20; mem-
bers $18.

J U L Y
SATURDAY 4 7-10 P.M.
Minnie V. Lecture Cruise: July 4th Celebration Tour aboard
the Minnie V. and the buyboat Half Shell. Includes light
refreshments and view of the fireworks. Tickets are $40.

MONDAY 6 through FRIDAY 10 9:30 A.M.-1:30 P.M.
CALLIN G ALL CAMPERS! Summer Camp III . Each day
campers explore Maryland's past and do special activities and
crafts; ages 9-12. Pre-registration and $75 fee required which
includes admission to The Puppet Co. performance of "The
Three Bill y Goats Gruff on July 10.

TUESDAY7 and THURSDAY9 6-9 P.M.
Minnie V. Lecture Cruise: "Old Fells Point — Sea Captains and
Shipyards," with a Fells Point walking tour, Davia Gleason.
Tickets $20; members $18.

FRIDAY 10 11 A.M.
The Puppet Co. presents. "Three Bill y Goats Gruff for
children pre-school to grade 4. Tickets are $4 or $14 for the
entire series. Pre-registration advised.

TUESDAY 14 and THURSDAY 16 6-9 P.M.
Minnie V. Lecture Cruise: "The Saga of the Liberty Ships— '
Baltimore's Role in World War II Shipbuilding," with a visit
to the Liberty Ship John W. Brown, Capt. Brian Hope. Tickets
$20; members $18.

FRIDA Y 17 11 A.M.
The Puppet Co. presents "Hansel and Gretel" for children
pre-school to grade 4. Tickets are $4 or $14 for the entire
series. Pre-registration advised.

TUESDAY 21 AND THURSDAY 23 6-8 P.M.
Minnie V. Lecture Cruise: "Sea Songs and Shanties, 19th-cen-
tury Sailor's Songs—-An Evening oiMusical Entertainment,"
Wil l Priest. Tickets $20; members $18.

FRIDA Y 24 11 A.M.
The Puppet Co. presents "Pinocchio" for children kindergar-
ten to jjrade 8. Tickets are $4 or $14 for the entire series.
Pre-registration advised.

TUESDAY28 and THURSDAY30 6-9 P.M.
Minnie V, Lecture Cruise: "Lighthouses of the Chesapeake"
with stopover at Seven-Foot Knoll Lighthouse, Bernadette
Gesser. Tickets $20; members $18.

FRIDA Y 31 HA.M .
The Puppet Co. presents "Cinderella" for children kindergar-
ten to grade 8. Tickets are $4 or $14 for the entire series.
Pre-registration advised.

CALENDAR
J



Princ e George' s Count y

Historical Society

1991 CASH RECEIPT S AND <DISBURSEMENTS>:

Dues an d othe r  contribution s
Interes t
Princ e George' s Count y gran t
Virt a boo k sale s (net )  an d commission s
Othe r  (Fun d Raiser ,  Hous e Tours ,  St .  George' s Day ,

Bus Tour ,  Skard a Fun d (net )

News &  Notes ,  postage ,  compute r  servic e
Telephone ,  insuranc e

$ 7,29 4
2,20 9
7,50 0
8,40 8

J..88 6
27,29 7

<3,098 >
<3,604 >

Projects :
Ora l  Histor y
Mariett a acquisition s
Librar y computerizatio n
Reprintin g Calver t  o f  Marylan d (net )
Princ e George' s Count y Teacher s
Hal l  o f  Fame ,  Histor y Lectur e Series ,

Heritag e Museum,  etc .

Increas e i n Cas h

< 891 >
<7,880 >
<3,510 >
<3,721 >

355>
<24,477 >

$ 2,82 0

Unexpende d Fund s a s o f  Decembe r  31,1991 :

Princ e George' s Count y grant s (2,63 4 designate d
t o Ora l  Histor y an d $2,20 0 designate d t o
Conservatio n materials )

Virt a Boo k Proceed s ($2,35 0 designate d t o
Heritag e Museum)

Lif e Member  contribution s
Donal d D .  Skard a Memoria l  Fun d
Al l other

4 ,834

5,330
6,400
2,323

13,478
$32.365

Fro m Our  Treasure r Jack Bourne



MEMBERSHIP. .

Becaus e thos e liste d belo w hav e no t  pai d 199 2 dues ,  th e Society' s
By-Law s requir e thei r  bein g droppe d fro m membership .  Pleas e
contac t  an y o f  the m yo u kno w t o determin e i f  the y wan t  t o
continu e membership .  Th e Boar d o f  Director s coul d reinstat e
them.

Mis s Iren e C .  Addick s
Lis a M.  Austi n
Caro l  A .  Beenic k
Mr.  &  Mrs .  Jame s M.  Bersbac h
Mr.  &  Mrs .  Joh n P .  Bowler,JV .
Fran k Calhou n
Mr.  &  Mrs .  Bufor d Co x
Mary Cu k
Charle s H.  Da y
Mr.  &  Mrs .  Georg e B .  DeGennar o
Henr y DeWitt e
Danie l  W.  Dentin g
Mr.  &  Mrs .  T.F .  Dutk o
Blanch e T .  Ebeling-Konin g
Mr.  Stanle y R .  Edward s
Dr.  &  Mrs .  Wolcot t  L .  Etienn e
Rut h A .  Feket e
Davi d P .  Fogl e
Mary L .  Frase r
Sharo n Gambl e
Judit h A .  Glotfelt y
Chri s Hal l
Danie l  T .  Hal l
Elizabet h L .  Hamilto n
Susan K .  Helman n
Mr.  &  Mrs .  Warre n J .  Hoffma n
Ms.  Evely n B .  Hoyer t
Mis s Ann e Mildre d Hoyl e
Dr.  &  Mrs .  Lloy d W.  Hughe s
Davi d Humphrey s
Mrs.  Clar a Jacob s

1992

D. L. Jenkins
Ernes t  Ra y Jue l
Mr.  &  Mrs .  Bernar d Kin g
Ms.  Marin a Kin g
Michae l  P .  Kos s
Mrs.  Josep h Longridg e
Eugene D .  Mannin g
Edna McCathra n
Sara h Mosele y
Andre w Nit z
Mr.  Joh n J .  Petr o
Collee n Prosse r
Orland o Ridou t  I V
Mr.  Davi d F .  Rin n
Mr/  Hug h B .  Robe y
Steve n B .  Roger s
Mrs.  Somner  C .  Rowe
Sami  Sharke y
Charle s A .  Shaughness y
Mr.  &  Mrs .  Holto n R .  Smal l
Mr.  &  Mrs .  J .  Josep h Smith ,  Jr .
Christophe r  M.  Stee l
Ms.  Juli e Ronnin g Talbo t
Alic e F .  Thomse n
Michae l  Tilc h
Mrs.  K .  Virt a
Elizabet h Watso n
Pete r  S .  Wyroug h
Joh n &  Rut h S .  Zeende r

New Member s

Margare t  A .  Davi s
Donal d W.  Griffi n
Caro l  M.  Landru m
Rit a Su e Mille r



Prince George's County
Historical Society . ..
dedicated to perpetuating an appreciation of the
history and tradit ions of Prince George's County
by . . .'

• collecting and preserving memorabilia
relative to Prjnce George's County
and the state of Maryland .

• facilitating research into
the county's history

disseminating historical
data through Society
publications and
programs

promoting the protection and
preservation of historic sites and structures
in Prince George's County

Advantages
of Membership
• Subscription to "A'nrj and Notts", published

monthly by the Society

• Regular meetings with educational and
informative programs

• Day trips to historic sites in Prince George's
County and neighboring areas

• Invitations to receptions and other special
events

• Discounts on selected gift shop items

• Use of the Frederick S. DeMarr Library of
County History

• Opportunity to part icipate in the Society's
volunteer activi t ies

Our operating support comes from your dues and
contributions. Al l contributions are tax deductible.

We appreciate your support.

Make your check payable to PCCHS.
Mail check and form to:

Prince George's County Historical Society
Post Offic e Box 14

KiverdaJe, Maryland 20737
301/464-0590

Maryland
mmmmmmmm ^mmmmmmmmm

Prince George's County
Historical Society

Annual Membership Application
Dale:

Name:_

Address: .

City, State, Zip: _

Telephone—(Home): _

(Business):.

Please indicate whedier this is a new membenhip or renewal:

D New D Renewal

Check below the category you »elect:

D Full-tim e Studen t  $10.0 0
D Member  ..$20.0 0
D Lif e Member  $200.0 0
D Sustainin g $50.0 0

D Additional Contribution:

D I am also interested in helping the society as a volunteer.
Please contact me regarding volunteer opportunities.

D For membenhip with the Maryland Historical
Society, include an additional $15.00 for individual
membership or $25.00 for husband and wife.

INQUIRIES ?
• Change of addres s
• Dues paymen t
• Gift s
• Repor t missin g issue s
• Correspon d abou t relate d

matter s
Writ e to:

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BOX 14
RIVERDALE, MD 20737-0014

Pl»of » includ*  addres s label fro m recen t itcu* .

With Pride

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!

JULY
No membership meeting

AUGUST
No membership meeting

SEPTEMBER
Special Event - TBA

WANTED
Person(s) willin g to volunteer
as compiler(s)/editor(s) of
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICA L SOCIETY'S
newsletter  NEWS &  NOTES.
Interested person(s) should
contact PGCHS, Box 14, Riverdale,
MD 20737 as soon as possible. Or,
contact: Bud Button, Pres. at
301/627-6722 or 301/627-2241. The
position should be filled by
August 1, 1992.



Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 p.m.

jif t Shop: Sundays (March-December)
12-4p!m.;
and during Special Events

Marietta Tours: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
Group tours by appointment.

For more information
call 301-464-0590

The Gift Shop
features a tasteful collection of handcrafted items
for home and gift-giving, toys and games for
children, small antiques, Historical Society
publications, and souvenirs of historic Marietta.

Location
Marietta is located at 5626 Bell Station Road in
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route
450.

WASHINGTON  IX:

A Facility of
The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission

Gtorgte (Enmity Hfefeirical 50rirtg
P.O. BOX i«a

PIVERDALE , MARYLAN D 80737/0014

U.S. POSTAGE
Non-Profit Orfl.

PAID
Rivtrdilt, Md.

20737
Permit No. 1948

DATED MATERIAL
ADDRES S CORRECTION
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he Hall of Fame

Prince Georgian Honored

Frederick Sasscer
1856-1929

Inducted into the
Hall of Fame

1992

Speech given by Susan Pearl
Apri l 26, 1992



FREDERICK SASSCER (1856-1929 )

I  a m please d t o introduc e t o yo u th e 199 2 inducte e int o th e Princ e
George' s Count y Hal l  o f  Fame ,  Frederic k Sasscer ,  editor ,  educator ,  attorne y
and prominen t  citize n o f  Uppe r  Marlboro .

Frederic k Sassce r  wa s bor n 4  Marc h 185 6 i n Uppe r  Marlborough .  Hi s
parents ,  Dr .  Frederic k Sassce r  an d Rosali e Ghisel in ,  wer e member s o f  tw o o f
th e prominen t  familie s o f  th e Marlboroug h area .  Hi s fathe r  gre w u p a t
Pleasan t  H i l l s o n th e roa d betwee n Uppe r  Marlbor o an d Croom ,  hi s mothe r  a t  th e
Ghise l i n far m o n par t  o f  th e larg e Brookefiel d trac t  betwee n Croo m an d
Nottingham .  Dr .  Frederic k Sassce r  an d Rosali e Ghisel i n wer e marrie d a t
Trinit y Churc h i n Apri l  1855 ,  an d immediatel y thereafte r  too k u p residenc e i n
a hous e o n Mai n Stree t  i n th e cente r  o f  Uppe r  Marlboro ,  wher e Dr .  Sassce r  als o
practice d medicine .

I t  wa s a t  thi s house ,  n o longe r  standing ,  tha t  youn g Frederick ,  thei r
firs t  ch i ld ,  wa s bor n th e next  year .  (Dr .  Sassce r  an d hi s wif e ha d si x mor e
childre n in  the  nex t  15  years. )  In  1859 ,  Dr.  Sassce r  purchase d fro m the
Craufur d famil y Kingston ,  th e fin e steep-gable d hous e whic h stoo d o n a  woode d
ris e a t  th e wes t  edg e o f  town ;  h e contracted  wit h som e loca l  builder s t o
renovat e th e hous e i n th e then-popula r  Gothi c Reviva l  cottag e style .  Th e wor k
include d th e adornmen t  o f  th e eave s an d dormer s wit h prominen t  an d decorativ e
jigsaw n vergeboards ,  a s wel l  a s interio r  f in ishin g o f  th e period .  A t  th e tim e
of  thes e renovation s (i n th e summer  o f  1859) ,  th e Marlboroug h newspape r  note d
"th e repair s i n progres s fo r  Dr .  Frederic k Sasscer  upo n th e ol d fram e hous e
latel y purchase d b y hi m fro m Dr .  Davi d Craufur d .  .  .  bein g f inishe d i n th e
cottag e style .  Thi s i s a  substantia l  bu i l d in g .  . .  locate d a t  th e "wes t  end "
of  ou r  v i l l a g e an d it s elevate d positio n add s muc h t o th e genera l  effect. "  I t
s t i l l  does ,  an d it s fin e perio d tri m make s i t  a  noticeabl e landmar k i n th e
town .

So a t  th e ag e o f  thre e an d a  hal f  years ,  youn g Frederic k move d wit h hi s
famil y int o th e ol d Craufur d house ,  know n a s Kingston .  I t  wa s o n th i s  h i l l
tha t  h e playe d a s a  ch i l d ,  an d i n th i s hous e tha t  h e read  an d studie d an d
prepare d himsel f  fo r  a  l i f e o f  scholarship .  O n th e nex t  ris e o f  ground ,  jus t
a shor t  distanc e t o th e east ,  stoo d th e Marlboroug h Academy ,  firs t  establishe d
i n 183 5 i n th e dwel l in g o f  th e lat e Dr .  W i l l i a m Beanes ;  i t  wa s here ,  a t  th e
age o f  seve n years ,  wh i l e th e War  Betwee n th e State s st i l l  raged ,  tha t  youn g
Frederic k Sassce r  bega n hi s education .  B y tha t  time ,  th e or ig ina l  Academ y
b u i l d i n g ha d bee n destroye d b y fir e an d rebui l t ;  i n 186 3 th e schoolhous e
consiste d o f  tw o rooms ,  on e o f  whic h wa s th e classroo m whic h accommodate d 3 0
desk s arrange d aroun d th e walls ,  an d th e othe r  th e apartmen t  o f  th e Dub l i n -
educate d professor .  I n thi s room ,  youn g Frederic k learne d th e basic s o f
grammar  an d mathematics ,  a s wel l  a s Lati n an d Greek .

I n late r  l ife ,  Frederic k Sasscer ,  Jr. ,  wrot e abou t  hi s schoo l  days ,  an d
painte d a  wonderfu l  verba l  pictur e o f  Uppe r  Marlboroug h i n th e mid-nineteent h
century .  H e wrot e abou t  ho w h e coul d se e fro m hi s classroo m windo w th e girls '



schoo l  a t  th e foo t  o f  Academ y H i l l  (a t  approximatel y th e locatio n o f  th e
Barriste r  Bui ld in g today) ,  an d watc h th e annua l  Ma y festiva l  an d coronatio n o f
th e May Queen .  Fro m th e sam e windo w h e coul d watc h th e horse s (a s man y a s 5 0
or  6 0 o f  them )  whic h wer e stable d i n th e yar d wher e Marlboro' s ne w pos t  offic e
has recentl y bee n erected ;  thes e stable s accommodate d th e carriag e horse s o f
th e man y traveller s wh o lodge d a t  th e town' s mos t  prestigiou s hotel ,  th e
Marlboroug h House ,  no w nearl y 4 0 year s gone .  H e wrot e o f  ho w he ,  a s a  youn g
boy ,  woul d ofte n ru n t o on e o r  anothe r  o f  th e fou r  l i t t l e store s i n th e town ,
to  buy  stic k cand y or  gingercake s cut  in  the  shap e of  horses ,  or  to  the
Rothstei n baker y nex t  t o th e Catholi c Churc h fo r  ho t  brea d an d othe r  goodies ,
and a t  Christmastim e fo r  a  variet y o f  toys .  I n thes e sam e late r  writ ings ,
Frederic k Sassce r  describe d man y o f  th e othe r  institution s whic h mad e u p th e
tow n i n whic h h e gre w up :  th e eccentri c postmaster ,  an d th e tailo r  wh o sa t
cross-legge d o n hi s tabl e plyin g hi s needle ,  an d th e larg e skylighte d stor e
hous e whic h merchan t  Grafton  Hal l  erecte d afte r  th e C i v i l  War ,  an d whic h
specialize d i n yar d good s a s wel l  a s grocerie s an d hardware ,  bu t  neve r  seeme d
t o succee d (yo u kne w i t  i n mor e recen t  year s a s Gibbon s Hall) .  An d h e
describe d th e summer  dancin g classe s hel d i n th e Gran d Jur y roo m o f  th e ol d
Cour t  House ,  a t  whic h h e an d th e othe r  yout h o f  th e tow n wer e instructe d b y a
Frenc h maste r  i n th e gallantrie s an d grace s o f  Europea n dance .

Afte r  hi s instructio n a t  th e Marlboroug h Academy ,  th e youn g Frederic k
Sassce r  wen t  o n t o St .  John' s Colleg e i n Annapolis ,  wher e i n 187 5 h e receive d
a Bachelo r  o f  Art s degree ,  an d i n 187 8 a  Maste r  o f  Arts .  H e returne d t o Uppe r
Marlboroug h an d serve d fiv e year s a s principa l  o f  th e Marlboroug h Academy ,
teachin g Engl ish ,  th e classic s an d Mathematics .  H e too k u p th e stud y o f  la w
i n accordanc e wit h hi s father' s wishes ;  h e wa s admitte d t o th e Marlboroug h ba r
and practice d la w fo r  ove r  twent y years .  Hi s card ,  "Frederic k Sasscer ,  Jr. ,
Attorne y a t  Law ,  Uppe r  Marlborough" ,  an d "Wi l l  practic e i n th e Court s o f
Princ e George' s an d i n th e Cour t  o f  Appeals "  appeare d regularl y i n th e
Marlboroug h newspape r  unti l  th e tur n o f  thi s century .  Bu t  i t  wa s t o
education ,  writ in g an d publ ish in g (an d i n particular ,  thi s ver y publ icat ion ,
The Princ e George' s Enquirer) ,  tha t  Sasscer' s  principa l  effort s wer e devoted .
The Princ e George' s Enquire r  wa s publishe d i n Uppe r  Marlborough ,  a s a
successo r  t o th e earlie r  (1861-1882 )  Princ e Georgian ;  whe n i t  bega n productio n
i n 1882 ,  th e editor s wer e Frederic k Sasscer ,  Jr. ,  an d hi s frien d an d la w
colleague ,  Josep h Ken t  Roberts ,  Jr. ,  wh o l ive d a t  Trelawn ,  o n th e sout h sid e
of  El m Street ,  acros s fro m an d o n lowe r  groun d tha n th e Marlboroug h Academy .
Sassce r  an d Robert s continue d a s editor s o f  Th e Princ e George' s Enquire r  unti l
Roberts '  deat h i n 1888 .  Frederic k Sassce r  continue d a s sol e Edito r  (an d
eventuall y owner )  o f  th e newspape r  unt i l  hi s deat h i n 1929 .  H e late r  wrote ,
" I  trie d t o combin e th e practic e o f  my chose n professio n [th e law ]  wit h th e
publ icat io n o f  a  newspaper ,  an d th e resul t  wa s tha t  th e latte r  prove d mor e
fascinatin g t o me .  Th e varie d wor k o f  a  countr y edito r  thu s becam e th e
absorbin g tas k o f  th e bes t  year s o f  my life. "

I n Jun e 1884 ,  Frederic k Sassce r  marrie d Luc y Clagett ,  daughte r  o f  Rober t
and Emil y Dorset t  Claget t  o f  Oakland .  Rober t  Clagett ,  on e o f  th e son s o f
Thomas Claget t  V I  o f  Weston ,  ha d mad e hi s hom e a t  Oakland ,  nort h o f  Uppe r
Marlborough ,  an d raise d hi s famil y there .  I n 1886 ,  Claget t  purchase d th e
handsome fram e hous e i n Uppe r  Marlbor o whic h ha d bee n th e hom e o f  attorney s
Danie l  Digge s an d W i l l i a m A .  Jarboe ,  an d whic h stoo d immediatel y t o th e wes t
of  th e hom e o f  Sasscer' s  colleague ,  Josep h K .  Roberts .  I t  wa s Clagett' s
intent io n t o giv e thi s propert y t o hi s daughte r  Luc y an d he r  ne w husband .  I n
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th e followin g year ,  h e deede d i t  t o Luc y Claget t  Sasscer ,  an d th e Sasscer s
made i t  thei r  home .  I t  wa s i n thi s hous e tha t  Frederic k an d Luc y Sassce r
raise d thei r  children :

Luc y (1885-1938) ,  wh o marrie d H .  Rodger s Gore ,
Rober t  wh o die d i n infancy ,
Frederic k Harol d (1887-1954) ,
Lansdal e Gh ise l i n Sassce r  (1893-1964) ,
and Dr .  Jame s G.  Sassce r  (1900-1960) ,

many o f  whos e childre n an d grandchildre n ar e wit h u s today .
And i t  wa s i n thi s hous e tha t  Frederic k Sassce r  l ive d fo r  th e res t  o f  hi s
life .

Durin g thes e year s (actuall y beginnin g i n 1881) ,  Frederic k Sassce r  wa s
activ e i n anothe r  ventur e whic h h e woul d continu e fo r  th e remainin g 4 8 year s
of  hi s l i fe ;  a s a  Vestryma n o f  Trinit y Churc h i n Uppe r  Marlboro .

Durin g hi s year s a s Edito r  o f  Th e Princ e George' s Enquirer .  Sassce r  an d
th e newspape r  itsel f  receive d man y compliment s an d encomia .  I n Decembe r  1888 ,
fo r  example ,  Th e Baltimor e Su n wrot e "Th e Princ e George' s Enquire r  o f  Uppe r
Marlboro' ,  Maryland ,  edite d b y Frederic k Sasscer ,  Jr. ,  ha s 'entere d upo n it s
sevent h volum e wit h gratifyin g indication s o f  prosperity .  Th e Enquire r  i s a
carefull y  edite d an d attractiv e famil y paper ,  conservativ e i n tone ,  an d a
vigorou s exponen t  o f  democrati c  principles. "  Th e Marylan d Gazette ,  o f
Annapolis ,  wrot e a t  th e sam e tim e tha t  th e Enquire r  wa s " a usefu l  an d valuabl e
journal ,  an d w e wis h Brothe r  Sassce r  th e succes s h e s o richl y deserve s fo r
g iv in g t o th e publ i c suc h a n estimabl e journal. "

Edito r  Sassce r  serve d als o a s secretar y o f  th e Democrati c Editor s
Associatio n o f  Maryland .  H e wa s als o activ e i n th e Masons ,  a s a  member  o f
Centennia l  Lodg e i n Uppe r  Marlboro .

The Editor' s father ,  Dr .  Frederic k Sasscer ,  die d i n 1888 ,  an d fro m tha t
tim e on ,  Frederic k Sasscer ,  Jr. ,  n o longe r  needin g t o dist inguis h betwee n hi s
name an d hi s father's ,  liste d himsel f  simpl y a s Frederic k Sasscer .

I n 1902 ,  Frederic k Sasscer ,  whi l e continuin g a s Owner-Edito r  o f  Th e
3rinc e George' s Enquirer ,  plunge d int o hi s othe r  consumin g interest ,  tha t  o f
jducation .  I n tha t  yea r  h e wa s appointe d Superintenden t  o f  Princ e George' s
bount y Schools .  H e entere d vigorousl y int o th e work ,  insist in g upo n
thoroughnes s i n instruction ,  particularl y i n elementar y studies .  Upo n hi s
i n i t i a t i v e a  join t  institut e fo r  th e countie s o f  Souther n Marylan d wa s formed ,
rh e firs t  conferenc e o f  superintendent s an d teacher s fro m Princ e George's ,
\nn e Arundel ,  Charles ,  St .  Mary' s an d Calver t  Countie s wa s hel d i n 190 6 a t  th e
larylan d Agricultura l  College ,  an d subsequentl y i n Annapolis .  Durin g hi s
;welve-yea r  tenure ,  th e numbe r  o f  teacher s increase d b y abou t  twent y pe r  cent ;
i  ne w eight-roo m schoo l  wa s bui l t  i n Hyattsville ,  a s wel l  a s a  numbe r  o f
smal le r  schoolhouse s i n othe r  section s o f  th e county ;  th e County' s secon d hig h
.choo l  wa s establishe d a t  Surrattsvill e i n 1906 ;  severa l  smal l  underpopulate d
•chool s wer e consolidate d i n 1907 ;  th e venerabl e Marlboroug h Academ y wa s
ncorporate d int o th e publ i c schoo l  syste m i n 1908 ;  th e firs t  centra l  heatin g
yste m wa s installe d i n a  schoo l  (Riverdale )  i n 1908 ;  a n agricultura l  h ig h
choo l  wa s establishe d a t  Bade n i n 1910 ;  i n th e followin g yea r  healt h
>recaution s an d examination s wer e instituted ;  als o i n 191 1 a n arrangemen t  wa s
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made wit h th e Stat e t o tak e ove r  managemen t  o f  th e blac k publi c schoo l  i n
Bowie ,  whereb y studen t  teacher s a t  th e Marylan d Norma l  an d Industria l  Schoo l
(no w Bowi e Stat e University )  woul d hav e a  mode l  trainin g cente r  (primar y
grade s wer e taugh t  i n th e count y schoo l  building ,  whil e grade s 4  throug h 7
wer e instructe d o n th e campu s o f  th e Norma l  School ;  als o a  substantia l
schoolhous e wa s authorize d an d constructe d i n 191 2 i n th e growin g blac k
communit y o f  Fairmoun t  Height s an d i n th e sam e yea r  transportatio n o f  pupil s
became a n establishe d count y service .  Sasscer' s  twelve-yea r  ter m a s
superintenden t  reflecte d al l  o f  thes e accomplishments ,  an d wa s characterize d
by hi s forcefu l  pursui t  o f  highe r  educationa l  standard s fo r  hi s teachers .

At  som e poin t  earl y i n thi s century ,  Frederic k Sassce r  arrange d t o hav e
hi s portrai t  painte d b y on e o f  th e mos t  prolifi c  portrai t  painter s o f  tha t
perio d i n th e Washingto n area .  Rober t  Hinckle y wa s bor n i n Bosto n i n 1853 ,
and educate d a t  th e Ecol e de s Beau x Art s i n Paris .  H e spent  1 7 year s (unti l
1884)  paint in g i n Paris ;  h e an d Joh n Singe r  Sargen t  wer e room-mate s an d fello w
student s o f  Frenc h portraitis t  Caro l  u s Doran .  Afte r  188 4 h e returne d t o th e
Unite d State s and  opene d a  studi o in  Washingto n D.  C.;  as  man y as  350
Hinckle y portrait s o f  eminen t  American s ar e sai d t o han g i n th e U.S .  Capitol ,
at  Wes t  Poin t  an d a t  th e Nava l  Academy  i n Annapolis .  I  hav e no t  bee n abl e t o
establis h exactl y whe n h e painte d Frederic k Sasscer ,  bu t  w e ca n assum e fro m
th e likenes s itsel f  tha t  i t  wa s a t  approximatel y th e perio d o f  th e Firs t  Worl d
War.  I n an y case ,  Hinckley' s grandson ,  wh o sti l l  reside s i n th e Distric t  o f
Columbia ,  remember s tha t  Hinckle y considere d hi s portrai t  o f  Sassce r  t o b e on e
of  hi s best .  I t  i s  thi s portrait ,  whic h no w hang s i n th e hom e o f  on e o f
Sasscer' s grandsons ,  whic h w e hav e ha d copie d fo r  thi s induction .

Durin g al l  thes e years ,  Sassce r  continue d a s Edito r  o f  Th e Princ e
George' s Enquirer ,  wit h hi s frien d an d associate ,  Samue l  Wyvil l  a s publishe r
and par t  owner .  Samue l  A .  Wyvi l l  ha d joine d th e newspape r  a s a n apprentic e i n
1903;  h e becam e par t  owne r  i n 1909 .  I n Januar y 1925 ,  Sassce r  an d Wyvil l
bough t  th e Mar l  boroug h Gazett e fro m Mar y an d Charle s Ignatiu s Wilso n (thre e
generation s o f  th e Wilso n famil y ha d publishe d th e Gazett e i n Uppe r
Marlboroug h beginnin g in  1836) .  Sassce r  and  Wyvil l  merge d the  two
publ icat ion s a s th e Enquirer-Gazett e an d Sassce r  continue d a s Edito r  o f  th e
new newspape r  unti l  hi s deat h i n 1929 .

I n th e sam e year ,  1925 ,  Frederic k Sassce r  publ ishe d a  smal l  volum e o f
essay s -  h e ha d alway s hope d t o writ e a  book ,  an d thi s wa s apparentl y th e
closes t  h e cam e t o it .  H e wa s a  highl y literat e man ,  traine d i n th e classica l
language s an d fon d o f  turnin g a  phras e -  al l  ver y apparen t  i n hi s editoria l
output .  Hi s passio n fo r  compositio n an d literar y expressio n (jus t  t o cit e yo u
a rathe r  amusin g example )  showe d clearl y in  an  188 7 ite m in  his  newspaper .  In
'h i s shor t  column ,  h e too k th e troubl e t o analyz e Presiden t  Cleveland' s four -
entenc e messag e t o Congres s markin g th e centennia l  o f  th e Constitution ;

Sassce r  pointe d ou t  tha t  firs t  sentenc e containe d 7 8 words ,  th e secon d 16 ,  th e
thir d 29 ,  an d th e fourt h n o les s tha n 17 1 word s -  the n commende d th e Presiden t
fo r  composin g a  sentenc e o f  tha t  lengt h whic h wa s entirel y grammatica l  an d
(.-ntirel y clear .

But  bac k t o Sasscer' s ow n writ in g -  hi s 192 5 monograp h wa s cal le d
"Occasiona l  Addresses" .  Throughou t  hi s career ,  h e ha d bee n calle d upo n t o
make publi c addresses ,  an d i n 192 5 h e collecte d a  numbe r  o f  the m an d publ ishe d
them ,  i n a n attemp t  "t o preserv e i n concret e for m a  fe w o f  my essay s an d



addresse s delivere d o n sundr y occasion s durin g my checkere d career "  whic h
migh t  b e o f  interes t  t o hi s childre n an d grandchildren .  Include d amon g the m
wer e "Th e Patriotis m o f  Today "  delivere d a t  hi s Alm a Mater,  St .  John's  i n
Annapoli s in  1878 ,  and  "Th e Blessing s of  Countr y Life "  delivere d for  the  191 5
commencement  a t  th e ne w Bade n Agricultura l  Hig h Schoo l  (establishe d durin g hi s
tenur e a s superintendent) .

Frederic k Sassce r  die d o n 2 9 Octobe r  192 9 (no t  a  goo d da y ) ,
afte r  a  shor t  illnes s wit h pneumonia .  Funera l  service s wer e hel d i n Trinit y
Churc h wher e h e ha d serve d a s a  Vestryma n fo r  4 8 years ,  an d h e wa s burie d i n
th e famil y buria l  lo t  a t  Trinity .  I n hi s w i l l ,  Sassce r  provide d hi s childre n
wit h rea l  estat e an d investments ,  th e Vestr y o f  Trinit y wit h a n endowment ,  an d
finall y instructe d hi s executor s (tw o o f  hi s sons )  "t o sel l  t o my truste d
friend ,  Samue l  A .  Wyvi l l ,  an d t o my son ,  Lansdal e Ghiseli n Sasscer ,  a s tenant s
i n common,  my printin g offic e an d lo t  an d th e Enquirer-Gazett e newspape r  wit h
al l  equipmen t  upo n paymen t  b y the m o f  $500 0 a s agreed ,  thi s reduce d pric e
bein g i n consideratio n o f  th e fac t  tha t  a  larg e par t  o f  th e valu e o f  th e
newspape r  plan t  i s du e t o th e patronag e o f  my so n an d th e skil l  an d industr y
of  my partner ,  Samue l  A .  Wyvill. "  Samuel  Wyvill ,  an d the n hi s son ,  continue d
t o publ is h th e Enquirer-Gazett e fo r  anothe r  6 0 years .

Frederic k Sassce r  wa s a  scholar  an d educator ,  a  progressiv e thinker ,  a
kin d an d generou s man ;  hi s influenc e i n Uppe r  Marlbor o an d th e Count y wa s
great .  Th e obituar y whic h appeare d i n th e Enquirer-Gazett e o n Novembe r  1s t
expresse d th e "profoundes t  sorrow" ;  Samue l  Wyvil l  wrot e a  "persona l  tribute "
whic h conclude d wit h th e following :  "Lov e beget s love ,  an d consequentl y thos e
who associate d wit h hi m an d ha d dealing s wit h hi m learne d no t  onl y t o estee m
and admir e hi m bu t  t o lov e hi m a s well ,  fo r  hi s ever y wor d an d ever y actio n
portraye d th e lov e an d goo d wil l  withi n hi s hear t  fo r  hi s fellowman. "

SO I  a m please d t o presen t  t o yo u toda y Attorney ,  Editor ,  Educator ,  an d
esteeme d citize n o f  Uppe r  Marlbor o an d Princ e George' s County ,  Frederic k
Sasscer .

Susa n G .  Pear l
26 Apri l  199 2

* * if * *

This speech was printed as a gift to the membership of the PGCII S
by Br. David Richardson, O.S.C. and inserted in NEWS &  NOTES, summer 1992.



he Hall of Fame
The Prince George's Hall of Fame was established in
1975 to recognize superior achievement, extraordinary
creativity and natural talent of distinguished Prince
Georgians of the past.

Although created by the Prince George's Chamber of
Commerce, with approval of the Prince George's
County Council, the Hall of Fame is an autonomous
organization. Its mission is to educate the public about
outstanding men and women of achievement, who
were born in, or had lived in Prince George's County.
By honoring these outstanding individuals, the Hall of
Fame hopes that County residents will be encouraged
to emulate their achievement.

The Hall of Fame honors these individuals by commis-
sioning portraits of them that are then displayed in
public buildings in the County. This brochure
reproduces those portraits and gives a brief history of
each person so honored.

Any citizen of the County may submit nominations for
the Hall of Fame. For more information about nomi-
nations and the Hall of Fame, write to P.O. Box 129,
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772.

The Hall of Fame is a nonprofit organization. All con-
tributions are tax deductible.
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Historical Society Examines Concept of
Heritage Center

The May meeting of the Prince George's County Historical Society held at Marietta
focused on the concept of a potential heritage center. A panel of Fred DeMarr, representing
the Historical Society; Karen Miles, President of the Prince George's County Genealogical
Society; and John Walton, Manager of the MNCPPC History Division, led the discussion.

Fred DeMarr talked about the needs of the County as it will move into its 4th century.
A heritage center would fil l a gap not covered by state, federal, and local libraries and
organizations. It would provide a repository for materials donated by local residents. It
would assure that information on Prince George's County would be available locally to
residents. Fred DeMarr stressed the need for public support and an energetic public
relations program to reach the goal of a heritage center.

Karen Miles supported the concept of a heritage center that would be a joint venture for
organizations with a common interest and explained how the Genealogical Society would
blend into the proposal.

The Prince George's County Genealogical Society was founded in 1969 by eight members
and has grown to 532 members with a full research facility, the Rainwater-Miles Research
Museum, currently housed at the Belair Stables Museum. The Research Museum provides
access to 1376 individual books and 440 periodicals from 48 states and foreign countries.
The collection continues to grow and is partially housed in members' garages and
basements. There is an urgent need for space to not only house but publish the collections
and also to provide better access to patrons.

Karen Miles enthusiastically endorsed the goal of a heritage center and spoke of the
importance of definite guidelines for such a joint venture.

John Walton brought to light the History Division's involvement in the concept of a
heritage center for Prince George's County. The History Division, which oversees six major
historical facilities and four county-wide properties, fulfilled a request of the Historical
Society to develop a "Phase One" plan for such a facility.

John Walton expressed the need for a facility that would give an overview of the
County's cultural heritage and would provide a place to display a collection of objects
related to the County's heritage. The tri-centennial would offer a focal point, a rallying cry
with the end result being a lasting and living memorial of Prince George County's
300th anniversary.

The "Phase One" document deals with such major questions as location, funding,
feasibility, type of structure, organizations, collections, short and long term goals, and how
Ihe center would serve the public.

continued on page 2...
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After the presentation, comments were received from invited guests and the audience.
Eugene Roberts Jr., a member of the Historical Society's Steering Committee, talked about
the necessity of incorporation so that those interested would exist on paper. Steps should
be considered because a heritage center would tie into economic development, tourism, and
education for youth on then* heritage.

Pat Williams, Deputy Director of the American Association of Museums, suggested that
one individual, either volunteer or paid on a full-time basis, was essential to lead the effort
to transform the idea of a heritage center into reality. There is abundant information
available to get the project off the ground. A consortium of foundations could be
approached for help.

The general consensus of the discussion was that the concept of a heritage center is a
valid one. The tune for duscussion is past and action should begin now if a heritage center
is to be a tri-centennial memorial.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• by Joyce McDonald

**
Skarda Awards Ceremony A Success

The Society's June meeting was a wonderful combination of children, parents, Society
members, and a perfect spring day. Over 50 guests, including the participants in the 1992
Donald D. Skarda Memorial History Award, along with their parents and teachers,
attended the Society's meeting at Marietta. County Council Chairman, Richard Castaldi,
presented proclamations to the first and second place winners. Alice Skarda presented the
Skarda certificates and checks to the winners and participants.

Jarod Blaney and Kim Remsberg from Bond Hill Elementary School won first and
second place respectively in the elementary division. Corinne Sweeney and Michelle Murray
from Kettering Middle School won first place in the middle school division. Adam Sweeney
form St. Ambrose School and Deon Koon and Jonathan Murray from Roger B. Taney
Middle School tied for second place.

Society member Bruce Murray, dressed as a Revolutionary War sargeant, was available
before and after the awards ceremony to present information about lif e in a flying camp.
He set up his tent under a shady pecan tree and was continually surrounded by guests
eagerly listening to him explain about lif e in a Revolutionary War camp and watching him
demonstrate the many items he brought with him.

Many people worked together to make June 13th a memorable one. Thanks to the
expertise of Jane Eagen, Vera Rollo, and Jim Wolfe, the projects were judged with care.
Dusty Rhodes and Susan Wolfe peformed numerous behmd-the-scene tasks which made the
physical arrangements perfect. Joyce McDonald tied up many loose ends, including a last
minute trip to the printers so that the guests could receive an attractive program. Gloria
Brown coordinated wonderful refreshments that included a sheet cake honoring the Skarda
winners. Positive comments from parents, teachers, students and Society members about
the afternoon ceremony and Bruce Murray's Revolutionary War camp confirmed that the
meeting was a resounding success. b Cheryl Adams



Prince George's County Book
Wins State Prize

The Maryland Historical Society has chosen Mistress of Riversdale; The Plantation
Letters of Rosalie Stier Calvert. 1795-1821 as the best book of Maryland history published
hi the past two years. An award of $1000 was presented to the book's author-editor,
Margaret Law Callcott, at the Society's annual meeting in Baltimore on June 16.

Located in the Town of Riverdale, "Riversdale," also known as the Calvert Mansion,
was the elegant home of Rosalie and George Calvert and one of Prince George County's
premier historical sites. It is the setting for this sparkling tale of lif e in early 19th-century.
Translated from the original French, the book provides a trip back in tune and an
especially poignant account of a woman's lif e in the early years of our republic.

Mistress of Riversdale is available in both hardcover ($34.95) and paperback ($14.95)
editions from local bookstores and from the Riversdale Historical Society.

The book's author, Margaret Callcott, resides in University Park, Maryland, with her
husband, George H. Callcott, professor of history at the University of Maryland. Between
the two of them, the husband-wife team have published six books on Maryland history.

Please contact the Riversdale Historical Society, Inc., 4811 Riverdale Rd., Riverdale, MD
20737 to order your copy. (Submitted by Ann M. Ferguson, Mayor of Riverdale and board
member of PGCHS).

Series of Fires Hit Historic District

The third in a series of suspicious fires that have hit Ellicott City's historic district since
February did minor damage to a vacant building in March, Howard County fire officials
saido

The blaze, reported at 12:57 a.m., caused an estimated $5,000 damage to a wood frame
structure in the 8400 block of Main Street before firefighters brought it under control,
according to Battalion Chief Don Howell, of the Howard County Department of Fire and
Rescue Services.

A third-alarm fire caused an estimated $500,000 damage to a nearby warehouse, and a
two-alarm blaze on February 19 swept through two buildings containing stores and
apartments, causing $250,000 in damage.

The origin of all three fires has been classified as suspicious by the Maryland fire
marshal's office, and an investigation into the blazes is continuing.

A number of historic buildings throughout our area have also been damaged or
destroyed. Understandably, we here in Prince George's County must do more to help
preserve our heritage.

Please contact the PGCHS and ask what you can do to help.
J



JOHN V. ALVITI
... sees cit y as livin g museu m

Looking
To Make
History

By Linda Wheeler
Washington Post Staff Write r

The neighborhoods of the Dis-
trict wil l become a living museum if
John V. Alviti , the new director of
the Historical Society of Washing-
ton, has his way.

"The city becomes the museum,"
Alvit i said. "I am a big believer in
that. All over the country, museums
are looking at how urban commu-
nities grow and change as a result
of the different people who live
there."

For the last decade, Alviti , 43,
has pioneered such studies, with
particular attention to contributions
from young people as director of
Atwater Kent, the city museum of
Philadelphia.

His appointment as director of
Washington's only museum of local
history will be announced tomor-
row, according to a society spokes-
woman.

Alvit i will replace Jane W. North,
who is retiring after a seven-year
term, on Aug. 1. The headquarters
of the nonprofit museum and soci-
ety are in the historic Christian
Heurich mansion at 20th Street and
New Hampshire Avenue NW, near
Dupont Circle.

Alvit i said he sees his role as
building on preliminary work done
by the society. Last year the society
assisted local churches in docu-
menting their own history, preserv-
ing their records and making use of
their collection.

Alvit i hopes to take that approach
a step further and bring the city's
young people into historical pro-
jects.

"What we want to do is to get
people to use their history more,
create a usable urban past," he said.
"There is a traditional notion that a
community wants to preserve build-
ings. That is fine, but what about
the need to communicate with
young people in a community? How
do you get them to have respect for
their community? One way is to use
an oral history project."

Alvit i said his Philadelphia mu-
seum worked with a predominantly
black community called Point
Breeze to create an oral history.
People young and old were inter-
viewed, and from that a script was
developed and a play will be pro-
duced.

For the 10 years Alvit i was
there, that museum sponsored a
summer camp for fourth- and fifth -
graders called, "Phil-A-Kid." Each
week of the three-week program is
devoted to a different period of city
history: late 18th century, late 19th
century and the years between
1920 and 1950.

In a program called "Philadelphia
Show and Tell," Alvit i brought to-
gether elderly residents with fifth -
and sixth-graders. The idea was to
make the senior citizens their "his-
torical mentors," and both mentors
and students are asked to bring in
objects from their personal expe-
rience and tell each other stories
about them.

Alvit i said all those programs
have worked and he may introduce
them here. But he wants to try
something new in Washington,
something so new he hasn't men-
tioned it to the society board yet.

"Where is the next generation of
board members for this society or
for the school board?" he said. "We
need young people on the society
board, on all boards in the city.

"We have to intervene in these
young peoples' lives," he said. "We
can't have just one kid on a board.
They have to be everywhere, and
then they can interact. The school

board kid can ask our kid, 'Why don't
we have more educational programs?'
and he can ask the school board kid,
'Where are the buses to take stu-
dents to special programs?'"

"That would be a mentoring and a
cohort experience," he said. "That
is how you have a real transforma-
tion of power."

The Historical Society

of

Washington, D.C.

Library of Washington History

Historic House Museum

Washington History Magazine

Lectures, Tours,

Workshops, Courses

in the

Christian Heurich Mansion

1307 New Hampshire Ave., N.W.

Washington, DC 20036

1 block from
Dupont Circle Metro

For information about

programs and membership

can (202) 785-2068



300th Anniversary for St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Baden

St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Baden, Maryland, celebrated its 300th anniversary on
Sunday, June 14. This was a rare occasion in this country. St. Paul's was established in
1692 at Charlestown, on Mt. Calvert Road, now a ghost town. In 1695 it wa moved to its
present location and the church building was used as the Prince George's County Court
House. This was before the county seat was moved to Upper Marlboro. In 1742, St.
Thomas Church was established as a "Chapel of Ease" in St. Paul's Parish. The two
churches used the same minister. Later, St. Mary's Episcopal Church was established in
Aquasco, and it remains a part of St. Paul's Parish. Other parishes taken from the
territory first assigned to St. Paul's are St. Barnabas of Leeland, St. Philip's of Baden, and
Trinity of Upper Marlboro. Parishioners from these churches came to help celebrate the
anniversary.

The program was under the general direction of the rector, the Reverend John F.
Eberman. The sermon was delivered by the Rt. Rev. Ronald H. Haines, D.D., Bishop of
Washington. Micheal Santora, the organist, played the antique pipe organ, one of only
three in the country.

Historical exhibits were displayed in the parish hall after the ceremony.

(Excerpts from an article by Wynona Skinner in The Enquirer Gazette, June 18, 1992)

Replica of Columbus'
ships 'discover' Baltimore

Baltimore - Thousands of people crowded the Baltimore watefront this month for Operation
Sail '92.

The four-month event began May 9 and continued through June 8, when authentic
replicas of Christopher Columbus' ships, the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria paraded up the
Chesapeake Bay.

Through mid-September, historic, naval and tall ships will gather in Baltimore's port to
commemorate the Columbus quincentenary. Throughout this past spring and into the
summer, ships from Brazil, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal,
Spain and Uruguay will visit Baltimore. A number of ships from other countries have
already docked in Baltimore's Inner Harbor and public tours are often given.

The replicas of Columbus' ships, which were built and owned by the Spanish
government, were crafted with 15th-century methods. The builders used hand-forged nails
and hemp caulking on the keels and decks. The sails were made of linen, unlike the
origianal sails made of hemp canvas.

The ships' visit to Baltimore was the 10th stop on their U.S. tour. They gathered at the
Francis Scott Key Bridge where they were welcomed by a flotill a of fireboats and pleasure
boats.



Restoratio n needs balanc e
From Popular Mechanics

Every old house tells a story, and each
owner adds a chapter to the tale.

This story, however, will be mute without
careful restoration, and that's where old
house experts, or specialists, can be
valuable.

They can help you sort through a maze of
competing demands that make restorstion
such a tough job.

In restoring an old house, owners bal-
ance the need to have a structurally and
mechanically sound house against the need
to keep the house true to its historical
period.

This balancing act is made more difficult
because no one has unlimited time and
money to spend on a renovation. Further-
more, an old house is no different than a
new house in that anything you do to it can
affect its resale value.

Old house professionals, for example, ar-
chitectural historians, and preservation
contractors who duplicate and repair old
materials and methods, are devoted to pre-
serving the features that make an old house
aesthetically and historically valuable. Most
likely then, you will find their advice differ-
ent from those who simply want to remodel
your house.

Old house specialists bring unique skills
to a renovation, as they strive not just for
beauty but for historical authenticity.
Plumbers or electricians are no less valu-
able. Their work ensures that an old
house's mechanical systems safely meet
the demands posed by modern conditions.

By hiring an old house expert, you can
avoid a variety of problems that a knowl-
edgeable person cannot foresee.

Old house specialists can also give you a
better understanding and appreciation of
how and why your house is the way it is,
and the features you should be careful with
in your restoration project.

To find help from old house specialists,
contact your State Historic Preservation
Office or local preservation group. You can
also turn to the Association for Preserva-
tion Technology International., P.O. Box
8178, Fredericksburg, Va., 22404.

of histor y and strengt h

Histori c Preservatio n Progra m

A program to enable people to work effectively in preserving our heritage
and to acquire a deeper understanding of our cultural and ethnic diversity.

Program highlights:

• Regional architecture

• Economics of preservation

• Documenting historic properties

• Grantsmanship and fund raising

• Preservation law

• Community development

• Managing preservation organization

• Maintaining historic properties

• Winning preservation battles in your town

Attend a course—or enroll in a certificate program.
For more information, call:

Gouche r Colleg e
The Center for Continuin g Studie s

(410) 337-6200

Goucher College is an equal opportunity institution which does not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, sexual orientation, age, religion, color, national and ethnic origin, or
disability in its admissions and educational policies, scholarship and loan programs, and
athletic and other school-administered programs.

Center for Continuing Studies
Goucher College
Baltimore, Maryland 21204

The 1992 National Reunion of Descendents of Maryland Catholics to Kentucky will be
held Friday, July 24, 1992 through Sunday, July 26, 1992 in beautiful historic St. Mary' s
County, Maryland.

Join the descendents of Maryland' s pioneers for  a weekend of fun, fellowship and
history. The reunion headquarters wil l be at the new Hollywood Volunteer  Fire Department
Hall (on MD Route 235, approximately 1/2 mile north of the intersection of MD Route 235
and MD Route 245). Registration begins Friday, July 24 at 10 a.m. There will be plenty
of time throughout the weekend to exchange family history and research. Copy machines
wil l be available at the Fire Department Hall. You will also have free time to enjoy St.
Mary' s wonderful historical attractions, including a boat tri p to St. Clement's Island.

There are charges for  various events. For  further  information about registration,
lodgings, etc., please contact: 1992 Catholic Reunion, c/o Becky Profitt , P.O. Box 113,
Leonardtown, MD 20650. Telephone: 301/475-5029 or  301/994-0859. .



Scientists to exhume
thought to be state founders

ST. MARY'S CITY (AP) — Scientists en-
tered a 17th-century crypt as a dress re-
hearsal for the later excavation of three lead
coffins believed to hold the remains of Mary-
land's founding family.

Experts entered the massive brick burial
vault of Sir Lionel Copley, Maryland's first
royal governor, and his wife, Anne, in the
Trinity Episcopal churchyard on April 30.

At a news conference this week, scientists
said entry into the Copley vault, done with
permission of church officials, gave them
data on the construction of lead coffins in
the 17th century.

The information was needed as scientists
prepare to exhume and open in October
three other lead coffins found here in 1990.

Those coffins are thought to belong to
members of the Calvert family.

Together, the five coffins are the only
17th-century lead coffins known in North
America.

Archaeologists believe one of the sup-
posed Calvert coffins might contain the re-
mains of Philip Calvert, Maryland's first
chancellor and half brother of Cecil Calvert,
the second Lord Baltimore. Philip Calvert
died in 1682.

In addition to confirming the identity of
the human remains, scientists hope to study
samples of air and pollen sealed inside the
coffins since the burials.

Historic St. Mary's City is the state's out-
door museum of history, archaeology and
natural history, located at the site of Mary-
land's first Colonial capital. Founded in
1634, St. Mary's City gradually was aban-
doned after the capital was moved to Annap-
olis in 1694.

The six-week project is estimated to cost
$400,000, of which $300,000 has been
promised in donated services and
equipment.

"But we're still going to have to raise
about $100,000," said Henry Miller, direc-
tor of research at Historic St. Mary's City.
"You need the money before you start... or
we don't do it."

In August 1990, radar detected the coffins
below what had been the floor of the Great
Brick Chapel, the first Catholic church in En-
glish America. The church was built in 1667
and demolished on orders from the Protes-
tant Parliament in 1705. The site now is an

open field.
The coffins were uncovered partially in

December of 1990, then reburied to await a
more careful study.

The Copleys died in 1694. Forensic ex-
perts from the Smithsonian Institution noted
that their skulls had been sawed open and
their brains removed before the embalming,
a procedure unheard of in Colonial America
before now, Miller said.

The underground brick vault had been en-
tered at least three times before. In 1799 a
local medical student and a number of com-
panions broke inside. The students found
Mrs. Copley's body, hair and clothing well-
preserved after a century. Only bones were
found of her husband.

Church officials and others entered the
crypt again in 1823 and 1922.

Miller said the team that entered the vault
last month found Mrs. Copley's lead coffin to
be "incredibly well-made," which "may ex-
plain why she was so well-preserved."

Clutter chokes Library of Congress
By PETE YOST
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Like a parent
aghast at the clutter of junior's toys,
Congress ordered the world's largest
library to clean its room 2'/a years
ago.

Now, the Library of Congress is
only 36 million items behind: More
than a third of the 100 million maps,
manuscripts, motion pictures, pho-
tographs, pieces of music, sound re-
cordings and books still aren't filed
— or at least not in a way that the or-
dinary American could find them.

There are Civil War battlefield
sketches and photos from Look mag-
azine. There are papers of the
NAACP from pivotal civil rights legal
battles of the '50s and '60s. And
there are underground French news-
papers from World War II.

Al l of it awaits detailed inspection
and creation of a record so the pub-
lic can find it.

Most of the material is stored on
Capitol Hil l or in a huge warehouse
in Landover, Md., a 30-minute drive

from downtown Washington.
Library backlogs are "a common

condition in the age of the informa-
tion explosion," said Michael Shelley
of the library staff. "We've focused a
great deal of attention on this."

Four million items pour into the li-
brary every year, an avalanche so
huge that 165 extra employees have
been hired to roll back the tide.

The library refers to the problem
as "arrearages." And Congress de-
clared in 1989 that reducing them
must be the l ibrary's- highest
priority.

Shelley's job is to cut the mountain
of backlogged material to 8 million
items by the turn of the century.

It's painstaking work.
Library employee Loras Schissel

unscrambled hundreds of pages of
handwritten musical scores by com-
poser John Philip Sousa.

"It's like trying to solve an incredi-
bly difficul t crossword puzzle," said
Schissel.

The sheets of music from five Sou-
sa operas had been scattered on the

floor in a burglary at a Sousa family
home in the 1970s. The th ief
dumped the musical works out of a
steamer trunk, and then stole the
empty trunk.

Translators and researchers have
pored over Sigmund Freud's notes
and letters from the early days of
psychoanalysis, organizing the mate
rial to make it more easily under-
stood to people visiting the library.
The task wasn't made any easier by
Freud's less-than-totally-legible
penmanship.

And one collection of 1,600 Civil
War drawings includes combat
sketches from the battles of Gettys-
burg, Chancellorsville and Antietam.

Most of the sketches — which ap-
peared in magazines of the Civil War
era — have been stored at the library
since 1919, available only to a few
researchers. Curators have linked
the sketches to specific battles and
events and are preparing to have
them publicly available for the July
anniversary of the battle of
Gettysburg.
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Andrews AFB Bears
Name Of General
Killed 49 Years Ago
Lt. Gen. Frank M. An-

drews was killed in Iceland
49 years ago, May 3, 1943,
in an aircraft accident along
with thirteen oiher men
when their B-24 lost its ra-
dio beam and crashed into a
hillside. He is buried at Ar-
lington Cemetery.
General Andrews was one

of the first to see the future
role of air power and the
possibilities of long-range
bombing. In 1935 he orga-
nized the General Head-
quarters Air Force. By the
time of his death at age 59,
he had amassed 6,000 hours
on Army planes. He loved to
fly and had told friends he
didn't want to be "one of
those generals who die in
bed."
On March 31, 1945, Camp

Springs Army Air Field —
which had been established
in 1941 — was renamed and
dedicated to the general.
His widow, Jeanette An-
drews, came from Miami for
the ceremonies and chris-

tened the B-29 Super-
fortress "The General An-
drews" moments before it
left for combat against
Japanese forces.
Next year Andrews AFB

wil l celebrate its 50th an-
niversary. But its history
goes way back. During Colo-
nial times an Indian reser-
vation was located there
near Camp Springs Lake.
Belle Chance, residence of
AFSC commanders, dates to
1712. In 1814 British troops
en route to burn Washing-
ton stopped at Belle Chance
and Americans tried to am-
bush them there.
Chapel 2, built in 1854,

was used as a Union com-
mand post. There's a ceme-
tery where the gravestones
bear the names of old
Southern Maryland fami-
lies: Duckett, Beall, Duvall.
Mary Surratt, of Lincoln As-
sassination fame, was born
in her father's house on
what is now the south end
of the base.
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Riverdale, MD 20737-0014

Colonial home
to rise again
House will offer peek
at 1 8th-century area life
ByK . DREWDeBOAL T
Journal staff writer

Next month, almost 200 years after the Laurel Branch
House first was built, its beams and rafters once again will be
nailed into place.

Ruins of the old colonial farmhouse, rescued from a site
near Waldorf being cleared for a subdivision, will form most
of the basic structure for its resurrection at the National Colo-
nial Farm in Accokeek. An army of volunteers using colonial
tools will reconstruct
the Laurel Branch
House in much the
same way it was built
shortly after the

The raisin g
The July 19 raising is open

to the public. For more infor-
mation, call the National Co-
lonial Farm at 283-2113.

American
Revolution.

For the past six
months, visiting
school groups have
worked alongside costumed colonials, sawing boards from
trees and helping prepare for the July 19 raising. The crew
even burned oyster shells to create the lime mortar that will
hold together the house's chimney and two fireplaces, said
Wilton Corkem, executive vice president of the foundation.

Unlike many historical houses that have been preserved or
rebuilt, the Laurel Branch House will offer a unique glimpse
of middle-class living during colonial times, Corkern said.

An expert on vernacular architecture in Southern Maryland
helped the foundation come up with plans believed to mirror
the homes of everyday late 18th-century people. Many of
those homes were built as temporary farms while the dwellers
tried to make their fortunes, Corkem said.

"Generally, it's only the cream of the crop that gets pre-
served," he said. "We hope that we will really touch a chord
with people who can't relate to Mount Vernon [which sits di-
rectly across the Potomac River from the National Colonial
Farm). The truth is, most people didn't live in Alexandria or
Annapolis. They lived in farms scattered throughout the
countryside."

Civil War relics on display at Surratt House
An exhibit of Civil War relics and

memorabilia is on display at historic
Surratt House and tavern, 9110
Brandywine Road, Clinton, through
Sept. 13.

Included in the exhibit will be orig-
inal uniforms, accouterments, arti-

facts, drums and medals. Items are
from several private collections.

Admission is $1 for adults, 75
cents for senior citizens and 50 cents
for children.

For information, call 868-1121;
TDD 699-2404.

Flags
T-shirts
Sweatshirts
Hats
Totebags
Mugs & Aprons
Books

MAR
Ellicott City, MD • St. Michaels, MD

3000 Different Custom products
Corporate gifts our specialty

Free Catalog 1-800-999-8330

8



Phone call to Schaefer  helps
move historic mansion

By Todd Spangler
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ST. MARY'S CITY, Md. — Gov.
William Donald Schaefer may have
helped move a 19th-century mansion
with a $200,000 phone call.

The mansion, now in Historic St.
Mary's City, is being eyed by nearby
St. Mary's College as a potential
home for college president Ted
Lewis. But moving the house is ex-
pected to cost about $175,000 and
renovations and archaeological site
studies could cost another $500,000.

The plan appeared to take a step
forward yesterday when Historic St.
Mary's City Commission Chairman
Ben Bradlee said that he asked Mr.
Schaefer for extra money last week
for the move and, "after a long
pause," the governor agreed.

The promise of extra money
comes as state cuts to the historic
commission's budget this year
forced it to lay off five full-time
workers. Schaefer administration
officials yesterday could not say
where the additional funding would
come from.

Mr. Bradlee, former executive
editor of The Washington Post, said
the $200,000 would be made avail-
able so the historic commission
could move the Brome-Howard
House, a 19th-century Greek revival

mansion.
If the commission picks up the

cost of moving the house, the college
would be left to deal with other ex-
penses — such as restoring the
house and making it livable for Mr.
Lewis.

Former state Sen. J. Frank Raley,
who represents the college on the
commission board, estimated those
other costs at about $500,000.

The legislature approved a capital
budget for next year that included
$850,000 for Historic St. Mary's City.
But the money promised by Mr.
Schaefer would apparently be in ad-
dition to that.

Rodney Little, the state director
of historical programs, said the addi-
tional funding has nothing to do with
the commission's operating budget,
which was cut by about $160,000 for
the next year. Five workers were
forced out of their jobs because of
the reductions that were ordered by
the state.

"There is money available for
capital improvements, but operating
money is very, very tight," said Mr.
Little.

The historic commission wants
the college to take over the Brome-
Howard House because its mem-
bers are convinced that the 19th-
century home confuses the public
when it comes.to see what is sup-

posed to be a 17th-century city.
The house, the plantation manor

for John Brome, also sits atop a rich
archaeological plot that might in-
clude the remains of a fort and the
home built for Maryland's founding
family, the Calverts.

Trying to explain to visitors what
a Civil War-era house is doing there
is difficult , said Mr. Bradlee.

"It's going to free that site for ar-
chaeological discovery and develop-
ment," he added.

Commission members are con-
vinced for the most part that making
the house a private residence for the
St. Mary's College president is a
good idea.

"The beauty of giving it to the col-
lege is ... that the college can spend
the money to preserve it," said Shep
McKenney, a commission member

St. Mary's College was give.n a
great deal more authority over its
budget by the legislature this year.
The school has launched a program-
to double its tuition for Maryland
residents over the next five years,
but college officials say the tuition
increase is not related to the plans
for the mansion.

Mr. Lewis has been renting ;i
home near campus for several years
while his campus home has Been
used as office space by the college.

.*  TUESDAY, MAY 12,1992

Welcome back, Maryland!
MARYLAN D MAGAZINE , which ceased publication earlier  this year  due to financial
problems, will continue to be published. The magazine wil l bring to its readers the same
quality stories and images of our  great state that it has for  the past 23 years. The state
arranged for  privatization of MARYLAN D MAGAZINE , allowing subscribers to continue
receiving, without interruption , then* issues of this classy magazine.

Privatization will save taxpayers money during a serious fiscal crisis. Hartung and Weber,
the new owners, are local publishers with 10 years of success publishing various trade,
specialty and lifestyle publications throughout Maryland.

During the years that the magazine was published by the state Department of Economic
and Employment Development, a rich traditio n of promoting our  state was established and
winning national awards while doing so.

If you are interested in subscribing to this fine magazine, the subscription is rather
inexpensive: $12.50 for  one year  ($10 for  senior  citizens) and $22.50 for  two years ($18.00
for  senior  citizens). The magazine is a quarterly . For  more information , contact:
MARYLAN D MAGAZINE , P.O. Box 447, Bladensburg, MD 20710-0447.



Tales From The Crypt.. .
... At Darnall' s Chance

By Richar d Bicker s
The Enquirer-Gazette  Staff

Prince George's County resi-
dents have a- rare opportunity
to get their hands on some his-
tory at Darnall's Chance in
Upper Marlboro.
The 300-year-old house is

well known for it's historical
significance as the one-time
home of famous Marylanders
Daniel and John Carroll. It is
also the oldest structure in Up-
per Marlboro and one of the
oldest in the county.
The discovery and excavation

of a burial crypt behind the
main house added to the value
of the historical data to be
found at Darnall's Chance.
The roof of the vault caved in
sometime during the history of
the house. For more than 150
years, residents used the open
hole as a garbage pit.
The artifacts found within

the crypt, some dating back to
the 1600's, give us a rare op-
portunity to glimpse aspects of
the everyday lives of early
Marylanders.
The remains of a man, two

women, a 13-year old-boy, a 6-
year-old girl, three babies and
a newborn were discovered un-
der the debris in the vault. The
man's remains were in a coffin
encased in brick.
These remains were removed

and are being examined at the
Smithsonian Institute in
Washington, D.C.
Volunteers from around the

area come to the house to clean
and help identify artifacts taken
from the grounds.
Flat nails, belt buckles, animal

bones, oyster shells, marbles,
household utensils, and pieces of
pottery and glass are among the
types of items found at the site.
These artifacts, after being

cleaned, are cataloged by Bar-

THE ENQUIRER-GAZETTE,
Thursday , Apri l 30,1992

bara Sikora, a historian who
oversees the project and works
with volunteers.
She uses books by experts in

the field to determine the origin,
purpose, and date of individual
pieces. They are then wrapped
and placed in numbered boxes.
Although most of the artifacts

from the vault itself have been
cleaned and identified, its rich
harvest of artifacts has prompted
archaeologists and historians to
dig at other sites around the
homestead grounds.
Volunteers are welcome and

needed to complete the archaeo-
logical endeavor.
They may take part in either

the dig sites, where dirt is sifted
through screens to seperate arti-
facts, or the less strenuous clean-
ing.

"My father had an interest in
archaeology," says Marian Pfeif-
fer, a volunteer. "His interest got
me into archaeology and prompt-
ed my pursuing something like
this."
Volunteers come on their own

time and stay as long as they
wish. Once all the digs are com-
pleted and the artifacts are iden-
tified and cataloged, Sikora will
return to the boxes and attempt
to reassemble some of the arti-
facts.

"We hope to eventually match
up a lot of the pieces we have to a
point where they can be put on
display," says Sikora. "You can
never completely reconstruct a
bowl or plate but you can match
up enough pieces to have most of
the shape. These reconstructions
wil l give visitors an idea what
the type of household wares they
used and what their (colonial
Marylanders) lives were like."
The reconstruction of the house

was done using methods the orig-
inal builders would have imple-
mented. Replicas of the hand-
blown glass and nails found in
the ground are evident in the
restoration.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

February 27: At President Washington's
request Secretary of State Thomas
Jefferson wrote Pierre L'Enfant
terminating his services because
of repeated clashes with the three
Commissioners appointed to oversee the
building of the new Capitol.

March: Ellicott completed drawings of
L'Enfant's plan for engravings in
Boston and Philadelphia.

Apri l 14: Pennsylvania Avenue began
with the Commissioner's directive
for "a breadth of two perches (33 feet)
...from the president's palace
to the Capitol."

July 17: The Commissioners awarded
James Hoban the prize for the best plan
for President's House and hired him to
supervise its construction. They rejected
all thirteen entries for the Capitol.

September  1: A contract was let for a
canal joining James Creek and Tiber Creek,
later to become the Washington Canal.

October  13: The Commissioners, members of
the Masonic lodge, and citizens of the
District laid the cornerstone of the
President's House.

200 Years Ago
In

Washington, D.C.

1792 >



JULY 26 - AUGUST 1

First National Bank

GYCLEliiAGRQSS MARYLAN D

Statwide
Six-day noncompetitive cycling vacation for friends and

families. Capture the spirit of Maryland. Registration
includes baggage transportation, camp site, support

vehicles.evening entertainment.
First National Bank: 800-842-BANK.

AUGUST (TO BE ANNOUNCED)

JUG BAY RAFT REGATT A
Patuxent River  Park
Sat, 12N-3pm.
M-NCPPC: 301-627-6074. A-

Upper Marlboro

MARYLAND' S MOST BEAUTIFU L
PARENTS AWARD S CEREMONY

Statewide
Floraine Applefeld, Md You Are Beautiful: 410-974-3085. 4.

SENIOR APPRECIATIO N DAY AT THE
MARYLAN D STATE FAI R
Maryland State Fairgrounds Timonium
lOam-lOpm.
Toni Price, Maryland Office on Aging: 410-225-1273. &

AUGUST 2 ~~~

BURNIN G OF THE PORT TOBACCO
COURTHOUSE - 100TH ANNIVERSAR Y

Sun, 12N-4pm.
Sharlene Owens: 301-934-4313. $

Port Tobacco

AUGUST 1-31

OC3 OTXb

DAYT PARTY ON THE BAY
.Statewide

PARTY ON THE BAY salutes Maryland's greatest
natural resource — the Chesapeake Bay — by

letthg people experience the Bay and its bounty
firsthand at over 30 statewide events, PARTY ON

THE BAY features crab feasts, fishing tournaments,
boat races, canoe jousts and more for people to

enjoy the beauty and bounty of the bay.
Governor's Office: 410-974-5300.

AUGUST 22-31

MARYLAN D STATE FAI R
Maryland State Fairgrounds
Sat-Mon, I Oam-1 Opm.
Max Mosner: 410-252-0200.$ i.

Timonium
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AUGUST 29 - OCTOBER 18

MARYLAN D
RENAISSANCE FESTIVA L

95-Acre Site Crownsville
Weekends only, Sat-Sun, I0:3()am-7pm.
A sixteenth-century English country fair

celebrating the fun, bawdiness and art of the
Renaissance. Food, crafts, eight

stages and authentic combat jousting.
Jules Smith: 410-266-7304. $ 4-

SEPTEMBER 7-13

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY FAI R -
150TH ANNIVERSAR Y
Prince George's Equestrian Center Upper Marlboro
Mon, Sat-Sun, I lam-lOpm; Tue-Fri, 4-!Opm.
Richard Scott, General Manager: 301-952-1401. $ 4.

SEPTEMBER 10-13

MARYLAN D STEAM HISTORICA L
SOCIETY SHOW
Arcadia Carnival Grounds Arcadia
Thur, I0am-9pm; Fri-Sat, I0am-l()pm; Sun, I0am-6pm.
Mildred M. Brubaker: 410-833-2175. 4

SEPTEMBER 12

1814 BATTL E OF NORTH POINT RE-ENACTMEN T
AND LIVIN G HISTORY
Ft. Howard Park Ft. Howard
Sat, l()am-6pm.
Defender's Day celebration, commemorating Maryland State
Holiday; features re-enactment of battle, l ivin g history, period trades,
crafts and food.
Eastern Baltimore Area Chamber of Commerce: 410-292-9100. $ 4.

BELAI R STABLE MUSEUM ARTS AND
CRAFT S FAI R
Belair  Stables
(Raindate: Sept 19) Sat, 10am-4pm.
Cheryl Lowe: 301-262-0738. $ i.

Bowie

JOHN WILKE S BOOTH ESCAPE ROUTE TOUR
Surratt House Museum Clinton
Sat, 7:?0am-7:30pm.
Laurie Verge: 301-868-1121. $

SEPTEMBER 12-13

AIRFAI R '92
College Park Airport College Park
Sat-Sun, I0am-5pm.
Polly Hi l l : 301-864-5844. 4.

r j
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SEPTEMBER 1992
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SEPTEMBER 17-20

CHARLE S COUNTY FAI R
Charles County Fairgrounds La Plata
Thur, 5-10pm; Fri-Sat, 9am-9pm; Sun, 10am-6pm.
Mattie Gootee: 301-932-3151. $

SEPTEMBER 19

ESTUARIES DAY
Patuxent River  Park Upper Marlboro
Sat, 9am-3pm.
M-NCPPC: 301-627-6074. 4.

VICTORIA N CRAFT FAI R
Surrat t House Museum
Sal, lOam-Spm.
Laurie Verge: 301 -868-1121.$ A.,

Clinton

SEPTEMBER 19-20

AMERICA N INDIA N SUPPORT
SOCIETY POW WOW

Cedarville Rd. &  Country Lane Brandywine
Sat-Sun, 12N-6pm.
Maryland Indian Heritage Society: 301-372-1932. $ i.

SEPTEMBER 20

COLONIA L DAY
Montpelier  Mansion
Sun, 12N-5prn.
Don Graham or Ann Wagner: 301-953-1376. 4.

Laurel

OXON HILL JOUSTING TOURNAMENT
Tucker  Road Community Center  Oxon Hill
Sim, 12N-5pm.
M-NCPPC: 301-292-9006. i

SEPTEMBER 24-27

ST. MARY' S COUNTY FAI R
Rt. 5 South of Leonardiown
Thur, 4-9pm; Fri-Sat, 9am-9pm; Sun, 9am-5pm.
Mary Pfeiff: 301-475-2707. $ t

Leonardtown

SEPTEMBER 26

KETTERIN G FOUNDER'S DAY
Kilb y Center
Sat, 10am-6pm.
Mrs. Tina Badaezewski: 301-249-7345. t.

RIVERDAL E DAY
Riverdale Park
Sat, I0am-6pm.
Kathy Consoli: 301'-445-4500, TDD#445-4507.

SEPTEMBER 26-27

FARM HERITAG E FESTIVA L
Prince George's Equestrian Center
Sat-Sun, I lam-6pm.
M-NCPPC: 301-627-2270.$ i

Kettering

Riverdale

Upper Marlboro
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Maryland' s Histor y Tied To
Developmen t Qf The Nation

As one of the original ;;
colonies, Maryland's history
is tied to the settlement and
development of the natiort̂  ; •
Colonists, farmers and pio-
neers all left their marks oh
the lifestyles of the state.
Their descendants have not

forgotten the work of their; :
ancestors. In fact̂  they work
hard to keep ahve the tradi-
tions. Throughout the year,
Maryland sees many folkway

; demonstrations and fostivals
that help people appreciate
the lives of their forefathers j
li-? and; the con venience? of :

| Domestic arts are fee ™cus:i
I at' many shows. Quilt arid :||
needlework shows feature |||

; demonstrations by individua
;ais or qoilaBgbee group8l|||
pthers sitKpfy display collec'-
'tioris of lovingiy-designedv ;;|:
and sewn pieces of art î
:|: Housework in the past; of- I
'|eh' iric lufie d gardening for : ;
|nipre than ornamental; puf-::l
'; tjoGea. HerbG. wars iBv.j.jpi'fedt
for roedieinai and domestic;: ;;
;tises. Sinking Spring Heirb ; |
:;.Farm in; Elkton maintains a
lprogram of herbal activity ;;;|;|

:- chmng ttie y eat. In ;-Mf s .̂
'

lherbs,
tJi& gaixlen is

Sry herbs -
decoration. "  : : l-j :||l|
|| Rural and ;fcj. •' :.cufek>fi;--J;
dustries serve as the
other, shows.

;Fffirasirj| Field
modem logging pr&2£3§esi|||:

;a|sc>: demonstrates;; olderl

logging methods and lets the
loggers test their skills with

; lumberjack contests. •
Much of Maryland is still

; agricultural, so many festi-
vals deal with farms and
food. The Sheep and Wool \l in Howard County

in May has judging of prize
; livestock, wool shearing
: demonstrations, and a
I "sheep to sweater" demon-
stration. The Maryland Beef

: Festival at the Carroll Coun-
I ty Farm Museum in, June
;:lets city dwellers itteet "ham-
:; burgers on the hoof*  and
I; : learn what's involved in rais-
| ing beef cattle for marfeti; ;;
If;Other food festivals center I
• around harvest times. Weekl;;
ends in late summer see hptiil

: fey festivals, apple butter
I boils, corn roasts, and cider i ;•
;; pressing demonstrations at : ;

f sites from the Baltimore suhli
: urbs to Western Maryland.:: ||
IllThen'there is the music. In;;
|: the days before car pools, ; : ; ; :
|;VCRs and bowling leagues*:; |,
i entertainment was simpler;
; The fiddle, banjo and dul-

cimer playing bluegraSs and|
I; traditional songs- were the
;|; forerunners of MTV: Qrga-1 ̂
P;nized fiddle conventions and:;
: contests are held from June i ; ;
II I through August, while many;
J of the; other foltway festival̂
Iv feature bluegrass anc! tradl'1;
I;; tibnal music as one of the at|
Is tractions.; : :; : : :;|&; *|p; ̂ Sm
:-- -vFor your free ij/f arykacl:;.-::;:;-:.

:Cit; call l-C08~?;47-:. . |
vvrite to tjie Msu.y-
ce' of'IfeurisTB,^'? ;v;

;;:E. Eedwood Street, Haiti-: 111
more, MD, 21202, . ; ,/

12



pRince qeoRQe's county
genealogical

society

MARK YOUR CALENDARS...
July - August

No Membership Meetings
September

Special Event (T.B.A.)
October

Membership Meeting
(2nd Saturday of Month)

November
Membership Meeting
and Elections

December
Christmas Party &
Holiday Open House

July 25, 1992 (Saturday) 1:00-5:00 p.m. PGCGS Library open at Belair Stable
Museum, 2835 Belair Drive, Bowie, Maryland. (Call James Reep at 301-927-7241 for
further information). The Society's Library and Research Room is normally open from
10:00 a.m. to dusk on Wednesdays except holidays. Call ahead first.

August 29, 1992 (Saturday) 1:00-5:00 p.m. PGCGS Library open.

October 10, 1992 (Saturday) Genealogy for the 90's Seminar - LDS Family History
Center, Kensington, MD. Sponsored jointly by the Family History Center, PGCGS and the
Genealogy Club of the Montgomery County Historical Society. Mark this date on your
calendar now. Details can be obtained by contacting the PGCHS, P.O. Box 819, Bowie, MD
20718-0819.

The Town of Bladensburg continues to celebrate its 20th Anniversary in 1992.The Mayor
and Council wishes to inform our readers of the following events for the remainder of this
year:

BATTLE RE-ENACTMENT - Saturday, August 15, 1992 11:00 a.m. Peace Cross
BALLOON FESTIVAL - Saturday, August 15, 1992 5:00 p.m. Balloon Park
PARADE - Saturday, September 19, 1992 11:00 a.m. Annapolis Road
BLADENSBURG DAYS - Saturday & Sunday, September 19 & 20, 1992

AH Day - Various Sites throughtout Town
GALA BALL - Saturday, October 3, 1992 7:00 p.m. Bladensburg Firehouse
THANKSGIVING SERVICES Sunday, November 22, 1992 3:00 p.m. Publick

Playhouse

NATIONAL COLONIAL FARM, OXON HILL, MARYLAN D

September 26, 1992 (Saturday) FALL FARM FESTIVAL
November 15, 1992 (Sunday) FOODWAYS
December 6, 1992 (Sunday) WINTER CHORES
December 13, 1992 (Sunday) HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

Write or call for more information: National Colonial Farm,
Bryan Point Rd., Accokeek, MD.

13
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Information, please...
• The Prince George's County Historical Society is always open to receiving donations of

books and other materials pertaining to history in general, Maryland history in particular,
and especially welcomes any information and materials about Prince George's County
history. If you have books, photographs, pictures, clippings, artifacts, furniture, etc., that
you even vaguely believe may have some importance to our county's history, please contact
the Society. For too often such materials are discarded or given to other organizations. We
would greatly appreciate it if you please think of us when you're trying to decide what to
do with those items of historical significance. We're doing our best to preserve out county's
heritage.

Likewise, the Prince George's County Genealogical Society welcomes any books and
information that would be of assistance to others doing genealogical research. If you have
any books or materials you wish to donate to the Genealogical Society, please contact them
at: P.O. Box 819, Bowie, MD 20718-0819. or telephone Ivan Rainwater, Archivist, at
301/262-2854.

Information, please. St. Francis de Sales Roman Catholic Church at 20th and Rhode
Island Avenue, N.E., Washington, D.C., is celebrating 270 years as the oldest continuous
Catholic congregation in Washington, D.C. Its history began hi 1721 when the Queen
Family of Prince George's County began worship services in their chapel. Anyone with
information on the Queen Family or other families that worshipped at Queen's Chapel or
St. Francis de Sales, please contact: Christopher J. Pohlhaus, 4803 LaSalle Road,
Avondale, West Hyattsville, MD 20782.

Information, please: St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church, 619 I0th St., N.W.,
Washington, D.C. will be observing and celebrating in 1994 its 200th anniversary as the
oldest Catholic parish in the Federal City. The Irish immigrants who built the White House
were the same ones who established St. Patrick's hi 1774. From this parish came much
history, much of which will be included in two books to be compiled and prmted in time
for the parish's bi-centennial: one, a more scholarly type book and the other, a pictorial
and brief history. Both books are currently underway, but if you have any information that
would prove helpful to the parish, please contact: Morris McGregor, St. Patrick's In The
City, 619 10th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001.

Information, please: Br. David Richardson, O.S.C. has been attempting to compile as
much information as he can pertaining to the Town of Capitol Heights, Maryland. If any
of our readers have any material they wish to share, please contact him at P.O. Box 31698,
Capitol Heights, MD 20743.

Also, WANTED: If anyone has an extra copy of Maryland's 350th Anniversary (1634-1984)
poster (depicting the State Capitol and Maryland flag), I would certainly be interested in
acquiring it. Please contact: Br. David Richardson at the above address. Thank you.

The Architectural-Preservation standing committee of Trinity Episcopal Parish in Upper
Marlboro, Maryland, plans to establish a permanent archives of Trinity Church History.
If anyone has any old records, papers, deeds, maps, pictures, or photos concerning Trinity
Church, the preservation committee would like to have them or make copies of them. For
more information, please call Anne Sasscer, 301/627-2584, or Sandy Nesbitt, 301/627-5870.

S



Missing anything lately? We are.

Your membership is important to the Prince George's County Historical Society!
Please stay in touch with us and the history of

Prince George's County.

We're looking for you!

LJ

IMPORTAN T - WANTED - NEEDED -

Person(s) willin g to volunteer  as compiler(s) - editor(s) of Prince George's County Historical
Society's newsletter, NEWS &  NOTES. Br. David Richardson will be unable to continue
compiling and editing NEWS &  NOTES after  this issue. Interested person(s) should
contact PGCHS, Box 14, Riverdale, MD 20737 as soon as, possible. Or, contact: Bud
Dutton, President of PGCHS, at 301/627-6722 or  301/627-2241. This position should be
filled by August 1, 1992.



Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 p.m.

Gift Shop: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
and during Special Events

Marietta Tours: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
Group tours by appointment.

For more information
call 301-464-0590

The Gift Shop
features a tasteful collection of handcrafted items
for home and gift-giving, toys and games for
children, small antiques, Historical Society
publications, and souvenirs of historic Marietta.

Location
Marietta is located at 5626 Bell Station Road in
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route
450.
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News and Notes
Princ e George's County

Histor ica l Society
"Marietta "

AUGUST, 1992 Founded 1952 - Our 40th Year Vol. XX, No. 7

1992-93 Board

President:

Joyce McDonald

Board Members:

Cheryl Adams
Edith Bagot
John B. Bourne
Sarah Bourne
Susanna Cristofane
Frederick S. DeMarr
W. C. "Bud" Dutton
Jane Eagen
Ann Ferguson
John A. Giannetti
Paul T. Lanham
Joyce McDonald
John Mitchell
Warren W. Rhoads
Eugene B Roberts
Lester H. Sweeting

Sept 19 - Fund Raiser

Oct 10 - PGCHS

Membership

Meeting

Oct 24 - Fall Tour

Historical Society Changing of the Guard (See Page 7)

CARROL L COUNTY TOUR HIGHLIGHT S FALL FOLIAG E

The 1992 Fall Tour will depart the Society Headquarters at Marietta, 5626 Bell Station Road
promptly at 8:4SAM, October 24, 1992. Historic sites to be visited include Kimmey House,
headquarters of our hosts - The Carroll County Historical Society, who will provide coffee
and pastries and an orientation. We will then visit the 1807 Shellman House, one of the
oldest in Westminster; Ascension Church, a beautiful 1844 Gothic greystone edifice
designed by noted Baltimore Architect, Robert Carey Jr.; luncheon at one of the last of the
five original Westminster Taverns, Cockeys Tavern; and, finally, a tour of Hard Lodging,
an 1880 Federal style house which is still surrounded by 200 acres included in the original
grant. See the order form later in the News and Notes, and get your reservations in by
October 16.

MAR Y SURRATT HOUSE IN DANGER!

The Society has been advised that the County Planning Department, as part of the Master
Plan process for the Clinton area, apparently believes that preservation only involves tha
salvage of structures. The current Subregion V Master Plan draft calls for Woodyard Road,
which currently passes to the north of the Surratt Tavern house and is a busy street, to
become a divided highway, with the westbound traffic on the current road way and the
eastbound traffic passing immediately south of the site, between the Surratt Tavern and its.
visitor's center! In response to suggestions of some in the Surratt Society that this is not a
proper way to treat this County-owned, Nationally-recognized structure, planners are
suggesting that the building be relocated to another part of the County. This cartoon, from
the Prince George's Journal of a few days ago, says it all.

f ii:Jiiiiî ™«nl« PHMM**M̂ k

THU5 ALWAYS TO HISTORY/]



What can the members of the Prince George's County
Historical Society do? Join with all of the other historic and
preservation organizations in the County and make sure
your elected representatives in Upper Marlboro and
Annapolis understand the importance that this structure is
to our Nation's history - not because of what it is, but
equally, and to many, more importantly, because of where
it is. To desecrate this structure by making it a rest stop in
the median of a super highway is not only callous, it is
criminal! Contact the Surratt Society at 301-868-1121.

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY FAIR IS 150 YEARS YOUNG

The County Fair, meeting at the Equestrian Center on
Route 4 in Upper Marlboro from September 7, Labor Day,
through the following Saturday, September 12, offers an
opportunity for all Society members to recall the County's
agricultural history and sample and see the 'fruits' of the
farmer's labors in 1992. The first County Fair took place in
1842, and, in celebration of this special anniversary there
are several unique aspects to the festivities. The many
County-wide historical groups, including the MNCPPC
History Division, The Historic Preservation Commission,
Prince George's Heritage, the Prince George's County
Historical and Cultural Trust, and the Society (to name a
few) are joining together to staff a tent of our own. Come
see the displays, the living history' performers, and talk to
the staff as they greet you and explain their roles. The
Society will be offering T- Shirts for sale as well as our
usual items. If anyone would like to help staff the Tent,
please let us know, as volunteers are always welcome.
Call the Society during business hours or sign up at the
Library at Marietta.

MARIETT A CLOSED FOR RESTORATION

Some of you may find that you cannot get into the public
rooms at Marietta after the end of August. That is because
thejtoeiely has finally been able to let contracts to restore
and repair those areas. While the Mansion will be closed
to visitors until the fall of 1993, you are still welcome at
the Library during its normal hours, and you will be
pleased to note that the Gift Shop will operate at Judge
DuVal's law office for the duration. Many thanks to all who
have made this temporary move possible, especially those
of you who agreed to "store" items in your homes pending
the completion of this project.

BLADENSBURG CELEBRATE S ITS 250TH ANNIVERSARY
AL L YEAR LONG

The Town of Bladensburg, as many of you know, came
into being officially in 1742, with the granting of a Charter
by the Colonial Legislature. Famed as a deep water port
on the Northern Branch of the Potomac, littl e now remains

of the Colonial town. But, that is no reason to forego a
celebration. The Mayor and Town Council have been
working very hard to ensure that Celebration Bladensburg
has something for everyone. On August 15, they hosted
the Battle of Bladensburg reenactment, at the site of the
1814 battle which took place the day prior to the sacking of
Washington by the British. On a happier note, in terms of
the Town's history, it celebrates the first unmanned hot air
balloon ascension that took place in 1784. In addition to a
balloon festival, the Town dedicated its lovely Balloon
Park, located just north of Peace Cross.

September 19, 1992 promises to be an even more
interesting day in Bladensburg, with a Parade, the
opening of a Diorama Exhibit, a Concert by the Prince
George's Philharmonic (featuring, appropriately, the 1812
Overture by Tchaikovsky, in which 16 cannon will be used
and fireworks will be a spectacular addition) and an Art
Show. This will be followed by a Gala Ball at the Firehouse
on October 3, and a Thanksgiving Service on November 22.
Please call the Bladensburg Town Hall at 927-7048 for
further details.

FROM

THE BOOKSHELF

This Librarian/researcher, amateur historian has just
discovered what many Society members have known
about for years: The Frederick S. DeMarr "Memorial"
Library which has operated since 1976. Fred is very much
alive and pursuing the definition of memorial in "serving
to help people remember some person or event" (Webs-
ter's New World Dictionary of American English, 3rd ed.,
1988). Every Saturday, at Marietta, from 12:00 to 4:00 pm,
Fred helps people remember many other people and
events. This researcher was collecting information about,
and materials contributed by a fellow Hyattsvillian of
Fred's, Francis X. "Franny" Geary. My first impression
was of the "Histories of Maryland" and the complete set of
the "Archives of Maryland." The extensive section on the
histories of the State are supplemented by collections
relating to Prince George's County and then, further



defined by an entire section divided into Towns and
Cities. The range of subject matter included in the county
fil e is also indicative of the variety of materials collected
on local jurisdictions and on a variety of subjects related
to each; e.g. agriculture, codes (local public laws), direc-
tories of organizations, economic, educational, religious
and environmental matters, in addition to the materials
on local histories, government and planning. The City of
Hyattsville section provides an outline of the materials
which have been collected on other county cities and
towns.

Codes are represented by "The Code of the City of
Hyattsville, Maryland" - The Charter and the General
Ordinances, 1967, and "Code of General Police, Health,
Safety and Town Government Ordinances of the Town of
Hyattsville", 1935 edition. Data National Community Direc-
tories for Hyattsville-Riverdale (1986-1991 editions) fil l the
Directory category. An economic study entitled "City of
Hyattsville-Redevelopment Plan" is dated September 1971.
A "History of Hyattsville High School" (1968) is augmented
by yearbooks called "Courant" and "Courannual" begin-
ning from as early as 1918. Brochures commemorating the
dedication of Prince George's County Memorial Library,
Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, Maryland (1964) and the class
reunion of 1956 from Northwestern Senior High School are
also "educational." The religious lif e of the city is
represented by publications from the 1st United Methodist
Church and from Hyattsville Presbyterian Church's maga-
zine called "The Reminder" (1898-1904). Additional histori-
cal materials include souvenir programs celebrating the
21st Anniversary of the Mt. Hermon Lodge (1903) and the
opening of Rhode Island Avenue (December 7, 1929). These
pamphlets are supplemented by more substantial his-
tories including T. Raymond Burch's "Historic Hitching
Post Hill - Ash Hill : General Beale and its other Owners"
(1965) and "Fire Call - A History of the Hyattsville
Volunteer Fire Department" (1977) by yes, you guessed it,
Francis X. Geary. Another source full of Hyattsvilliana is
called "Hyattsville - Our Hometown - 1886-1986; 100 years of
the Life, Growth and Service in Price George's County,
Maryland."

And last but not least and surely as fascinating as the
documents enumerated above is the following poem by
Walter Brooke Hunter from "A Medley of Fiction and Other
Rhymes" (1893) entitled "Hyattsville in the Past":

This little town has doctors four,

And dudes who number half a score;

Mechanics, Masons - men of mind-

And maidens, lovely and refined.

It has a weekly paper, bright,

And youths who make a noise at night;

Reporters who relate the news,

And humorists who cure the blues;

A Bowery where stale yarns are spun,

And curious things are said and done.

It also has its cranks and bards,

And men expert in playing cards;

Commissioners who disagree,

And lamps whose light's we seldom see.

Hurrah! no town beneath the sky

With noted Hyattsville can vie.

Come to the Library and peruse the documents related to
your town or city, your county, or your state. Mr. DeMarr
wil l be there to welcome and guide you.

Sharon Howe Sweeting

PRINCE GEORGE'S GENESIS

On April 23rd of this year, Prince George's County proudly
celebrated its two hundred and ninety-sixth birthday, as it
draws ever closer to its tricentennial in 1996. The County
has much to be proud of, a rich past and a diverse and
dynamic present. When it was created on April 23, 1696,
through the act of the Maryland legislature passed the
previous year, Prince George's County was the newest of
eleven Maryland counties, the oldest being the mother
county, St. Mary's. Today, Prince George's County is the
most populated of Maryland's twenty-three counties and
the eighth largest in terms of surface area, containing 496
square miles. And, just as Maryland is often described as
America in miniature, Prince George's County might well
be called Maryland in miniature.

Long before the County was created, long before the first
European settlers set foot on Maryland's shores, there were
people in Prince George's County-people with an unrecor-
ded past many times longer than the two hundred and
ninety-seven year miledstone that will be celebrated on
April 23, 1993. The first people to inhabit what is today
Prince George's County were Indians. No one is certain
exactly when they arrived here, but it was at least 5,000
years ago and perhaps long before that.

Two tribal groups of Indians inhabited the area when
Captain John Smith explored the Potomac River in 1608.
One group, the Piscataways, were a sedentary and
peace-loving people whose villages dotted the region; the
other group, the Susquehannocks, were nomadic and



warlike and frequently attacked their red brothers, the
Piscataways. The Piscataway Indians remained in the
environs of Prince George's County until around 1700. It
was to their principal village of Moyoane, located here in
the County at the mouth of Piscataway Creek, that
Governor Leonard Calvert came to establish peaceful
relations with them in 1634, just prior to founding St.
Mary's City.

Following the founding of the Maryland colony at St,
Mary's City in 1634, no more than fifteen or sixteen years
passed before the first farmstands and plantations were
established in the area of present-day Prince George's
County. This trend continued until by 1695 there were
between 1600 and 1700 colonists living here, and it was in
that year that the Maryland General Assembly passed a
law entitled: "An Act for the Division and Regulating
Several Countys within this Province and Constituting a
County by the name of Prince George's within the same
Province." This new law stipulated that the new county of
Prince George's would be created on St. George's Day,
April 23, 1696.

Despite the fact that the new county was established on
the feast of St. George, it did not derive its name from this
medieval saint but rather from Prince George of Denmark,
the husband of Princess Anne (Queen of England from
1702-1714), Prince George's County was carved out of land
that previously had been part of Charles and Calvert
counties. Its first county seat was at Charles Town located
on the Patuxent River at the mouth of the Charles and
Western Branches. The local governing body of the
County consisted of a county court comprised of eight
justices and its law enforcement arm was a sheriff. The
first courthouse was completed at Charles Town (also
known as Mount Calvert) in 1698 and consisted of a
modest frame building measuring 35 feet by 25 feet. It
served this purpose for only 23 years; in 1721 the county
seat was moved to its present location at Upper Marlboro.

When Prince George's County was founded nearly three
hundred years ago, it was truly the frontier county of the
Maryland colony and by far the largest county. Its original
boundaries enclosed all of present-day Montgomery,
Frederick, Washington, Allegany, and Garrett Counties of
Maryland, as well as portions of Carroll County, Maryland
and Washington, D.C. In that year two laws were passed
by the Maryland General Assembly which reduced Prince
George's County to its present size, except for the portion
that was later ceded by Maryland to the federal govern-
ment for the District of Columbia. One law returned a
small section of the southern end of the County to Charles
County, the other act established Frederick County and in

so doing took away all of what had been the western
frontier region of Prince George's County.

The final alteration to the County's boundaries occurred in
1791, when the District of Columbia was created to enclose
our nation's capital, the City of Washington. At that time
Maryland ceded portions of Prince George's and Montgo-
mery Counties to the federal government. Interestingly
enough, the United States Congress ordered that, until it
moved its legislative proceedings to the new nation's
capital, the land ceded by Maryland continue to be
governed by Maryland law. Thus, from 1791 to 1800 Prince
George's County continued to exert legal authority within
that portion of the District of Columbia that had pre-
viously been included within its boundaries.

The above article, by John Walton, Jr., originally appeared in the Spring
1982 edition of Prince George's Magazine. In future editions of "News anc
Notes'' we will  bring you further reprints of articles on the history of tat
County.

'"~  FROM THE EDITOR' S DESK

Well - First let me introduce myself. I am Lester H.
Sweeting of Hyattsville. I have been a member of the
Society for several years, but have been active in other
organizations of which I am also a member - including
Prince George's Heritage, Hyattsville Preservation Associa-
tion, Inc., the Maryland Heritage Alliance, Inc., Preservation
Action, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
When the call went out for an editor of News and Notes,
however, I felt that I should become more active in the
Society and that this was a good way to do so. After all,
Sharon (my best half) and I have co-edited a quarterly for
the Hyattsville Preservation Association for some time. I
have a computer and some knowledge on how to utilize it,
and I enjoy it. So here I am. I look forward to working with
the Board and getting to know some of you, the readers,
better. Please drop a line to me, care of the Society, if you
have any questions, comments, or other words to share. In
addition, any manuscripts for publication will be cheer-
full y reviewed and, possibly, even published.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September

2 nd Prince George's Geneologi!̂ LSQdei3!-Meeting - 7:00 PM, Greenbelt
Public Library, 11 Crescent Drive - S. Eugene Clements wil l speak on
Maryland Colonial Land Records. Visitors are welcome.

5 th Maryland Renaissance Festival, Crownsville, WEEKENDS ONLY
THROUGH OCTOBER 19, 10:30 AM - 7:00 PM, Sat & Sun, Contact
Jules Smith at 410-266-7304

Prince George's County Fair, Prince George's Equestrian Center, Upper
Marlboro, Through September 13, Mon, Sat & Sun 11 AM - 10 PM,
Tue - Fri, 4 - 10 PM.

10 th Maryland Steam Historical Society Show, through Sept 13, Arcadia
Carnival Grounds, Contact Mildred M. Brubaker at 410-833-2175

12 th 1814 Battle of North Point Re-Enactment and Living History, 10 AM -
6 PM, Ft. Howard Park, Contact 410-292-9100

Belair Stable Museum Arts and Crafts Show, Belair Stables, Bowie, 10
AM - 4 PM (Rain Date Sept. 19) Contact Cheryl Lowe at 301-262-0738

John Wilkes Booth Escape Route Tour, Surratt House Museum, Clinton,
7:30 AM - 7:30 PM, Contact Laurie Verge at 301-868-1121

AirFair '92, College Park Airport, College Park, through September 13,
10 AM - 5 PM, Contact Polly Hill at 301-864-5844

Preservation 2000 Town Meeting, Sponsored by Maryland Historical
' "*" Trust, School of Architecture, University of Maryland, College Park. 2 -

6 PM. Public hearing on the next decade of Preservation Planning in
Maryland, one of a series.

19th Prince of A County Reception, PGCHS, at WESTON, 2 - 5 PM,
Contact the Society at 301-464-0590

Celebration Bladensburg, Many Events, Contact Town of Bladensburg at
301-927-7048, see related story.

Victorian Craft Fair, Surratt House Museum, Clinton, 10 AM 5 PM,
Contact Laurie Verge at 301-868-1121



CALENDA R OF EVENTS

September
20th

26th

Octobe r
3rd

Colonial Day, Montpelier Mansion, Laurel, 12-5 PM, Contact Don
Graham or Ann Wagner at 301-953-1376

Oxon Hill Jousting Tournament, Tucker Road Community Center, Oxon
Hill , 12 - 5 PM, Contact M-NCPPC at 301-292-9006

Kettering Founder's Day, Kilby Center, 10 AM - 6 PM, Contact Mrs.
Tina Badaezewski at 301-249-7345

Riverdale Day, Riverdale Park, 10 AM - 6 PM, Contact Kathy Consoli
at 301-445-4500.

Farm Heritage Festival, Prince George's Equestrian Center, Upper
Marlboro, through September 27, 11 AM - 6 PM, Contact M-NCPPC at
301-627-2270

Fall Farm Festival, National Colonial Farm, Oxon Hill

Prince George's County Geneological Society Meeting

10th Geneology for the 9Q's Seminar, LDS Family History Center,
Kensington, Contact PGCGS, P.O. Box 819, Bowie, MD 20718-0819

Membership Meeting, PGCHS, Marietta , Topic TEA

24th Annual Fall Tour, PGCHS, 8:45 AM, Contact Dusty Rhoads at
301-464-0590



News from the Society - Those of you who actually look
at the entirety of News and Notes will see that some
changes have been made in the Board of Directors. At the
July 18, 1992 Board Meeting, Bud Dutton tendered his
resignation, and it was very regretfully accepted. Fred
DeMarr prepared a tribute to Bud for his tenure as our
esteemed President. I have known Bud for only a couple
of years, and, speaking as one who did not work closely
with him in the Society, but agreed to take the editorial
responsibility because I knew Bud would be there, I am
gratified that he will remain on the Board as Past-
President. He wil l remain active in the Society.

With Bud's resignation, the Presidency has been assumed
by Joyce McDonald. Again, speaking rather selfishly, if I
cannot have Bud to guide me as President, I am sure glad
I have Joyce. I will prevail upon her to offer an occasional
column giving her views and concerns as we regularize
News and Notes and look forward to working with her
over the next year. I want to publicly thank the Board for
their acceptance of my offer to be Editor. I also want to
extend an offer to each of you - This is your newsletter -
if there are things about it you like, let us know. More
importantly, if you have suggestions for improvement,
please come forward.

The Society was gratified to mark several important items
of news this month. 1. On August 10, County Executive
Parri s N. Clendenning presented President McDonald
with a check in the amount of $6,000 from the Discretion-
ary Grant Fund. 2. The Chesapeake and Potomac
Telephone Co., Inc., presented a separate grant of $300 to
the Society. 3. Madge Yewell donated the family papers
used by Effie Gwynne Bowie in preparing her book,
Across the Years in Prince George's County. These papers
include items relating to the Hall, Bowie and Lowe
families, among others, and represent a significant
addition to our archival resources. 4. The/Society was
successful in acquiring two candlesticks o ice owned by
Judge Duval, which will be displayed in
were acquired from descendants of the Ju

larietta. These
ge now living

in California and represent another significant addition to
the Society's holdings.

A small correction from the Summer edition of News and
Notes. .The article attributed to Joyce McDonald discussing
the Heritage Center, was actually authored by Irene Robb.
We regret the error.

Lester H. Sweeting, Editor

THE TORCH IS PASSED

At the July meeting of the Board of Directors, W. C. "Bud"
Dutton, Jr. submitted his resignation as President of the
Prince George's County Historical Society after having
served in that capacity for almost four years. Prior to
assuming the President's chair, Bud did yeoman service as
a long-time member of the Board and as Vice President/
Program Chairman.

In accepting Bud's resignation, the Board expressed deep
appreciation for the outstanding leadership provided by
him during his tenure. Such projects and programs as the
publication of Calvert of Maryland and the second edition
of Hopkins Atlas, obtaining county and state grants for
Society outreach programs, the public lecture series, the
Skarda Awards for school children and the school
teacher orientation program were cited as hallmarks of
Bud's administration.

We are sure that all members join in saying "Many
Thanks" to Bud and to Fran, his lovely wife. Fortunately,
Bud will continue to lend his expertise as an ex-officio
member of the Board.

Out new President, Joyce McDonald, has a long record of
service in the historical and preservation community of
Prince George's County, having served as Chair of the
Historical and Cultural Trust and as manager of the
Riversdale historic site. She has provided leadership to the
Society as Vice-President/Program Chair, and as a mem-
ber of the Board. In the early days at Marietta, Joyce
recruited many new members who helped to redecorate
the Mansion, served as docents and established the Gift
Shop. In addition to helping on just about every Society
program, Joyce's most memorable effort was the Oral
History Project which produced a one-hour program for
cable television.

The Society can expect continued high levels of perfor-
mance during Joyce's administration. As a matter of
interest, Joyce is the 13th person to head the Society
during its 40 years, and is the first to be addressed as
"Madam President!"

Frederick S. DeMarr

: NEW MEMBERS

ilERIT AGE; DOCKS, INC

WiLElA M J. HERMANN



WESTON IN UPPER MARLBORO

WESTON, SITE OF THE SOCIETY'S PRINCE OF A COUNTY RECEPTION ON SEPTEMBER 19,
1992, IS A HANDSOME BRICK PLANTATION HOUSE OF CONSIDERABLE HISTORICAL AND
ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE. IT CONSISTS OF A TWO-AND-ONE-HALF STORY MAI N
BLOCK AND A ONE-AND-ONE-HALF STORY KITCHEN WING. THE MAI N BLOCK, ORIGINALLY
ONLY ONE ROOM DEEP, IS DISTINGUISHED BY FINE DETAIL IN BOTH THE FEDERAL AND
GREEK REVIVAL  STYLES; THE REAR SPACES WERE CONSTRUCTED A GENERATION AFTER
THE FRONT. THE KITCHEN WING PROBABLY INCORPORATES AN EARLY FREESTANDING
STRUCTURE, LATER JOINED TO THE MAI N BLOCK BY THE CONNECTING HYPHEN. THE
HOUSE STANDS ON A KNOLL AMONG PLANTINGS OF HOLLY AND BOXWOOD AT THE END
OF A LONG TREE-LINED LANE; NEAR THE LANE ON A LOW HILL IS THE FAMIL Y BURIAL
GROUND.

WESTON WAS BUILT EARLY IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY FOR THOMAS CLAGETT VI, ONE
OF THE MOST PROMINENT LANDOWNERS IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY MARLBORO, AND HAS
CLOSE ASSOCIATIONS WITH MANY OTHER CLAGETT FAMIL Y PROPERTIES IN THE AREA.
THE FARMLAND AROUND UPPER MARLBORO IS DOTTED WITH THESE FRAME DWELLINGS
WHICH THOMAS CLAGETT ACQUIRED OR HAD BUILT FOR THE MEMBERS OF HIS LARGE
FAMILY - WESTON IS THE EARLIEST, THE MOST SUBSTANTIAL, AND THE ONLY BRICK
PLANTATION HOUSE AMONG THEM. THE WESTON PROPERTY HAS BEEN THE HOME FOR
NINE GENERATIONS OF THE CLAGETT FAMILY .

SUSAN PEARL, HISTORIAN, MNCPPC, HPC



FALL TOUR

1992
SPEND A PLEASANT DAY WIT H THE SOCIETY AND

ENJOY THE AUTUM N SCENERY IN CARROLL COUNTY

ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24TH

Itinerary for the day:

8:45 AM - Depart from Marietta, 5626 Bell Station Road
BE PROMPT PLEASE!

Coffee & Pastries and Orientation at KIMMEY HOUSE

(Headquarters of Carroll County Historical Society)

Tour - SHELLMA N HOUSE (1807)

Visit - ASCENSION CHURCH (1844)

Luncheon - COCKEY'S TAVERN

See below for Food Selection

Tour- HARD LODGING (1800)

Price of $32.50 includes all entrance fees, transportation
and luncheon

.Guests are Welcome

**********

DEADLINE OCTOBER 16, 1992

Luncheo n Selectio n and Name(s)

Baked Ham/Tomato/Chees e
Melt

Bouerr e
Chicke n Pineappl e

Please make Checks payable to:

Prince George's County Historical Society

Mail completed reservation form to:

Warren Rhoads, 12501 Kemmerton Lane, Bowie, MD
20715

Prince George's County

Historical Society
Annua l Membershi p Applicatio n

Date:

Name:

Addressi_

City, State, Zip:

Telephone - Home:

Business:

Please Indicate Whether This is a New Membership or a
Renewal:

New Renewal

i— I

Check Belo w The Categor y You Select :

Full-Time Student $ 10.00

Member 20.00

[— Life Member 200.00

[j Sustaining 50.00

n Additional Contribution $ __

!— ! I am also interested in helping the Society as a
volunteer. Please contact me regarding volunteer

opportunities.

I would also like to join the Marylan d Historica l Society ,
I am enclosin g $25.00 for an individual membership or

$35.00 for husband and wife.

Our operating support comes from your dues and

contributions. All contributions are tax deductible.

We appreciate your support.

Make your check payable to PGCHS

Mail chec k and for m to:

Princ e George' s Count y Historica l Societ y

Post Off ice Box 14

Riverdale , MD 20738-0014

301/464-0590



Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 p.m.

Gift Shop: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
and during Special Events

Marietta Tours: Sundays (March-December)
12-4 p.m.;
Group tours by appointment.

For more information
call 301-464-0590

The Gift Shop
features a tasteful collection of handcrafted items
for home and gift-giving, toys and games for
children, small antiques, Historical Society
publications, and souvenirs of historic Marietta.

Location
Marietta is located at 5626 Bell Station Road in
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route
450.

WASHINGTON IX:

A Facility of
The Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission

$}rinrt (Stargts (Enuntrj -Historical
P.O. BO X 1<4

RIVERDAIE, MARYLAN D SO737/CJO14
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OCTAGON HOUSE CURATOR TO ADDRESS SOClETl) -
Lonnie J. Hovey, Preservation Coordinator of the Octagon House in Washington will  be the featured speaker at
the Society's October 10, 1992 meeting to be held at Marietta. For those of you who have not visited the
Octagon House since its owners, the American Institute of Architects (AIA) , began its latest restoration project, I
can personally vouch for a very interesting and informative discussion. Occupied by the AIA in 1890, the
Octagon House was purchased by the AIA early in this century. In the late 1940s, at about the same time that
the White House was restored under President Truman, the Octagon House underwent extensive restoration. In
the process, the best minds of the architectural community determined that the house needed a steel frame to
under gird the building. Now, only 40 years later, it has been discovered that the steel framing actually has a
negative effect on the structure because it is not allowed to move naturally upon its foundations. So, as Mr.
Hovey will  no doubt describe, much restoration work being done currently involves returning the structure to its
original wood frame construction. The meeting will begin, as usual, at 2:00 PM in the Library.

GIFT SHOP T O REOPEN -  RELOCATED
Also on October 10, 1992, the Society's Gift Shop wil l reopen in its new (temporary) location in Judge Duvall's
Office. That location will serve until the completion of the interior restoration of Marietta. In getting ready for
the move and re-opening, many new items of interest have been acquired and await those early holiday shoppers
looking for a unique present for the person who has everything. Please stop in and browse before the meeting.
The Gift Shop's hours - Sunday's 12-4 p.m. wil l not change. See you there!

inPORT^NT D:AT£S IN OCTOBER
October 3 Board Meeting, Marietta, 10 AM

October 10 Membership Meeting, Marietta, 2 PM

October 22 Fall Lecture Series Begins, Marietta, 6:30 PM

October 24 Fall Bus Tour, Leave Marietta, 8 AM

October 29 Second Fall Lecture, Bladensburg Town Hall, 6:30 PM

PLEASE NOTE - NOVEMBER IS ELECTION MONTH - THE SOCIETY WILL BE ELECTING
SEVERAL NEW MEMBERS OF THE BOARD AND OFFICERS. PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND THE
MEMBERSHIP MEETING TO BE HELD AT MARIETTA AT 2 pm, NOVEMBER 14, 1992.



FROM THE EDITOR' S DESK

Thank you to all who have mentioned that you liked the
last issue. I appreciate the support and hope that I can
continue to maintain the high standards set by Fred
DeMarr when he began this publication nearly 20 years
ago. I have spent a bit of time in the Library pouring over
old issues and have decided to feature some reprints as
we go through the next year. I believe that some of the
newer members will appreciate this, and hope that the
more senior members do not mind 'reruns' from time to
time.

I am also fulfillin g a personal promise I made to a board
member - Paul Lanham - by including some of the
materials he has collected over the years for a column he
provided to various editors. I am including his article on
the Drane House in Accident, with an update as to what
happened in the five years since he gathered the
materials on which he based his article.

One concern we (the Board and I) have is that we bring
the Society information that it needs and wants at a price
that is reasonable. I can only contribute to that effort if
you let the Board, or me directly, know whether the
information is what you desire and what else you might
want to see in News and Notes.

We mention elsewhere that the Society's membership
meeting on October 10, 1992, will include a presentation by
Lonnie J. Hovey, Preservation Coordinator at the American
Institute of Architect's Octagon House. Some of you may
have seen the feature article done on the Octagon House
by the Washington Post (Home Section. Thursday, Septem-
ber 3, 1992). That article points out many interesting things
about the house, but cannot compare to a personal visit.. I
especially recommend visiting with children of grade
school of junior high school age because the discussion of

the 'what is it'? items in the cellars is fascinating. Call the
Octagon House for information (202)-638-3105.

We also spent some time this month at the Prince
George's County Fair. Having grown up near Syracuse, NY,
where the New York State Fair has been running every
August since 1841, and which I attended almost as an
obligation as a teenager and college age youth, I had
become somewhat jaded at the prospect of a 'county fair.'
Now, thirty years later, I find myself drawn to the event. In
addition to the living history events so well presented by
the M-NCPPC History Division, especially the Civil War
re-enactment participants and the children's corner, I
sense a feeling that - while the vehicles and the clothing
styles may have changed, and the music certainly is
different - much of what goes on at the Fair is the same
now as it was before my birth. The agricultural products
being grown, submitted and judged; the care that the
housewives (and house husbands) take with their canning
and their baked goods; the pride that the winners
demonstrate - all of these things happened to my parents
and their parents as they made that annual pilgrimage to
the Fair. They came to see and be seen, to show off their
best and to check out the competition; and to share in the
richness that is America's agricultural tradition. I enjoy the
Fair. See you there next year!

And, finally, for those of you unable to attend the Prince
of A County Reception at Weston, I must say - you missed
a treat. The excellent food and drink, the tour of the
wonderful mansion and the conviviality of the company
were overshadowed by the fascinating talk given by our
Host, Henry Contee Bowie Clagett, Jr. Among his
remarks, he mentioned that Weston is a "fee tail, male,
estate." This is a term I had not heard used in this
country for a piece of real estate still covered by an
original grant. I had, of course, learned the term in law
school so many years ago, but had thought it only of
historical interest at that time. Black's Law Dictionary, 4th
Edition, contains no specific definition, for the full term
"fee tail male," but the term "tale male" is defined as
When certain lands are given to a person and the male
heirs of his or her body. The female heirs are not capable
of inheriting it. In the event the person in curren,
possession dies without male issue (a son or grandson
living), the estate would revert to the party who gave h
originally and his heirs. Given that Mr. H C B Clagett, Jr. is
the ninth generation in possession, and has two gener-
ations following him (Henry Contee Bowie III and Henry
Wesley), the failure of succession is remote for the
foreseeable future. A remarkable aspect of a fascinating
story!

(Continued on page 4)



MacALPINE

[Ed. Note - This article appeared in the August, 1973, edition Vol 1 , No.
6, of News and Notes. We shall do re-prints of interesting articles from
past editions for the edification of new members and the remembrance
of more senior members.)

In 1866, two years after Charles Benedict Calvert's death,
Riversdale was divided among his heirs. His widow,
Charlotte Augusta Calvert, received 300 acres, including
the mansion, as her dower interest. The remainder of the
property was divided into six zones which were distribu-
ted among his five children: George Henry, Charles
Baltimore, William Morris, Eugene Stier and Ella Calvert
Campbell.

Charles Baltimore Calvert received Zone 2, which was
bordered on the west by the Baltimore Turnpike, on the
north by present-day Albion Road (boundary between
College Park and Riverdale), on the south by the stream
which follows Wells Parkway in University Park, and on
the east by Edmondston Road (Kenilworth Avenue). A
small portion of the property extended east of Edmond-
ston Road.

Charles Baltimore Calvert had managed the entire Rivers-
dale estate during his father's last years. In 1863, he
became the third graduate of the Maryland Agricultural
College, whose Board of Trustees was chaired by his
father, one of the founders. On June 14, 1866, young
Calvert married Eleanor MacKubin, the only daughter of
Dr. Richard Creagh MacKubin and Hester Ann MacKubin
of "Strawberry Hill, " Annapolis. The MacKubins were
originally from Scotland and were members of the
MacAlpine Clan. It is from this source that the estate
MacAlpine, got its name. (Mrs. Calvert's brother, James
MacKubin, built a house in Howard County and also called
it MacAlpine.)

Charles Baltimore Calvert was elected to the General
Assembly of Maryland as a Democrat in 1864 and was
re-elected in 1867. He also served as a Trustee of the
Maryland Agricultural College and was an officer of the
National Hotel Company in Washington. Calvert was one
of the original promoters of the Washington to Laurel
electric line which ran through his property. Family
legend claims that Calvert and his family had pass
privileges on the B&O Railroad until they were revoked
after he voted in favor of the Baltimore and Potomac RR
(Pennsylvania) while in the General Assembly.

The Calverts moved into MacAlpine after it was finished
in 1868. It was located on the top of Cat-Tail hill, just a
short distance off the Baltimore Turnpike, facing east. The
master of MacAlpine designed the house and supervised

iiiiiit s construction. It was of brick, 39' x 35', with a wing n
outh side 15' by 25'. Both the main block and the wing
were original construction, being two stories high with full
basement. A one-story porch 8' wide ran the full front of
the main section. On the south end of the wing, there was
a similar porch.

The main floor consisted of entrance hallway with stair,
and library on the front of the building. To the rear were
the dining room and parlor. The wing contained a back
stair, pantry and kitchen. (The kitchen was originally
located in the basement.) The second floor had three
bedrooms in the main section and a bath (a post-1906
addition), bedroom and back stairs in the wing. The
ceilings of the wing were lower than the 14' ones in the
main structure. Two interior chimneys furnished fire-
places in each room.

Some years after its construction, MacAlpine was painted
yellow, imitating the Federal Style of the late 18th- and
early 19th centuries. The estate was farmed successfully
until 1890 when a labor shortage caused the operation to
be abandoned. Farm buildings included a circular ice
house, barn, carriage shed, corn shed and pump house.

When Charles Baltimore Calvert died on August 31, 1906,
his wife received a lif e estate in the property, which was
to go to the eight children after her death. The family
remained until 1910, when they moved to Washington.
One of the children, Charlotte Calvert Spence (wife of
Dean Thomas H. Spence, University of Maryland) spent her
summers there until 1917. For the next 17 years, until
September 4, 1934, the Spences lived there year round. At
that time the property was rented to Reese Longfellow
Sewell, who operated it as the Longfellow School for Boys.
Classes covering the first eight grades were held through
the beginning of World War II.

After the death of Mrs. Calvert on April 30, 1932, the
property passed to the nine heirs: C.B. Calvert Carey and
W. Gibson Carey, sons of Eleanor Calvert Carey (died
October 5,1920); Hester V. C. Lilly ; Charlotte Calvert Spence;
Richard C. M. Calvert; and Elizabeth Stuart Calvert
Thomas.

During World War II the remaining property was pur-
chased by the U.S. Government in order to erect housing
for workers in defense plants. MacAlpine became an
elementary school for children of the residents. By the
early 1950s, the last of this temporary housing project,
"Calvert Homes," had been torn down and MacAlpine
stood vacant. Vandalism soon took its toll and the house
had burned by the early 1960s.

During the 1960s, the Army Reserve Center and the Prince
George's County Regional Postal Facility were constructed



While we are discussing the Fund Raiser, I want to ensure
that the membership is aware of who is responsible for
the success of this venture. Of course, H. C. B. Clagett, Jr
and Mr . and Mrs. H. C. B. Clagett, III , were central to the
success of the event. Madam President, Joyce Mac-
Donald, deserves a big word of thanks. Special thanks to
the History Division, M-NCPPC and to Oak Grove
Design for their help, especially to Hank Handler  (who is
the contractor in charge of the work at Riversdale and at
Marietta). Jean Harm deserves special recognition for her
efforts in addressing the 600 invitations, by hand. We also
would like to recognize the great contributions of the
ladies who acted as docents for the tours of Weston.
Susan Pearl provided information on the history of
Weston, and Alan T. Austin, an intern at the M-NCPPC
Historic Preservation Section, did the excellent drawing
used on the Invitation and the Brochure. Finally, the
yeoman service of Warren W. (Dusty) Rhoads and
Eugene B. Roberts in ensuring that the location was set
up and operational on time, and for performing those
many little tasks that ensure success, must be acknowl-
edged. Thank you all!

McAlpine (concluded)

on the property which was annexed by the Town of
Riverdale. The remainder of the land stands vacant today.
The ruins of the house's foundation and the broken
concrete gatepost bearing the inscriptions "Calvert" and
"MacAlpine" are the mute reminders of a once proud
estate.

REFERENCE: Phillips, Jack W. The History and Construction
of MacAlpine at College Park, Maryland. Unpublished
paper prepared as an initiation requirement for Beta of
Maryland of Tau Beta Pi, December, 1934. 36 pp. (Deposited
in Maryland Room, McKeldin Library, University of Mary-
land.)

Paul Laaham Writes -

Prince George's Roots in Garrett County

The Drane House was the subject of a State
Capital Grant from the Maryland Historical
Trust in 1989. Paul writes:

This historic building is believed to be the oldest standing
structure in Garrett County and was constructed circa 1800
by James Drane in the vicinity of what is today known as
Accident, Maryland. Drane had emigrated to the area from
Prince George's County and was one of several early
farmers who unsuccessfully attempted tobacco culture in
the area. The cool climate and the great distance to
markets ultimately thwarted their imaginative efforts.

Since Garrett had originally been a part of Prince George's
County, where tobacco cultivation had long ruled the
economic, social and daily lif e of our early settlers, one
can readily understand the motivation which guided
James Drane and his associates in this doomed enterprise.

Numerous references to the Drane family can be found in
early Prince George's County records and research would
probably uncover even more. The Cultural and Historical
Society of Accident, Maryland is undertaking such an
effort as background for the restoration project. The Drane
House is an unusual combination of log and frame
construction and an uncommon variant of the hall-
and-parlor plan. It was entered into the National Register
of Historic Places in 1985.

(Ed. Note - we checked with the Cultural and Historical Society to
determine where the project stands now - nearly 5 years later. Still
progressing, we learned that the building was taken apart log by log,
and that new logs and pegs were made by hand to replace those
unusable in the reconstruction. The building is now standing once
again, and the roof in currently being placed. Next Spring, the logs will
be re-chinked and the exterior restoration will be completed. I have
provided the Library with the materials I received on the House.)

TALL LECTURE SERIES
SCHEDULED

Four lectures will be presented during the next two
months under the joint sponsorship of the Society, Prince
George's Community College and the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission History Division.
The lecture series may be subscribed to at a rate of $12
per lecture, or $36 for the entire series (one lecture would
be free). Reservations may be made by calling (301)
464-0590 or (301) 322-0797. The lectures will take place at
various places around the County, but all will begin at 6:30
PM. The Schedule is as follows:

October 22 at Marietta - History Mysteries: Ghostly Tales
From The Past - Joan Chaconas, Presenter.

October 29 at the Bladensburg Town Hall - Birt h to
ReBirth: 250 Years of Bladensburg History - Jane
Eagen, Presenter.

November 5 at Darnall's Chance, Upper Marlboro -
Political Personalities of Prince George's County - The
Hon. Thomas V. "Mike Miller, Presenter.

November 19 at Marietta - Feast and Folklore: Holiday
Celebrations in Earlier  Times - Presenter to be announ-
ced.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October

3 rd PGCHS Board Meeting, Marietta , 10 AM

4 th National Symphony Orchestra Decorator Show House. 1992, opens -
The Toutorsky Residence, 1720 16 th St. NW, call (202)416-8149
through November 1 .

j  *u Prince George's County Genealogical Society Meeting, Greenbelt

Genealogy for the 90's Seminar, LDS Family History Center,
1 0 th Kensington, Contact PGCGS, P.O. Box 819, Bowie, MD 20718-0819

Membership Meeting, PGCHS, Marietta , Topic: Lonnie Hovey
talks about the Octagon House

Maryland School of Architecture Fall Lecture Series, Kenneth
Frampton, 7 PM, contact (301) 405-6284 (additional lectures on

01 ,. October 23, 26, November 4 and 1 1).
t~l SI

Friends of Montpelier, Lee Howard wil l discuss The History of
Lighting, 7:30 PM

PGCHS Fall Lecture Series #1 - "Histor y Mysteries: Ghostly Tales
From The Past", Marietta , 6:30 PM

24 th Annual Fall Tour, PGCHS, 8:45 AM, Contact Dusty Rhoads at
301-464-0590

Laurel Historical Society Benefit Auction
PM, contact (301) 490-5792 or (301) 490-8847

Colonial Ball, Benefit Broad Creek Historic District Local Advisory
Committee, contact Holly Scott (301) 292-8231 or Helen O'Leary (301)
292-2777 - Costumed Participants Receive a Discount!

29 th PGCHS Fall Lecture Series # 2 - "Birt h to Rebirth: 250 Years of
Bladensburg History" , Bladensburg Town Hall , 6:30 PM.



CALENDA R OF EVENTS

November
5th PGCHS Fall Lecture Series # 3 - "Politica l Personalities of Prince

George's County" , DamaU's Chance, UpperJMarthom, 6L1Q PML

"The Total Community. Preserving a Way of Life" - Maryland's Annual
6 th & 7 th Preservation Conference, Loew's Annapolis Hotel, Annapolis, Contact Sue King

14 th PGCHS Membership Meeting, Marietta , 2 PM

18 th Friends of Montpelier, "Lif e on a Plantation", Margaret Callcott, 7:30
PM. (See related information in "From the Bookshelf)

19 th PGCHS Fall Lecture Series # 4, "Feast and Folklore: Holiday
Celebrations in Earlier  Times", Marietta , 6:30 PM

a Question of History
I have been advised by several members of the Society that November 19, 1992 will be the 40 th Anniversary of the
Founding of the Prince George's County Historical Society. Information has come my way that indicates that this may
not be so, and I would ask those in the Society who can to explain the apparent discrepancy. I will quote from what I
am told is an article from the September 1973 issue of News and Notes. Vol. 1 No 7:

Twenty-One Years Ago

On September 15, 1952, twelve distinguished citizens of Prince George's County met in the Music Room of Riversdale
(Calvert Mansion) [with] plans to organize an historical society. Those in attendance were T. Howard Duckett, Oden
Bowie, M. Hampton Magruder, John S. Stanley, Leroy Pumphrey, Kent R. Mullikin , Robert M. Watkins, A. Gwynn Bowie, T.
Hammond Welch, Jr., Mrs. Rhoda Christmas, Mrs. G. W. S. Musgrave and Mrs. Felix Christofane. Mr. Duckett was elected
Temporary Chairman and Mr. Stanley served as Membership Chairman.

The Prince George's County Historical Society was formally organized on November 19, 1954 with 190 Charter Members
and it was incorporated on January 5, 1955. Because of his great interest in the Society, it was fitting that Mr. Duckett
served as the first President of the group. The other past presidents of the Society [as of 9/73] are Eugene B. Roberts,
Herbert W. Wells, William Stanley, William H. Brooke, Forrest D. Bowie, James Wilfong, Jr., and Paul T. Lanham.



FROM

THE BOOKSHELF

This column's ubiquitous moniker was selected to cover a
myriad of research-resource-bookish ideas which from
time to time engage this librarian. It is meant to
enumerate library resources, such as the column in the
August 1992 issue, on materials related to individual
county towns and cities. New library accessions, grouped
by special interest, events, or themes, will also be
discussed. And lastly, but probably not inclusively, when a
particularly splendid book comes along, we will try to
incite the members to read it. This last goal is the raison
d'etre for this column and the tome is called Mistress of
Riversdale: The Plantation Letters of Rosalie Stier Calvert,
1795-1821 edited by Margaret Law Callcott, of University
Park, and published in 1991 by Johns Hopkins University
Press. The Press, according to Leonard Hughes' article in
the August 20, 1992, Washington Post, thought they were
"taking a gamble on the publication." For fifteen dollars
(paperback), or a reserve slip at your local public library,
this incredibly diverse book, has something of interest for
nearly everyone, especially following some of the topics
outlined in our last column: county lif e relative to
agriculture, economics, education, religion, and govern-
ment. But be warned and be prepared to devote about two
days totally immersed in these letters.

The editor-author and winner of a Maryland Historical
Society book prize, creates a seamless fabric between the
introductory chapters and the translated letters, arranged
chronologically to facilitate the storytelling. In spite of the
fact that I've given you only two days to read it, read
everything including the voluminous, meticulous foot-
notes. Each reader is guaranteed to absorb the complex
lif e on a large, county plantation at the beginning of the
nineteen century: how tobacco was grown, stored, shipped
from the ports of Baltimore or Philadelphia and sold
through agents in London and Antwerp; how drought and
floods and wars obliterated the crop or forced it's storage
for years at a time; and how crops needed to be
diversified. Their economic survival depended, in part, on
the price received for the tobacco and for the years
immediately following 1805 they lived in what is called
'Straitened Circumstances.' Rosalie, through it all, main-
tained the financial accounts for her father, Henry J. Stier,
her brother Charles, and to a lesser degree her sister's

husband. A truly liberated woman, Rosalie's discussions of
her decisions on how to invest her family's vast fortune
are enlightening and, based on her results, exemplary. In
those years, Europe was often disrupted by the military
exercises of Napoleon and America by "Tommy Jeff's
Embargo." She made decisions related to the purchase
treasury bonds, stocks, and land with virtually no gui-
dance from the family, but, in between the lines, one can
readily see that she used her wide-ranging contacts with
government officials and social acquaintances with
aplomb and dispatch. She was also responsible for the
early education of her nine children, since she was unable
to engage proper tutors, especially ones knowledgeable in
French, drawing and dancing. Later, at around age nine,
the boys AND THE GIRLS were sent to Philadelphia for
schooling. The early religious lif e in the county is
epitomized with Rosalie's isolation from her Catholic
family which necessitated frequently asking them to
become the Godparents for each of her children and with
her lack of spiritual guidance upon the loss of four of
those nine children in addition to her beloved Mother.

Her family, who had returned to Belgium in 1802, were
particularly sensitive to this when her Mother died. Her
father sent word of the family in his frequent letters, often
two or three months in transit. Rosalie's mother's death
was sensitively announced in a letter under separate
cover to George Calvert, so that he might break the news
to his wife.

Rosalie's views on the Federal City and the occupants of
the White House add still another dimension to this
incredible work. Her fondness for the Washington's
(George Calvert's oldest sister was married to Martha
Washington's son by her first marriage) is juxtaposed with
her intense dislike for Thomas Jefferson and his 'low-life'
democrats. Only when Monroe came to the White House
were order, manners and elegance restored! Many other
facets of lif e in the Federal city are depicted, especially in
the years from 1817 to 1819 when, Caroline, the Calvert's
oldest daughter, debuted in Washington. However, it still
took two hours to travel to Washington from Riversdale so
lif e was still difficult. A chapter on George Calvert's life,
after Rosalie's death in 1821, rounds out this tale.

One final note: the Riverdale Historical Society, under Ann
Ferguson's guidance, and Fred DeMarr of Prince George's
County Historical Society, should be very proud of their
efforts associated with this work and The Johns Hopkins
University Press should be encouraged to undertake more
"gambles" such as this.

Sharon Howe Sweeting



APOLOGY - LETTER S TO THE EDITOR

Your editor pleads ignorance and, apparently, not without
cause! I received a lovely letter from David D. Duvall,
Past President, Society of Mareen Duvall Descendants
concerning two errors in the September News and Notes.
First, let us be clear, the Duvall family silver was acquired
by the Society of Mareen Duvall Descendants and placed
on extended loan with the Maryland-National Capital Park
and Planning Commission for display at Marietta. The
Prince George's County Historical Society has no proprie-
tary interest therein! Second, as to the spelling of the
Duvall name, I quote from Mr. David D. Duvall's letter:

In keeping with your invitation to
apprise you of suggestions or com-
mentary that may be helpful in the
future offerings, I should alert you that
you have innocently waded into the
pool of alligators who monitor the
various spellings of the surnames
assumed by the descendants of Mareen
Duvall the Huguenot, who emigrated
from France via England to Maryland
about 1655 (Mareen was Judge
Gabriel Duvall's great-grandfather).
To make a long controversy short,
with respect to the spelling of the
family name, Duvall, Duval, duVal,
DuVall or DuVal have all been adop-
ted by Mareen's descendants. Suffice
it to say there is no evidence to
support the notion that the Judge ever
spelled his name any other way but
"Duvall." It seems it was actually the
Judge's only child, Edmund Brice
DuVal, who first adopted the Gallic
orthography of "DuVal," which
apparently has been used by that line
of the Duvall family since Edmund's
death in 1831. In noting your spelling
of the Judge's name as "DuVal" in
one place and "Duval" in another,
you have joined the myriad of well-
meaning folks who never know
exactly which spelling to use. No less
than the Prince George's County
Board of Education when naming

DuVal (sic) High School in Glenn
Dale also erred in the correct spelling
of the school's honored namesake.
Perhaps the Society should bring this
historical inaccuracy to the attention of
its members who may wish to request
that the current Board of Education
correct the mistake made by their
predecessors nearly 30 years ago in
the spelling of a county high school
named in memory of Judge Gabriel
Duvall.

A second letter concerns the story on the 250th Annivers-
ary of Bladensburg - one of your editor's favorite towns -
as we resided there (in the shadow of Bostwick) for nearly
15 years. Florence Riedesel writes:

The August News and Notes was a
pleasure to read. Thank you for fillin g
a need for an editor and doing it so
well.

The coverage of Bladensburg's 250
celebration is appropriate. You may
be interested to know that Board
Member Jane Eagen (a non-Bladens-
burger) had a large role in the celeb-
ration. She created a week of elemen-
tary school curriculum for Bladens-
burg and Rogers Heights Elementary
Schools.

The Editor  would like to remind those of you who are
interested in submitting articles, letters, reviews,
calendar  items, et. al. that:

THE NEWS :ANB NOTES
DEADLIN E FOR THE

OCTOBER ISSUE IS

OCTOBER 15.



FALL TOUR

1992
SPEND A PLEASANT DAY WIT H THE SOCIETY AND

ENJOY THE AUTUM N SCENERY IN CARROLL
COUNTY

ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24TH

Itinerary for the day:

8:45 AM - Depart from Marietta, 5626 Bell Station Road
BE PROMPT PLEASE!

Coffee & Pastries and Orientation at KIMMEY HOUSE

(Headquarters of Carroll County Historical Society)

Tour- SHELLMA N HOUSE (1807)

Visit-ASCENSION  CHURCH (1844)

Luncheon- COCKEY'S TAVERN

See below for Food Selection

Tour- HARD LODGING (1800)

Price of $32.50 includes all entrance fees, transportation
and luncheon

.Guests are Welcome

************

DEADLINE OCTOBER 16, 1992

Luncheo n Selectio n and Name(s)

Baked Ham/Tomato/Chees e Melt

Chicke n Pineappl e Bouerr e

Please make Checks payable to:

Prince George's County Historical Society

Mail completed reservation form to:

Warren Rhoads, 12501 Kemmerton Lane, Bowie, MD
20715

Prince George's County

Historical Society
Annua l Membershi p Applicatio n

Date:

Name:

AddressL

City, State, Zip:

Telephone - Home:

Business:

Please Indicate Whether This is a New Membership or a
Renewal:

New Renewal

Check Below The Categor y You Select :

D Full-Time Student $10.00

p Member 20.00

L~ Life Member 200.00

n Sustaining 50.00

n Additional Contribution $

LJ I am also interested in helping the Society as a
volunteer. Please contact me regarding volunteer

opportunities.

I would also like to join the Marylan d Historica l Society ,
I am enclosin g $25.00 for an individual membership or

$35.00 for husband and wife.

Our operating support comes from your dues and

contributions. All contributions are tax deductible.

We appreciate your support.
x .._ /

Make your check payable to PGCHS

Mail chec k and for m to:

Princ e George's  Count y Historica l Societ y

Post Off ice Box 14

Riverdale , MD 20738-0014

301/464-0590



Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 PM

Gift Shop: Sundays 12-4 PM and during
Special Events

Marietta Tours - Suspended During
Renovation

Information - (301) 464-0590

The (lif t Shop
features a tasteful collection of handcrafted
items for homes and gift-giving, toys and
games for children, small antiques, Histori-
cal Society publications and souvenirs of
historic Marietta.

Location of the Society
The Society is located at Marietta, 5625 Bell Station Road in
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route 450. This is
a facility of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission.

Prince George's County Historical Society
P. O. BOX 14

RIVERDALE, MARYLAND 20738-0014

U.S. POSTAGE

NON-PROFIT ORG

PAID

RIVERDALE, MD

Permit No. 1948



News and Notes
Prince George's County

Histor ical Society
"Marietta"

OCTOBER, 1992 FOUNDED 1952 - OUR 40TH YEAR VOL. XX, NO. 9

GIFT SHOP REOPENS -  RELOCATED
On October 10, 1992, the Society's Gift Shop reopened in its new (temporary) location in Judge Duvall's
Office. That location wil l serve until the completion of the interior restoration of Marietta. In getting ready for
the move and re-opening, many new items of interest have been acquired and await those early holiday shoppers
looking for a unique present for the person who has everything. Please stop in and browse before the meeting.
The Gift Shop's hours - Saturday's 12-4 p.m. Beginning November 15, the Gift Shop will be open both
Saturday and Sunday throughout the Holidays. See you there!

IMPORTANT UNITES IN NOVENBER
November 5 Lecture Series # 3:"Political Personalities of Prince George's County"

November 14 Board Meeting, Marietta, 10 AM

November 14 Membership Meeting, Marietta, 2 PM - Election of Officers

November 19 Lecture Series # 4: "Feast and Folklore, Holiday Celebrations in Earlier Times"

SOCIETTJ TO ELECT NEW OFFICERS JIND DIRECTORS
PLEASE NOTE - NOVEMBER IS ELECTION MONTH - THE SOCIETY WILL BE
ELECTING SEVERAL NEW MEMBERS OF THE BOARD AND OFFICERS. PLEASE
PLAN TO ATTEND THE MEMBERSHIP MEETING TO BE HELD AT MARIETTA AT
2 pm, NOVEMBER 14, 1992. FURTHER DETAILS INSIDE NEWS AND NOTES.
ALSO, ANYONE WHO IS WILLIN G TO PROVIDE SOMETHING FOR THE
REFRESHMENT TABLE, PLEASE CALL Florence Riedesel at 864-5921 or THE
SOCIETY TO SIGN UP. WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR PERSONAL PARTICIPA-
TION IN THIS HISTORIC AND IMPORTANT MEETING.

With the Holiday Season just a few weeks away, we are reprinting for the information of our
members and friends the recipe for the Chatham Artillery Punch. Many will remember it
from years past. The Recipe will be found on the back of the Calendar Page. Enjoy!



Prince George's County
Historical Society

1993 BUDGET

INCOME

MEMBER DUES $ 7,000

CONTRIBUTIONS 300

INTEREST ON SAVINGS 1,800

HOUSE TOURS & SHOWS 0

PUBLICATIONS - NET 0

FUNDRAISER - NET 1,000

BUS TOURS - NET 0

ST. GEORGE'S DAY - NET (1,000)

SKARDA FUND (200)

VIRTA BOOK UQQ

TOTAL INCOM E $ 10,100

EXPENSES

NEWS AND NOTES 4,000

MARIETTA 3,200

PROJECTS 13,800

MISCELLANEOUS Q

TOTAL EXPENSES £ 21.000

NET ($ 10,900)

The Approved Annual Budget wil l be presented
at the Annual Membership Meeting on November
14, 1992, to be held at Marietta .

FROM THE EDITOR' S DESK
,i\?~̂

Please note that the hours of operation for the Gift
Shop at Marietta were mis-stated in the October
News and Notes. Unitl November 14, the Gift Shop
wil l operate on Saturdays, not Sundays, as reported.
Beginning on November 14, the Gift Shop wil l be
open both Saturday and Sunday for your shopping
pleasure, keeping those hours until December 19.
The Shop will revert to a Saturday only schedule
after the holidays, pending reopening of the Mansion.

While on the subject of Holiday Shopping, please
note also that we have included an order blank for
the Society's publications. Publications may be
purchased at the Library or the Gift Shop, or may be
ordered by mail. I recommend these items as gifts. I
also recommend purchasing lif e memberships or
regular memberships in the Society as Holiday gifts
for those who 'have everything.' Lif e memberships
are very helpful to the Society and are reasonable in
cost. Even if there is no increase in the annual dues,
the complete cost of the membership is recovered in
ten years - a bargain!

One of the pleasures I enjoy as President of the
Maryland Heritage Alliance, the statewide organiza-
tion formed to educate the State Legislature about
historic and cultural issues in Maryland, and the
importance of preserving our past, is that our
monthly meetings are held in a different area of the
state each month. This month we met in St. Mary's
City and my wife and I spent some time at the
historic site. Unique in the United States, this



archeological site is bringing information about our
earliest settlement to lif e in unique ways. The most
exciting archeological "find" since the tomb of
Tutankhamen was located by Howard Carter early in
this century, was the uncovering of three lead coffins
under the remains of the 17th century church in the
historic area. These items were unearthed two years
ago. The find was so spectacular that the site was
covered again while experts from a number of
disciplines got together to determine how best to deal
with the coffins. Over the past two years experts in
pathology, radar detection, environmental sciences,
archeology, and other areas worked together on a
specific and staged plan to capture as much informa-
tion about the find as possible. Last week, the coffins
were uncovered again and actual work began. Using
machines developed specifically for this purpose, the
coffins were 'viewed' by a special x-ray device that
can 'see' through lead. Two of the coffins were
found to be completely intact and the remains
appeared to be in excellent shape. The coffins were
then drilled with 1/8 inch drills so that samples of the
air inside could be captured to see if air quality
specialists could actually identify 17th century air. If
this is achieved, man's knowledge of the effects of
industrialization on air quality wil l be enhanced
immeasurably.

While the holes were open, argon, an inert gas, was
placed in the coffins to prevent decay of the remains,
and photos were taken with special miniature
devices. Again, early reports are that this is a very
significant find that wil l yield a great deal of
information. I recommend a visit to St. Mary's City.
It is a unique experience and well worth the 1 and
1/2 hour drive and modest entry fee.

Upcoming events for the Society include the election
of Officers and Members of the Board on November
14 and the annual Christmas Gala, which wil l be at
Darnall's Chance on December 12. I hope each of
you are able to attend. I also want to remind you that
the Fall Lecture Series continues. Feedback on the
first lecture, Joan Chaconas speaking about ghosts
and other phenomena in historic houses, was well
attended and well received. Our thanks to President
Joyce McDonald for her excellent lecture schedule.

I will close by thanking all of you who have
mentioned that you like what we are doing with
News and Notes. As a volunteer, it is nice to know
that one's efforts are appreciated. Again, if you have
any suggestions, comments, questions, etc., please let
me know. Vote on November 3rd. - it is your civic
duty!

Lester  Sweeting

Historical Society ^Annual
- Elections

Frederick S. DeMarr, a past president and current
Historian of the Society, will be the featured speaker
at the annual meeting on Saturday, November 14,
1992, at Marietta.

His topic is "Launching an Historical Society in
Prince George's County." Fred will clarify the
discrepancies in the formation date of the Society
raised in the last issue of News and Notes and will
acquaint us with the fascinating cast of characters
who were the movers and shakers in the early days.

The November 14, 1992 Meeting of the Society will
also include an election of officers and several Board
Members. The slate developed by the Nominating
Committee is presented below, as is the list of those
Board Members whose term of office continues into
next year, as well as those who serve hi an emeritus
or ex-officio capacity. The Nominating Committee,
Sarah Bourne, Chairman; Bud Dutton, and Jean
Hahn, have proposed the following slate to the Board
and they are recommended to the membership:

President Joyce McDonald

Vice President John Mitchell

Secretary Sarah Bourne

Treasurer  John Bourne

Historian Fred DeMarr

Editor  Lester  Sweeting



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

November
4th

5th

6 th & 7 th

13th & 14th

14th

14th & 15th

Prince George's Genealogical Society Meeting, Greenbelt Public
Library, 7 PM, Connie Catania wil l speak on THE INS AND OUTS OF
IRISHMSEARCH.

PGCHS Fall Lecture Series # 3 - "Politica l Personalities of Prince
George's County" , DamaU's Chance, Upper  Marlboro , 6:30 PM.

"The Total Community, Preserving a Way of Life" - Maryland's Annual
Preservation Conference, Loew's Annapolis Hotel, Annapolis. Contact Sue King
at (410)514-7616.

Symposium on Architectural History, "New Perspectives on Virginia
Architecture," UVA Charlottesville & Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond.
Call Susan Pearl at 301-952-3521.

PGCHS Annual Membership Meeting, Election of Officers and
Board Members, Marietta , 2 PM

Museum-Open.House. .Surratt Tayern, Call Surratt Society,
S68JU2L

18th

19th

December
4 th & 5th

9th-12th

12th

11 th-13th

Friends of Montpelier, "Lif e on a Plantation", Margaret Callcott, 7:30
PM. (See related information in "From the Bookshelf)

PGCHS Fall Lecture Series # 4. "Feast and Folklore: Holiday
Celebrations in Earlier  Times", Marietta , 6:30 PM

Christmas Candelight Tours, DarnalPs Chance, 5-9 PM; call 301-
952-8010.

Christmas Candlelight Tours at Montpelier; call 301-953-1376 for
information.

PGCHS, Annual Christmas Gala, DamaH's Chance, Upper
Marlboro , 2:00 PM.

Christmas in St. Michael's, House Tour, Breakfast with Santa, Gala
Christmas Party, Call. 410-745-5909.



Historic Marietta at Glenn Dale, Maryland

Headquarters of the Prince George's County Historical Society

CHATHA M ARTILLER Y PUNCH

1 Ib green tea in 2 gal. Cold water, al lowed to stand overnight, then strained.

1 gal. pink Catawba wine

1 gal. rum

1 gal. brandy

1 gal. rye whiskey

5 Ib . brown sugar

2 qt. cherries

Juice of 3 doz. lemons

1 gal. gin (to make it smooth)

12 qts. champagne

Thi s recipe wi l l make 12 gallons, enough for  100 parched people wit h a litt l e to spare. For  a
smaller  party , one quarter  of the recipe wil l delight fort y guests of average thirst .

Mi x the tea and lemon juice together  first , preferably in a cedar  tub, but any container  wi l l do.
Then add the sugar, cherries, Catawba wine and liquor s (except the champagne). Let this stock
sit for  a week or  two, covered, preferably in glass bottles. Strain the stock, removing the
cherries. (The cherries are great to eat, sparingly - one at a time!)

When ready to serve, pour  over  a block of ice in a punch bowl and add one bottl e of champagne.

The stock and the finished juice should both be stirred well whil e aging. The aging period of
one to two weeks is very importan t if the punch is' to be smooth and mellow. Withou t thi s
blending period, the punch wi l l be somewhat harsh.

Caution; The novice should have but one cup and others l imite d to no more than two cups.
I t tastes lik e frui t juice and kick s lik e a 32 pounder. (Hence the name!)

Ref: Beveridge, N. E. Cups of Valor. Stackpole Co., 1968, p. 73.

Post Office Box 14 • Riverdale, Maryland 20738 • 301/464-0590



Directors 1993/1994

Cheryl Adams

Walli s Cain

Jane Eagen

The Members of the Board elected in 1991 for a
two-year term are: Edith Bagot, Anne Ferguson
and Eugene Roberts, Jr. The remainder of the
current board includes Director  Emeritus - Susanna
Cristofane and Past-Presidents - W. C. "Bud"
Dutton, John Giannetti, Paul Lanham and Warren
"Dusty"  Rhoads.

Remember, while this slate of officers and directors
has been proposed by the Board, nominations will , as
provided by the By Laws of the Society, be accepted
from the Floor at the meeting. Any nominee must be
a member in good standing of the Society.

The Board thanks the members of the Nominating
Committee for their efforts.

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNT1J
HISTORICA L SOClETy

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABL E

Prince George's County: A pictorial History, by Alan
Virta. 1991 Edition, 308 pp. hardcover -
profusely illustrated with rare photographs,
beautifully written. $29.95, plus tax.

Calvert of Maryland, by James Otis. Hard Cover, 166
pp. PGCHS exclusive reprint of this 1910
original, complete with lithographed illust-
rations. Delightful story of the settling of
Maryland. A great holiday gift for a child with
an interest in history. $ 6.62 plus tax.

Alias— Dl̂ .
Hopkins/White, Soft Cover, 50 pp. Published
by PGCHS in 1975, this 2nd edition was
printed in 1990. The maps are organized by
then-existing election districts, show primary
roads, major landmarks and lists property
owners in 1878. A must for the home
historian. $5.00 plus tax.

Indexes to Church Records. Edited by Helen Brown.
Soft Cover, 2 vol. Volume One covers King

George's Parish and Queen Anne's Parish, 353
pp.; Volume Two covers St. Paul's Parish and
Prince George's Parish, 318 pp. An essential
tool for genealogists, these public records of
the colonial period are a great buy. $20 plus
tax for both volumes (not sold separately).

The Chesapeake Bay of Yore: Rowing and Sailing
Craft, by Fred Tilp. Hard Cover, 148 pp. 1982
Outstanding illustrations and text on every
known type of craft that plied the Bay; ship
building, craftsmen, shipyards, folklore. A
good gift for the sailor or historian. Supply is
limited. $25.00 plus tax.

Souvenir Book/ Lanham Centennial - 1872 to 1972, by
Paul Lanham, et. al. Soft Cover, 1 12 pp. 1972
The history of the Lanham area, including
interesting illustrations. Discusses early per-
sonalities and the influence of railroads on the
development of Lanham. $4.00 plus tax.

Berwyn Heights: History of a Small Maryland Town,
Donald Skarda. Soft Cover, 54 pp. 1976. Well
written story of a turn-of-the-century suburban
town. Gives background history of the area.
$3.00 plus tax.

Gabriel Duvall, A Short Biography, by Shirley Baltz.
Soft Cover, 5 pp. 1985. Brief synopsis of the
life of Supreme Court Justice Gabriel Duvall,
builder of Marietta. Proceeds benefit Marietta
restoration. $1.00 plus tax.

^Department, by Francis Geary. Soft Cover,
148 pp. 1977. Profusely illustrated and detailed
history of the department, also many facts on
Hyattsville and its environs. Includes many
photos and references to residents of the area.
$5.00 plus tax.

A History of Beltsville, Soft Cover, 96 pp. 1976. Draws
on the writings of the late historians Ethel
Woodward and Susie Beall. $4.00 plus tax.

See inside last page for  order  blank
for  publications and application
form to join the Society.



FROM

THE BOOKSHELF

Following a languid, spontaneous summer, the crisp,
bright days of Autumn always provoke, at least for me, a
yearning for the regimented, intellectual stimulation of
academic pursuits. This Fall was no exception and such
pursuits were prompted by the request to review a
document entitled "Prince George's County Historical Sites:
Lesson Plans and Field Trips" as proposed for use in the
Prince George's County Public Schools. "This packet was
established as a cooperative effort between the Prince
George's Public School System and the historical and
preservation organizations of the county," including, of
course, the Historical Society. In an effort to educate local
teachers, many newly arrived in the County, seven sites
were selected and lesson plans were developed for use in
teaching history, language arts, fine arts, geography,
archaeology, math and science. The architectural enthu-
siast in me focused on the module on Darnall's Chance,
Upper Marlboro, dating from around 1700 and restored to
its original colonial edifice in 1988. One lesson plan calls
for a comparison of architectural styles of homes; or better
still, why not compare the architectural evolution of a
single dwelling; Darnall's Chance, for instance. What did it
look like prior to its 1988 reconstruction? Prince George's
County - A Pictorial History by Alan Virta_jDonning
Company, Virginia Beach, Va.; 1991) is listed as an
invaluable resource to the lesson plans and I had just
finished reading it! (With the 1991 edition so readily
available, there is no excuse for not treating yourself to
this profusely illustrated, informative, highly readable,
well indexed volume.) And there on page 113 was a
photograph of Harry Buck's House, courtesy of the_Historic
American Buildings Survey, as "transformed" in 1858 by
E.G.W. Hall into the popular Italianate style. So that's what

the columns looked like that now support part of the
Holden-Sweeting Library in Hyattsville (by way of the
Newel Post)? Col. Henry Darnall's gambrel-roofed, red
brick residence, as visited by today's students, appears on
Page 253. After visiting Darnall's Chance, my interest in
Upper Marlboro as the county seat was piqued and from
the Bibliography of Alan Virta's book, I selected a title,
frequently referenced by Historian Fred DeMarr and full of
historical tidbits, entitled Across the Years in Prince
George's County: A genealogical and Biographical History
of Some of Prince George's County, Maryland and Allied
Families by Effie Gwynn Bowie (Baltimore, Genealogical
Publishing Co., Inc., 1975). In the Introduction, the author
describes the volume as a "potpourri" of narrative,
genealogical and historical material, to reflect her "life-
long and always sympathetic acquaintance with Prince
George's County." I call it divine. And it was written for
her family and children, which brings us back to the
lesson plans. Information on the first county seat at Mount
Calvert, known as Charles Town, on the Patuxent, might
provide a politically historical context for the seven sites.
Also of interest is the designation of Marlborough as the
county seat in 1721, named for the hero of the Battle of
Blenheim, the Duke of Marlborough. Where did the
"Upper" come from your might ask? And when was the
Marlborough shortened to Marlboro? (According to Mrs.
Bowie, in 1893 by the U.S. Postal Office Department!).
Should not all these historical nuances be included in the
curriculum? See where this Fall's academic pursuits have
led me?

Sharon Howe Sweeting

DarnoiTs Chance,



In Memortam
Theodor e L. Bissel l

decease d Septembe r 22,1992

NEW MEMBERS

MAR Y FORSHT-TUCKER

JOSEPH F. LEFFSON

LETTER S TO THE EDITO R
Our reprint of an article from the 1973 News and
Notes on MacAlpine, one of the Calvert family
holdings, resulted in the following letters:

Dear Sir

I would like to correct your article on
"MacAlpine" in Vol. XX, No. 8.

The nine heirs of Charles Baltimore
Calvert were:

1. C. B. Calvert Carey, and

2. W. Gibson Carey, sons of Eleanor
Calvert Carey

3. Hester V. C. Lill y

4. Charlotte Calvert Spence

5. Richard C. M. Calvert

6. George Henry Calvert (my father)

7. Rosalie Eugenia Stier Calvert

8. Charles Baltimore Calvert, Jr.

9. Elizabeth Stuart Calvert Thomas

You omitted 6, 7 and 8.

Otherwise, I think it was an excellent
article and I enjoyed it very much.

Sincerely,

Eleanor Calvert Powers

A second letter, from the author of the original
article - Historian Fred DeMarr.

Dear Les,

The letter from Mrs. Eleanor Calvert
Powers points out an obvious error
made by me when it was written 19
years ago. The number of heirs is
correct, however 3 names were omit-
ted. I might also point out that the
MacAlpine gate posts were restored by
the City of College Park during the
American Bicentennial in 1976.

Charles Baltimore Calvert always had
an interest in good transportation,
which was a real asset in the 19th
Century. The Washington-Baltimore
Turnpike (Rte. 1) was in his backyard
and the Baltimore & Ohio R.R. was
out front. He also had an interest in
the contribution of the trolley line to
Laurel which ran parallel to the rail-
road. Wouldn't he be surprised to
know that the tunnel of Metro's Green
Line to Greenbelt runs under his old
property?

Fred

The Editor  would lik e to remind those of you who are
interested 'in submitting articles,, letters, reviews,
calendar  items, ' et. al. that: - V  • :"  ;;  ". V :  ; ;.;. ; • ; j  ; ;; : : : : ; ; : "-.:••-•••'.  •; >.;:  : j :;

THE NEWS >INi
0^^



Prince George's County
Historical Society, Inc

Publications Order List

Prince George's County: A Pictorial History
by Alan Virta $29.95 plus tax $1.50 plus $2.00
s&h

Calvert of Maryland $6.95 (tax incl) plus
$0.55 s&h.

Atlas of Prince George's County $5.00 plus
$0.25 tax, plus $0.50 s&h

_ Indexes of Church Registers 2 vols. $20.00
plus $1.00 tax plus $2.50 s&h

_ Chesapeake Bay of Yore $25.00 plus tax
$1.25 plus $1.00 s&h

Lanham Centennial $4.00 plus tax $0.20 plus
$0.55 s&h

._ Berwyn Heights $3.00 plus tax $0.15 plus
$6.35 s&h

__ Gabriel Duvall Biography $1.00 plus tax
$0.05 plus $0.35 s&h

_ Fire Call $5.00 plus tax $0.25 plus $1.00 s&h

_ History of Beltsville $4.00 plus tax $0.20
plus $0.55 s&h

Please forward the above checked publications.
Full payment (Payable to PGCHS) enclosed.

Name

Address

City

Daytime Telephone

_, State Zip_

Thank you for your order.

Prince George's County

Historical Society
Annua l Membershi p Applicatio n

Date:

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone - Home:

Business:

Please Indicate Whether This is a New Membership or a
Renewal:

New Renewal

Check Below The Categor y You Select :

LJ Full-Time Student

p Member

[~ Life Member

[j Sustaining

G Additional Contribution $

$ 10.00

20.00

200.00

50.00

i—i I am also interested in helping the Society as a
volunteer. Please contact me regarding volunteer

opportunities.

I would also like to join the Marylan d Historica l Society ,
I am enclosin g $25.00 for an individual membership or

$35.00 for husband and wife._

Our operating support comes from your dues and )

contributions. All contributions are tax deductible. j

We appreciate your support. !

Make your check payable to PGCHS

Mail chec k and for m to:

Princ e George' s Count y Historica l Societ y

Post Offic e Box 14

Riverdale , MD 20738-0014

301/464-0590



Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 PM

Gift Shop: Saturdays 12-4 PM and
during Special Events Special Holiday
Hours Beginning November 14

Marietta Tours - Suspended During
Renovation

Information - (301) 464-0590

The Gif t Shop
features a tasteful collection of handcrafted
items for homes and gift-giving, toys and
games for children, small antiques, Histori-
cal Society publications and souvenirs of
historic Marietta.

Location of the Society
The Society is located at Marietta, 5625 Bell Station Road in
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route 450. This is
a facility of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission.

WASHINGTON IX:

Princ e George' s Ccunt y Historica l Societ y
P.O. BOX 14

RIVERDALE, MARYLAND 20738-0014

U.S. POSTAGE

NON-PROFIT ORG

PAID

RIVERDALE, MD

Permit No. 1948



News and Notes
Prince George's County

Historical Society
"Marietta"

NOVEMBER, 1992 FOUNDED 1952 - OUR 40TH YEAR VOL. XX, NO. 10

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1993

President Joyce McDonald

Vice President John Mitchell

Secretary Sarah Bourne

Treasurer John Bourne

Historian Fred S. DeMarr

Editor Lester Sweeting

Directors:

Jane Eagen

Wallis Cain

[Cheryl Adams

Edith Bagot

Anne Ferguson

Eugene Roberts

Director Emeritus:

Susanna Christofane

Past Presidents:

W. C. Dutton

John Giannetti

Paul Lanham

Warren Rhoads

CENTER MEETING

DECEMBERS, 1992
The Society, in concert with the Prince George's County Genealogical Society
and The Hall of Fame, is sponsoring a session at 1PM, December 5, 1992, to
beheld at the Park and Recreation Administration Building, 6600 Kenilworth
Avenue, Riverdale. Patricia Williams, a resident of Mount Ranier and Deputy
Executive Director of the American Association of Museums, will speak about
the methods and procedures needed to bring the Center from an idea into reality.
The Board of Directors of the Society, at a special meeting held on November 7,
reviewed the background of its involvement in the proposed center and the
concerns various Board members have about the specifics of establishing such a
Center. Four specific points were agreed to by the Board:

- The Society proceed with efforts to bring a Library/Museum/Heritage Center to
the County by 1996.

- The Society continue to be a leader in this effort.

- The Society wil l continue to work with public agencies but the Society will
NOT surrender its academic or procedural independence.

- The Society will continue to look for avenues to finance the library concept
with private funding.

As members of the Society, each of us has a duty to ensure that we know what
the Center is and wil l be, how it affects the Society and its holdings (especially
the Fred S. DeMarr Library Collection) and how each of us can contribute to the
Society's efforts in this regard. I urge each of you to attend the meeting and
participate in this historic endeavor.

IMPORTANT D:ATES IN DECEMBER
)ecember 5 Heritage Center Meeting Sponsored by the Society, 1:00 PM.

)ecember 12 Annual Christmas Gala, Darnall's Chance, Upper Marlboro, 2:00 PM.



CALVERT OF MARYLAND : A STORY OF LORD
BALTIMORE' S COLONY

BY JAMES OTIS KALE R

Reviewe d By: Peter Kump a

Young George Calvert was astonished. The land was
a glory, the air sweet and balmy, the waters of the
Potomac were choked with ducks, geese and heron,
the green forests filled with song birds and the sky
above darkened with great veils of pigeons. "I
rubbed my eyes again and again to make certain it
was no fanciful dream," said he, the 13-year-old
pioneer to the new colony of Mary Land.

James Otis Kaler (1848 - 1912) wrote more than 100
books for children to open their eyes to history. This
historically accurate short novel is a first person
account of the founding of Maryland by the godson
of the first Lord Baltimore, George Calvert. He is at
the founding. He travels on the crowded Ark,
survives the treacherous gales that threaten the
expedition.

Young Calvert is a witness to the calamitous
Christmas Day party in the Canary Islands. A dozen
men, he is ashamed to report, who satisfied their
thirst in such a brutish manner that they fell forever
upon the decks of the historic vessel. Calvert is
frightened by what seemed to him a punishment
directly from God. But he is assured that the

Almighty has a loving and caring side. And indeed,
the Ark sails on peacefully to the West Indies.

The author was sending a message to his young
readers by including an incident that is often skipped
over by other historians. These small morality lessons
are weaved pleasantly into the narrative by Kaler. In
fact, they illustrate why the first Maryland settlers
were more fortunate than those in Virginia or
Massachusetts.

They are friendly and deal fairly with the Indians, or
the "brown" people native to the land. They trade
honestly for their first thirty acres of land. They
exchange skills. They plant corn for a rich harvest to
take them through their first winter in comfort. They
inherit an Indian village though pay for it (although
the author skips over the reality that the Indians were
abandoning their settlement for fear of raiding parties
of Susquehannocks). They are blessed with the early
abundance of the Chesapeake and the Potomac.

The novel skips lightly over the religious quarrels of
the day. That is to the author's credit. The
differences between Catholics and Protestants that
caused such murderous warfare on both sides of the
Atlantic is a part of English history that is difficult
for the modern adult to comprehend. It is more
difficul t to explain to the young and does not belong
here.

Young George does earn his title "Calvert of
Maryland" as he grows up to take a man's role, that
of a soldier to fight for the province against the early
intruder, William Claiborne. He is off with musket,
bandolier, ammunition and a sharp hunting knife.
Remember, he is told "any ungentle act disgraces the
uniform you wear, in addition to leaving its stain on
your character.''

Our hero does not fail his family or his province. He
helps bring a well-deserved peace to the early
settlers. And his story ends.

The Society has sponsored the reprinting of this little
book, originally published in 1910. Its was a popular
theme at the turn of the 20th Century. Libraries were
filled with entire series of histories in the early years



of the present century wherein young men like
George travelled with their fathers, uncles or older
brothers to witness the travails and the battles of the
War of the Revolution and the Civil War. In a
pre-television age, these were the touchstones that set
off youthful dreams of adventure, war and patriotism.

In another time, this small volume may also have
inspired such an interest and sparked the study of the
past. Perhaps it still will . Today's 13 year-old,
however, may have more trouble. This is not the
easiest youngster's history. Kaler's prose can be
dense at times. His opening sentence and paragraph
take 99 words, a mere introduction. Some language is
archaic, though most passages are fully understand-
able.

Despite these minor complaints, the Society should
be congratulated for this reprint. It is valuable for it
tells us how a past generation of youngsters was
introduced to its own history. It is an excellent
introduction to the colonial era when the Englishman
first put his mark on Maryland's shores. Kaler's
absolute adherence to historical accuracy is rare in
such novels. He takes no liberties. The real story is
good enough and exciting enough without any poetic
embellishments.

Peter Kumpa is a member of the staff of the Honorable Thomas V.
Mike Miller, Jr., President of the Maryland Senate, a long-time member
of the Society, and the recent lecturer on "Political Personalities of
Prince George's County". Mr. Krumpa was a writer for the Baltimore
Evening Sun, often writing on historical subjects.

FROM THE EDITOR' S DESK

As we recover from the long, long political campaign
and look forward to the Holiday season, our thoughts
turn to the importance of remembrance in this era of
change. Like many of you, I spend much of my time
thinking about the everyday events around me in
terms of my memory of what happened a decade,
two decades or more ago, and my acquired know-
ledge of our history going back more than 350 years.
This is one of the reasons we band together in
Societies such as ours - so that we can pool our
remembrances and the mementos of our past, can
discuss the highs and lows of our history and can
celebrate ourselves and our accomplishments. I come
to the Society from one of its "side doors" - a love
for and involvement in historic preservation -
preservation of the physical manifestations of our
history that help us understand our past. Others come
from other side doors - a love of the story; a specific
tie to an event, such as a World War, that one wishes
to ensure is not forgotten; or a rich family history
and tradition that one recognizes is of interest and
importance to others. Whatever the reason, forty
years ago a group of men and women got together at
Riversdale to found the Society and I take pleasure in
knowing that there are several of the founders still
active in the Society.

The annual meeting and Birthday Bash for the
Society took place in the Fred S. DeMarr Library at
Marietta on November 14, as scheduled. An election
was held and your new Officers and Board, listed on
the front page, were duly elected to assume their
offices on January 1, 1993. After the election,
capably administered by Society Secretary, Sarah
Bourne; President Joyce McDonald introduced our
Speaker, Fred DeMarr, who discussed the history of
the founding of the Society, and some of the
fascinating personalities who were 'present at the
creation' as the saying goes. A fine feast, with a
wonderful cake presented to the Society by John
Khromy of the Seabrook Bakery, located in the
Seabrook Station Shopping Center. Thank you to
Florence Riedesel for all of her efforts to ensure that
the celebration was a success, and to those members
who provided refreshments. Also, the Society's
newly acquired video camera was put to good use by



Warren "Dusty" Rhoads, who taped the proceedings
for posterity.

Additional Thank Yous - To Betty and Jim Maher
for all of their work over hours and hours to set the
Gift Shop up in its new, temporary location in Judge
Duvall's Law Office. It was quite a job and has been
done so very well. The Shop was enjoying a brisk
trade on November 14, and is, I would hasten to
remind you, open Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 4
through the months of November and December.
Come and find that perfect gift!

While speaking about perfect gifts - think about
yourself this year and give yourself a lif e member-
ship in the Prince George's County Historical
Society. The cost is modest, the help this gives the
Society is great, and you will have patted yourself on
the back in a special way. As you wil l no doubt note,
the Society's annual membership drive is underway.
You will find the forms and envelopes enclosed with
these News and Notes. Please fil l it out and send that
check today. Your Society thanks you!

A short follow up on the "Coffin Project" at St.
Mary's City. All three coffins have now been
opened. While we are no further along in knowing
exactly who was buried in those seventeenth century
lead coffins, we do know that the smallest one
contained the remains of a young child (most
unusual, given the very high cost of a lead coffin),
while the two larger ones contained a man and a
woman, still most probably Calverts. The remains
have been taken to the Smithsonian Institution
where renowned forensic scientists will be studying
them and will be reporting on their findings over the
next two years. I might point out that these remains
were only disinterred with the approval of the State
of Maryland and the current descendants of the
Calverts, as well as the Roman Catholic Church.
They wil l be reinterred in a suitable ceremony when
the studies are completed.

THE CHJUSTM.AS
The Society's Annual Christmas Gala will take place
at 2:00 PM on Saturday, December 12, 1992.
Because of the restoration work being done at
Marietta, the Gala wil l be held at Darnall's Chance in
Upper Marlboro. As in past years, all Society
members are encouraged to bring a favorite dish for
the table. We would also be happy to have a copy of
the recipe, and, if we receive enough recipe's, will
consider a Cook Book. Because we are visitors to
Darnall's Chance, it would be greatly appreciated if
your donation could be delivered on a suitable plate
or other container (marked on the bottom with
masking tape if you need to have it returned), ready
to be placed on the table.

Darnall's Chance is located on Governor Oden
Bowie Drive, immediately behind Sacred Heart
Church. The mansion does not have a parking lot.
Parking is available along both sides of Governor
Oden Bowie Drive. The elderly and handicapped
should be driven to the door, and then the car should
be parked on the street. If you need information
about the party, please call the Society. If you need
further directions to Darnall's Chance, please call the
Facility Manager at 301-952-8010.

LETTER S TO THE EDITO R
It is a pleasure to receive letters in response to the
News and Notes pieces. This is especially true when
we can learn more about some facet of County
history from those who really know - the descendants
of the people involved. As you remember, we
reprinted an article by Fred DeMarr on MacAlpine a
couple of issues back. Last month I reported on a
correction to that article (my fault in transcribing
Fred's original article, I find now). This month I
received the letter following - both hard copy and on
diskette. Thank you so much, Mr. C. B. Calvert!



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December EVENT

2nd Prince George's County Genealogical Society Meeting - Coon Blaauw
on Dutch Colonial Records: Where and How to Access, Greenbelt
Public Library, 7:00 PM.

Christmas Candelight Tours, Darnall's Chance, 5-9 PM; call 301-
4th & 5th 952-8010.

5th Planning for a Tri-Centennial Heritage Center, Pat Williams, Moderator,
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM, 6600 Kenilworth Avenue, Riverdale, Contact
301-952-3560 for Reservation - No Charge

Christmas Candlelight Tours at Montpelier; call 301-953-1376 for
9th'12th information.

12th PGCHS, Annual Christmas Gala, Darnall's Chance, Upper
Marlboro, 2:00 PM.

11th - 13th Christmas in St. Michael's, House Tour, Breakfast with Santa, Gala
Christmas Party, Call. 410-745-5909.

1 ?th 14th Christmas Candlelight Tours of Surratt House, Clinton, Dec 12 and 13,
5-9 PM, Dec. 14, 6-9 PM, Contact 301-868-1121.

18th Century Christmas Feast, 7:00 PM, Darnall's Chance, Upper
18th Marlboro, Contact 301-952-8010.



Dear Editor:

Reprint of article from 1973 Newsand'Notesron Mac Alpine
in Vol XX, No. 8.

In recognition of, and thanks to, Eleanor Calvert Powers
for her correction to the list of heirs, and Fred DeMarr for
his note about the restoration of the gate posts. I would
like to share with you some of my recollections that go
back to MacAlpine:

My father, George Davis Calvert, son of Richard Creagh
MacKubin Calvert, told me that my grandfather, who grew
up at MacAlpine, built the gate posts. I'm not sure where
he went to "high" school, but understand that he attended
Johns Hopkins University in the early 1890's and earned a
degree in Engineering. He married Zoe Ammen Davis,
daughter of Major General George Whitefield Davis and
Carmen Atocha Davis.

General Davis is noted, in part, for having been asked, and
completed the building of the Washington Monument,
which in building, had gotten out of alignment. A
Washington, DC news paper article I have seen, said he
used a barrel of molasses as a "plumb bob" hanging from
the top for vertical alignment. Part way up the monument,
the change in color of marble is from where he directed
the realignment and construction. My Grandmother is said
to have "sat on top of the monument". She did in fact sit
on the cap before it was hauled up and placed on top.

Dad said his father was very fond of and interested in the
agricultural cultivation and gardening at Riversdale and
perhaps MacAlpine.

R.C.M. Calvert and his wife had a place in Oxford, North
Carolina known as "Rustling Oaks", for its many large
white and red oak trees. The house was Federal Period
with the addition of a sleeping porch and front porch with
rocking chairs. Perhaps these additions were from the
Victorian, or "Turn of the Century" Periods. Moreover, he
had developed an orchard, garden and wonderful places
for children to play; tennis court, tall swings, large
boulders, stands of bamboo, bird baths, and a tree house
for his grandchildren. There was a large "shop" for
maintenance and building things like hammocks and
sling-shots. We grandchildren learned the hard way that
new bamboo shoots make superb switches.

The Orchard contained several types each of apple trees;
pear trees, cherry trees, a grape arbor with big fat
scuppernong grapes, fig bushes, and green grapes hang-
ing on the fences that separated the orchard from the
main house. At the gated formal entrance were boxwood
bushes, at least eight feet tall, that formed a path down to

the grape arbor and fruit trees further on.

Wow! Summers were fun with climbing around, playing,
resting, and eating our fill . The cook used the fruit to
make delicious deserts. Grandfather made wine and
brandy. I enjoy today having a few of his "homebrew"
wicker covered tall bottles and the small wooden keg he
used to make and store brandy.

Inside the orchard and to the left of the entrance, was a
flower garden with rows leading to a totem pole and large
Pacific Ocean Clam Shell basin at its foot. The totem pole
was carved with openings. As a youngster, I made the
mistake of putting my hand in an opening. I fled in terror
as a nest of wasps chased and stung me. It was a long
time before I stopped flinching at the though of so many
stings at once.

Dad told me of sitting along side the road at MacAlpine
one summer, watching the paving of US 1. It was an era
when children had more time to learn and grow.

With Dad having seven uncles and aunts on his father's
side, and many first cousins in Maryland, Washington, DC,
Virginia and North Carolina; we enjoyed lots of visiting
and still do.

And, there are more family stories that I am passing on to
my children.

Sincerely,

Charles Baltimore Calvert

THE BALLOT BOX
Apropos of our  recent election, during his presen-
tation at the recent Society Fall Lecture Series on
Political Personalities in Prince George's County,
long-time member Thomas V. Mike Miller, our
Senator and President of the Maryland State Senate,
donated a unique and timely gift to the Society. The
gift consisted of a glass sided ballot box, in its
original case. The Ballot box was used last on June 2,
1952, and contains the ballots, the unused ballots and
the poll register for the Town of Bladensburg. The
event was a special election at which the sole issue
was whether the electors would approve a ballot
question dealing with the approval for continuation
of State and County sanctioned gaming devices
(commonly referred to as 'slot machines"), in the
County. This was a significant question of the day



since the tax on such devices was a major source of
revenue for the County during the 1950s. The good
citizens of Bladensburg declared against the refer-
endum question. One interesting tidbit, discussed by
Historian Fred S. DeMarr, was the manner in which
the ballots were counted. The ballots, as they were
counted, were strung on wire (using a needle in one
case) to ensure that already counted ballots were
properly marked by a telltale hole. This is a
wonderful and unique example of our history. Given
its special interest to Bladensburg, the Box has been
placed on loan to the Visitor's Center in Bladens-
burg, where it may be viewed shortly. It should be
noted that the box was never used again because of
the introduction of machine balloting in the 1952
November General Election - when General D wight
David Eisenhower defeated Adlai E. Stevenson of
Illinois. We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to
Mr. Miller for this unique and important gift.

From Past Issues:

THE COUNTY SEAT, THE NEW OFFICE BUILD-
ING AND THE BUCK HOUSE

Many people in Prince George's County were
pleased to learn recently that an agreement on the
location of the much needed County office building
has been reached between County officials and the
Town Board of Upper Marlboro. The general
location is that of the Buck property which is behind
St. Mary's R. C. Church.

On the other hand we are distressed to learn that the
Buck House wil l join the fate of many of its other

past contemporaries of Upper Marlboro and become
a parking lot. This structure is one of the few
remaining Greek Revival houses in the County.
There are many appropriate uses to which it could be
put. Among other things, it has been suggested that it
be utilized as an official reception center for the
County. Certainly there is no other place in the town
which can meet this need now or in the foreseeable
future.

Considering that both Prince George's County and
the Town of Upper Marlboro are over 350 years old,
there is littl e evidence of this past heritage to be seen
in the town today. Parking lots and flimsy commer-
cial buildings are mostly what we have to show our
visitors. At the present rate, in a very few years there
wil l be nothing to distinguish it from any other small
town of the early 20th century.

Hopefully the County Executive and the County
Council wil l give the Prince George's County
Historical and Cultural Trust their support in the
Trust's desire to retain the Buck House to be enjoyed
by future generations. F. S. D. January 1974 V. 2,
No 1.

BUCK HOUSE REYJ&LTED

In this publication last fall it was indicated that the
Buck House in Upper Marlboro was a potential
victim of the proposed new County Office Building.
We are pleased to report that County Executive
William Gullett has included $100,000 for its
preservation in the proposed budget recently sent to
the County Council. This amount is contingent upon
reports as to feasibility of restoration and the
structure's authenticity. Possible uses for this Greek
Revival Structure would be as a reception center for
County Visitors and as headquarters for the Historical
and Cultural Trust. April 1974, V. 2 No 4.

Query

The Greek Revival Buck House in Upper Marlboro no
longer exists. Why?



Prince George's County
Historical Society, Inc

Publications Order List

__ Prince George's County: A Pictorial History
by Alan Virta $29.95 plus tax $1.50 plus $2.00
s&h

_ Calvert of Maryland $6.95 (tax incl) plus
$0.55 s&h.

_ Atlas of Prince George's County $5.00 plus
$0.25 tax, plus $0.50 s&h

Chesapeake Bay of Yore $25.00 plus tax
$1.25 plus $1.00 s&h

Lanham Centennial $4.00 plus tax $0.20 plus
$0.55 s&h

Berwyn Heights $3.00 plus tax $0.15 plus
$0.35 s&h

Gabriel Duvall Biography $1.00 plus tax
$0.05 plus $0.35 s&h

_ Fire Call $5.00 plus tax $0.25 plus $1.00 s&h

_ History of Beltsville $4.00 plus tax $0.20
plus $0.55 s&h

Please forward the above checked publications.
Full payment (Payable to PGCHS) enclosed.

Name

Address

City

Daytime Telephone

., State Zip_

Thank you for your order.

Prince George's County

Historical Society
Annua l Membershi p Applicatio n

Date:

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone - Home:

Business:

Please Indicate Whether This is a New Membership or a
Renewal:

New Renewal

G

Check Below The Categor y You Select :

Full-Time Student $ 10.00

Member 20.00

n Life Member 200.00
I 1

G Sustaining 50.00

n Additional Contribution $

— I am also interested in helping the Society as a
volunteer. Please contact me regarding volunteer

opportunities.

I would also like to join the Marylan d Historica l Society ,
I am enclosin g $25.00 for an individual membership or

S35.00 for husband and wife.
.- -N

Our operating support comes from your dues and ]

contributions. All contributions are tax deductible. !

We appreciate your support. i

Make your check payable to PGCHS

Mail chec k and for m to:

Princ e George' s Count y Historica l Societ y

Post Off ice Box 14

Riverdale , MD 20738-0014

301/464-0590



Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 PM

Gift Shop: Saturdays 12-4 PM and
during Special Events Special Holiday
Hours Beginning November 14

Marietta Tours - Suspended During
Renovation

Information - (301) 464-0590

The Gift Shop
features a tasteful collection of handcrafted
items for homes and gift-giving, toys and
games for children, small antiques, Histori-
cal Society publications and souvenirs of
historic Marietta.

Location of the Society
The Society is located at Marietta, 5625 Bell Station Road in
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route 450. This is
a facility of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission.
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