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MARCH 1993 MEETING

ST. MARY'S C1TY AND THE COFFINS

Saturday, Marchf®, is the next genetal mem?;rship meeting of the Society.
We are priviledged to have Bert , Dircctor of the St. Mary’s
Historic City Commission, as our featured speaker. Mr. Kamerow will
describe and discuss the recent events surrounding the lead coffins that were
located in a pasture where the first Roman Catholic church in the English
Colony of Maryland stood. This historic find has grabbed the attention of
national institutions and was the subject of a piece on Nightline, hosted by St.
Mary's resident, Ted Koppel. Having recently visited the historic site, I can
assure the members of a fascinating talk. T look forward to seeing you there,

SPRING LECTURE SERLES PLANNED

The Historic College Park Airport is the venue for the first in our Spring
Lectute Series, co-sponsored by the Society and Prince George's Community
College. The lecturer will be Doris Rich, author of a recent book on Amelia
Erhart and a forthcoming hook on Betsy Coleman, an early Black aviatrix. As

'‘March is Women's History Month, this topic is highly appropriate. For

further information on this lecture and others in the series, please contact the

| Sociely at 301464 0590. A full schedule of the lectures will appear in next

month’s News and Notes.

IMPORTANT DATES IN FEBRUARY

February 6, 1993 Board Planning Meeling, 10 AM.
Thera 18 70 membersing meelng 7 Feorusy.
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Interested in the reminiscences of an old man? One
who says:

"It 18 commonplacs to say that men and women of great
age recall the incidents of youth more clearly than the
happenings of yesterday. Yet unilke many commonplace
remarks, this one s true. Nor need one fesl that such a
fact is hard to understand. The zest a person has In life
grows somewhat less if he is nearly ninety, and the
incidents of yesterday are merely unimportant repetitions
of eventz from which, long since, the juice has been
extracted. The days tick by like seconds of a clock, the
very sound of which no longer seams to reach the ear.”

Who lived through years of massive change in the
United States, from the Civil War through to the
Great War:

*_we older ones have lived throughout a period of change,
and the world in which we linger is rot the one to which
we came. We learned to live in other times then these --
in simpler times to which we are attuned. We never were
exotic plants, I know, and yet we do not like so much

transplanting.”

Who at the age of nine, in 1855, became an
aholitionist:

"My father, I know, had always held that slavery was
justified Everyone in the community excepting only
Gecrge Hamlin, felt much as he did, Yet here among the
crowd that had gathered there were many who had
opposed that Negro's return o his Kentucky master Why?
] askad myself. Why? Why, if slavery was right, should he
NOT go? And suddenly I knew. It was NOT right Their
arguments were faulty, The thing was wrong.

‘T walked out into the dusty pike and stared after thoss
two disappearing horsemen and at the shackled figure
that st walked there between them. [n that very
moment, there on the Zanesville Mayswille Pike, I, at the
age of nine, became an abolitionist.”

Who before the age of sixteen lost a leg at Shiloh:

“I looked at my leg. [t wae shattered, [ knew, beyond
repair. My side hurt, too, and when | feit of it my hand
came away red with blood. The tsars burst forth I could
not keep them back. - I lay on the battiefield of Shiloh
from Sunday meorning until hours after dark on Monday
night. .. and fourteen days after [ had gone with my
company Into that blcody hollow at Shiloh I was home.”

Who for three years attended Ohio Universily at
Athens and then heeded Horace Greeley's advice to
l\(}() \VESI‘.‘:

Who taught school in Illinois for the ‘‘munificent
salary’’ of sixty dollars a month and who, in
December 1869, left for Omaha, Nebraska.

Who in 1881 took his seat in the Nebraska legislature
with an agenda supportive of the growth of the
railroads. That same year, he worked on his first
railroad-building contract.

“1 had obtained 1, of course, because I had stopped some
antirailroad legislation at Lincoln, and everyone Know
that The same sort of thing is being done in these days
put is glossed over and covered up by every sort of
am’nmn

“The work was simple enough, but even simple work like
that requires constant care to see that the men don't waste
their time. [ was balng paid fourteen cents a yard for all
the cuts and fille, hauling the dirt one hundred fest fres,
and recejving two cents per yard for every additional
hundred feet of haul With the single excepfion of
Petersan, all the ninety or one hundred men I had were
farmers, to whom efficiency was a thing unknown "

Who taught himself to use & .44 in secret:

"It hag often amused me in later years to see stage and
motion-picture representations of the wild West of the
days when I was bullding railroads. The uniformity with
which gunmen of the screen wear chaps and swing their
artillery in great holsters at their hipe ia laughable. But
cowmen in chaps were always a very small minority in
the Weet 1 know, while gunmen more often carried their
guns hidden than expoged. ”

Who in the 1880s, while railroading in Klaho, was




confronted with the problem of transporting the
twenty-thousand dollar a month payroll from Ogden
through territory riddled with highwaymen.

Who in the depression of 1893 lost nearly hall a
million dollars:

“There are, | do not doubt, many men today who have
peen through similar experiences. How much I had lost I
do not ynow. ] never had the hardihood to figure it out. I
know that the two hundred and fifty thousand dollars
worth of property [ owned in Omaha, the value of which
had of course fallen terribly, was mortgaged for every
dollar [ could get My outfits in Colorado and in Ohio were
gone Every cent [ had had was spent All the securities ]
had owned and everything else that could be sold had
long since gone.”

Who after four yesrs and the death of his wife, with
the assistance of his owo sons, rebuilt his outfit and
reastablished his business to such an extent that he
could retire in 1904:

"And finally, gomg east with my wife and very young
daughter, 1 bought an old colonial home just outside the
Diatrict of Columbia, within six miles of the White Housa
The old houss appealed to me in part, perhaps, because
the date high up one of its tall chimneys is 1746. which
antedates my own arrival in this world by just one
hundred yeare

"Here. with seven acres of garden and orchard and lawn
to interest me, [ have stcod agide for the past thirty years
and let the world go by Busying myself with bees and
dogs, with chickens and with a horse or two, modernizing
and reconstructing this old, ¢ld house of mine, I have
played no part that could be felt so very far beyond ths
pillars at my gate.”

He was Jamecs H. Kyner and his tale was told to
Hawthome Danicl in a ook, entitled END OF
I'RACK. Published in 1937 by Caxton Printers,
Caldwell, Idaho, the book is available in the Library.
The young daughter is Susanna Kyner Christofane
and the colonial home is Bostwick. And the story is
brilliantly told.

SHARON HOWE SWEETING

THE POPE'S CREEK LINE -- BALTIMORE & FOTOMAC

Prior to the Civil War the planters of Southem
Maryland were interested in establishing a railroad to
link Baltimore with the Potomac River, thereby
providing fast transportation of their products to
market. Among the earliest advocates of this enterpr-
ise were Col. William D. Bowie, Robert Bowie of
“Cedar Hill.”” Gen. T, F. Bowiec and Walter W. W,
RBowie. As a result of their e¢fforts, a charter was
secured from the Gencral Assembly of Maryland for
the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad in 1853, Oden
Bowie, son of Col. William D, Bowie, was elected as
president of the new road.

The intervention of the Civil War meant that neither
money nor men for construction were to be available
until after cessation of hostilities in 1865. Then
President Bowic approached the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad to enlist their interest in the new road, but
met with a cold reception. The alert Col. Thomas
Scott, President of the Pennsylvania Railroad Com-
pany, responded positively and railroad history would
be made.

In 1835, the Baltimore and Ohio had opened their
line from Baltimore to Washington and had enjoyed
a monopoly on service from the North into the
Nation’s Capital. {In all faimess to the B & 0O, it
must be stated that their relatively high passenger
rates on this line were dictated by the General
Assembly of Maryland) As the Pennsylvania Rail-
road began to look southward for expansion, they
eventually pained control of the Northern Central
Railway Company, linking them with Baltimore. At
this point their push for southern markets was
blocked by the B & O. In both passenger and freight
operations the B & O responded to the Pennsylvania
RR with refusal of cooperation and exorbitant rates.
It was for these reasons that the President of the
Pemnsylvania RR gave sympathetic ear to the request
of President Oden Bowie of the fledgling Baltimore
and Potomac Railroad,

Under the terms of the charter, the Baltimore and

Potomac was empowered to build a line from
Baltimore through or near Upper Marlboro and Port




T'obacco to a point on the Potomac River between
Liverpool Point and Point Lookout. The matter of
greatest interest to Col. Scett of the Pennsylvania was
the provision that they could build branch lines up to
20} miles in length. The distance from present day
Bowie, Maryland Lo Washington is 18 miles.

Construction was begun in 1868 on the seyventy-three
mile road to Pope’s Creek, the selected terminus, as
well as the *branch’ to Washington. On July 2, 1872,
the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad, with the
exception of the tunnel in Baltimore, was placed in
seryice 0 Washington. The following year the tunnel
was completed and the main linc to Pope’s Creek
was opened. The total construction cost was
$0,888,736, A Tlitle over half of the stock was
purchased by the Pennsylvania Railroad and they
guaranteed the bonds issued by the B & P. At last the
Pennsylvania was in a position to break the B & O
motopoly on the Washington tun, The old Baltimore
and Potomac Station was formerly located on the
present site of the National Gallery of Art, Tt was
there that President James A. Garfield was assassina-
ted in 1881,

The station at the Baltimore and Potomac’s junction
of the main line and the branch line was named after
the family which was so instrumental in establishing
the moad--Bowie. Oden Bowie was to serve as
President of the road until his death in 1894, On
November 1, 1902, the Baltimore and Potomac was
finally absorbed into the Pennsylvania system.

The “‘Pope’s Creek Line™, as it is properly called,
was a profitable venture in its heyday. As many as
six trains per day were tun in both directions,
carrying passengers and produce from Southern
Maryland. Because of its reputation as a commercial
center, Baltimore had closer ties through the railroad
with the southern counties than did Washington. In
recent years this was changed by the automobile. By
the 1930s, service had dwindled to one combination
passeniger-freight per day. Following World War 11,

in 1949, passenger service was dropped completely.
Although large amounts of coal for the Potomac
Electric Power Company are hauled on the Pope's
Creek Branch, some wonder why the line is still
maintained on & minimal basis with three freight
trains weekly over the line to Bowie.

History tells the story, for this is the Permsylvania
“main line’* south of Baltimore. Under the terms of
the original (ranchise granted by the State of
Maryland, the Pope’s Creek Branch must operate in
order for the Metroliners to continue sefvice over the
‘branch line’ from Washington to Bowie, on their
way to Philadelphia and New York,

For many of our citizens, the Pope’s Creek Line
occupies a very fond part of their memories. That
trip to the city {Baltimore or Washington), or the
holiday junket to visit relatives in the country meant
getting on or off the “Pope’s Creek’ at Collington,
Mullikin, Halls, Leeland, Hills, Upper Marlboro,
Croome, Linden, Cheltenham, or Brandywine in
Prince George's County; or at Mattawoman, Wal-
dorf, White Plain, I.a Plata, Port Tobacco, Cox,
Lothair or Pope's Creeck in Charles County. One
member of our Society who had regular business at
the Court House in Upper Marlboro used to take the
B & O from Laurel to Washington; thence by the
Pennsylvania Railroad to Bowie, and then down the
“Pope’s Creek' to Upper Marlboro, The evening’s
return trip was just the reverse. Life wasn't as rushed
and complicated in the twenties, thirties and forties!
Pefarerce:Scotl, Rabert E. Tne History and Construction of !ie Pope's
Crask Branch of the Pernsylvaria Rallroad. An unpubished pager in
the Maryiand Roam, McKalsin Library, Untveesity of Maryland, Collegae
Pars: 1932, 24 pp.

The above article first appeared in this

publication in the July 1973 issue, vol

1 number 5. Tt was written by Fred S.

DeMarr.




MISCELLANY

Last month we asked what had happened to the 19th
Century greek revival Buck House. As we are sure
all of you know, the Buck House was a nineteenth
century 'remaodeling” of an older structure, When the
County Parks and Planning specialists gol under the
skin, they found the bones of Darnall’s Chance and
decided o restore the building to its original
appearance. We ure the better for that decision as
well.

We have the Prince George’s County Geneological
Society to thank for the following tidbit - from the
Society’s January 1993 Bulletin:

Marlboro Gazette and Prince George’s County Adverti-
ser Thursday, May 27, 1841, v. 5, no. 45, p.2
The following boh mot was written by
a gentleman of this County, on the
marriage of Mr, Richard Knott to Miss
Christena Webster.  We think the
parties--can Knott take offence at their
intention?

Happy be fair Christena’s lot.
Omnce she was single--now she's Knott,
The Fates have fixed herdestiny,

She will Knott live, and will Knott
die.

It is never too carly to Plan! This month saw the
kickoff for planning the 1993 County Fair and the
Historic Society, together with other like-minded
organizations in the County, will be heavily involved
again this year. ‘The overall theme is based on the
runup to the 300th birthday of the County on St
George's Day in 1996, This vear we will concentrate
on 2oth Century Prince George's County. One
feature will be a review of the Scars and Roebuck
Houses By Mail that dot the County. Anyone who
has information on these houses, their early occu-

pants, known contractors or builders who used Sears
houses, etc, should contact the Society. We would
be especially interested in diaries showing the
construction period, artifacts from the building,
plans, catalogues, etc. Visual examples are so
important to telling a story in a memorable way.,

The Sociely can also use your help in making
suggestions for future program topics, the names of
possible speakers, loan of objects, books or other
materials that would be of interest to our fellow
members.  Photographs, especially glass lantern
slides, are also welcome. We promise to take special
care with them and to return them promptly!

We hope you enjoyed the Inaugural Festivities and
that 1993 continues to be historical in your life.
Remember, President Clinton is younger than Bob
Dylan, Mick Jagger. Elvis Presley, and all of the
Beatles - the torch has been passed!

NEW MEMBERS

Irene Addicks

Sylvia T. Earl

Mayis McAvoy

John J. Petro
Stephen Marsh Pioso
Gerry Scheidhauer

NEW L1FE MEMBERS

Katherine A. Lewis
Judge and Mrs. Ralph W. Powers

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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Welcome back! We used the Holiday Season for a
special trip - back to England after six ycars. While
the weather prevented our paying a visit to Kiplin
Hall, we were able to enjoy three weeks of London,
Surrey and Hampshire, including an old-fashioned
English Christmas dinner (turkcy with all the
trimmings); boxing day visiting with friends and a
concert at the Barbican. We were also privileged to
have a private tour of the Palace of Westminster and
actually climbed St. Stephen’s Tower to scc Big Ben
and hear it toll the noon hour.

As much of our time in England was spent in trains
{which continue to be among the best in the world
for visitors and residents alike), we have devoted part
of this issue of News and Notes to train-things. Our
erstwhile Libratian reports on a little known book
about a railroad man with local conmections, and we
include a reprint of one of Fred DeMarr's carliest
picces - on the Pope's Creek Line.

While February is sparsely represenied on the
Calendar, be assured that the Spring is shaping up to
be quite busy. The Spring Lecture Series being
planned will dehght gveryone, beginning with the
March 25 lecture on Women in Aviation, February is
Black History Month and a number of events are
planned around that celcbration, some of which are
listed on the Calendar. March is Women’s History
Month, and there is a Women's History Month
Luncheon at Martin's Crosswinds, 7400 Greenway
Center Drive. Greenbelt on March 4 at 11:30AM.
Contact 301-952-4666 for further information on the

luncheon and other events,

Our membership drive is in full swing. You received
your notices with the last issue and ‘I'reasurer Jack
Bourne would like to thank those who have returned
their check and renewal. We have added two new life
members since December 1. Six new regular mem-
bers have joined as well, 1 urge you to take a
moment to renew your membership as soon &s you
can, and give strong consideration to an extra gift or
a life membership - the help vou give is immeasur-
able to the Socicly.

The March meeting, mentioned elsewhere in this
issue, is going to be fascinating. For several months,
I have provided minor references to the work being
conducted in St. Mary's City as they resurrcet the
three lead coffins found there several years ago. Our
March 6, 1993 meeting will feature Bert Kamerow,
the man who is in charge of this effort, who will
provide a fascinating glimpse into Seventeenth
Centary Maryland. | urge you to attend this meeting
and c;\n promisc & memorable afternoon.

The mcctmg is dedicated to the Skarda Awards
and will featurc a lecture on the History of the
Universe as seen by the folks at the National
Acronautics and Spacc Administration facility in
Greenbelt. Stay tuned for more details.

Plans are also being laid for the annual St. George's
Day Awards luncheon, about which we expect to
have more delails next month, But keep these events
in mind in planning your Spring calendat.

Lea Sweeting

The Editor would like to remind readers that
gubmissions for the Febrvary Edition of Néws and
Noigs are due no later than

FEBRUARY 15, 1993

your submissions. letters, comments and advice are
welcome! ' '




Prince George's County
Historical Society, Inc

Publications Order List

| Prince George's County: A Pictorial History
by Alan Virta $29.93 plus tax $1.50 plus $2.00
sd&ch

| Calverl of Maryland $6.95 (tax incl} plus
‘FO.SS sdch.

| Atlas of Prince George'’s County  $5.00 plus
$0.25 tax, plus $0.50 s&h

| Chesapeake Bay of Yore $25.00 plus tax
$1.25 plus $1.00 s&h

| Lanham Centennial $4.00 plus tax $0.20 plus
$0.55 s&h

| Berwyn Heights $3.00 plus tax $0.15 plus
%0.35 s&h

___ Gabriel Duvall Biography $1.00 plus tax
$0.05 plus $0.35 s&h

| Fite Call $5.00 plus tax $0.25 plus $1.00 s&h

|___ History of Beltsyille $4.00 plus tax S0.20
iplus $0.55 s&h

Please forward the above checked publications.
Full payment (Payable to PGCHS) enclosed.

Narne
Address
City , State Zip

Daytime Telephone - -

[l\ hank vou for your order.

Prince George's County

Historical Society

Annual Membership Application
Dame:

Name:
Adgdrass!

City, Stae, Zip:

Talephone - Home;

Business!

Please Indicase Wheihec This s a New Membership or a
Renewsal:

Neaw Renrawal
Check Below The Category You Select

-——

—  Fud-Time Studsnt $10.00
= Member 20.00
Life Membsr 200.00
Susiainng 50.00

Additiona! Contribuwon $

| am alsa interesiad In heiping tha Society as a
volunser. Please contact me regarding volunieer
opporunities,
I would also like to join the Maryland Historical Society,
| am enclosing $25.00 for an individual membecship ar
S$35.00 for husband and wile.

Qur sparating suppart comes from your Jues and
canwibutions, All confributions ars tax geductible,

(LI

We appreciate your suppan.
\aka your oheck payabie o PGCHS
Mail check and form to;
Pnnce George's Caunty Higtorical Society
Post Office Box 14
Riverdale, MD 20738-D014
301/484-0590

-ﬂ\-




Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12-4 PM

Gilt Shop: Saturdavs 12-4 PM and
during Special Events Special Holiday
Hours Beginning November 14

Marietta Tours - Suspended During
Renovation

Information - (301} 464-05%0

I The Gift Shop

features a tasteful collection of handcrafted
iterns for homes and gift-giving. toys and
games for children amall antiques, Histori-
cal Soclety publications and souvenirs of

Location of the Society

The Scciety is located at Marietta. 5525 Ball Statlon Read in
Clenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near Route 450, Thisis
a facility of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission.

Cd

193 564

Yishingiee Stdgon Rd.
MARIETTSA o

historic Marietta, /202
WASHINGTON, I

—r e ——, \

Prince Gecrge's County llistorical Society U.S. POSTAGE

P. 0. BOX 14 NON-PROFIT ORG
RIVERDALE, MARYLAND 20738-0014 PAID
RIVERDALE, MD
Parmit No. 1948
DATED MATERLTAL
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MARCH 13, 1993 MEETING
ST. MARY'S C1TY AND THE COFFINS

As reported Iast month, the Socicty’s March 13, 1993 general meeting, to be
held at 2:00 PM in the Library, will feature Burton Kummerow, Director of
Historic S$t. Mary's City Commission. Mt. Kummerow will speak on the
discovery and examination of the 17th century lead coffins uncarthed at the
site of the original Roman Catholic Church. The lecture is free and open to
the public. For Information, call the Society at 301-464-5291,

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

"me Society ig looking for volunteers who are interested In learning to strip paint

from Marietta's historic woodwork Training will be held in March, on & weekend to
be announced, lead by Erin Muths-Morgan. [f you are interested, pleage call Susan
Wolfe at 301-464-5291 for more information.

MARLETTA UPDATE

Restoration Progress - Restoration construction continues at Marietta by the
contractor, Oak Crove Designs, Inc Reinforcements have been added to the second
gtory floor joists that were exposed by removing the ceiling in the first floor addition.

Four original joists had to be removed due to damage or previcus cufting made

' when the bath was installed upstairs. The second storey bathroom has been

removed, ag has the tub in the bath in the second story of the addition. In the main

‘house, removal of the floor on the second floor allowed the contractor to add

reinforcements to the flcor joists, The pine subflooring is being remanufactured and
will be laid in the second story badrooms, the hall and the bath. It will also be used
in the dining reom. Where remilled flocring is insuffictent to complete the project,

IMPORTANT DATES IN MARC

H |

March 13, 1993 Board Mesting, 10 AM.
March 13, 1993, General Membership Meeting 2 PM

March 20, 1993, Special Board Meeting - Saint George's Day Award Nominations 10 AM

Al Moetings ars at Manatts

WO




new varied gratn pine will be laid,

A single steel reinforcement beam has been installed
under the floor of the parlor and dining room.
Another beam will be added under the fimst story
floor of the addition.

In the next few weeks, masonry repair and replace-
ment of damaged support walls in the cellar will
begin. Additional work in the upstairs area will
include laying the remilled pine over plywood
sublooring in the dining room and the second story
areas, The floor in the main hall will be repaired and
resanded and refinished. Where the air conditioning
vents in the parlor were removed, new lumber will be
uscd to patch the resulting holes. The ceiling in the
first floor of thc addition will be replaced. Target
dates for completion ol the interior restoration and
repairs arc not yet determined. Exterior brick repairs
will begin late in the Spring - once the danger of
frost has receded,

The Facility Manager, Susan Wolle, has been
recording the entire process on film. She will have
prints of these pictures available for your perusal at
the March 13, 1993 meeting, Dusty Rhoads is adding
to our reference colleetion with respect to the
Mansion by taking video tapes of the work as it
progresses.

Other Activities at Marietta - While the Mansion has
been closed for restoration, Susan Wolfe has been
working with Susan Pearl of the Prince George’s
County Historic Preservation Commission staff, to
finalize the application for Marietta to be entered
onto the National Register of Historic Places,
Although the Mansion is protected under the Prince
George’s County Historic Sites and Dislricts Plan as
amended, inclusion in the National Register is
another important step in ensuring Marietta’s histori-
cal integrity for posterity.

Volunteers Rita Sue Miller, Myma Combs, Edith
Bagot and Renate Ryan did an excellent job
completing the tedious task of inventorying the Gift
Shop and getting it ready to reopen fer The

Historical Socicty mecting on March 13, It will
remain open in Judge Duval’s Law Office on
Saturdays throughout the Spring.

The House Committec has decided not to sponsor
any activity at the Mansion before Christmas of
1993, when the Christmas Candlelight Tours will
again take place. Thus, the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party
will not be held this year. There will be things to do,
however -- after the restoration is complete, lhe
Mansion will need substantial redccorating and the
furnishings will have to be brought back so we can
be ready to again receive public visitors, If you are
interested in helping with any of that work, please
contact Dusty Rhoads or Susan Wolfe at 301-
464-5291.

HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN?

Treasurer Jack Bourne notes that he will be mailing
second requests for renewal membership to those
members who have nol responded by March 1. The
Society's By Laws require that we drop from the
Society's Membership Rolls any member whose dues
are in arrears as of April . Your continued support
through vour membership dues is critical to our
continuedl success in this the fifth decade of our
existence, Please renew now and pleasc give strong
consideration fo a Life Membership - which can be
secured through a one-lime contribution of $200.

WELCOME

New Member

Joyce D. Messer

New Life Members

Lester and Sharon Sweeting

Margaret Marshall

——




WOMEN AND THE LAW IN
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

In light of the two reoent nominations (and one near
nomination) of a woman as Attorney General ol the
United States, it seems appropriale to recount the
travails of a ‘lady lawyer® who challenged the Prince
George's County Court system 125 years ago. Belva
Ann Lockwood was a lawyer who had gained
admission to argue before the District of Columbia
Supreme Court in 1872, but only after the interces-
ston of President Ulysses S, Grant. Some years later,
Ms. Lockwood decided to test the legal waters in
near-by Prince George's County, A friend of Ms
Lockwood, Allen Clarke, recounted her adventure in
an article appearing in volume 35-36 of the Records
of _the District of Columbia Historical Socicty in
1933,

Mr. Clarke remembered:

"It was in the fall of 1878 that Mms, Lockwood went
to Upper Marlboro, Prince George's County, Mary
land to hear the fate of an application made a week
previously to practice in Maryland. [ accompanied
her, The court denjed the application. He [Judge
Magruder] said in his elaboration that in the statutes
of the states the pronouns were masculine and never
feminine; that her place was in the home to wait
upon the husband and the children. The court made
no allowance that there might not be either husband
or children. Mrs. Lockwood requested the privilege
of speaking in the court room during the noon recess.
The court granted the request hbut had the entrance
locked. As silly as was the decision so contemptible
was this act. Upon the porch near the court room she

addressed the curious crowd. She mentioned the'®

non-cmployment of single women and that she was a
widow who had survived two husbands, had reared
two families. She illustrated by stating that in the
state of New York following the Civil War were
10,000 additional widows and to her inquiry “What
are 1o beeome of them?' a man in a happy state of
inebriation promiptly exclaimed he could take three or
four of them. . . ."’

Mrs. Lockwood, undeterred by Judge Magrudet™s

declaration of 4 woman's place, went on in 1879 to
become the first woman to win the right to argue
before the United Stales Supreme Court. Allen
Clarke owned a portion of ‘‘Beall’s Pleasure.”” a
tract near Landover, which he sold in 1884 to
Amanda Best. Mrs. Best was also a friend of Belva
Lockwood, and so it was that, in September 1884,
Mrs. Lockwood rode by train to Wilson Station in
Landover; with an cntourage of followers and
reporters, she walked up the hill to Mrs. Best’s farm
house and theve announced her acceptance of the
Equal Right's Party nomination for the office of
President of the United States.

Prince George’s Court records reveal that in the fall
of 1978 Franklin Roberts, Frederick Sasscer, Jr..
Joseph A. Wilson, John Johnson and Joshua Clark,
Sr. applied for and were admitted to practice law in
Prince George’s County, Apparently in 1878 applica-
tions such as My, Lockwood's were judged too
frivolous to deserve entry into the records of Prince
George™s County,

Joyce McDonakd




SPRING LECTURE SERI1ES

The Society, in conjunction with the Prince George's
Community College, is pleased to announce its
Spring Lecture Series, Four lectures, discussed
individually below, will take place at wvarious
locations. The fee for each lecture is $12 ($10 for
members of the Prince George's Historical Society).
A series ticket may be purchased for 536 (8§30 for
members of the Society), To make a reservation or
purchase a series ticket, please contact Susan Woife
at the Society at 301-464-5291. The following
lectures, each beginning at 6:30PM, will he presen-
ted:

March 25 < “'Women of the Alrways'" - 6:30 PM at the
College Park Alrport Muscum. Doris Rich s
the author of Amelia Eathart A Biography; a
soon-to-he published book on Bessic Cokeman,
the first aviatrix of African-American desceat;
and & i member of the Authors Guild and the
Society of Women Geegraphers. This lecture
celebmutes Women's History Monch.

- “Restoring the Watersheds™ - G:30PM at
Marictta Mansion in Gleon Dale, Robent
Boope i the [ixecutive Director of the
Anavostia Watershed Society and is active in
cfforts to restore this important and historical
body of witer to & former spleador.

Apeil 15 - “*Addison Chapel: Its History and Involve-
meat in the Commumity’ - 6:30 PM at
Addison Chapel, located on Addison Road and
Grieg Street in Fammont Heights/Seat Pleasant.
Doris Hoover is the Chainman of the Addison
Chapel Foumdation, which s charged with the
care and upkeep of the Chapel and cemetery,
Druscilla Null is Chalrman of the Prince
Gieorge's County Historical and Cultural Trist
which awns the Chapel.

Apell 22 - ““The Lincoln Conspiracy - A Never Ending
Dranw’' - 6:30 PM at Marictta Mansion m
Glenn Dale. Michasl Kauffman has been
githering original source material sinve 1971
from  families descended from the figures
involved i or vonnected 10 the conspiracy and
is currently indexing the documeniation. The
corc B stuctured around the Suspects File
consisting of 11,000 pages of matecial,

Aprl 1

FROM THE BOOKSHELF

Rescarch is Fun! Imagine this librarian's fluttcring
heart at being asked to sit the Society's Frederick S.
DeMarr Library while Fred and Dusty Rhoads were
otherwise engaged at the Society Board meeting.
Four {4) glorious hours of quiet (nevermind the
vacuum cleaner overhcad), undisturbed poking
around while working on various projects ol personal
interest. (Or, As Fred described me - ‘happier thah a
pig in slop’ - one of George Benedict Calvert's pigs |
presume). Now, imagine my surprise when actual
patrons started showing up - asking questions aboul
telegraphy in Prince George’s as compared to Calverl
Coounty: aboul the Digges family; various schools in
Camp Springs; about Beltsville (looking at relatives
in old yearbooks); and about education of black
children in the County. Well, needless to say, these
questions cul into my research time and the quality
{or continuity) of both Fred and Dusty’s participation
in the Board Meeting!

My particular research project du jour was piqued by
a coursc offered by the University of Maryland’s
Graduate Certificate Program in Historic Preserva-
tion. Courses on Documenting the Historic Environ-
ment begin with a semester of dealing with and
developing architectural drawings of 2 property, The
second semester teaches students the skills necessary
to tesearch and document a particular historic site or
structure. These unique courses are supperted by a
grant from the Historic American Buildings Survey/
Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/
HAER) of the National Park Service. Discussion of




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March

3rd

9th

13 th

4th thru May 20
20th
23rd
251th

30 th

EVENT

Prince George’s County Genealogical Society Meeting - Publishing
Your Family History, Catherine M. Rhoads, lecturer, Greenbelt Public
Library, 7:00 PM.

Prince George's Genealopical Society Lecture Serics begins - Hyattsville
Public Library, 6530 Adelphi Road, 7-9PM. Call Diana Hale -
30)1-249-8640 for information and reservations.

PGCHS Board Meeting, Matietta, l0OAM

PGCHS Membership Meeting, DeMarr Library, Marielta, 2PM,
Burt Kummerow, St. Mary’s City and The Coffins.

Murder at Ford’s Theater (special exhibit related o the Lincoln
assassination) Surratt House Museum, Clinton, Thurs - Fri, 11AM to
IPM: Sat - Sun, 12N to 4PM, admission, contact 301-868-1121.

PGCHS Board Meeting - Saint George’s Day Awards, 10 AM,
Marietta

Peerless Rockville Program, “Toxic Archaeology: Cultural Resources
and Hazardous Materials,” Red Brick Courthouse, Rockville, 7:30 PM,
contact 301-762-0096 for details.

PGCHS Spring Lecturc Seties begins - Doris Rich lecturcs on
Women in Aviation. College Park Airport Museum, 6:30 PM,
Contact Society at 301-464-0590 for details.

University of Maryland Architecture Lecturc Series: Jerry L. Rogers on
“National Park Service: Future Directions in Historic Preservation”™ 2203
Art-Sociology Building, 7:30 PM



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April

1 st

15th

22 nd

251th

EVENT

PGCHS Spring Lecture Series - "Restoring Ancient Watersheds™,
by Robert Boone, 6:30 PM at Marictta.

PGCHS Spring Lecture Scrics - "Addison Chapel: Its History and
Involvement in the Community,” At Addison Chapel, Addison
Road at Grieg Street, Fairmont Heights, 6:30 PM.

PGCHS Spring Lecturc Scrics: "The Lincoln Conspiracy - A Never
Ending Drama,” At Marietta, 6:30 PM.

PGCHS Annual St. George’s Day Awards Dinner, Marlboro Hunt
Club, 1:30 PM, Contact Sarah Bourne at the Society.




the vounse led to a search of the Holden-Sweeting
Library {named for Louis J, Holden, a bookbinder,
who built the house in 1897) for HABS/HAER's
latest publication concerning documentation -
Recording _Historic Structures, John A. Burns, ed.:
American Institute of Architects Press, Washington,
1989, Priced aL $19.95 and found in area bookstores,
this is a bargain. This volume encourages this
researcher to pursue information on the less-docu-
mented sites in the Hyattsville National Register
Historic District as outlined initially in the *‘Pre-
liminary Amendment to the Prince George’s County
Historic Sites and Districts Plan™. (MNCP&PC,
December 1990), One property listed in Appendix L,
numbered 68-10-30, was referred to as ““Wing
Rest.”” What an interesting name - What is its
derivation? T then consulted Hyatusville - Qur
Hometown, 1886 - 1986, published to cclehrate “*100
Years of Life, Growth and Service in Prince
George’s Counly, Maryland." On page 44 we find a
chart of old street names - before August 11, 1941
{when MNCP&PC changed all of the street names in
Hyattsyille to conform with the surrounding arca) -
listing “*Wingrest Avenue™ (now Dccatur Street).
[The change of names for streets that had been laid
oul and named over 70 vears before was described as
follows: **On August 11, 1941, the county changed
the street names, The old names would he remem-
bered for many years. Even after the War, some
residents would continue to call ih a fire giving the
old streel hame and house number,™)

This information led me to early copies (1935 -
1945} of the Hyausville Independent, which I found
aL the Socicty's Frederick S. DeMarr Library. What a
joy to read and leamn about early Hyattsvillans (such
as C. C. Hyaut and Charles Welsh) in such eloguently
presented vignettes, And, there on February 12th (a
birthday shared by Lincoln and my husband). 1937,
was an obitwary for Sara B. Ralston, who was
mattied to the celebrated international lawyer, Jack-
son Ralston. Jackson Ralston was the general counsel

for a number of yeats for the American Federation of
Labor, Ralston personally represented Samuel Gom-
pers “‘and others in famous contempt proceedings."
“*He played a prominent part in the early history of
Hyattsville, having called a meeting in 1886 (o frame
a town charter . . . he was at one time president of
the old First National Bank of Hyattsville' and he
lived on Wingrest near Wine Avenue,

My research efforts scem to lead me in ever
diminishing circles. It will probably be a long time
before | am asked to library-sit again,

Sharon Howe Swesaling

....:_." = N .. . y
FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

— e - L

First, let me again apolopize for the crrata in last
month’s News and Notes. We have ostablished a
potential means of better review of copy before it
goes o print, and | hope (hat those errors will be
fewer in future.

I was privileged to join the rest of the Boatd of
Directors earlier this month to discuss various
concerns trelaling to the current and future direction
of the Society, and I can say to the Membership that
you are indeed fortunate 10 have such a dedicated
group of leaders, Among the topics discussed,
beyond the normal review of finances and facilities,
were the Society’s necd to attract additional docents
for Marietta - when the restoration effort is comple-
ted and the public tours recommence, the training
and recognition that docents and other volunteers
should receive, the calendar of evenls for the next
year, and the effort to bring to realization the



Heritage Center in time for the 1996 Tri-Centennial
of the erection of Prince George's County. Other
outreach efforts such as a possible reprinting of
certain books (the 1898 Map and another children’s
book A British Spy in Bladcnsburg) were mentioned.
Several developing projects were also discussed. The
first is the ‘“I'runks'’ project being coordinated by
Jane Eagan and Joyce McDonald with assistance
from Susan Wolfe and Florence and Stephen Riede-
sel. This is a school-based project whereby certain
everyday ilems in use in residences in the County in
the 18th Century would be collected and placed in
travelling trunks for delivery to teachers of local and
state history. Teachers would be able to conduct
meaningful, hands-on classes for their students,

Speaking of students, as our ‘'From the Bookshel™

contributor, Sharon Howe Swecting, leamed first

hand while subbing for Fred DeMarr at the Library,

the students of scveral schools are deeply involved in

projects for the Skarda Awards. The Socicty’s

sponsorship of these activities is led by Jim Wolfe

and Cheryl Adams. The Awards will be presented at

the Society's meeting in June,

While we are on the subject, may I suggest that you

mark vour long term calendars now for the following

Society events:

March 13 Soviety General Mecting -
Speaker - Burt Kummerow.,

March 18 Tast Day o submit recommendations for the
St, George's Day Avwards,

March 20 Board Mecting - Topic - St, George's Day
Award Decisions,

March 25 Spring Lectuce # 1, College Park Alrport

April 1 Spring Lecture # 2, Murietta

April 15 Spring Lecturs # 3, Addisen Chapel

April 22 Spring Lecture # 4, Marictta

Apell 25 5t. George's Day Awards Dinner

May 9 Soviety General Mecting -
the Congress'”

May 201istoric Preservation Reception - Vens to be
announced

June 12 Skarda Awards - Speaker from NASA on
History of the Universe - the COBE Project

St. Mary's Cliy,

“Larly Petitions to

Sept &-12 Prince George's County Fair

Scpt 18 or 25 Fall Fundraisee - Veane to be announced.

Out 9 First Society Mecting of the Fall

Oct 21 Fall Locture Serics Begins

Nov 12 Soviety Genernl Meeting & 4lst Birthday
Celebration

NDe¢ 11 Annual Christmas Party - Marietti

There will be no Spring Bus Tour. The Fall Bus Tour

will be announced when arrangements are further

along. The Candlelight Tours of Marietta will be held

in December, as usual, and we expect to have other
events after the reopening as well,

ST, GEORGE'S DAY AWARDS
NOMIN-ATIONS BEING
SOUGHT

The Society’s Board of Dircctors would like to have
input with respect to deserving citizens or institutions
{groups, companies, or organizations) that should be
considered for a S$t. George's Day Award. The
nomination forms may be secured from the Society
by calling 464-5291. Completed nominations are dug
no later than March 18, This is your chance to scc
that those vou know are involved in the preservation
and dissemination of our Counly’s history are
properly recognized for their efforts. Thank you for
vour suggestions. The awards will be presented at the
St. George’s Day dinner on April 25. Tickets for the
dinner may also be ordered through the Sociery and
we look forward to secing you there.

The Hditor would like to remind readers that
subnﬁ;sswns for the March F‘.dmoq of News and
NOtes are due no later th.m :

nancﬂ 15 1993

your bubmxssions. letters, comments and advice are
welcome!
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Prince George's County
Historical Society, 1nc

Publications Order List

e
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| Prince George's County: A Pictorial History
by Alan Virta $29.95 plus tax $1.50 plus $2.00
s&h

| Calvert of Maryland $6.95 (tax incl) plus
50.55 s&h.

| Atlas of Prince George’s County $5.00 plus
$00.25 tax, plus S0.50 s&h

— Chesapeake Bay of Yore $25.00 plus tax
$1.25 plus $1.00 s&h

| Lanham Centennial $4.00 plus 1ax $0.20 plus
$0.55 s&h

___ Berwyn Heights $3.00 plus tax $0.15 plus
$0.35 s&h

. Gabriel Duvall Biography $1.00 plus tax
$0.05 plus $0.35 s&h

| Fire Call $5.00 plus tax $3.25 plus $1.00 s&h

| Hislory of Beltsville $4.00 plus tax $0.20
plus $0.55 s&h

—g

Please forward the ahove checked publications.
‘ull payment (Payable to PGCHS) enclosed,

ame
Address
City

Daytime 'l'elephone B -

. State____Zip

Thank vou fer your order,

—

|

Prince George's County
Historical Society

Aanual Membership Application
Dale:
Name:
Adarass; '
City, Stam, Zip:
Telephoae - Mame:
Business:

Please indicate Whethar This is 2 New Membership or a
Renewsal:

. New ____ Renawal
Chack Balow The Catagory You Select

T FulkTime Student $ 10.00
CJ Member 20.00
(] tHe Member 200.00
{J Susinng 50.00
c Adoaifional Contrbutan $

1 1am o inmrestad in helping the Soclety as a

“elunieer. Pigasa contact me regarding volunieer
OpPPOruNites.

I would aiso Tke ty jom the Maryland Hislorical Soclaty,
| am enclosing $25.00 far an individual mambership or
§35.00 for husband and wite.

Qur aperating suppon comes from your dues and
toniricutions. Al conwribusons are tax deduciiie,
Wea apgraciae your suppan,

Make your check payabie © PACHS
Mail check and form to:
Pnnce George's County Hiswrical Society
Post Offics Box 14
Riverdale, MD 20738-0014
301/464-0590




Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 124 PM
Gitt Shop: Saturdays 12-4 PM and
during Special Events Special Holiday
Hours Beginning Nevember 14
Marietta Tours - Suspended During
Renovation

Information - (301) 464-0590

The Gift Shop

features a tasteful collection of handcrafted
{teme for homes and gift-giving, toys and
games for chiidren, small antiques, Histori-
cal Scciety publications and souvenirs of
historic Marietta

Location of the Society

The Society is located at Marietta, 5625 Bell Station Road in
Clenn Dale, Maryland, off Routs 193 near Route 450. This is
a facility of the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission,

202
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St. George's Day Awards - Twentieth Anniversary

The St. George's Day Awards will be made at the Society’s St.
George's Day Dinner on Sunday, April 25, 1993, at the Marlborough
Hunt Club in Upper Marlboro. Invitations for the dinner have been
mailed and you are encouraged to return your reservation to Sarah
Bourne as soon as possible. Seating for this popular event is limited.
As this is the twentieth time the Awards will be presented, it is
appropriate that we review Lhe criteria for the Awards. The St
George's Day Awards were established by the Prince George’s
County Historical Society to honor individuals and organizations that
have made a significant contribution to the preservation of Prince
George’s County’s heritage. Honorees:

1. Need not be a County resident or County-based organization.

2. Activity for which honored must pertain to Prince George's County.

3. Will not be repeated.

4. Will not be announced in advance of presentation.

5. Awards will be presented at the annual St. George's Day dinner held
by the Society on the Sunday closest to April 23rd.

6. Awards will be determined by a committéee composed of the Society's
Board of Directors plus 3 Society members at large (elected or appointed
by the Society President).

ITMPORTANT DATES IN APR1L

April 1, 1993 - Spring Lecture: Restoring Ancient Waterways, 6:30 PM at Marietta
April 15, 1993 - Spring Lecture: Addison Chapsl History, 6:30 PM at Addison Chapel

Aprll 17, 1993 - Board Meeting, 10:00 AM at Marietta
April 22, 1993 - Spring Lecture: "The Lincoln Conspiracy - A Never Ending Drama,” 6:30 PM at

Marietta




7. Spacilic activity maans one that has accurad over &
period of fima. | A spacilic project is the basis for the
Award, the activity must have bean compialad. (For
axample, an award basad an a publication could be made
only after publication af the item.)

8. Thars are a limited number of awards each year. An
average of 7 awards have boen given over the years
(although more were made in the early years - 1o calch up
an naeded racognition.)

9. ™e Award recipient must be living, unkess the
Committee had voted on the award and death intervened
batore thae preseniation.

Thare are fve specific categones in which an Awanl (or
Awards) can ba mads. These are Preservation
(generally given due % aclivibes to preserve a specific
historic site ar area); Publicalions/Research; Friends of
Preservation; Celebrations and Commemorations; and
“Workers in the Vinyard.” Pleass noke that an award need
not be made in each cawgory.

Each of these awards is highly prized by the recipents. We
wil provide information on the 1982 Honoreas in the next
edition of News and Noies.

URGENT - URGENT

Treasurer Jack Bourne has an urgent message
for Members of the Society.

"Second Reguest’ dues invoices ware maled to 88
mambers on March 20. Support your Saciety's goals and
tha voluneer efforts of your fellow members by paying
delinquant dues NOW! Con't be on the list in next manih's
News and Notes - which will show those members who
have been dropped from membership for non-payment of
dues, In accordance with the by-laws of the Society,

YOUR EDITOR REMINDS THAT SUBMISSIONS FOf
INCLUSION IN THE APRIL 1988 ! !
MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 15, 1983. .YOU

SO REMINDED THAT THIS IS INCOME TAX DU
DAY, THANKS - LES SWEETING

FROM THE BOCKSHELF Q

Ever notice that when you become acquainted
with a new word or phrasc or concept, it
suddently appears everywhere? An introduc-
lion to two new courses in the University of
Maryland’s Preservation Program, served as
just such an impetus. Sponsored by the
Historic American Building Survey, the
courses leach students the principles involved
in the illustrative (measured drawings) and
the written documention (land records and
title searches) of historic properties. As if on
cue, and while still cogitating on the docu-
mentation and identification of not-so-historic
propertics, the Thursday, February 25, 1993,
edition of the New York limes featured an
article on reprints, many of them by Dover
publications, of what are frequently called
pattern  books. Most of these titles, like
Andrew Jackson Downing's (Victonan Col-
tage Residences, 1981, Dover) and Shoppell’s
{Turn-of-the-Century  Houscs, Cottages and
Yillas, 1983, Dover), feature homes of the
latc ningteenth century. And being a true
bibliophile, T set about acquiring (in competi-
tion with our Hyattsyille Historian Becky
Livingston) these publications, Superb local




sources for this type of publication, in
addition to the University of Maryland’s
Book Exchange, are the Washington, D.C.
bookstores located at the National Building
Museum, the National Gallery of Art and the
National Museum of American History. In the
frenzy of acquistion, 1 discovered still more
reprints to assist the layman in identifying
many blocks of 20th centwry bungalows and
maodest dwellings so well represented in the
neighbourhoods of Prince George's County,
To aid in the research and documentation of
our local communitics, I recommend the
following;

Authentic Small Houses of tha Twenties”, 1987, Dover;
Classic Houses of the Tweanties, 1992, Dover,

500 Small Houses of ihe Twenties, 1990 Dover;

Homes & Interlocs af the 1920°s, Morgan, 1987, and,

117 House Designs of the Twenlips, Dover. 1992,

Happy searching! m

Bladensburg Colonial Dance

Classes

The Port of Bladensburg Heritage Dancers are
hosting dance classes to be held every other
Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm. at the
Bladensburg Town Hall. Classes began on
March 17, 1993 under the aegis of the Living
History Foundation. While the classes are
[ree, membership in the Living History
Foundation, at a cost of $12 per year per
household, is a prerequisile. Applications are
available at the classes. Colonial dancing is
‘very much like square dancing, only elo-
quent.” Tt is lots of fun and does nol require
much dancing skill. Beginners are encouraged
to join. For further information, please contact
Donna Godfrey at 301-864-4820.

Marietta - Facility Manager's
Report

The Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission, History Division, is
sponsoring a five day Spring break camp
beginning Wednesday, April 7. The fifteen
students, under the direction of Valerie Smith,
will spend most of cach day out of doors.

On April 12, the Glenn Dale Recreation
Council will hold its annual Easter Egg Hunt
at Marietta.

Susan Pearl and Susan Wolfe are finalizing
the draft of the National Register Of Historic
Places Nomination forms for Marietta, with a
view to submission by April 1,

Don Craveling, History Division archaeolo-
gist, David Duvall (representing the Duvall




Society) and Susan Wolfe met on March 9 to
discuss the plans for the completion of the
Duvall cemetery project. The remains of
those family members buried at Marictta will
be relocated. Those remains that are not
readily indentifiable will remain buried in
current lecations. The remains of Jane Duvall
will be reinterred at the site. Application to
the State's Attommeys office will be the next
step in this process.

While the floors in the dining room and west
bedroom have been completed, further work
remains on the living room floor and on those
in the second floor hall and the east bedroom.
The last of the three steel beams has been
installed in the basement ceiling of the
addition. Support walls have heen replaced.
Subsurface drainage lines are now being dug.

‘Ihe History Division is discussing proposals
of a local Living History group that Marietta
be used as a regular place for reenactments.
These players encamp at several siles in
Pennsylvamia and Virginia and are interested
in a Maryland site. I a trial is successtul,
Marietta might be one of the more permanent
bases for Lhese groups. To effect this, a
formal site policy will be needed and one is
being drafled. A two day initial cvent is being
planned for the week end of July 17-18, 1993,
Living History events of this nature could
produce additional income for the benefit of
the Marictta restoration fund.

Robey- Roby- Robie

The Robey-Roby-Robie family will meet in
Charles County in August 1993, First cousins
William G. “Bill"" Robey and Joy Robey
Klingaman never spent much time together
growing up. In fact, they hardly saw each
other except al family weddings or funerals
before a year or so ago. Them, Bill, a
semi-retired widower, had gotten interested in
using one of his aduit son’s computer to
develop a Robey family geneology to mark
the birth of his first grandchild. Bill remcm-
bered that his Aunt Eleanor (the late Eleanor
G. Robey of White Plains, Maryland, who
died in October 1989) and her daughter Joy
had done considerable research on the clan.
He got hold of a footlocker filled with
Eleanor’s notes and started spending a lot of
time on the telephone with Joy. That led o
the two cousins getting together to share
information and to attend reunions held by
scattered branches of the family, onc near
Clarksburg, West Virginia, and one at Bull
Run Park, Fairfax, Virginia, in the summer
and fall of 1992,

Now Bill and Joy plan 1o stage a large scale
reunion for all Robeys, Robys, Robies (no
matter how the name is spelled, all seem to
be distantly related and apparently traceable
to common early roots, most notably those in
and around Castle Donington, Leicestershire,
England, near Nottingham and Sherwood




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

— S —
April Event
I st PGCHS Spring Lecture Serles - "Restoring Ancient Watersheds®, by Robert
Boone, 6:30 PM al Marietla,
7th PGCGenealogical Society Meeting, Greenbslt Library, 7:00 PM
15 th PGCHS Spring Lecture Series - * Addison Chapel: Its History and
Involvemant in the Community,” Doris Haover, At Addison Chapel, Addison
Road and grieg Stresl, Falrmoni Hexghts, 6:30 PM,
17 th PGCHS Board Meeting, 10:00 AM at Marietta.
22nd PGCHS Spring Lecture Series, "The Lincoln Conspiracy--A Never Ending
Crama,” Michae! Kaufiman, 6:30 PM at Marietta.
24 th "Christmas in April® Volunteer Day - various sites in Prince Gearge’s County.
301-868-0937
St. George's Day Awards Presentation and Dinner, Marlborough Hunt Club,
ot Upper Marlboro, 1:30 PM - Contact Sarah Bourne at the Society.
May
2nd Takoma Park House and Garden Tour, 1:00 to 5:00 PM, contact 301-
589-3585
5 th PGCGensalogical Saciety Meeting, 7:00 PM, Greenbeht Library
12 th Annual Preservation Reception, Newtan White Mansion, 6:30 PM, Contact
Sandy Cross at M-NCPPC Historic Preservation Officg, Upper Marlbaro.
15th PGCHS Board Meeting, 10:00 AM at Marietia
15 1h PGCHS General Meseting, Mr. Smock, Historian of the House of Represenia-
tives, 2:00 PM at Marietta,
16 th Historic Hyaftsville House Tour, 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM, contact 301-827-4514




Forest) [ed note Was it, perhaps, Robey
Hood?|. The reunion will be held in Charles
County, where the immigrant John Robey is
documented as a land owner in 1652,

Modern Robeys in West Virginia, Kentucky,
New England and other parts of the Country
have already expressed interest in attending
this Robey Reunion, scheduled for August 10
through 12 in Waldorf, Charles County,
Maryland. Anyone who would like to help
with the organization of this event or who can
provide information om the Robey, Roby,
Robie family members or the history of the
family is invited and encouraged to call Joy
in Germantown. (301-540-8231) or Bill in
Oxon Hill (301-567-0440). For those on
Computers, Bill can also be reached through
PRODIGY - ID DFHY 58 B. or through
COMPUSERVE at 724(X),463.

Tricentennial Planning Group

Your Society Board of Directors, al our
March 20 (delayed) meeting agreed that the
Prince George's Ilistorical Society should
take the lead in ensuring that a Tricentennial
Commission is established and pledge
resources to the Commission as soon as it is
organized. At a meeting March 3, 1993,
chaired by our Vice President, John Mitchell,
several options were explored and it was
decided that a separate charitable corporation
should be formed for this purpose so that they
could solicit contributions and ensure that the
Tricentennial is celebrated in an appropriate
and effective manner, If this effort is to be
successful by 1996, the time for action is now
and we will take the lead. While much has

been said about having a Heritage Center in
place by the Tricentennial, and one of the
options that remains viable is to do just that,
the Celebration of our County's 300th Birth-
day deserves excellent citizen based planning
and exccution. We believe that this is a viable
and effective approach. The next meeting will
be on March 29, 1993 at 7:00 at Marietta, All
interested parties, whether Society members
or not, are cordially invited to get involved.

House Historian to Speak to
Society

As you know, the St. George's Day Dinner
replaces the regular Society meeting in April.
The next Society General Meeting will be
held at Marietta at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday,
May 15. Ray Smock, Historian of the United
States House of Representatives, will be
featured as the guest speaker. Ray will
discuss the history of personal petitions to the
Congress in the early days of the Republic.
One tidbit - since the District of Columbia
was not scll-governing, a petition for divorce
had to be handled by an Act of Congress,
making the petition process one of political as
well as social interest. Please join us for what
promiscs to be a fascinating lecture.

L




The Bladensburg Heritage Dancers

~ Presents ~

INSTRUCTIONS in COLONIAL DANCE
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at 7:30
(Bi-Weekly)
Bladensburg Town Hall

p.m.

~  Classes will begin on Wednesday, March 17th ~

~ No Tuition ~

To join the class, you must be a member of the Living History

Foundation. The membership fee is $12.00 per year per household.
Applications will be accepted at the Dance Classes.

~ For Information Call Donna at 864-4820




Prince George' s County
Historical Society

IPublicalions Order 1ist

__ Prince George's County: A Pictonial History, by Alan
Virta $29.95 plus 1ax $1.50 plus $2.00 s& h

__ Qalver! of Maryland $6.95 {tax incly plus 80.55 s&h

| Atlas of Princa George's County $5.00 plus $0.25
1ax, plus $0.50 s&h

| Chasapeake Bay of Yore $25.00 plus tax §1.25 plusl
51.00 s&h

_ Lanham Cenennial $4.00 plus tax $0.20 plus $0.55

F&h
___ Benwyn Heights $3.00 plus tax $0.15 plus $0.35
s&h

... Gabrial Duvall Biography $1.00 plus tax $0.05 plug
150.35 s&h

__ Eira Call S5.00 plus tax $0.25 pius $1.00 s&h

___ History of Beltsvills $4.00 plus tax $0.20 plus $0.55
s&h

Please forward the above checked publications.  Full
payment (Payable to PGCHS) enclosed.

Name
Address
City ) .State___ ZIP

Daytime Tel. ___- -

The Society Thanks You For Your Order

|

T e

i

i

Prince George's County Historical Saciety

Addrass
City, State, Zip

akphone - Home

Business

Plaase indicate whether this is 8 New Membership or a
Renewal:

New _ Renewal

heck below for Category You Wish

Full Time Student $10.00

Member 20.00

Liie Member 200.00
Sustalning 50.00
Additional Contribution Enclosed $

| am also Interested in helping the Sociely as =
volunieer.  Please conlact me regarding voluntee
cpportunities.

I would also like 1o join the Maryland Historica
Society. | am enclosing $25.00 for an Individus
mambership or $35.00 for husband and wife.

.
%ur operating support comes from your dues

and contributions.  All contributions quality ¢
tax deduction. We appreciate your continue
supparL

Make Checks Payable to PGCHS and Mail Chec
and Application Form to:

Prince George's County Hislorical Society
Post Office Box 14
Riverdale, MD 20738-0014




Hours of Operation Location of the Society

Liorary: Saturdays 12 - 4 P.M. The Society is located at Marietta, 5625 Bell Statio
Road in Glann Dale, Maryland, off Roule 193 ne

Route 450, This is a facility of the Maryland-Nationa
Capital Park and Planning Commission,

Gift Shop: Sawrdays 12 - 4 PM and during Specia
Events,

Mariatta Tours - Suspended Ounng Restoration
Information - (301) 464-0530

The Gift Shop

Features a tasteful collection of handorsiied itemns fo
homes and gifl-glving, toys and games for children
‘ small antiques, Historical Society publications an
souvanirs of Hisforic Marietia.

US. Postage

Prince George's County Historical Society aEll
ost Office Box 14 Ruerdale MD
Penmil No 15498

[Riverdale, Maryland 20738-0014

Dated Material
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St. George's Day Awards - Twentieth Anniversary
The St. George’s Day Awards were made at the Society’s SL

'George's Day Dinner on Sunday, April 25, 1993, at the Marlborough

Hunt Club in Upper Marlboro. A capacity crowd attended to honor
the award winners, who included the following:

Henry Contee Bowie Clagett of Weston

Michael and Deborah Franklin of Hyattsville
Doris Hoover and the Addison Chapel Foundation
Melinda Alter and Arthur Garroway ol Mt. Ranier
The Town of Bladensburg

The Columbian Harmony Society of Washington
The Huntington Heritage Society of Bowie
URGENT - URGENT

Treasurer Jack Boume has an urgent message for Dues Delinquent-
Mcembers of the Society. Support your Socicty's goals and the
volunteer efforts of your fellow members by paying delinquent dues

NOW! Look at the mailing label on this issue. If the year 92 is

circled in red, your dues are in arrears and this is the final issue ol
News and Notes that you will receive. Please pay your dues today!

IMPORTANT DATES IN MAY

May 8, 1993 - Board Meeting, 10:00 AM at Marietta
May 8, 1993 - Voluntesr Masting, 12:30 PM at Marielta, bring your calendars

May 8, 1993 -Society Meseting, Ray Smock, Historian House of Representatives, 2:00 PM a
Marietta

May 12, 1993 - Historic Preservation Month Reception, Newton White Mansion, 5:00 PM




May 8 Meeting to Feature House
of Representatives Historian

The monthly meeting of the Society will bg held
at 2:00PM on May 8 (not May 15 as reported in
last month's News and Notes - will the Editor
ever figure out when the second Saturday of the
Month is? The lecturer will be Raymond Smock,
Historian of the United States House of Repre-
sentatives. Ray, a longtime resident of Prince
George’s County, will address early petitions 1o
the United States Congress. This promises to be
interesting and informative. Ray Smock was a
fellow student in graduate school with Society
President Joyce McDonald, and has been House
Historian for a number of years.

An Opportunity Missed by Many

On Thursday, March 25th, at the College Park
Airport, the Society's spring lecture series
opened with a disappointingly small audience.
The speaker for the evening was Doris Rich, a
prolific writer and world traveller. Ms. Rich has
published a biography of Amelia Earhart and is
completing a new book ahbout Bessie Coleman.
Nearly everyone has heard of the exploits of
Amelia Earhart and the important role that she
played in the early years of aviation, but few
recognize Bessie Coleman's name, much less
her accomplishments in aviation. These two
women made aviation history during the same
period in our history -- Amelia as the first woman
to travel across the Atlantic by air {although she
was not at the controls) and Bessie as the first
female person of color to be granted a license 10
pilot an airplans.

Ms. Rich, in an easy conversational style,
parallelled the very different, yet remarkably
similar lives of these two women as struggling
aviation pioneers. It was an evening to be
remembered with pleasure.

Saralh Boumne

Tricentennial Brainstorming
Sessions

John Mitchell, Vice President of the Society,
chaired two meetings of concerned Prince Geor-
gians from a number of organizations to discuss
how the County's 300th Birthday, coming up in
1996, might best be celebrated. The County
Executive and the County Council have been
asked to participate in this endeavor as well.
Groups represented in the two preliminary meet-
ings Include the Society, the Genealogical
Society, Prince George's Heritage, the Prince
George's Hall of Fame, the Prince George's
Historical and Cultural Trust, the History Division
and the Historic Preservation Commission of the
Maryland National Capital Parks and Planning
Commission, and a number of local groups.

Work has begun on completing the paperwork
needed to form a corporation, with non-profit
status, to coordinate the financial aspects of the
celebration. Once the ideas arising from the
preliminary sessions have been thoroughly dis-
cussed and developed, a widely circulated
request for support and participation will likely be
sent to all known clubs, civic groups, local
governments, business leagues, key county-
wide institutions (such as the Prince George’s
Community College} and slale and federal
institutions with large presence in the County.

A LOGO is being developed for use throughout
the celebration, and on commemorative items to
be licensed by the Tricentennial Commission. At




this time, it is contemplated that we would have
a significant number of local events, and a few
(perhaps as many as ten) county-wide events,
including a “Birthday Bash” at a locale such as
the Equestrian Center or the Capital Centre.

If any member of the Society (or anyone else)
wishes t0 get involved in the planning and
execution of these events, or has ideas, talents,
or hands that can be used, please let us know
by writing to the Society.

May is Histotic Preservation
Month

As you can see from the Calendar listings, May
is a busy month for the preservation community
in Prince George's County and selsewhers.
Enclosad with this edition of News and Notes is
an invitation to a reception to be held on May 12,
1993 from 5:30 PM until 8:00 PM at the Newton
White Mansion, 2708 Enterprise Road, Mitchell-
ville. While the event is free and open to the
public, reservations are required. The Society is
a co-sponsor of the event, and will have displays
on view, including the finalist entries for the 1983
Skarda Awards.

An additional feature of the Reception will be the
opportunity to purchase an autographed copy of
Landmarks of Prince George's County, Architec-
tural Photographs by Jack E. Boucher, which
was just published by the Johns Hopkins Press
in conjunction with the Historic American Build-
ings Survey. The books cost $28.85, plus tax,
and will be available at a number of bookstores,
and at the Society's gift shop, shortly. Jack
Boucher will attend the reception, however, and
this is an opportunity to acquire a personally
inscribed copy of this unique and important
work.

Other significant events in May include the
Takoma Park House Tour on May 2, the Capitol
Hill Restoration Society House Tour on May 9,

the Historic Hyattsville House Tour on Sunday,
May 16; and the Spring Conference on Parks
and Recreation, Volunteer 1l, at Montpelier
Mansion on May 20.

Marietta - Facility Manager's
Repott

The security alarm system has been repaired
and reprogrammed. The exhibit room exitf
entrance door and exhibit room motion are now
on the Library alarm. New individual code entry
numbers will be assigned to Soclety officers and
members requiring frequent access.

The restoration continues. No news on whether
we are going to be able tp proceed with
additional work. Over 300 people turned out for
the Glenn Dale Recreation Council Easter Egg
Hunt held at Marietta on April 12. The event
went very smoothly.

Clsanout of the bamboo grove is about to start.
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission Horticulture Department of
Randall Farm will assist in removal and chipping
of dead or damaged trees. Smaller 5 to 6 foot
trees are to be potted and will be for sale in May
- proceeds going to the Marietta Restoration
Account. Fifty of the larger trees will be donated
to the Bamboo Biotechnology Research, a
non-profit group, to be used for tissue culture
research, Noreide Ellis is supervising this
activity.

There will be a luncheon and planning meeting
for volunteers on Saturday, May 8 beginning at
12:30 PM. As this is a planning session, please
bring your calendars. Please be prompt, as we
are sandwiched between the Board Meeting and
the General Meeting.

OUR EDITOR REMINDS THAT SUB-
MISSIONS FOR INCLUSION IN THE
MAY 1993 NEWS AND NOTES MUST
BE RECEIVED BY MAY 15, 1983

ANK YOU - LES SWEETING '




Searching for Your Ancestors?

Our readers know that your editor try to provide
information from other groups that may be of
interest to you. Meetings of the Genealogical
Society are publicized each month. Karen D.
Miles, a Society member and President of the
Genealogical Society sent us this article, which
may be of interest.

The National Genealogical Society, headquar-
tered In Arlington, Virginia, is hosting its annual
Conference in the States at the Baltimore
Convention Center June 2 through 5, 1993. This
Conference, A Chesapeake Homecoming, is
also a celebration of the 90th anniversary of the
founding of the National Genealogical Society.

The Conference features day long sessions on
various aspects of genealogy by nationally-
known speakers. Computers, which have
become such an important part of genealogical
activities, will be highlighted in laboratories
where software demonstrations will be available.

One need not be a member of the National
Genealogical Society or of a local genealogical
group to attend the Conference. Single day
sessions can be attended, without registering for
the full four days. Advance registration and a list
of fees are available from the National Genealo-
gical Society, 4527 17th Street North, Arlington,
VA 22207-2399, or phone 703-525-0050. Lest
you think you might wait until next year, this is
the last national convention for the Society to be
held in the Washington area until 2003.

An Update on Project Lead Coffin
- Part 1

{to be reprinted In toto in two or more parts from
A Briefe Relation, A Newsletter Published by the
Friends of SL Mary’s City)

Alter nearly two years of planning, Project Lead
Coffins began on 1 October, 1992. Under the
sponsorship of Historic St. Mary's City, this
unique archaeological investigation had two
major goals: 1) Determine the Identity of the
individuals, and 2) Utilize this unigue find to
learn about life in the early Chesapeake. Co-
Directors of the Project were Drs. Henry M,
Miller and Timothy Riordan of the HSMC
Research Department. The volunteer Technical
Advisor for the Project was Mr. Mark Moore of
the Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Insti-
tute.

Before the three lead coffins could be lifted out
of the ground and examined, three major steps
had to be successfully completed.

7. Gammaray /magig - 10 gain data regarding
the construction and physical condition of the
coffins, a new imaging technique using gamma
radiation from a Cobalt 60 source was devised.

2 Air Sampiing - Due to the remote possibility
that one or more of the coffins could still contain
original air from the 1600s, a sysiem was
designed to extract uncontaminated samples
while causing no negative effect upon the
coffins. Analysis of the air samples was conduc-
ted by NASA.

3. Fiberscope inspection - To gain a preliminary
glimpse of the coffin contents, the Olympus
Corporation loaned a fibrescope and xenon light
source. Special fittings were installed to prevent
oxygen intrusion and video and photo documen-
tation was conducted.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ee———— - —
May Event

2nd Takoma Park House and Garden Tour, 1:00 1o 5:00 PM, contact 301-
589-3685

5ih PGCGenealogical Society Meeting, 7:00 PM, Greenbelt Library

gth PGCHS Board Mesating, 10:00 AM at Marietta

amn PGCHS General Meeting, Mr. Smock, Historian of the House of Representa-
tivas, 2:00 PM at Marietta.

12 Annual Praservation Reception, Newion Whits Mansion, 6:30 PM, Contact
Sandy Cross at M-NCPPC Historic Prasarvation Cifice, Upper Marlboro.

16 th
Historic Hyattsville House Tour, 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM, contact 301-827-4514

20th
Spring Conference on Parks and Recreation, Volunteer |I, Montpelier
Mansion, 5:50 w 2.00 PM

June

2nd National Genealogical Soclety Conference Opens, Ballmore Convention
Center

91th
PGCGenealogical Society Meeting, 7:.00 PM Greenbeit Library - Note date
change to second Wednesday

12th PGCHS Board Meeting, 10:00 AM, at Marielta

12th PGCHS General Meeting, Presentation of Skarda Awards, Leclure by Sarah

Moseley on the COBE Project at NASA, 2:00 PM at Marietta




The Small Coffin

Visual inspection and Gammaray imaging of this
coffin revealed that it had suffered serious
decay. Fibrescope inspection revealed a small
skull, possibly that of a child, covered by debris.
Preliminary geological data provided by Dr.
Gerald Johnson of the College of William and
Mary suggested that this coffin was buried later
than the middle and large coffins.

The Middle Coffin

While this coffin had undergons some decay and
collapse, it was hoped that it was still sealed.
However, two small holes were discovered
which were apparently attachment locations for
a handle. Gammaray images revealed a skull
lying on its side and the presence of wood still in
place along the sides of the coffin. Fibrescope
inspection confirmed the presence of the skull,
with the face lying against the south wall of the
coffin.

The Large Coffin

Visual Inspection and Gammaray Iimaging
through this coffin suggested that it had retained
a seal. The gammagrams revealed the presence
of wood and excellent data on the lead coffin's
construction,

The fiberoplic scope entered a hollow space
between the lead lid and a internal wood coffin
lid. Due to the possibility of damaging the
contents, we did not drill a second fiberscope
hole into this wooden coffin. An air sample was
drawn from the large coffin, and NASA scientists
began the difficult process of determining
whether the air was modern or ‘ancient.’

After geology and pollen samples were gathered
and non-destructive testing of the integrity of the
lead coffins was conducted by a second team of
NASA scientists, His Eminence Cardinal James
Hickey offered prayers before the disinternment

of the human remains on November 4. Now,
with the U.S. Army Reserve’s medical tent and
xray isolation pod in place, the Project was
ready to move into the drama of its final phase.

Curing the week of November 9 through 14, the
Project Lead Coffins team successfully lifted,
opened and documented the contents of each of
the coffins. There were lwo groups, a Technical
Team responsible for lifing and opening the
coffins, and a Scientific Team, responsible for
the documentation and analysis of the remains.
Wach coffin had its own story--full of secrets and
mysteries.

On Monday, November 9, a specially designed
metal cradle was inserted under the small coffin
using 30-ton aircraft jacks. With a gantry system
provided by the Patuxent River Naval Air Station,
the coffin and cradle were lifted from the burial
pit, placed on a cart and rolled into the adjacent
medical tent. The technical team, led by Mr.
Mark Moore, opened the coffin and found
decayed wood, soll and human remains.

Opening of this coffin revealed the remains of a
small child. Forensic anthropologist Douglas
Owsley of the Smithsonian Institution placed the
age at 5 to 6 months; we also believe that the
child was a girl. Soll under and on top of the
skelatel remains presented a mystery. This
would usually suggest that the individual was
reburied but the fact that the bones had not
been scattered led sclentists to believe that only
& short time could have passed between the first
and second burials.

Initial inspection of the bones indicates that this
child suffered from a variety of health problems.
Flaring of the ribs suggests scurvy or rickets
caused by a Vitamin C or D deficiency, and
evidence of anemia was also present.




PRINCE GEORGE'S HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2057 OFFICZ 80X 14
RIVERDALE. MARYLAND 20733.CC14
Mrs. Skarda has contributed a third “Log Cabin™ quilt, which shc made) as a prizc, the
proceeds ol which will benefit the Donald D. Skarda Scholarship Fund. To be included in the
drawing, to be held on June 11, 1994, please make a donation payable to the Prince George’s
Historical Society, Coupons below should also be filled in and returned to the Society at the
above address. This drawing will be made in June 1994 at the regular meeting of the Society
where the 1994 Awards will be presented. You need not be present to win. Donations in the
amount of $1 per coupon, or $5 for SIX coupons are suggested.

SKARDA AWARDS 1993-1994 SKARDA AWARDS 1993-1994
NAME NAME
 ADDRESS ADDRESS
TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
ISKARDA AWARDS 1993-1994 SKARDA AWARDS 1993-1994
NAME NAME
ADDRESS ADDRESS
 TELEPHONE TELEPHONE
SKARDA AWARDS 1993-1994 SKARDA AWARDS 1993-1994 ]
NAME NAME
ADDRESS ADDRESS
TELEPHONE TELEPHONE

.
t
g
:
H
N
N




County Exeeutive Farnis N, Glendening
The Prince George's County Planning Board
The Historic Preservation Commission
The Historical and Cultural Trist
Prince George's Heritage
Prisice Genrge's County Historical Society
Prince George's Genealogical Society

and

The Historic American Buildings Suroey
Johins Hopkins University Press

cordiaily invite you ond your guest
toa

celebration of
Historic Preservution Week,

and
the publication of

Landnarks of Frivee George's Counly

ANewton White Mansion
2708 Enterprise Rpad, Mitchellville
on

Wednesday, May 12, 1993
5:30 to 8 p.m.
6:15 g, - Program

Exhibits of Preservation Projects Light Refreshments
Historic Site Plague Presentations Book Signing

RSVP. (301)952-3520

Landmarks of Prince George's County

awvaslable for purchase at the recepsion
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FROM BELTWAY

Exit 20A - Annapulis Road (450 Eazt)

Move 1o Jeft 2 lanes and travel approsimately 4
miles f0 Enterprise Road (193 East). Tuen right,
Enterpriss Road crosses under Rt. 50, The mansion
is approximately 3 miles on your eight. There ts

a sign that reads "Enterprise Golf Course - Newton
White Mansion.®

Exit 154 - Central Avenue {214 East)
Travel approximately 2-1,/2 miles to
Enterprise Rousd (193 Waest). Turn left
and traved sppruximately 2-1/2 miles,
The mansion will be on your laft,

There is a sign that reads "Enterprise
Colf Course - Newton White Mansion,”




Prince George's County
Historical Society

Publications Order List

ftory, by Alan Virta $29.95 plus tax $1.50 plus
$2.00 s& h

| Calvert of Maryland $6.25 (tax incl) plus
$0.55 s&h

Atlas of Prince George's County $5.00

Prince George's County Histarical Saclety
Annual Membership Application

plus $0.25 tax, plus S0.50 s&h

| Chesapeake Bay of Yore $25.00 plus tax
§1.25 plus $1.00 s&h

.. Lanham Centennial $4.00 plus tax $0.20
plus S0.55 s&h

| Berwyn Heights $3.00 plus tax $0.15 plus
$0.35 s&h

| Gabriel Duvall Biography $1.00 plus tax
@0 05 plus $0.35 s&h

_____ Fire Call $5.00 plus tax $0.25 plus $1.00
s&h

| History of Beltsville $4.00 plus tax $0.2q’
plus $0.55 s&h

Please forward the above checked publica+
tions. Full payment (Payable to PGCHS)
enclosed.

Name

Addrass
City

State___ ZIP

Daytime Tel. - -

The Society Thanks You For Your Order

Business

Please indicate whether this is a New Mem
bership or a Renewal:

New Renewal
heck below for Category You Wish
Time

Sustaining

Additional Contribution Enclosed

| am also interested in helping the

Qur operaling support comes from your du%j

and contributions. Al contributions qualty for
lax deduciion. Wa appreciate your contin
support. i

ociety as a volunteer. Please contact me
regarding volunteer opportunities.

| would also like to join the Maryland
Historical Society. | am enclosing $25.00 fo
an individual membership or $35.00 for hus-
band and wife.




Hours of Operation
Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 P.M.

‘ Gift Shop: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM and during Speci
Evenis,

Marietta Tours - Suspended During Restoration
Information - (301} 464-0580

The Gift Shop

Features a tasteful collaction of handerafted items fo

homes and gift-giving, toys and games for children,
I small antiques, Historical Sociely publications and
souvenirs of Historic Marstta.

rince George's County Historical Society

ost Officc Box 14
iverdale, Maryland 20738-0014

Dated Material

Location of the Society

The Society is located at Manetta, 5625 Bell Station
Road In Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 nea
Route 450, This is a facility of the Maryland-Nationa
Capital Park and Planaing Commission,
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WASHINCTON, D&

J.E. Posage !
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Bournes Honored on St. George's Day

Last month, we listed the winners of the St. George’s Day Awards.
With some malice aforethought, we ommitted the names of two
winners, because the Socicly Board wanted the award to be a
surprise. Thanks to the dedication of each of the members of the
Board, we were successful in bringing off the coup! Sarah and
Richard Bourne were presented with their St. George’s Day Award
by Society President Joyce McDonald, and Sarah duly promised to
properly inscribe the certificate. Although 1 have been an active
member in the Society for only a short time, T have certainly become
awarc of the contribution Sarah makes to our success. Supported by
her husband, Richard, Sarah, a public school teacher, has been the
Society Secrctary for some time. She is generally the one who sees to
it that the Board meetings are productive. Her timely minules are
always complete and correct. Sarah’s letters and control of the
Society's activities keep each of us on track. Her humor and good
cheer is welcome. She and Richard are getting ready to depart on
their annual pilgrimage to England to assist David Fogle and his
studdents at Kiplin Hall. It is a tough job and someone must do it. My
spouse and T voluntcered to sub for the Bournes, but were told:
“That is alright. we'll muddle through!™

IMPORTANT DATES IN JUNE

June 12, 1983 - Board Meeting, 10:00 AM at Marietta

June 12, 1993 - Society Mesting, Sarah Moseley on the COBE Project, Presentation of Skard
Awards, 2:00 PM at Marietta




Your Editor and the rest of the Board are
proud to have had a hand in this Award,
proud to serve with Sarah (and to have Dick
by her side in all of this) and ever greatful for
their service to the Society. It is a sincere
pleasure to know both of them.

Skarda Awards Ceremony

Saturday, June 12 is the date of the next
Society general meeting. No meetings are
held in July or August. The Junc meeting is
devoted to the celebration of the Skarda
Award recipients. These children have sub-
mitted noteworthy and superior exhibits about
the histories of their schools. This year’s
submissions were quite varned in scope and
medium and will be on display at Marietta
during the meeting.

The 1993 winners, all from Bond Mill
Elementary in Laurel, are Mary Winterbottorm
for her model of the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Middle School (first prize} and (tied for
second prize) Diana Davis for her model of
Bladensburg Junior High and Christy Wat-
kins, who did a video and paper on Laurel
High School. Congratulations!

A special lecture on the Cosmic Background
Exploration Sattelite (COBE) project being
coordinated by NASA at the Goddard Space
Flight Center, will be introduced by Sarah
Moseley. Director of the Project, John
Mather, will be joined by Harvey Moseley,
who worked extensively on this effort. The
meeting will take place at the regular time of
2:00 PM, in the Library.

Tricentennial Brainstorming
Sessions

John Mitchell, Vice President of the Society, has
now chaired three meetings of concerned Prince
Georgians from a number of organizations to
discuss how the County's 300th Birthday, com-
ing up in 1996, might best be celebrated. The
County Executive and the County Council have
begun to participate in this endeavor as well,
Groups represented in the preliminary meetings
inciude the Society, the Genealogical Society,
Prince George's Heritage, the Prince George’s
Hall of Fame, the Prince George’s Historical and
Cultural Trust, the History Division and the
Historic Preservation Commission of the Mary-
land National Capital Parks and Planning Com-
mission, and a number of local groups.

Work continues on the paperwork needed lo
form a corporation, with non-prcfit status, o
coordinate the financial aspects of the celeb-
ration. Once the ideas arising from the prelimin-
ary sessions have been thoroughly discussed
and developed, a widely circulated request for
support and participation will be sent 10 all
known clubs, civic groups, local governments,
business leagues, key county-wide institutions
{(such as the Prince George’s Community Col-
lege) and state and federal institutions with large
presence in the County. The list is being
devsloped around the Prince George's Memorial
Library Systems 1200 entry Directory of Organi-
zations. As this document is updated quite
frequently, we anticipate that it will be most
useful.

A LOGO is being developed for use throughout
the celebration, and on commemorative items 10
be licensed by the Tricentennial Commission. If




any member of the Society (or anyone else)
wishes to get involved in the planning and
executlon of these events, or has ideas, talents,
or hands that can be used, please let us know
by writing to the Society.
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Supercalifragilisticexpialedocious may be
nonsensical word but it describes a no-
nonsense, essential addition to THE BOOK-
SHELF, entitled Landmarks of Prince
George’s County, Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1993, Sponsored by the Maryland-
National Capital Park and Planning Cornmis-
sion (M-NCPPC) and the Historic American
Buildings Survey/Historic American
Engincering Record (HABS/HAER), this
volume showcases the architectural photo-
eraphs of Jack E. Boucher.

Arranged chronologically, the volume pro-
gresses from the earliest Tidewater (1700-
1800), Georgian {c.1710-1800), Federal
(1780-1830), and Greek Revival (1820-60)

architectural styles to the more recent Queen
Annc (1880-1910) built structures illustrating
three hundred years of the changing land-
scape of Prince George’s County. The varicty
of buildings further demonstrates the rich and
diversified fabric of county life with examples
of homes, churches, and businesses.

Gail C. Rothrock, Preservation Coordinator,
M-NCPPC, begins with an essay entitled **A
Heritage to Preserve’ describing preservation
¢fforts beginning with a 1936 HABS docu-
mentation project through the development
and approval of the County historic prescrva-
tion master plan in 1981. The County has also
used legislation affecting land use and the
empowerment of preservation groups to con-
tinue these efforts. This volume celebrates not
only the successes, but includes properties
lost or endangered, creating, T think, a
realistic view.

Essays by historians Susan G. Pearl and
Catherine C. Lavoie, entitled **Three Hundred
Years of County History®’ and **Architecture:
From Tidewater 1o Modern’® respectively, are
complimentary pieces setting the historical
stage for the architectural development.

The final essay is entitled ‘‘Documenting A
County’s Legacy’ by Robert J. Kapsch,
Chief, Historic Amecrican Buildings Survey,

YOUR EDITOR REMINDS THAT SUBMI
SIONS FOR INCLUSION IN THE JUNE 1993
NEWS AND NOTES MUST BE RECEIVED BY!
JUNE 15, 1993. THANK YOU - LES SWEET-
ING :
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National Park Service, and describes the
beginnings of HABS and its documentation of
national, historic treasures. When a regional
documentation project was considered, Prince
George's County met the following criteria:
close to the Washington, D.C. office of
HABS: an active, experienced historic preser-
vation agency; and, a rich collection of
historic structures. **Over the next three years
HABS documented sixty-two historic struc-
tures in the county with 900 large-format (5
by 7 inches), archivally processed pholo-
graphs taken by HABS photographer Jack E.
Boucher, a thirty-year staff member whosc
work has established exceptional standards
for architectural photography nationwide."

All this verbiage brings us at last to the raison
d'etre for this splendid volume: the photo-
graphs. Where to begin and with what
adjectives to describe the incredible quality,
the absolute clarity, the attention to detail, the
variety of techniques cmployed, the sense of
tranquility portrayed, the brillance of the
photography and the skill of the photographer.
The captions and descriptions by Susan Pearl
and Catherine Lavoie further enhance the
already superior quality of the graphic design.

Before this volulme is placed UPON the
bookshelf, it should be thoroughly read,
studied and appreciated. The volume closes
with a map, a list of designated County sites,
a guide to architectural plans and styles, a
bibliography and index, and a description by
Jack E. Boucher of the photographic techni-

ques employed. In a word: supercalifragilisti-
cexpialedocious.

Lardisaka ot Fonce Geoge's Counly (8 awulabls by mail fram The Jonns
Hopkns Uriwsrsity Piess jeal lalkiree 1-800-5337-5467) for £29.55 plus shippev)
and sax. 1 ixalan awslabie oo the Mefooa’ Sulkdrg Bussum Shap, Washing:
jon, B G awd 72 Jnhvessty of Mary o Beok Excrange, Colluys Park, a5 wel

wa gekecied area boukaluras with clser minaling sty

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Ruth S. Bannister
Edward L. Bauer
Barbara Benfield A

Adelaide T. Binger i - . Sy -l
) 0,7.«_. 2 S fa
Linda M. Lacey _*J__. 7. :
Ted L. Strosser .— ¢ M
D %.\‘.L ,
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From the Gift Shop

The Gift Shop Committee is looking for the lady
in the Green Suit who visited on October 12,
1992 and purchased a pulled thread linen towel.
It seems that you forgot your purchase and we
would like to correct the error. Please call the
Society at 301-464-0530.

Volunteers Needed

The Society also needs volunteers to serve in
connection with the Civil War Re-enactment to
be held at Marietta during the Weekend of July
17-18, 1993. Please call the Society at 301-
464-0590 for futher details. Thank you




An Update on Project Lead Coffin
- Part 11

During the week of November 8 through 14, the
Project Lead Coffins team successfully lifted,
opened, and documented the contents of each
ot the coffins. There were two groups, a
Technical Team responsible for lifting and open-
ing the coffing, and a Scientific Team respon-
sible for the documentation and analysis of the
remains. Each coffin had its own story -- full of
secrets and mysteries.

On Monday, November 9, a specially designed
metal cradle was Inserted under the small coffin
using 30-ton aircraft jacks. With a gantry system
provided by the Patuxent River Naval Air Station,
lhe coffin and cradle were lifted from the burial
pit, placed on a cart and rolled into the adjacent
medical tent. The technical team, led by Mr.
Mark Moore, opened the coffin and found
decayed wood, soil, and human remains.

Opening of this coffin revealed the remains of a
small child. Forensic anthropologist Douglas
Owsley of the Smithsonian Institution placed the
age at 5 to 6 months; we also believe that the
child was a girl. Soil under and on top of the
skeletal remains presented a mystery. This
would usually suggest that the individual was
seburied but the fact that the bones had not
neen scattered led sclentists to believe that only
& short time could have passed between the first
and second burials.

initial inspection of the bones indicates that this
child suffered from a variety of health problems.
~laring of the ribs suggests scurvy or rickets
caused by a Vitamin C or D deficiency, and
izvidence of anemia was also present.

Recovery of the well preserved skeleton of such
a yound child is significant. Without the protec-
tive lead coffin, litle if anything would have

survived archaeologically. It is the best preser-
ved skeleton of a yound child known from the
17th century English colonies. Burial of an infant
in a lead coffin is very unusual. In Britain, even
royal children were seldom treated so prestigi-
ously. It Is even more surprising that a female
child would be buried in this way, for women
were considered of lower status than males
during the 17th Century.

The answer to this may lie in the identity of the
child’'s parents. It is hoped that DNA can be
obtained from the child’s bones to permit study
of any genetic links between her and the
individuals in the other two coffins. In addition to
the child's remains, several shroud pins, a small
maetal clothing eyelet, and traces of finely woven
linen were found.

On Wednesday, November 11, the team raised
the middle coffin and transported it into the
Medical Tent with no harm to the coffin or its
contents. Removal of the lead lid was
accomplished with minimal difficulty. Inside the
wooden coffin we found some very well preser-
ved remains. Paul Sledzik of the Amed Forces
Medical Museum and Douglas Owsley agreed
that the bones were of an older woman,
probably in her 50s. The bones wers in excellent
condition, prompting Owsley to label this the
best preserved skeleton of a colonist known
from 17th-century North America.

The lead coffin provided excellent preservation
of more than the bones. She had been carefully
buried in a shroud, with silk ribbons securing her
wrists, knees and ankles. Scattered In the coffin
were springs of the herb Rosemary which may
have been placed in the coffin as part of a
17th-century funeral ritual.

Two notable finds were made on the woman's
skeleton. First, her right leg had been broken




7he Lead Coffins - contd

and poorly set. While it had healed, infection set
in and a large pit was created in the bone.
Second, Forensic Pathologist Richard Froede
chserved a substance on the interior of the
woman's skull. Taking a tiny sample of this
material, Froede placed it on a microscope slide
and added a drop of distiled water. He was
startfed to see red blood cells. The substance
was actually a blood clot.

This discovery of 300-year-old blood is impor-
tant, allowing scientists to identify blood type,
conduct immunoglobulin analysis, and, possibly,
lead to the identification of malaria. Historians
have long inferred that malaria was a major
health problem in the Chesapeake but there has
been no hard scientific evidence to prove this
hypothesis.

identification of the individual is not yet certain.
However, one possibility is that this was Ann
Wolsey, the first wite of Philip Calvert. She died
in 1679 or 1680 at St. Mary's City.

The Technical Team used the entire day and
avening of November 12 to prepare and install
i"e lifting device for the large coffin. On Friday,
“Jovember 13th, the team Inserted the stesel piate
under the coffin and secured it for lifting. The
~offin was raised from the burial pit at approxi-
mately 12:30p.m. and transported into the medi-
<4l tent.

Lifting of the lead lid from the coffin was
accomplished at 1:15. This coffin was expected
12 yield the best preservation. When the wooden
lid was ralsed, however, a partially preserved
ckeleton was observed. The lower body was
represented by solid bond, but many of the
hanes in the upper body and skull had been
replaced by a mysterious white crystalline
malterial.

Preliminary analysis suggest that it is some form
of calcium carbonate. Why it is there and what
chemical reaction caused it is still a mystery.
The forensic scientists state that they had never
before seen such a replacement of bond.

The skeleton was that of an older aduit male.
Precise age estimate is not yet available.
Measurement of the remains by Dr. Owsley
indicates that the man stood about 5 foot 3
inches tall. Found at his head were locks of
reddish hair, sight inches in length. While this
was initially thought to have been his natural
hair, subsequent inspection by conservalors
Curtis Moyer (College of William and Mary) and
Betty Seifert (Jefferson-Patterson Park and
Museum) suggests that it is a wig.

Other evidence indicates that he was buried
clothed in a garment partially constructed of
leather. Most Identifiable was a rectanglular
leather fastener with two parallel slits cut into it.
It was found just below the neck, along with &
section of ribbon. Ribbon was also recovered
from the waist area and other textile fragments
were found in the coffin. Research into period
fashions is beginning in an attempt to identify the
type of clothing.

It was uncommon for people to be buried
clothed during this time. Inspection of the cloth
fragments with a video microscope revealed the
presence of many tiny insects, which will provide
data on the season of death and yield insights
into the 17th-century environment.

No Initials or other identifying markings were
found on the ocoffins. While Philip Calvert
remains a strong possibility, there is not yet
sufficient data to draw a conclusion. Actual




The Lead Coffins, cont’'d

identification of these early settlers will depend
upon piecing together a diversity of small clues.
These range from the persons age and season
of death to DNA relationships and the tree ring
dates of the coffin wood. Laboratory studies to
collect these facts are now underway.

On Friday evening (November 13, 1992), ABC's
Nightline devoted an entire show to Project Lead
Coffins. Viewers were treated to a live interview
from the medical tent as the forensics team
worked late into the night sorting and analyzing.

At a press conference on November 14, tleam
members summarized their initial finds.
Everyone was in agreement that Project Lead
Coffins would have a lasting impact upon
forensic science due to its broad appreach and
the range of specialists involved. Lessons lear-
ned will aid in contemporary efforts 10 resolve
murder cases and identify the victims of political
oppression. Dr. Gerald Kelso of the National
Park Service, struck by the remarkable team-
work of the sclentists involved, stated that the
Project Lead Coffins “sets a new standard for
archaeological research.”

In the quieter days that followed, conservation of
the wooden coffins, lead coffins, cloth remains,
and other artifacts continued at Historic St.
Mary’s City. After stabilization, the human
remains were transported to the Smithsonian
Institution in a hearse provided by the Brinsfield
Funeral Home.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

NASA scientists reported to HSMC on January
11 that the air extracted from the large lead
coffin was contaminated by the presence of
modern gases. They were finally able to deci-
pher the complex gas sample and positively
identified chloroflurocarbons (CFCs). CFCs are
man-made compounds not produced before the
1940s. Widely distributed in the earth’'s atmos-
phere today, they serve as a marker gas
signaling modem air.

The search for an air sample predated the
Industrial Revolution is an important scientific
geal and it continues. The air sampling system
developed during Project Lead Coffins is an
important tool in the ongoing search for “Ancient
Air."

Analysis of other materials found inside the
coffins also continues. Extraction and processing
of the DNA from the remains is being conducted
by the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. The
Smithsonian Institution is carefully studying the
human bones.

Specialists at Penn State University are conduct-
ing neutron activation analysis of samples of
lead from the coffins to determine their composi-
tion and possible origin. Scientists in Lowell,
Massachusetts are beginning analysis of the
pollen samples that will help us know in which
season of the year the burials took place. The
FBI is helping with a facial reconstruction on the
woman’s skull found In the middle coffin.

Reprinted from A Brefe Relalion, a newsletter
published by the Friends of Historic St. Mary's
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June

2nd
9 th

12 th
12 th

18 th

Event

National Genealogical Society Conference Opens, Baltimore
Convention Center

PGCGenealogical Society Meeting, 7:00 PM Greenbelt Library -
Note date change to second Wednesday

PGCHS Board Meeting, 10:00 AM, at Marietta

PGCHS General Meeting, Presentation of Skarda Awards,
Lecture by Sarah Moseley on the COBE Project at NASA, 2:00
PM at Marietia.

Richard Moe, President, The National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tlon, lectures at Trinity Episcopal Church, Upper Mariboro, 7:30
PM, call 301-627-1896.
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FROM JOHNS HOPKINS

Landmarks of Prince George’s County

Maryland Natioaad Caponal Park and Planning Commission

Architectural Photographs byJack E. Boucher
with a foreword by Parris N. Glendening,

County Executive
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Arrungad chronolomieally, the =hotagrapas and captions offer
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The Preservation Committee and the Allar Guild
of Trintty Episcopal Church
Upper Marlboro
request the pleasure of your company
at a lecture
by Mr. Richard Moe, President
The National Trust for Historic Preservation
to be held in the church

on Friday, the eighteenth of June

at seven-thirty.

Donations will benefit
the restoration of He

The Guestion and ansuv
peried 0ill by fnllozved by o
TECENTICN i e Pavish Hail.

Mr. Moee will qutograph

guests” cories of his new book, For reseroaiions,

The Last Full Measure, please cull 301-627-1896.

Tromity Church Sacristy.




Prince George' s County
Historical Society

! Publuauonb Order List

|
L Prince George's County: A Pictorial His-
tory, by Alan Virta $29.95 plus tax $1.50 plusi

S52.00 s&h

___ Calvert of Maryland $6.95 (tax incl} pius!
§$0.55 s&h

. Atlas_of Prince George's County $5.00
{pius $0.25 tax, plus $0.50 s&h

'_ Chesapeake Bay of Yore $25.00 plus tax
51.25 plus $1.00 s&h

___ Lanham Centennial $4.00 plus tax $0.20
plus $0.55 s&h

____ Berwyn Heights $3.00 plus tax $0.15 plus
$O 35 s&h

|— Gabriel Duvall Biography $1.00 plus tax
S0.0S plus $0.35 s&h

Eire Call $5.00 plus tax $0.25 plus $1.00

s&h

pius $0.55 s&h

Please forward the above checked publica-
tions. Full payment (Payable to PGCHS)
enclosed.

Name

Addrass
City
ZIP
Daytime Tel. - -

{

The Society Thanks You For Your Order

__ History of Beltsville $4.00 plus tax $0,20

l - |

Prince George’s County Historical Society

Annual Membership Application

Business

Plaase indicate whathar this is a New Membership or 8
Renewalk

New

. Benewal

heck below for Category You Wish
~ Full Time Student
Mamber

__ Life Member

$10.00
20.00
200.00

S0.00

Sustaining
___ Addiional Cantribution Enclosed $
| am also interested In helping the Sccisty as @

veluntegr.  Please contact me regarding voluntes
opponunities.
| would also like to join the Masyland Historica

Scciaty. | am enclosing $25.00 for an individua
membership or $35.00 for husband and wife,

Our operating suppert comes from your dues
and contributions. All contributions qualify for
tax deduction. We appreciate your continued
Support.

Make Checks Payable to PGCHS and Mail
Check and Application Form to:

Prince George's County Historical Society
Post Office Box 14
Riverdale, MD 20738-0014




[ Hours of Operation Location of the Society

Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 P.M. i The Sociaty s located at Mariatta. 5625 Bell Statio
Gift Shop: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM and during Speciaf | F03d i Glenn Dale, Maryiand, off Routs 193 nea
Events. Rouwe 450. This is a facility of the Maryland-Nationa

Capital Park and Planning Commission.
Marietta Tours - Suspended During Restoration

Information - (301) 464-0590

The Gift Shop

Features a tasteful collection of handcrabied tems fo
homes and gift-giving, 1oys and games for children,
small antiques, Historical Society publications and
scuvenirs of Histaric Marietta,

/202
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RELOCATED
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Very early on Saturday morning, Aprii 24, 1993, the “Bacon Hall
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Cverseer's House,” a 250 year old piece of Prince George’s County
history, rolled out of Upper Marlboro proper from 5611 Old Crain Highway
to its new location at 6701 South Osborme Road. The house is thought to
be the oldest frame structure in Prince George's County. According to
Real Estate Tax Assessment records, the house was built between 1749
and 1745. While its historically correct name may bring to mind a part of
Prince George’s past that many would like to forget; for 130 years of its
250 years, the house was home to African American tenant farmers.
Many of those African American families who lived in the house over the
years still have strong ties to Upper Marlboro and Prince George's
County. A list of the descendants of those families would read like an
Honor Roll of Prince George's County’s most dedicated and distinguished
citizens.

In attendance for the move were representatives from Expert House-
movers, Inc.; the Maryland Stale Police; PEPCO; C & P Telephone;
Metrovision Cable; The State Highway Administration; and the Prince
George's County Police, Department of Public Works & Transportation,
Park and Planning Commission, and the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion. Also in attendance were Lansdale and Ann Sasscer of Upper
Mariboro, who have championed the preservation of the house for many
years; Molly Sasscer Kanellos and her husband George, the young
couple who are taking on the daunting task of restoring the house; and 7

IMPORTANT DATES 1IN JULY

July 12, 1993 - Tricentennial Committee, Bob Hall Warehouse, Upper Marlboro, 7:00 PM

uly 17-18, 1883 - Marching Through Time Encampment at Marietta
July 24, 1993 - PGCHS Board Meeting, 10:00 AM at Marietta




year old Fraser Henderson, the Sasscer’s grand-
son. |1 takes a lot of people to move 250 years
of history!

The house has been sitting on a high hill
ovarlooking the intersection of Old Crain High-
way and Maryland Route 4, on properly that has
been owned by the Sasscer family since 1848.
Molly Sasscer Kanellos is Lansdale and Ann
Sasscer's youngest daughter. Her husband
George is a master’s degree candidate in
historic preservation at Columbia University who
has already restored several historic properties
in and around Charleston, South Carolina.

The house was moved to a site on South
Osborne Road next door to “Solitude,” a County
historic site built in 1840, that is occupied by
Becky Sasscer Henderson, the Sasscer's eldest
daughter, her husband Fraser and their family.
“Solitude” was the Sasscer’s home for many
years after they lovingly restored It. The only
reason they left “Solitude™ was to move into a
newer home, the “Digges-Sasscer House”
another County historic site built in 1845, The
"Digges-Sasscer House" is on EIm Strest in the
Town of Upper Marlborc and was, for many
years, the home of Mr. Sasscer’s mother. The
Sasscer’s obviously believe in keeping things in
the family!

The actual moving of the house was done by
Expert Housemovers, Inc. of Sharpetown, Mary-
land. Expert Housemovers, Inc. is a true family
business of the Malyko Brothers, Jerry, John,
Joe and Jim, that was handed down to them
from their father. Expert Housemovers, Inc. and
the Matyko boys are intimately familiar with
several other Prince George's County Historic
Sites. In 1983 they moved the “Grigsby Station

Log Cabin” built in the early 19th century, from
Landover (where the J.B. Jenkins Funeral Home
now stands) almost 8 miles to a site in Glendale.
In 1992, they moved the “Bowie Railroad
Buildings” out of harms way to a nearby Town of
Bowie park site in Old Bowie. Also in 1992,
Expert Housemovers Inc. were presented with a
“National Preservation Honor Award” from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation for their
work on the “Third Haven Meeting House,"
which had stood in Easton, Maryland since
1682. The “Bacon Hall Overseer’s House™ was
fortunate to receive such “Expert” care and
atlention,

Starting at 5 AM, the move itself took about 5
hours in a series of fits and starts. While it took
almost 2 hours to get under the utility wires at
Old Crain Highway and across the Maryland
Route 4 bridge, it only took about half an hour to
get from Old Crain Highway to South Osborne
Road down William Beanes Driva. It then took
only 10 minutes to get down South Osborne
Road from William Beanes Drive to Farm Road.
But it took almost an hour to make the turn at
Farm Road for a detour around James and
Gladys Duvall's home, to avoid some low utility
lines. Unfortunately, the house no sooner got
going again than it got stuck behind the Duvall
home for almost an hour. It is a good thing the
tax assessor did not come along during that
hour or the Duvall’s taxes would have gone up
for having 2 houses on their property!

While the rest of the trip down South Osborne
Road was relatively uneventful, except for those
motorists who found their way blocked by a 250
year old house, its troubles were far from over
for the day. In order to place the house in a
setting similar to that from which it had come,




the Kanellos selected a beautiful grove of trees
on a knoll some 350 feet off South Osborne
Road. It took almost as long to get the house
onto its final resting place as it had to come the
5 miles that day.

The effort, however, certainly appears to be
worth it as the setting is striking. The Kansllos
and Sasscer families have really got their work
cut out for them. But, based on their past
performance with historic houses, the “Bacon
Hill Overseer's House" is in good hands. They
deserve a tremendous amount of appreciation
for their long and continuing efforts to preserve
Prince George's County History!

(repanted irom the Aped 29, 1953 edition ol the EnguirerGazette pags 4-9, with
anks)

Reverend Conn Makes a
Statement

On Sunday the 28th of June last, the Reverend
Mr. Hugh Conn, a Presbyterian Minister, as he
was preaching to a Congregation near Bladens-
burg in Prince George's County, dropp'd down
dead in his Pulpit. The Subject he was upon
gave him Occasion to mention “the certainty of
Death, the Uncertainty of the Time when it might
happen, the absolute Necessity of being con-
tinually prepared for it, the vast Danger of Delay
to be constantly In such a State, or trusting to a
Death Bed Repentance, for that altho' we may
possibly live some Years, yet, we may be called
away in a Month, or in a Week; or for aught any
one could tell, Death might surprise us the next
Moment;” which last part of his Discourse he
was observed to deliver with some Elevation of
Voice; but had scarce utter’d the Word Moment,
when, without speaking any more (putting one
Hand to his Head, and the other to his Side), he
fell backward and expired; verifying in a most
extraordinary Manner the Truth of his Doctrine.

(Frum Ihe Mundsnc Gazetbe lor Thursdiay, Juy 9, 1752, as reprroed © Pnnce
Guompe's Hertags a1 p. 100),

EXCELLENT SPEAKERS

by Vera Rollo

The March general membership meeting of the
Society was a most interesting one; featuring
Burton Kummerow, Director of the Historic St.
Mary's City Commission. He was able to tell
members of the amazing projects now underway
in St. Mary's County.

In May the speaker was Dr. Raymond Smock,
Historian of the United States House of Repre-
sentatives. After his presentation, which was
much enjoyed by those present, Dr. Smock
donated a copy of the Biographical Directory of
the Members of the United States House of
Representatives to the Society. This book is
published by his Office.

Looking forward to the Fall, in October we will
have still another fascinating person to talk to -
Gilbert Gude. Mr. Gude is a noted politician, a
former Member of Congress, and an author and
expert on the Potomac River. Watch for further
details in September's News and Notes.

To our President and her directors for seeking
out the really excellent speakers who have come
to the Prince George's County Historical Society,
many thanks.

A RARE DAY IN JUNE

by Vera Rollo

When the day for our monthly Saturday mem-
bership meeting rolls around, | sometimes think
“Shall | just lounge about or shall | go along to
theé mesting?” And | am always glad when | go.
Saturday, June 12, 1993, proves the point.




On arrival, | saw the Marietta mansion looming
over green grass and seats set out in the shade
of hugh trees. Old friends were there that | get to
see all too seldom.

The Gift Shop was open and | browsed there for
a bit. It is so attractive that | tend to rely on it
more and more.

When the guest speaker was announced by
Society President Joyce McDonald, 1 was surpr-
ised. Dr. John Mather is a NASA research
scientist. Here in the sunlight of a perfect June
day, at Marietta, was the man who originated
and is the (internationally known) principal inves-
tigator of the Cosmic Background Explorer
(COBE) project!

Our own Sara Moseley briefly outlined the theme
of the speaker’s pragram and then gave the floor
to her husbhand, a colleague of Dr. Mather at
NASA and an astrophysicist, Dr. Harvey Mose-
ley. Dr. Moseley, who designed Instruments for
the project, introduced Dr. Mather by telling
those members in attendance about some of Dr.
Mather's work.

When the tall young man took over the podium,
he said that he would give us not just the history
of our world since written history began, but the
history of the origin of our universe! To myself, |
thought “great idea, but can he do that?"

Yes he could, and did! It was a grand talk, using
examples that non-scientists could understand.
Dr. Mather explained the “Big Bang” theory of
the origin of the universe, how waters formed,
how life evolved slowly over 40 million years,
and even explained how land masses drift
across the face of the planet.

Dr. Mather gave us an idea of what he is
investigating with his design and launch of the
NASA rocket that measures outer space pheno-
mena. “Each of us is made of recycled atoms,
star dustl” His project measures several back-

ground fields.

He certainly spent much time and gave much
thought in preparing this talk, for he had tailored
it to historians and made complex ideas interest-
ing and Invested us, young and old, with his
enthusiasm and sense of wonder. He ended his
presentation to well deserved applause.

Then Alice Skarda, looking very attractive in
grey, together with counly schools’ Area |
Supervisor Lois Hobbs, presented the 1993
Skarda Awards for best history presentations by
students in County schools. Jim Wolfe coordina-
ted the awards this year. Judges were Barbara
Martin, Jane Eagen and Lori Bartlett.

The Martin Luther King Middle School's social
studies teacher, Deborah Hanka, represented
the School. Gerald Bellow, a teacher at Bond
Mill Elementary School was honored for his
continuing support of the Skarda Awards project.

Bond Mill was well and truly represented as
Mary Winterbottom won First Prize ($50) and
Diana Davis and Christie Watkins shared
Saecond Prize ($25 each). All entrants learned a
great deal and were recognized for their efforts
with certificates. Kim Malinowski and Tracie
Jones were present to personally accept theirs.
It was good to see so delightful many students
at the session.

Over refreshments in the Fraderick S. DeMarr
Library, there was time to meet the distinguished
scientists, teachers, young people and fellow
Society members. Talking to Dr. Mather, we
discovered that, as a youngster, he entered
several projects in a school science fair. He was
surprised to discover that he had won First,
Second, Third and Fourth prizes!

What a grand way to spend an afternoon, was
my thought as | drove home. | was very giad that
| had attended the meeting. | hope 10 see you
there in October!




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July

12 th

17 & 18

24th

September
1st
25 th
October
6 th
10 th

21 st
28 th

Event

Prince George's County Tricentennial Committee, Bob Hall
Warehouse, Upper Marlboro, 7:00 PM

"Marching Through Time® Encampment, Marietta - all day both
days - call 301-464-5291

PGCHS Board Meeting, 10:00 AM, al Marietta

PGCGenealogical Society Meeting, 7:00 PM Greenbelt Library

PGCHS Fundraiser, Delay, the Diggs-Sasscer Home, Upper
Marlbero

PGCGenealogical Society Meeting, 7:00 PM. Greenbelt Library

PGCHS Board Mesting, 10 AM, Marietta

PGCHS General Meeting, with the Honorable Gilbert Gude,
Marietta, 2:00 PM

PGCHS Lecture Series Begins
PGCHS Lecture Series # 2




From the Editor's (Messy) Desk

Summer has come and this Is our opportunity to
advise you of some of the upcoming events of
the Fall as we prepare for our semi-annual
hiatus betwesen issues. While we have been very
busy in the past year, be advised that we will be
even busier and more in need of your support
and participation in the year to come.

Example 1- Society events are critical to our
purpose and we believe they are very wsll
planned and executed. But sometimes the
sparse attendance is discouraging. What we
need, | am advised by those in the know, is a
Volunteer Cheerleader - somaone who will do
the publicity for those events - who can reach
out and touch someone to convince them to
come out and enjoy the Society and its func-
tions. Any interested person is asked to contact
the Society or President Joyce McDonald.

Example 2- The Sociely Gift Shop, one of the
mainstays of our operation, Is in need of
volunteers to staff from Noon to 4 PM on
Saturdays. Volunteers are trained and assisted
and are rewarded with a 10% discount on any
merchandise they decide 10 buy! Great Deals
Abound, but You Are Needed!

Example 3- | have it on the best authority
{Warren “Dusty” Rhoads and Joyce McDonald)
that the Fall Fundraiser will take place on
Saturday, September 25, 1993 at “Delay”, also
known as the Digges-Sasscer House. This
excellent example of Greek Revival town home
has actually evolved from its earliest beginnings
in the late 18th Century. Home to generations of
attorneys who centered their practices on Upper
Mariboro as the County Seat, this promises to
be a wonderful locale for our annual fundraiser.,

Look for your invitations shortly and send In your
reservations early! Wallis Cain is coordinating
the planning for this event.

Example 4- Dusty Rhoads also advises that he
has begun the preparations for the Fall Bus
Tour. Two properties chosen for the tour so far
are Homewood and Evergreen, both in Balti-
more. More details will be forthcoming, but mark
your calendars for October 23. As usual, the bus
will depart Marietta at 8:15 AM.

Example 5- On July 17 and 18, 1993, Marietta
will be under siege - and the Library will be
closed. Marietta will be the scene of *Marching
Through Time,” a Multi-Period Living History
Encampment, where one might greet a Roman
or Viking Warrior over his weaponry, discuss
royal versus roundhead with a 17th century
English Civil War participant; follow the rebels as
they prepare 1o toss the Redcoats into the Sea
circa 1780; discuss the Blue and the Grey with
Civil War participants; or learn why you couldn't
keep American doughboys on the farm after
they'd seen Paree in 1918, Admission is a
modest $4 for adults and $2 for students aged 5
to 12. Presented by the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Commission, pro-
ceeds will go to the Marietta Preservation and
Restoration fund.

Example 6- The Prince George's County Tricen-
tennial Celebration Trust having been duly
Incorporated, our citizens’ effort to plan for 1996
proceeds. We now have a draft logo which is
being finalized, have several identified county-
wide events that we know of, and have identified
a number of groups that promise to sponsor
specific activities. Our next step is to issue a
letter to 1200 organizations seeking their input
and support of this effort. On the County




Government front, several members of the
Council have named their representalives to the
County Commission and those nominations
have besen {I am told) submitted to County
Executive Parris Glendenning for his action and
for him to add his nominees. As one appointese, |
hope that the Commission can get organized
and begin its work by Fall. The next meeting of
the citizens' group, so ably Chaired by Society
Vice President John Mitchell, will be held at 7:00
PM on July 12 at the Bob Hall Warehouse,
Upper Marlboro. Please join us.

Example 7- The Society will have its 1993 Fall
Lecture Series beginning in October. While plans
are not fully finalized, you may expect one
lecture to center on Greenbelt and take place in
the Greenbelt Museum. Another lecture will likely
involve ghosts.

Your humble editor apologizes for two errors in
the last edition. Having finally learned that Board
Meetings take place, generally, on the Second
Saturday, | erroneously reported that the June
meeting would be Saturday, June 12. It was held
on Thursday, June 10. And second, a personal
apology to Wallis Cain, who has not been listed
on the Board list on the front of News and Notes.
I certainly regret the oversight. | would point out
that there are portions of this monthly that | do
not have to redo, and therefore seldom review -
computers are both our slaves and our masters,
| am afraid.

| am advised that our President has, on behalf of
the Society, accepted and turned over to Trea-
surer Jack Boume, a contribution of $250 to
further our cause. Thank you Chesapeake and
Potomac Telephone Company for this gift.

Have a wonderful summer and think of Dick and
Sarah Bourne as they take up summer resi-
dence at Kiplin Hall in Yorkshire!

WOMEN OF ACH1EVEMENT

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission, the Prince George’s County
Commission for Women and the Prince
George's County Government are jointly spon-
soring a special history book project, with a
primary objective of developing a lasting written
chronicle honoring generations of Women of
Achievement in the County. The book, we are
told, is scheduled for publication in March, 1994
(Women's History Month).

Where do we coms in? Well, we can (and | hope
will) nominate the ladies who will share in this
honor. The CRITERIA states:

Women living and deceased are eligible 10 be
nominated as “Women of Achievement”.
Accomplishments and contributions can be in
such fields as the arts, business, civic activism,
education, government, human rights, law, medi-
cine, parenting, politics, religion, volunteerism, or
some other field of significant personal or
professional endeavor.

All nominees must meet the following criteria to
be considered:

* The Candidate must be

*a native born Prince Georgian with a minimum
of ten years residency in the County, OR

*a County resident for a minimum of ten years,
OR

*if deceased, she must have lived in the County
for a minimum of ten years.

* The candidate's activities should reflect leader-
ship abilities and a strong and demonstrative
interest in her family, community andfor the
County.



* The Candidate must demonsirate personal or
professional progress in her chosen field of
endeavor,

* The Candidate must be shown to have made
exemplary contributions to her community and to
Prince George's County.

Multipie nominations are permissible (I would
encourage you to nominate more than one). The
deadline is September 15, 1983. For further
information and nomination forms, contact
Therese Yewsll, Project Coordinator, at 301-
952-4813.

Reflections from the Revolution

Writing from Bladensburg to His Excellency,
Governor Thomas Sim Lee, Esquire on April 17,
1781, Lieutenant Joshua Beall reported as
follows:

It is with pleasure that | can ashure (sic) your
Excellency & Honors that the Miliia of the
County turned out not with spirit & alacraty (sic) -
- - ; Inclosed is a list of those brave men who
attacked the enemy's boats under the mussalls
(sic) of the cannon of their shipping & secured
one of their boats and crew out of three that
landed- - - -,

Lt. Osborn Williams

Ensign J. Quasn

Brigade Major {acting) John Cakley
Guide Henry Lyles

Joseph Cross {of Thomas) 'high worthy of the esweem of
every brave man'

Privates: Isaac Ducket, Samuel Wheeler, Richard
Burgess (volunieer), Zachariah Moore, Walter Williams,
Thomas Sansbury, Henry Hilleary, Richard HIill, Thomas
Holly, James Perry, Jun., James Buckman, Benjamin
Sansbury, William Shaw, Benjamin Oden, Henry Onians,

Aaran Beall, James Wood, Waring Bell. William Turner,
John Sanshury, Jamas Wilson, John Magill, John Tyler,
James Tate, Robert Lanham, Benjamin Fowier, Thomas
Bannelt, Josaph Gordon.

Lt. Beall would have undoubtedly been deeply
concerned had he realized that a scant thirty-
three years later some of these same “brave
men” of the County Miliia would be again
confronting a British landing force; this time at
the Battle of Bladensburg (August 14, 1814). He
would be further concemed that such action
would earn the shallow scorm of today's his-
torians because that later effort was to end in
defeat, inevitable as it was under the circum-
stances.

The lengthy report of this fascinating account
from the Revolution details that the event
occurred on the preceding Friday off Mr. Digges
(sic) Point (vicinity of today’s Fort Washington).
It was the Lieutenant’s stated opinion that the
“want of some field pieces and persons who
could have managed them well" was all thal
precluded the destruction of the English flotilla,
which immediately withdrew after the incident.

It is conceivable that this opinion may have been
a contributing factor to the later selection of that
locale for the site of Fort Washington. It is also
interesting to note that the British landing at Fort
Washington in the subsequent War of 1812 was
unopposed presumably because all available
militia forces were being marshalled for the
ill-fated stand at Bladensburg.

From News and Notes, July 1874, by Paul T. Lanham.




Prince George's County
Historical Society

Publications Order List

| Prince_George’s County: A Pictorial His-
tory, by Alan Virta $29.95 plus tax $1.50 plus
$2.00 s&h

| Calvert of Maryland $6.95 (tax incl) plus
$0.55 s&h

| Atflas of Prince George’s County $5.00
plus $0.25 tax, plus $0.50 s&h

____ Chesapeake Bay of Yorg $25.00 plus tax
$1.25 plus $1.00 s&h

___ Lanham Centennial $4.00 plus tax $0.20
plus $0.55 s&h

| Berwyn Heights $3.00 plus tax $0.15 plus
$0.35 s&h

. Gabriel Duvall Biography $1.00 plus tax
$0.05 plus $0.35 s&h

| Fire Call $5.00 plus tax $0.25 plus $1.00
s&h

| History of Beltsville $4.00 plus tax $0.20
plus $0.55 s&h

Please forward the above checked publica-
tions. Full payment {Payable to PGCHS)
nclosed.

Name

Acdrass
City
ZIP
Daytime Tel. ___ - -

[The Society Thanks You For Your Order

|

—

Prince George's County Historical Society
Annual Membership Application

Please indicate whether this i8 8 New Membership or 2
Rénewsl;

New Renewal
heck below for Category You Wish
Full Time Student
Member
Life Member
Sustaining
Additional Contribution Enclosed §

. 1 am also interested in helping the Soclety as @
volunteer. Please conlact me regarding volunlee
opporunities.

I would also like to join the Maryland Historica
Sociely. | am enclosing $25.00 for an individua
membership or $35.00 for husband and wife.

20.00

50.00

Qur operating support comes from your due
and coninbutions.  All contributions qualify fo
lax deduction. We appreciate your continued
support.

Make Checks Payable to PGCHS and Mai
heck and Application Form to:

Prince George’s County Historical Society
Post Office Box 14
Riverdale, MD 20738-0014




Hours of Operation

Library: Saturdays 12 -4 P, M,

Gift Shop: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM and during Special
Events.

Marietta Tours - Suspended Dunng Restoration
Information - (301) 464-0530

The Gift Shop

Fealures a 1asteful colection of handerafted items for
homes and gift-giving, foys and gameas lor chidren,
small antiques, Histwrical Sociely publications and)
souvenirs of Histerlc Manetta.

Location of the Society

The Soclety Is tocated at Marletia, 5625 Bell Statio
Road in Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193 near
Routa 450. This is a facility of the Maryland-National]
Capital Park and Planning Cormmission.
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NEWS AND NOTES

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

AUGUST 1993 FOUNDED 1952 - OUR 41ST YEAR VOL XXI, NO. 7

SUSANNA KYNER CRISTOFANE
1903 - 1993

Our good friend and colleague Susanna K. Cristofane passed away on July 16,
1993, in her beloved home, Bostwick, where she had lived for all but a few
months of her ninety years. From Lowndes Hill in Bladensburg she had not
been a mere observer of the local scene, but rather was an actor on the Prince
George's County stage for the bulk of the 20th century.

The Prince George's County Historical Society remembers Susanna as one of
the 12 Founding Members in 1952 - serving as our first Historian and as a
member of the Board of Directors over the years. At her death, she was still
serving as @ Director Emeritus, in honor of her work with the Society. Her
interest in matters involving our heritage was evident in the Bladensburg
Historical Society, which preceded the County Society by about two decades.
Before Historic Presctvation became a matter of public policy, Susatma and
Felix Cristofane restored Bladensburg's Market Master’s House, which was in
danger of destruction. With the able leadership of her long-time friend, the
late Sarah Walton, Susanna helped to enlist the aid of Millard Chariton and
Associates in the restoration and reclamation of the Hilleary-Magruder House,
also in Bladensburg. And her encouragement and guidance provided

invaluable help to the Prince George’s Jaycees on the George Washington
House restoration.

IMPORTANT DATES IN SEPTEMBER

BER 11, 1993 - PGCHS BOARD MEETING, MARIETTA, 10:00 AM
EPTEMBER 25, 1993 - PGCHS FUNDRAISER, DELAY, UPPER MARLBORO, 2:00 PM




Susanna's service to the community was not
limited to matters historical. She served for
several years on the Bladensburg Town Council
and was a two term mayor of Bladensburg. In
addition, she assumed leadership roles in the
Municipal Leagues at both the county and state
levels.

In a sense, it is impossible to recall her many
efforts in a brief remembrance such as this,
because there were so many activities spread out
over such a long period of time. Flood control —
{he Washington Evening Star newspaper’s cup for
civic endeavor — Bladensburg’s Bicentennial in
1942 -- one of the first recipients of the St
George’s Day Award in 1974 - an original
director of both Prince George’s Heritage and the
Prince George's County Historical and Cultural
Trust -- Beaulification — county tax rebates to
towns for services rendered by them — the
Committee which drafted the original Historic
Preservation Ordinance. And the list goes on.

All of these achievements were possible because
of the personality of the individual — a cheerful,
ﬁ'icndlypersonwhowasgenuinelyintemdin
people and the commumity in which they lived.
Glad-handing, a picture in the newspapers, higher
office and economic gain were not part of
Susanna’s agenda. When a worthy goal was
identified, she worked with everyone (o achieve a
desirable end. And, in reaching out, she touched
the lives of so many of us — for which we are
thankful.

Although Susanna is gome from us, her spirit
remains in the form of her good works and the
many stories of her as @ person, which are now
part of our history.

AVE ET VALE!

Fred S. DeMarr

Editor’s Note:

Smhﬂ\whhm.SmC.mebOIhlhwﬂhh
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PISCATAWAY DAY - SEPT 25

The second annual Piscataway Day historic
heritage celebration will be held on Saturday,
September 25, from 10:00AM 1o 3:00PM in
historic Piscataway at the intersection of Pisca-
taway and Floral Park Roads, across from St.
Mary’s Church, in southern Prince George's
County. The celebration will feature Piscataway
and Prince George's County historic displays,
colonial artisan demonstrations and crafts. Pisca-
taway Day is sponsored by the Piscataway
Citizen’s Association and admission is free. For
additional information call 301-292-1993. Go
carly so you can join the Society that afternoon at
the Society’s annual Fundraiser in Upper Marl-
boro

FLEA MARKETS AT HISTORIC
COLLEGE PARK AIRPORT

The College Park Airport Museum is hosting a
series of flca markets to support the publication of
the book Field of Firsts: A History of College
Park Airport. The flea markets are held on the
first and third Saturdays through October from
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Airport, on Cpl.
Frank Scott Drive, off Calvert Road (remember
that you must enter Calvert Road from Kenil-
wotth Ave. to reach the Airport), Vendor fee is
$10. Call 301-864-5844 for additional informa-
tion.

The book, which is being published on behalf of
the Muscum, will illustrate the achievements of
the nation’s oldest continuously operating airport,
which paid host to one of the Wright Brothers
and a host of air pioneers. Sales of the book,
when published, will help fund the new College
Park Airport Aviation Muscum, which is now in
design and which will house exhibits portraying
the aviation history of Prince George's County
and Maryland, as well as highlighting the
fascinating history of the Airport itself.




BOARD MEETING ACTIONS

At the July 24, 1993 meeting of the Board of the
Prince George’s Historical Society, the Board
discussed several items of possible interest to our
members.

Membership is down from prior year totals
Whether this is due to people moving away from
the arca or a declining interest in our events, we
do not know. But, we are concerned that a 10
percent loss in overall membership negatively
affects our ability to continue to meet the needs
of the members and to continue to preserve the
history of our great County. Each of us, as
members, has a duty to ensure that we promote
the Society and get others to join with us. As you
know, membership brings with it the News and
Notes, monthly meetings at which prominent
speakers bring forth interesting topics, events
such as the bus trips, the annual St. George’s Day
Awards, the Skarda Awards and Fall Fundraiser,
the incomparable Fred S, DeMarr Library at
Marietta, and the Gift Shop. Bring a new member
to the Society, you will have made a major
contribution to our well being and future success.

Work continues on Marietta and is on schedule,
although there are some problems developing in
matching the exterior brick work, The Marching
Through Time historical encampment was very
successful, both for the Park and Planning
department and for the Gift Shop. which sold
$900 worth of items. The Board, after congratu-
lating Facility Manager Susan Wolfe, voted that
additional encampments are appropriate uses for
Marietta.

The 1994 SKARDA Award Proposal was presen-
ted. Students will research and prepare a project
cither on an historic house of worship - existing
or Jost (church, temple or meetinghouse); or on an
historic public building (courthouse, townhall,
nunicipal building, firehouse, police station) in
the County which predates 1940. The program

will receive wider attention this year since the
Director of Instruction of the School system will
be directly involved in getting word out to the
teachers,

Jim Wolfe, who has coordinated the program for
some time, has come up with a four year cycle of
themes so that different themes would be
presented as a child progresses from the 4th
through the 7th grades. 1994 is as stated above.
1995 would concentrate on historic houses or
business sites, 1996 would depart from the usual
theme (the history of communities and public
monuments, memorials, statues, and fraternal
organization buildings) and concentrate on our
300th birthday celebration. 1997 would be, as
1993 was, about schools or the persons for whom
a school is named. Topics would be repeated
again beginning in 1998. The Board apptoved this
proposal.

Funds for the restoration of the Root Cellar at
Marietta have been approved by the M-NCPPC
for 1994, Since there is a State Historic Easement
on the Root Cellar, the Maryland Historical Trust
will be involved in this project from the
beginning.

The final draft of the National Register nomina-
tion is being submitted to the Prince George's
County Historic Preservation Commission for its
approval, before going to the State Historic
Preservation Officer in October.

FALL EVENTS SET

Look closely at the Calendar in this issue,
September, October and November have already
become crowded.

First we have the County Fair - one of the oldest
in the Nation, the Fair runs from Sunday,

September 5 through Sunday, September 12.
On September 13, at 7:00 pm, at the Bob Hall
Warehouse in Upper Mariboro, you should join us
for the 300th Celebration Committee meeting,




Next is the Fall Fund Raiser, which will be at
Delay, the Digges-Sasscer House in Upper
Marlboro, from 2:00 to 5:00 pm on Saturday,
September 25, 1993, Invitations are on the way, if
you have not already received them.

In October, the Society’s regular membership
meetings begin again, with former Congressman,
the Honorable Gilbert Gude speaking on his work
in saving the Potomac River. The meeting is the
second Saturday in October, the 9th, at 2:00 PM.

October 23 is the date for the 1993 Fall Bus Tour,
leaving at 8:45 AM from Marietta. See separate
article and coupon on which to register and select
your luncheon choice.

November 13 will again be time for a Member-
ship meeting, at which Robert Truax, a Society
member, will reprise his speech to the Columbia
Historical Society on Washington and Suburban
Streetcars. Again, the meeting is at 2:00 PM on
Saturday, November 13.

300 YEARS AT HOME IN
HISTORY

The above is the theme concept for the
Tricentennial celebeation. The Society is funding
the initial outreach activity, and has mailed nearly
1200 invitations to County groups, seeking input
and development of a number of willing workers.
The next meeting of the Tricentennial Committee

will be September 13, 1993, at 7:00 PM at the
Bob Hall Warehouse on Route 301 (behind the
new Giant at the intersection with Route 4).
Come and join the growing number of people
who are participating. One item we are develop-
ing, under the careful eye of Mrs. Ivan Rainwater,
is a County Cookbook. See the request for recipes

mmwmdanw
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FROM THE BOOKSHELF

by Sharon Howe Sweeting
The dust jacket proclaims:
"At home with the Presidents is a book for lovers
of historic architecture, for history buffs, and for
anyone intrigued with ‘presidential’ style.
Thoroughly resecarched and illustrated with more
than one hundred photographs and drawings, At
Home with the Presidents offers fascinating,
richly detailed glimpses into the houses, and the
households, of America’s presidents.””

This claim is not mere hyperbole for the
historicity and pedigtee are evident cven in the
preliminary pages. The Contents table, divided
into Four parts is a mini-history lesson in itself.
Part One is entitied "Lords of the Manor’ and
features The First Family of Washington; Fathers
and Sons, the Adamses; The Architect of
Democracy Jefferson; and, the Virginians Madi-
son and Monroe. Part Two is called "Be it evet so
Humble” and includes The Common Men,
Jackson, Van Buren and Harrison; the Manifest
Destinies of Tyler, Pierce and Buchanan; Lin-
coln’s "Voice from the Wilderness™: and the
Reconstruction of Johnson and Grant. Part Thrce
represents "Main Street™ or the Lost Americans
Hayes, Garficld, and Arthur; the Gilded Age of




Cleveland and Harrison; the Front Porch and the
Bully Pulpit of McKinley and Theodore Roose-
velt; the Ivory Towers of Taft and Wilson; and,
the Houses of Cards of Harding and Coolidge.
Part Four highlights "Mobile Homes"* or the Hard
Times of Hoover and FDR; the Middle America
of Truman and Eisenhower; the Great Expec-
tations of Kennedy and .BJ; the Multiple Listings
of Nixon and Ford; and finally, The Preacher and
the Star or Carter and Reagan. Alas, the volume
published in 1988 by The Overlook Press, does
not include the last two itinerant Presidents, one
with a collection of "home" states and one with no
home at all, Tt is said by some that the current
occupant of the White House has a more realistic
view of public housing than most - having lived
solely in public housing for so long.

And now for its pedigree. The Foreword is
written by the noted Curator of the White House
(1968-1986), architectural historian and collector
extraordinaire, Mr, Clement Conger. His enchant-
ing essay reflects on his personal, fifty years
acquaixmnoe with the White House from an
“extra man’’ in the 1930s, to advising Presidential
daughter Margaret Truman with her novel Murder
in_the White House, to arranging tours for
high-level dignitaries as Deputy Chief of Pro-
tocol. And vet this volume, authored by Bonnie
Blodgett and D.J. Tice, reflects so much more
than each President’s brief White House stay.
Indeed, Washington never lived there at all and
several other President’s lived there only briefly.
This volume encompasses each President’s early
architectural esthetics, his White House tenure,
and in most instances, his household after his
service to the nation.

Blodgea, Bomde wd DJ. Tix

AT _HOME WITH THE PRESUNINDS
Woodsseck. New York: The Overbook Prass, 1988, $29.93 . local bookstores and

FROM THE EDITOH'S MESSY DESK

As many of you know, there is a tendency on the
part of our elected officials to lump all who are
committed to preserving the heritage of the
County and, consequently, often write or address
the Council in person on vatious issues into one
‘convenient” label - "The Historical Society is at
it again!® is one of the things we hear. Speaking
as one who is often involved in this effort, 1 think
it is incumbent upon me to try to set the record
straight.

There are a number of groups, both local, state
and county-wide, that are involved in the effort to
educate the residents of Prince George’s County
and, especially, our elected officials, as to the
importance of preserving the few remaining
evidences of our glorious (and sometimes inglori-
ous) past. [ will, as time permits, bring to the fore
a statement of past and purpose from those groups
so that you, our readers, can delineate between
the Historical Society and the other organizations
whose members (many of whom are shared) try
to carry on this noble work. This month, T would
like to introduce you to Prince George's Heritage,




In¢. In ensuing months, I will discuss the Prince
George's County Historical and Cultural Trust;
the Prince George’s County Preservation Com-
mission; the Maryland Historical Trust; Preserva-
tion Maryland; The Prince George's County
Genealogical Society, Inc.; the Descendants of
Marion DuVal; the History Division of the
Maryland National Capital Parks and Planning
Commission; and other local organizations. I
should point out that I am a member of about half
of the organizations and serve on the Boards of
five local, county and state organizations. In any
event, leave it that the Prince George's County
Historical Society, while committed to the
preservation of our County’s heritage, is NOT the
major force in the lobbying efforts that take place
with respect to the County Council, the Sate
Legislature and others. Now, for some back-
ground on Prince George's Heritage.
PRINCE GEORGE’S HERITAGE

Prince George's Heritage, Thc. (Heritage) is a
non-profit corporation dedicated to historic pre-
servation in all of its facets within historic Prince
George's County, Originally established as the
County representative of the State of Maryland's
Historic Trust, the organization has continued in
that role as it has been redesigned and evolved
over the years. Beginning in the 1970s, Prince
George's Heritage expanded its role and was
incorporated. The restoration of the Magruder
House, in Bladensburg, was a turning point in the
group’s history. Prince George’s Heritage is a
leader in preservation activities in the County and
is recognized for its activism. Its programs
include:

GRANTS: Under a charter from the State Historic
Trust, Heritage is authorized to make small grants
(not to exceed $1,000). Grants have been given
for specific restoration projects on historic
resources, public (e.g. Calvert Mansion) and
private {e.g. Shepherd-Sibley House) in the
County. In addition, support for authors,

museums and local groups has enabled them to
complete publications (¢.g. Landmarks of Prince
George's County) or conduct events of interest to
historians and preservationists (e.g. Preservation
Week and Prince George’s County Fair activi-
ties). ADVOCACY: Through the direct efforts of
its members and its participation in the County-
wide Council of Preservation Organizations,
Prince George's Hetitage ensures that the impor-
tance of protecting our cultural heritage, espe-
cially as evidenced by the buildings protected
under the Coumty Historic Sites and Districts
Plan, is communicated to all segments of society,
and especially to the County’s political leaders.
As a founding member of the Maryland Heritage
Alliance, Heritage also provides similar action at
the State level. Heritage is also a member of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation Forum.
PUBLIC OUTREACH: In the past several years,
Heritage has participated in, sponsored or co-
sponsored the Riversdale Conference, and semi-
nats on Alternative Sidings, Care of Historic
Fabrics, Window Restoration and Weatherization
and Structural Repair. Funding has also been
provided to educate educators on the treasures of
Prince George’s County. MARGARET COOK
AWARD: Margatet Cook was one of the founders
of Prince George's Heritage and a moving force
behind its activities for a number of years. Shortly
after her untimely death in 1988, Heritage
provided funding for a fellowship award at the
University of Maryland in her memory. The
annual award is made to a participant in the
Graduate Certificate Program in Historic Preser-
vation based on a juried paper. And, lastly,
HISTORIC PRESERVATION EASEMENTS:
There are fourteen properties in Prince George’s
County on which the Maryland Historic Trust
holds perpetual easements based on the historical
importance of the property. Heritage assists the
State by conducting annual monitoring reviews at
each of the properties where they do not have a
direct interest, such as The Magruder House,
which Heritage owns and which serves as its




headquarters.
MAGRUDER HOUSE - HOME OF

PRINCE GEORGE'S HERITAGE, INC.

In 1743 William Hilleary purchased Lot 32 from
the Bladensburg Town Commissioners. The Town
Record Book in 1746 states that Hilleary in
building his house had complied with the law
which required a minimum of 400 square feet and
a masonry chimney. Tn 1764, Hilleary sold the
property to Richard Henderson who was a
prominent merchant and land speculator and had
served as a County Justice. George Washington,
in his diary of May 9, 1787, stated that he dined
at Richard Henderson'’s in Bladensburg. Hender-
son and David Ross were business partners in the
Frederick Forge on Antietam Creek and also
brothers-in-law, having married sisters, the
daughters of John Brice, the Chief Justice of the
Province.

Richard Henderson sold his property, consisting
of Lots 32, 33, and 34, to his nephew, Dr. David
Ross, Jr., in 1793 and he termed the dwelling on
Lot 32 his *'... mansion house...”” David Ross was
listed as both occupant and owner in the 1798
Federal District Tax record and the property is
described in the particular List of Dwelling
Houses as lots 32 and 33 in Bladensburg.

In August of 1814 the invading British troops
passed this house on their way to the Battle of
Bladensburg., Oral tradition, as yet unverified,
maintains that the only American civilian resis-
tance offered at Bladensburg came from this
house. Later that day, after the battle, the house
was used as a hospital for the wounded troops.

Owmers or occupants during the nineteenth
century included other prominent Prince Geor-
geans: Dr. Alexander Mitchell, Leonard J.
Deakins, Christopher C. Hyatt (Founder of
Hyattsville), Dr. Benjamin Day (a renter during
much of the nineteenth century), Dr. William
Draine and Dr. Archibald Magruder.

The property was bought by the Maryland State
Roads Commission in 1954 as part of the Route
201 project (Kenilworth Avenue), an elevated
highway cut through the town of Bladensburg.
The State Roads Commission, now the State
Highway Administration, leased the steadily
deteriorating property as an “antique’’ shop until
1979. In recognition of its historical and
architectural significance the property was con-
veyed to Prince George'’s Heritage, Inc., by the
State of Maryland in March of 1979,

Restoration and adaptation as offices occurred in
1982 with minimal changes to the historic fabric
and character. The building is served with modem
utilities, including heat and central air-condition-
ing, toilet facilities and on-site parking. The lower
level opens onto a pleasant backyard and is
accessible to the handicapped. The property,
located at 4703 Annapolis Road, is on long-term
lease to the certified public accounting firm of
Millard T. Charlion and Associates.
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enclosed hetewith,

FALL BUS TOUR - BALTIMORE
COUNTY SITES

On October 23, 1993, the Society’s own Dusty
Rhoads will again lead the Fall Bus Tour.
Leaving from Marietta, the Society Headquarters,
at 8:45 AM, the Tour will feature visits to the
following sites:

HOMEWOOPD - Built in 1801 at a then
astronomical cost of $40,000, this house was a
wedding gift from Charles Carroll of Carrolton (a
Signer of the Declaration of Independence) to his
son Charles, Jr. upon his marriage to Harriet
Chew. Constructed of brick imported from
England, this is one of the finest Federal houses
in America. Many of the original Carroll
furnishings may be found in the house.

Lunch, with a choice of Broiled Crab Cake or
Chicken A La King, will be at the 1830 vintage
Greystone building now called the VALLEY
INN.

EVERGREEN - Originally constructed in the
1850s as a twelve room house, this residence was
purchased in 1878 by John Garren, President of
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, who, together
with his heirs, enlarged the house a bit at a time
through the 1920s and today it stands as a 48
room mansion. You will see a collection of over
10,000 books, a theater, a carriage house and
artifacts from Ambassador John Work Garrett’s
collection amassed during his and his wife,
Alice’s world travels,

This promises to be a delightful day out and we

strongly suggest that you make your reservations
as soon as possible. The deadline is October 16,




Historic Mariecea 2t Glenn [als, Maryland

Headquarters of che Prince George’s County Historical Society
1993-FALL TOUR-1993
SATURDAY OCTOBER 23rd
A VISIT TO PAST ELEGANCE
Tour HOMEWOOD-Built in 1801 at a cost of $40,000 by Charles
Carroll of Carrollton (signer of the Declaration of Independence)
as a wedding gift for his son Charles Jr. & Harriet Chew.
Constructed of brick brought from England,it is one of the
finest Federal Houses ln America and displays many of the
Carroll family original furnishings.

Luncheon at the VALLEY INN(Greystone building off 1830 vintage)
SEE BELOW FOR FOOD SELECTION

Tour EVERGREEN-The 12 room house that grew into a 48 room mapsion.
Built in the 1850s by the Broadbent family,it was purchased in
1878 by John Garrett,president of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.
Enlarged thru two generations of the Garrett family from the 1880s
to the 1920s,it now houses over 10,000 volumes of rare books,a
private theater,a carriage house and artifacts collected from
around the world by Ambassador John Work Garrett & his wife Alice.

The price of $32.50 per person includes all
entrance fees, transportation and luncheon
GUESTS ARE WELCOME
LEAVE FROM "MARLIETTA"SOCIETY HEADQUARTERS

5626 BELL STATION ROAD PROMPTLY AT 8:45

DEADLINE CCTOBER 16th
Luncheon selection and name/names
Bl{ollul'}.‘) CRAB C\‘\KE!I.‘II.O.II.l......'ll..llQQIOQQIIOIII

C[]ICKEN A LA KING....II..CIC.IIO..II.l...ll.’....l.blll
Please make checks payable to:Prince Georges
County liistorical Society
Mail to Warren Rhoads,12501 Kemmerton Lane
Jowie,Marvland 20715

CASH BAR AVAILABLE

Post Office Box 14 ¢ Riverdale, Maryland 20738 + 301/464-0590




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SEPTEMBER, 1993

IST - PG COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING, GREENBELT LIBRARY, 7:00 PM
11th - PGCHS BOARD MEETING, MARIETTA, 10:00 AM

13TH - 300 TH CELEBRATION COMMITTEE MEETING, BOB HALL WAREHOUSE, UPPER
MARLBORO, 7:00 PM

25TH - PGCHS FALL FUNDRAISER, °DELAY’ THE DIGGES-SASSCER HOME, UPPER
MARLBORO, 2:00 TO 5:00 PM

[OCTOBER, 1993

6TH - PGOCGENEOLOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING, GREENBELT LIBRARY, 7:.00 PM
9TH - PGCHS BOARD MEETING, MARIETTA, 10:00 AM

9TH - PGCHS GENERAL MEETING, WITH THE HONORABLE GILBERT GUDE, 2:00 PM AT
MARIETTA

218T - PGCHS FALL LECTURE SERIES - FIRST LECTURE
28TH - PGCHS LECTURE SERIES - SECOND LECTURE

NOVEMBER, 1993

13TH - PGCHS BOARD MEETING, MARIETTA, 10:00 AM

13TH - PGCHS MEMBERSHIP MEETING, ROBERT TRUAX ON WASHINGTON AND
SUBURBAN STREETCARS, MARIETTA, 2:00 PM

[DECEMBER, 1993
11TH - PGCHS CHRISTMAS GALA, RIVERSDALE




TRICENTENR AL COUR RO

In 1996 Frince Seorge’s Counly will celdesrate its “ricenzemnial. In konor of
this celubralion we are preparing a acw cocl boele of lavorite recipes of 'rloce
Guorgiuns and their friends, The Look 15 %o cantaln 250 to 300 recipes in the
following catepories; Appetigers, plckes, relishes; Soups, salads, dressings

& sauces; MNain dishk, meal, fish, poultry; main dish, cpgs, cheese, pasca &
casservles; Vepeiables;y dreads, rolls, piles, pastries; (akes, ccolties, icings;
Degzeris; Candy, jelly, jam, preserves; Revevapes and Miscellaneous, The Looks
will be spirzl wound, The full-celor cover will curry the Tricentennial logo,

4 form is provided for your conveninece, Recause all recipes are to ke separated
inte categoriea, write legibly or Lype each orn & separate sheei or oo photocopies
of this sheet.

Flease mail or turn ia o hirs, d Ivan Rainwater, 2803 Liberty Flace, Lowie,

Casegory N of item
Heasurement Tngredients Mezasurement  Ingredients
Directions:

Submitted Ly:

FRINY exacl name to e nsed in coox hask

1{ recipe is continued, rark "over." LUse separate sheet for additiornal recipes.




HOURS OF OPERATION

ibrary: Sundays 12 -, 4 PM and during Specia
ivents

Marietta Tours - Suspended During Restoration
{nformation - (301) 464-0590

THE GIFT SHOP
atures a tasteful collection of handcra

blications and souvenirs of Historic Marietta,

RINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ST OFFICE BOX 14
IVERDALE MARYLAND 20738-0014

LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY

Society 1s located at Marketta, 5625 Bell Station Roud
Glenm Dale, Maryland, off Route 193, ncar Route 450,
is i a facility of the Maryland-Nationsl Capital Park and
{anning Commission,

MARIETTA »
459

NON-FROFIT ORG
U. 8 POSTAGE
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RIVERDALE, MD
PERMIT NO. 1948
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SEPTEMBER, 1883 OUR 41ST YEAR VOLUME XX/ NUMBER 8

FALL LECTURE SERIES SCHEDULER

Scciety President Joyce McDonald announced the schedule for
the Society's Fall 1993 Lecture Series, which is again
co-spensored by the Prince George's County Community College.
The Series includes a lecture on Crnamental Plaster - The
Ttalian Influence by Past President John Glannetti, to be
held at his workshop in Brentwood; History Mysteries and
Ghosztly Tales by Joan Chaconas, Facility Aide at Surratt
House and former President of Lhe Surratt Society, to be held
at Marietta; Mary Linstrom and Friends of the Greenbelt
Museum will discuss Greenbelt, at the Greenbelt Public
Library; and Chris Wagnon, M-NCPPC naturalist and stoneware
collector, will lecture on $toring the Harvest - 19%9th Century

Bmerican Stoneware Containers. With such a wvaried and
interesting group of lectures, this promises to be a
worthwhile series. Dates and times are shown on the
calendar. Call 301-464-5290 to register in advance or just
show up. The lectures are priced at $12 each, $10 for
members of the Society. The entire series may be subscribed
for al 536 (530 for members). Light refreshments will be
servedd.

OCTOBER 5 PGCHS BCARD MEETING, 10:00AM AT MARIETTA
QCTCBER 9 PGCHS REGULAR MEETING, 2:00PM AT MARIETTA

OCTCBER 21 FAIl LECTURE SERIES, €:30PM AT GIANNETTI STUDIOS,
OCTOBER 23 FALL BUS TCUR, LEAVES 8:45AM, FROM MARIETTA
OCTORER 28, FALL LECTURE SERIES, 6:30PM AT MARIETTA




SOCIETY BOARD ELECTIONS

The Novewmxber Meeting, to be
held at the reqular time of
2:C0 PM, Saturday, November 13,
1993, at the DeMarr Library,
Marietta, will, in adaition te
our speaker, Robert Truax, a
Society member, who will spezk
o Washington and Suburkan
Streetcars, be devoted to our
annual election of Officers anc
Directors., Three Directors,
Jane Eagen, Edith Bagot and
Anne Ferguscn, are reachine the
end of their current terms.
Directors Wallis Cain and
Eugene Roberts will continue to
serve their terms until 1994,
Director Cheryl Adams, another
Director elected in 1992 to a
two year term, has resigned and
will be replaced by appointment
of the Board of a person to
fill that peosition for the
remainder of Ms. Adams' tezm.
The Board iz pleased to
announce that Florence Reidesel
has accepted the appcintment.

The Nominating Committee,
headed by Secretary Sarah
Bourne, would like membexr's
input for consideration by the
Board for any of the open
officer pesitions and for the
Board of Director wvacancies.
Please call Sarah at
301-277-5468,

Thank Jou

FROM FAIRFAX STATION TO
POINT IOOKOUT

The Society begins the fall
season on Saturday, Octcbher 9,
1293, with a ‘ourney down :the
Potomac River, witn The
Honorable Gilbert Gude as our
guide.

Mr. Gude is knowh o most of us
as a former Representative to
Congress from Montgomery
Ceounty. Since leaving that
pesition, he has been Lhe
Executive Director cf Lhe
Potorac River Rasin Consortium,
corncerned not cnly wilh the
environment, but alsc Lhe
nisteory and pecples from WesT
Virginiz to the Chesapezke Bay.
Mr. Gude will lead us down the
river from the headwaters zal
Fairfax Station, West Virginia,
teo Point Zookout where the
river joins the Bay.

The meeting will be in the

rederick S. DeMarr Library of
County History at Marietta at
2:00 PM.

GOODBYE AND THANK YOU!

At their
Boardg of

_ast meeting, the
Directors reluctantly
accepted the resignation of
Director Cheryl Adams. As most
of our readers know, Cheryl and
Blaine moved into a lovely new
waterfront home on the Patuxent
River several years aqo.




Cheryl continued her very
active role in the Society and
on the Society Board as she put
dewn new roots in her new home.
While we are sad te lose such a
charming and capable woman, we
know that Calwvert County will
happily enjoy Cheryl's talents
for many years Lo come. Cheryl
and Blaine have also mace the
move from the Prince George's
&chool system to Calvert County
Schools, further cementing
their ties in ocur neighboring
county to the scuth.

Cheryl has left a permanent
mark on the Library of County
History with her efforts to
begin the cataloguing and
computerization of Fred
LeMarr's extensive collection
of books and papers. fWe thank
you Cheryl, for your hours of
hareé work and for your
delightful company. Cur very
nest wishes go with you and we
hcpe to see both you and Blaine
at a Society event very soon.

ANCTHER MILITARY ASSAULT
ON MARIETTA

Susan Wolfe, Faclility Manager,
reports that the July "Marching
Through Time" encampmeni was SO
successful for the participants
that additional encampments are
planned. The first will take
place the weekend of October 2
ard 3. The 20th legion,
Scoldiers of Ancient Roma, who
participated in the July event,

will return to Marietta and
welcome wvisitors to view their
camp and demonstrations of
Roman Army life, drill and
battle tactics. The small
encampment is open for visitors
from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM on
both Saturday and Sunday.
There is no admission charge.
Further details may be secured
by calling 301-464-5281.

Soclety Membership Report

Treasurer Jack Bourne reports
that the Scciety is pleased to
welcome the folliowing new
members.

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

Susan Leonard Bayly
Marye D. Gannett
Dr. and Mrs. John T. Lynn

NEW MEMBERS

John W. Brown

Gladys B, iMrs. Lansdale G.j
Clagett

Katherine B. {Mrs. Hugh) Clagett
Joesephine R. Herring

Mr. and Mre. George J. Kanellos
D. Jane Klemer

Mr. and Mrs. Carlyle J. Lancaster
Dr. and Mrs. John T. Lynn
Douglas McElrath

William F. and Nancy McDade

Kay and Walter Meinhardt

WELCOME ALL!

adtd bk dul




TRICENTENNIAL PLANNING
CONTINUES

The Society continues very
active participation in Lhe
planning fox the 300th Birthday
of Prince George's County., Our
Vice President, Jchn Mitchell,
continues to chair meetings of
a growing Committee, whaose
railing list now exceeds 125
names. Each tine we meet, new
faces from new places provide
additional impetus tc our
efforts. We are advised that
the Cgunty Government will
announce the Members of the
Official County Commission at
the festivities dedicating the
historic wall paper in the
Library at Riversdale to be
held cn Nowvember 13, 1993,
While we are not at liberty to
disclose the names, we are
assured that they will
represent a cross section of
the County and will also be in
a positicn to work very well
with the citizens group we nave
formed.

At the last neeting, we learned
of the follewing specific
events being planned in nongr
of the 300th Birthday.

The Foreat Garden Club will
coordinate the 19%€ Maryland
House and Garden Pilgrimage,
which will be centered
exclusively in Prince George's
Ccunty. That will be sometime
in April 1996.

The Prince George's Arts
Council is sponsoring a Poster
Contest tc take piace in 1995,
so the winning Poster can be
uvsed throughout 2998,

Planning for an anthclogy of
literary efforts by authers in
Erince George's Ccunty, a
literary and poetry contest
will ke cosponsored by the Arts
Council and Scott Publications,
with a view to publication by
June of 129s6.

The Arts Council will also
spensor a Festlval of the Arts,
kighliighting both visual and
performing artists of the
County.

The National History Day Lakes
piace at the University of
¥aryland each year. The County
participants in the planning of
the 199¢ event will ensure that
the nhistery of our County is a
primary focus of that event and
will announce varicus events
leading up to Lhe 1996 History
Day over tThe next two years.

The Oxon Hill Bike Club is
considering sponsorship of a
200 mile ride in conneation
with the Tricentennial.

The Beggar's Opera was the
first operatic performance
accompanied by live orchestral
mugic to be held in the
American Cclonies. This took
place in 1740 in our cwn County
Seat, Upper Marlborc. The




Maryland Opera Society is
planning to reprise that
verformance during 1996,

Tf you have an event in mind,
olease let us know by writing
to the Tricentenrial Committee
c/o the Scclilety. We welcome
your inpul.

Subcommitteses of the Committee
have begun to take over the day
to day werk of planning the
celebration. Warren Rheoads'
Mamorabilia Committea's
earliest efforts were highly
visible at the County Fair at
which a commemorative T Shirt
was being scld. Please note,
for you collectors of
memorabilia, that this is
limited edition T Shirt, and
that future editions are likely
to be significantly different.
You may secure cne (large or
extra large only) by sending
310 per shirt to the
Tricentennial Committee in c/fc
of the Society, or by drepping
intc the gift shop at Marietta.

The Finance Committee, headed
by Bob Crawley and Gordon
Hells, has begqun Lhe process of
determining budget needs and
Zund raising appreoaches.

e will contirue to keep you
updated as these plans develop.
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FROM THE EDITOR'S
DESK

No, I have not been able to
straighten the desk up much,
but I feel that change, once in
a while, is good. 1 also
should note that the new look
to News and Notes comes from my
continued foray into the world
of computing. I, of necessity,
acguired a new printer (my
laser died last month just as I
was getting the News and Notes
out), and I was unsure if it
ceuld be fixed, so opted for a
color desk jet printer as a
pessible second printer for use
in all of the production I deo
for varicus organizations. 1




also acquired a new desk top
publishing package and am
trylng it out this month. So,
the 'lock' ©f this publication
will continue tc evolve over
the next few months.

Speaking ¢f change, sometimes
it is not for the better. I
noted with dismay the decision
of the County Cecuncil, sitting
as @ District Council, to adept
new zoning for property at Rte.
193 and Bell Staticn Read,
within view of Eistoric
Marietta Mansion {our
headquarters) that will allow
the development cof commercial
activities on the site. This
matter has been discussed by
the County Council since it was
first propcsed back in the
early 1980s. Regardless of the
fact that a Citizen's Advisory
Commissicn, the local civic
associaticn, the zoning hearing
exariner and most cbservers
concluded that there was no
change in the needs of the
community for commercial
establishments in the area
{except that there are more now
than can serve the population
expected to arrive in the area
throughout the next ten years:
and in contravertion of two
very strongly worded decisions
in the past, the current
members of the Council voted tc
allow commercial zening. I
guess they dc not care what the
regsidents think, what the
zoning experts feel is
appropriate, or what is geed

for the community. They seen
to kowtow to developers at
every turn. Perhaps it Ig& time
for the people te insist that
zening be removed from their
power and given Lc a
non-elected Zoning Board that
cannot 'feather political
campaign chests' as a result of
tneir decisions. Certainly,
the needs of the County and its
residents are not served by
pianting Gelden Arches in the
driveway at Marietta.

The Society did take a pcsiticn
on this propesal before the
County, as it has in the past.
But “his situation dlrectly
a*fects our headguarters site,
Marietta Mension, and we have a
stake in the outcome. It is
not, as one member of the
Council so often says - "The
Historical Society is at it
again!"

I mentioned in the last issue
that T feel it is beneficial to
the readers of this publication
te know more about the
organizations in Prince
Gecrge's County that are
involved with the higtory of
the County and the preservation
of the extant evidences of our
glerious and inglorious past.
Last montn I highlighted Prince
George's Heritage and T have
received a number of kind and
positive comments apout that
piece. Therefore, 1 wculd now
like to introduce you to
another orgarization - the
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2ND AND 3RD
6TH
9TH
9TH
9TH
218T

23RD
28TH

NOPEMBER
8TH

10TH

12TH AND 13TH

13TH

13TH

I8TH

11TH

ROMAN SOLDIERS CAMP AT MARIETTA, 10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
EACH DAY

PGOGENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING, GREENBELT PUBLIC LI-
BRARY 7.00 PM

PGCHS BOARD MEETING. MARIETTA, 10:00 AM

MARIETTA GIFT SHOP VOLUNTEERS MEET, MARIETTA, 1:15 PM

PGCHS GENERAL MEETING, GILBERT GUDE AND A GUIDE TO THE
POTOMAC, MARIETTA, 2:(0 PM

PGCHS FALL LECTURE SERIES BEGINS, JOHN GIANNETTI ON OR-
NAMENTAL PLASTER - THE ITALIAN INFLUENCE, GIANNETTI STU-
DIOS, BRENTWOOD, 6:30 PM

PGCHS FALL BUS TOUR, LEAVE MARIETTA, 8:30 AM

PGCHS FALL LECTURE SERIES CONTINUES, JOAN CHACONAS ON
GHOST STORIES, MARIETTA, 6:30 PM

PGCHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, MARIETTA, 4:00 PM
{NOTE CHANGE IN DATE AND TIME)

PGCHS FALL LECTURE SERIES CONTINUES. GREENBELT NEW
TOWN, GREENBELT PUBLIC LIBRARY, 6:30 PM

ANNUAL STATEWIDE PRESERVATION CONFERENCE, LOEW'S AN-
NAPOLIS HOTEL, ANNAPOLIS, REGISTRATION AT 8:30 AM EACH DAY

RIVERSDALE DEDICATION OF HISTORIC WALL PAPER, AN-
NOUNCEMENT OF COUNTY TRICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, 10:00 AM.
RIVERSDALE MANSION, RIVERDALE

PGCHS REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING, ANNUAL ELECTION OF
QFFICERS, AND ROBERT TRUAX SPEAKS ON URBAN AND SUBURBAN
STREETCARS, MARIETTA, 2:00 PM

PGCHS LECTURE SERIES FINALE, CHRIS WAGNON ON HISTORIC
STONEWARE, MARIETTA, 6:30 PM

PGCHS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GALA, RTVERSDALE, 2:00 PM




Hisraric Marietsa at Glenn Dale, Maiyland

Headquarcers of the Prince George,s Coun ty Historical SOCiety

1943 - FALL BUS TOUR - 1993
SATURPAY, OCTORER 23, 18803
A VISIT TO PAST ELEGANCE

Tour HOMEWGCOD - Builtin 1801 at a cost of $40,000 by Charles Carroll of Camoliton (signer of the
Declaration of Independence) as a wedding gift for his son Charles Jr. and Harriet Chew, HOMEWOOD
is constructad of brick brought from England. It is considered one of the finest Faderal Period houses in
America and displays many of the Carroll family original fumishings.

Luncheon at the VALLEY INN (Greystone building of 1830s vintage).
SEE BELOW FOR FOOD SELECTION

Tour EVERGREEN - The 12 room house that grew into 8 48 room mansion. Builtin the 1850s by the
Broadbent family, EVERGREEN was purchased by John Garrett, President of the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad. Enlarged through two generations of the Garrett family from the 1880s to the 1820s,
EVERGREEN now houses over 10,000 volumes of rare books, a private theater, a carriage house and
artifacts collected from around the world by Ambassador John Work Garrett and his wife Alice.

The price of $32.50 per person includes all entrance fees, transportation and luncheon.
GUESTS ARE WELCOME
LEAVE FROM MARIETTA - SOCIETY HEADQUARTERS
5526 BELL STATION ROAD PROMPTLY AT 8:45 AM

DEADLINE OCTOBER 16TH
Luncheon selection end namae/names

BROILED CRAB CAKE
CHICKEN A LA KING =
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO PRINCE GEORGE'S
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Mail to Warren Rhoads, 12501 Kemmerton Lane
Bowie, MD 20715

CASH BAR WILL BE AVAILABLE

Post OFffice Box 14 = Riverdale, Maryland 20738 = 301/464-0590



Prince George's County Historic
Preservation Commission.

THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

The Prince George's County
Historic Preservation
Ccrnission was created 11 years
ago when the Courty adopted the
Historic Sites and Districis
Zlang. This Plan, which is a
zoning statute authcrized
prometed under State of
Maryland statutes, established
the initial list of Historic
Sites in the County and
provided both incentives and
disincentives to protection of
those properties by their
owners. The Historic
Preservaticn Commission
i{Commission) was formed to
cversee the plan and to ensure
that property owners are aware
of their responsibilities and
of Lhe benefits accorded owners
of sights designated as
Historic under the Plan,

Commissicners are appointed by
the County Executive from names
submitted by a number of
vrganizations that have a stake
in the County. These include
the Farm Burezu, Chamber of
Comnerce, Historical and
Cultural Trust, Suburban
Maryland Building Industry
Association, and the Board of
Realtors. The Commission also
is required to have a member of
the architectural profession
and a represenzative cf

Municipal governments as
members. Finally, public
members, including one or more
with specific background in
Historic Preservation are
mandated.,

The current members of the
Commission are: Robert Crawley,
Chair, Druscilla Null
(Historical and Cultural
Trust), William Shipp (Building
Industry), David Murray
{Chamber), Frances Myers (Farm
Bureau}, Sigfried iIsing
{Architect), Nancy Jarvis
{Realtor), Steve Rogers
{Municipal), and Jane Eagen
{who is also a member of our
Board) .

The Commission, whose members
serve withcut remuneration,
meets once per month and
considers the following types
of actions:

Designation of Historic Sites

The current Amended Plan
(approved by the Council in
March 1992) contains 541 listed
historic sites and one histoeric
district (Broad Creek). Sites
may be designated as a result
cf a number of actions -
request by the owner of the
property to have the site
listed; application for a
building permit by the owner of
one of the many properties
designated in the property
records as an historic
resource; as part of the




approval process for ar
amendmenl Lo an area master
plan, cr at tne initiaticn of
the Commission itself, There
are none potential criteria
invelived in coensideration of
designaticn. Not all
properties are designated (8 of
10 ceonsidered in 1992 were
designated). The property
owner may appeal a decision to
designate a propverty, and such
appeals are heard by the County
Council. Site designations are
only considered in open public
hearings and after the
contiguous property cwWners are
notified ¢f the hearing and the
property ig posted. The wishes
of the preperty owner are
considered in the process and
the owner is always accorded
the right to present his or her
case before the Commission and
tc be counseled by the staif
befere the hearing.

Historic Area Work Perimils

Any property in the CounlLy that
is listed as & 'historic
resource' cr is a designated
site under the Plan, or is
located wWwithin a locally
designated Historic Districzt;
must acquire an Historic Area
Work Permit before extensive
work «¢zn be done on the
exterior of any building on the
property. The Commission
authorizes staff signcff of
some permits because they
appear to require minimal
disturbance of the preperty.

Where mere exkensive work is
precposed, however, the Zull
Commission wilil censider the
matter in a2 public hearing at
which the owner must specify
the work to be done and how it
gualifies under the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for
Historic Properties. Twenty
8ix Historic Area VWcrk fermits
were grantec in 1992.

PRESERVATIIN TAX CREDITS

While histeric designation of a
property has certain
requirements and restricticns
attached Lo it, there are some
significant benefits of
nisteric designation as well.
One is the zllowance of a
credit against the County
pvortion of the property tax Zar
apprcved ecfforts te
rehabilitate the prcperty.

This provision is not widely
utilized, only two applications
being acted upon in 19%2, for a
total of $11,7€5.30. The
cwrers again nust submit the:ir
cnsts for rehabilitation
activities and show how the
work meets the Secretary of the
Interior's Standards before the
credit will be approved.

NATHINAL REGISIER NOMINATIONS

Before the Maryland State

Historic Preservation Officer
will consider a recomrendation
for listing of a property or a
group of properties (such as a
historic residential district)




in the Nalional Register of
Histocric Places, the proposal
is ccnsidered by the Commission
and a recommendation of
approval is made to the County
Executive, whe transmits the
recommendation to the State.
This happens from time te time.

HISTORK PRESKERVATKIN REFERRALS

Finally, the Commission
considers, upcn referral from
other agencies, the effect cf
planned develcpment of
properties that are near
historic properties. Based on
that consideration, after full
consultalbion with the
developers and owners of the
historic zite and the public,
the Commission makes
recommendaticns to the planning
approval authorities as to
modifications or other aspects
of the develcpment plan. The
Commission considered 55 of the
226 land use applications
referred curing 1992. The
remainder were handled by
staff.

OTHER ACTIVITIKS

The Commission is a member cof
the County-Wide Heritage
Organizations gqroup and
consults with other
organizalions on a freguent
pasis, including especially the
Historical and Cultural Trust
and Prince Gecrge's Herlitage,
pboth of which send observers to
all Commission meetings. The

Comnission is a member of the
Maryland Association of
Historic District Commissions
and the National association as
well. Commission proceedings
are covered in the quarterly
publication Friends of
Preservation, and outreach
activities include a slide tape
show and participation in
county preservation events such
as the Preservation Week
reception in May and the County
Fair. The Commission has also
published a number of items on
various aspects of the County
and its work.

I recommend that you consider
attending a meeting of the
Commission sc that you can see
how effectively our Historic
Preservation Plan is being
administered. The Commission
staff is the Historic
Preservation Staff of the
M-NCPPC Planning Department,
headed by Gall Rothrock. Their
phone number is 301-952-3520,

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Society's Gift Shop at
Marietta is in need of
Volunteers to staff during
opening hours on Saturdays and
Sundays. With the advent of
the Holiday Season just around
the corner, we need your help
more than ever. A meeting to
train velunteers and schedule
hours will be held at 1:15 PM
Cctober 9. Please come and
join us!




TRICENTENNIAL COOK BOOK
IN 1996, PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY WILL CELEBRATE ITS TRICENTENNIAL. IN HONOR OF THIS
CELEBRATION, THE TRICENTENNIAL TRUST IS PREPARING A NEW COOK BOOK OF FAVORITE
RECIPES OF PRINCE GEORGIANS AND THEIR FRIENDS, THE BOOK WILL CONTAIN 250 TO 300
RECIPES IN SEVERAL CATEGORIES: APPETISERS, PICKLES, RELISHES, SOUPS, SALADS, DRESSINGS
AND SAUCES; MAIN DISH - MEAT, FISH, POULTRY; MAIN DISH - EGGS. CHEESE, PASTA AND
CASSEROLES; VEGETABLES; BREADS, ROLLS, PIES, PASTRIES. CAKES, COOKIES, ICINGS:
DESSERTS; CANDY, JAMS, JELLIES, PRESERVES; BEVERAGES; AND MISCELLANEOUS. THE BOOKS
WILL BE SPIRAL BOUND AND THE FULL-COLOR COVER WILL FEATURE THE TRICENTENNIAL
LOGO. WE PLAN TO PUBLISH THE BOOK. LATE IN 1995. {F YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A RECIPE
CONSIDERED, COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW, PRINTING OR USING A TYPEWRITER, AND SEND IT
TO MRS. IVAN RAINWATER, 2408 LIBERTY PLACE, BOWIE, MD 20715-2348. MULTIPLE
SUBMISSIONS, ON SEPARATE FORMS, WILL BE APPRECIATED.

CATEGORY NAME OF ITEM .

MEASUREMENT INGREDIENTS MEASUREMENT  INGREDIENTS
DIRECTIONS: =

SUBMITTED BY: (PRINT NAME TO BE USED IN

COOKBOOK) THANK YOU FOR YOUR RECIPES, WHICH BECOME THE PROPERTY
OF THE PUBLISHER.




PRIIICE GEORSE'S CONNTY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY, HIC
PUBLICATIONS ORDER LIST

_EEINCE CECROE'S COANTY: A ERI0
ElAL ERSICEY by Alan Virta. $29.95
plas tax $1.50, plua $§2.00 s&h

—Latvert of Marviang $6.95 (tax incl}
plus $0.55 x&h.

_Auas of Urisee Georsge's Coumnty $5.00
plus 50,25 tax plus S0,.50 s&h,

ndexes ¢f Church Eeelsiers 2 vols.
$20.00 plus $1.00 tax plus 52.50 s&h.

___Chesapeake Lgy of Yere $25.00 plus
$1.25 tax plus $1.00 =&h.
_Limbawmn Centerwmal 54.00 plus
$0.20 tax plus $0.55 =t&h.

__ Derwvn Velehils $3.00 plus $0.15 tax

plus $0.35 =&h.
___Cybriel Dyvall Ebcerapiry $1.00 plus
$0.09 vax plus $0.35 s&h.
Flite Calf by Francis X. Geary, §5.00
plus $C.25 tax plus $1.0C s&h.

_ listaey of Peltsvilde $4.00 plus $0.20
tax plus S$0.55 s&h.

Please forward the above checked pub-
licaticna. Full payment (Payable to
FGCHS) enclosed.

Name

Address

City . State zZ1p

Daytime Telephone - -

THANX YOU FOR YOUR ORDER

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC
Annual Membership Appllostion

Dater
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Telephone - Home __ - -
Bus. __-__ -

Pleass indicats whether this i 2 new membership
or a renewal

new  ____renewal

—

CHECK BELOW THE CATEGORY YOU SELECT:

Full Time Student $10.00
Mamber $20.00
Life Member $200.00
Sustaining Member $50.00
Additional Contribution

| am also mterested in helping the Society as
a voluntser. Please contact me regarding
volunteer opportunities.

| would also ke to join the Marytand Historical
Soclety. | am enclosing $25.00 for an ndividual
membership or $35.00 for husband and wife.

Qur operating support comes from your dues and
contributions.
All contributions qualify for tax deduction.
We appreciate your continued support.

Make checks payable to PGCHS

Mail Check and Form to;
Prince George's County Historical Society
Post Office Box 14

Riverdale, MD 20738-0014
30146840560



HOURS OF OPERATION

Marietta Tours - Suspended During Restoration
Information - (301) 464-0590

THE GIFT SHOP

atares a tasteful collection of handcrafted
tems for homes and gift-giving, toys and games
or children, small antiques, Historical Society
hublications and souvenirs of Historic Marietta,

RINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ST OFFICE BOX 14
ALE MARYLAND 20738-0014

LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY

Society is located at Marictta, 5625 Bell Station Road

in Glenm Dale, Maryland, off Route 193, near Rowte 450.

is s a facility of the Maryland-National Capital Park and

angting Commission.

/m

WASHINGTON, DC

NON-PROFTT ORCG.
U. S POSTAGE
PAID
RIVERDALE, MD
PERMIT NO. M8
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e =]
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FALL LECTURE SERIES CONTINUES

“he Society's Fall 1993 Lecture Series, which 1is again
cosponsored by the Prince George's County Community Celleage,
conbinues this month with Mary Linstrom and Friends of LChe
Greenbelt Museum discussing the history and development of
Greenbelt, at the Creenbelt Public Tibrary; anc¢ Chris Wagnon,
M-NCP?C naLuralist and stoneware collector, speaking on
Storing the Harvesl - 1%th Century American Stoneware
Containers. Dates and times are shown on the calendar. Call
301-4&4-0590 te register in advance or just show up. The
lectures are priced at $12 each, $10 for members of the
Scciety. Light refresnments wlll be served.

STREETCARS OF WASHINGTON

THE SOCIETY'S NOVEMBER 3TH MEETING CELEBRATES THE CONCKUSION OF OUR #ST VEHR., &S
USUBL, AND AS REPORTED €ASEWHERE, THE BUSINESS MEETIRG Wikk BE DEVOTED TO THE
SLECTION OF NEW BOHRD MEMBERS HID OFFICERS FOR THE 1993-1994 YEHR.

NOVEM3ER 8 PGCHS BOARD MEETING, 4:00 P.M. AT MARIETTA
NOVEMBER 10 FALL LECTURE SERIES, GREENSBELT LIBRARY, 6:30PM
NOVEMBER 13 RIVERSDALE ANNOUNCEMENT OF TRICFNTENNTAL COMMISSICN

NOWVEFMBRER 13 PGCHS RECGULAR MEETING, 2:00FM AT MARIETTA

NOVEMBER 1% TRICENTENNTAL COMMITTEE, BCB EALL WAREHCUSE, 7:00FM
NOVEMBEX 18 FALL LECTURE SERIES CONCLUDES, MARIETTA, 6:30 P.M.
NOVEMBER 28 CHILDREN'S STORY SPECIAL, MARIETTA, 4:00 P.M.




BFTER THE RUSHNSS MEETINS, THE
SOCIETY IS PLEHSED TO HHVE ROBERT
TRUBX, 8 MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY HIM
BUTHOR OF 8 BOOK Ol WHSHINSTOR
STREETCHRS PRESENT THE KECTURE, WE
%O0OK PORWEARD TO YVOUR PRESENCE AT THIS
IMPORTANT MEETINS AT MARETTH.

SOCIETY BOARD
ELECTIONS

The November Mesting, to be held at the
regular time of 200 PM. Saturday,
November 13, 1993, st the DeMarr Library,
Marietta, will, in addition to our speaker,
Robert Truax, & Society member, who will
speak  on  Waslungton and  Suburban
Streetears, be devoled o our annual election
of Officers and Directors. Theee Direclors,
Gene  Roberts, Edith Bagal and  Ann
Ferguson, are seaching e el of hwir
currcanl lerms.  BEdilh amd Son, who have
each served for a oumber of years, have
decided nol to stand for re-election. the
Officers ave also up for re-election. The
Nominaling Commiltes, headed hy Secrelary
Sarahh Bourne, has propessd the following
slate for the eonsiderstion of the Members at
Lhe Nuvem ber Meeting —

President - Joyce McDonald
Vice Prasident - John
Mitchell

Treasurer - John Bourne
Secretary - Sarah Bourne
Historian - Frederick S,
DeMarr

Editor =~ Lester H. Sweeting
Directors ~ 1994/1995
Eugene B. Rcberts, Jr.
Julie Bright

S5arah Mosecley

JirecTors fcr the term
1593/1994 wil: continue
to be ==

Jane Eagen

Wallis Iall Cain

Plorence Riedesel

{succeeded Cheryl Adams by
appointnent of the DBoard).

As always, ncominations from
the IZlcor will bha in oprder
during the asrual meeting.

LIBRARY AGQUISITIONS

Woe are pleasad to announce thal our
Frederick S, DeMarr Library of County
History has recenty made the following
BOQUISILONS,

Through the generasity of A. S.
Bayne Robertson and Robert Steed
Robertson, a significant collect:on of
papers of the Magruder/Lowe/ Bayne
/Steed/Robertson families, dating
back to the early 18th century, has baen
placed on indefinita loan. Historien
DeMarr has begun W go through Lhese
items, which include ledgers of the
original  Ship  Chandlary  the  {amily
managed in Newport News, and st least
one parchment recording a land grant
from the last of the Lords Bsltimore,
Frederick, Lo a Magruder. This last
artifact was used as wrapping paper for
a collection of mid-twentieth century
records. We thank the Massrs.
Robertson for this indefinile loan.

‘A second acquisition was made
anonymously by a caller who stopped In
Lo the Library one weekday and left. her
deceased brother's collection of over
1.000 photographs of structures in
Maryland. According to the lady who
dropped the photographs off, & was a
tug of war in the family as Lo whether the
Library or the lendfill stood W recewe
this laergess, We appreciate her
decision and Lthank her for thinking of us.



TWO WeNMES OF
PRINEC GEORGE'D
counTy

Alan Virta submitted two nominations in
the recent round for "Women of
Distinction® and they are so interesting
that we thought our readers might enjoy
their stories.

MEITITAREL HOLLAND PIERPONT

Tn am age when women were denied the
same econnmic Tights as men, Mehitabel
Holland  Pierpont, Colonial [nnholder,
distinguished henell a5 an  indcpendent
businesswoman.  In an age when widows
with children, as a rule. had lo remarry in
order 1o support their children, Mehitabel
Holland Pierpont remained an independent
gingle  parent, Although  Maryland
gepealogists remem ber her as the anestor of
the Hevolutionary War hero Olhe Holkaod
Williams, and West Virgima gesealogisls
remember her as the anecestor of John
Picrpont. the Mountain Stale’s finst gavernor,
Mehitabel  Helland  Pierponts  own
ascomplishments,  apsrt from her
distinguished progeny, merit recognition.

Mehitabel Holland Pierponl was born
about 1667 in Anne Arundel County, the
daughter of John Larkin. The mame of her
mother is not known with certainly. Her
fathier was a well known figure in Colonial
Maryland, a large landholder and a
prominent lusholder, The rmole of the
innholder was an  important one in
Marylaml’s non-orban, agricultural colomial
society.  for lhe  innholder-proprietor
provided sn important sovial and economic
nessl, that of publie aceommodalion (food,
ldging, and meeting place) for travelers and
locals alike  The county courts amd
provinetal  povernment strictly  regulated
innholding, pruprieloss cepularly had o
appear befure the court for renewal of

bisiness licenses, The inoholder was well
known W the public at large and to public
officialdom. John Larkin was perhaps better
known than most, for the General Assembly
and the eounly eourks, in these early days,
met at his inms in Londontowne and
Harwooed.

Abont 1684, Mahitabel married Otho
Holland, and they apparently took up the
operation of the inn at Londontowne. They
had six children, whose births are recorded
in the register of All Hollows Parish., Less
than a year after the birlh of their youngest
child, however, Otho Holland died.
Mehitabel married again, to John Pierpont, a
carpenter. Like her firsl husband, Pierpont
ook over the operation of the inn af
Londontowne, Aceonrding to Aune Arundel
County court records, however, lLe soom
"removed from this provinee to foreign
parts” leaving Mehitabel and her seven
minor children {the soungest being his)
"withoul having made any provision of
reasunahle maintenanee,”

Without a hushand, yet legally still
married, Mehitabel Holland Pierpont. was in
& difficult economie and logal gituation. She
supported  herself and her family by
continuing the inm al Londontowne and
supplemented her income hy working on
behalf of the county court. earing for sick
amd indigent individuals, She had to go to
courl to win the right to sue to recover debis
doe to her business, for several of her
debtors refused to pay on Lhe grounds she
had no power of attorney from her aleent
husband. The county court supported her
pelition, and she was granted the status of
femme sole, coabling her 1o trapsact legal
business withoul a husband’s permission.

Mehitabel operated the inn at
Londontowne until 1741, when she relocated
to Prince Georges County, where she was
granled a license to operate an inn in the
lown of Queen Aune  Localed on the main
road from Annapolis o Upper Marlboro,
Queen Anne, at the ferry cressing of the




Patuxent River, was an active tobacen port.
Mehitabel operabd the inn al Quecn Aone
until 1719, when she and one of her sops
purchased a plantation in what is now south
Bowie. Sk continued to supplement the
family inesme by caring for the indigent
gick for the Prinee Georges Gounty eourt.
The date of her death & not koown, but her
name appears in the legal records through
the 173, when she was well into her
cightics,

Mehitabel Holland Pierpont was an
wmsual figure in her time, an indepemdent
woman who supported herself amd  her
children through her own business
enterprise. She ako filled an important role
a2 a caregiver 1o tie poor in an era before
the public welfare system was established.
Mehitabel Holland  Pierpont,  colomial
innholder, was indeed a woman of
achievement in eolonial Prince Georges
County,

Halaspea Sdckoay. AR The Amenan Avsstry o Jdwe
Flerpont of (Wt Yiugma® in The Vinginis Cenealogsl Apei -
June 1566, This setiche iy fotontec with aferemass 12 the ligal

rowods pertam=g to Mehitabel Holtond Fierpoal czed above
tediisfly AN and Frébon Crunty ecurt resardst

ANN JOKCE

The detaike of Ann Joice's [ife are
obscured by the passage of time and the fack
of contemporary biographical accounts.
Yevertheless, from the incomplete and
sometimes contradictory record that does
survive, the general vulline of her life ean
be reconstructed.  Ann Joiee was a slave in
Prince Georgds Coanty fer more Lhan hall a
century.  She lived and worked at U
Woodvard, a plantation pear Clintan, on
what is now Woodvard Road, Her owners
were the Darpall family, fricnds, politieal
allies and relalives by marriage of the Londs
Ballimore. Despite her slave statns, Ann
Joice maintained that by rights she should
be a fres woman. She passed this legacy on
to her ehildren and grandchildren, and more
than a century after she came to Muryland,
ope of her descendunts, still in slavery,

petitioned for freedom. Thus ensued a courd
case that pitted the leaders of the Maryland
legal profession against each other. It is in
the tetimony and depositions for that ease
that an account of Ann Joice’s fife has bern
preserved, Ann Joies's stary, as reconled in
the proceedings of Marylamd’s High Gowl of
Appeals. 8 a remarkable leslament to the
power and endurance of the American
dream of freedom, even in the most adverse
of circumstances,'

Ann Joice was harn abeul 1660 in the
Wist Indies, pmbebly on the sland of
Barbades, She was, by masl acoounts, of
mixed white and hlack ancsstry. As a child,
ghe was taken to England. but at age
soyeateem  or eighleen was  Dbrought to
Maryland by the Calverts, Marylands
proprictary family, as a cook and a waiting
maid? Sometime after her arrival i
Maryland she became a servant lo the
Darmalls.  Ann Joice maintained thal she
was an indentured servanl. due hor freasdom
after a leves of four vears serviee. The
Durnalks did not recognize her claim and
kept her in slavery the rest of her lile® In
1™ one of her greal~greal grandsons,
Charles Mahoncy, slave to the Roverend
John Ashtom of White Mash (Bawic).
petitioned the eourl for his freedom on e
grounds that he was descended from a free
woman'  Mahoneys team of lawyers
included Gabriel Duvall, later a justice of
the United States Suprems Court, and John
Johnson, laler attorney geuneral of the Sfate
of Marvland, Arrayed agaisst them on
behalf of the Reverend Ashton was a batlery
of lawyers, igcluding Philip Barlon Key,
later a 1L S Congresman, aml Lutber
Martin, a member of the Continental
Congress,

The lawyers from bolh sides interviewed
individwals who knew Ann Joices family.
Bevawse of the passage of so many yesrs,
mest of the individuals had ool known Ann
Joice peramally, but had heard of hor
situation from Uscir elders. Mary Crawford,
aged 87, depuosed Lhal e has heand her




minther say there was 2 woman by the name
of Joice came in with Lard Baltimore (and
that she her mather dare say the sume Aun
Joye: or any of her children would be free if
they made any stiv to obtsin  their
freedom)™  Anne Aordle, aged 74, sayd her
mother=in=law, years befere, had told her
that Ann Joices family should be free’
Menry Davis recalled that his uncle had told
him that "t was the repurt of the
neighborhood that if she had justice done
her she (Ann Joice) ought W have been free™

One deponent who did know Ann Jniee
personally was ber grandson Peter Harbard,
77 years old when hk testimony was
recorded in 1792 He stated that he was also
horn a slave to the Darnall family, but later
porchased his [reedom from Stephen West, a
subsequent owner of the Darnalls Woodyard
Plantation. e deelared that “he well knew
a mulatto woman by the name of Nanny
Joice, that zhe was his graodmolber and
lived at the Woodyard in the family of
Henry Darnall, that he hath frequently
heard hey say that she came into Maryland
with one of the former proprictors of thiy
state an indented &ic) servant for four years,
that she was sold by said proprivlor t Henry
Darnall as 2 cook amd that when her term of
servitwde expired, Darnall  burnt  her
indenture™  Fleanor Darnall Carmll, at age
B Lhe eldest representative of the Darnall
family, also knew Ann Joice but eountered
that she always understood that she was a
slave”

The case languished in eourl until May
1799 when finally a document was prodieed,
a It of servanls imporied into Maryland in
the year 1678 On the It was one "Mary
Joiee,” and Charles Calvert was assigned
headrights for transporting her (land dee to
thme paving the pasage of indenburved
servantst. Wheress the testimony apparently
had nol convinesd the courl that Anp Joice
should not have been kept as a slave, this
document did. The court ruled, “Therefore
it is adjudged by the court here that the
aforesaid Charles Mahoneyv..be hence Freed

and discharged of and from the serviee of
lhe said Revercnd John Ashton. . ' Om
appeal, however, the Reverend Ashton's
lawyers sucosssfully demonsteated errors in
the trial priceedings. On June 21, 18042, the
verdiel of freedom was overturned. This
researcher has not been able o determine if
Charles  Mahoney cver did attain  the
freedom to which hiy descenl from Ann
Juice entitled him.

The struggle of Charles Mahoney was
one of the early skirmishes in the national
struggle against slavery in the United States,
Ann Joees insistence that she should be free
was the inspirstion for Charles Mahoney's
persomal struggle. Ann Joices legacy, the
dream of freedom for herself and her
descendants, thus became one of the many
building blocks of the abolitionist movement
that finally eonvineed miml Americans hat
glavery in the laod of froedom could not be
sustained.
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HOLIDAY PARTY

The Society's Annual Christmas
Gala is scheduled for Saturday,
December 11, 1993, at Riversdale.
Guided Tours of the Mansion will
begin at 1:00 PM. and the Party
will take place from 2 to 4 P.M.
Members are encouraged to bring
gucsts. The price of admission,
as in the past, is a plate of your
favorite holiday sweet or savory.



Contributions should be ready to
go on the table, please. We look
forward to seeing you there to
celebrate the Holiday Season.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

As we mentioned last month, the
Society has a continuing need for
volunteers. There are a number
of specific activities you and/or
your friends and family ecan get
involved in. The Gift Shop, open
on Saturdays and Sundays, needs
help in doing the inventory, as
well as staffing when it is open.
The Library needs volunteers to
go through our extensive photo
collection and organize it so that
it can be catalogued. In addition,
aseisting in  organizing the
extensive collections of
manuscripts  into  meaningful
arcas of interest will help us as
we move to catalogue these items.
Computer literate people can help
in a number of ways both with
the Library and the Gift Shop.
We also need people to be
responsible for refreshments for
the meetings. Our several special
events take a significant amount
of planning and execution, and
volunteers can be of
immeasurable assistance as well.
Call the Society today and get on
the list. No experience i8
necessary, and you do not have to
be a Society Member to help out.
The Society has no employees. [t

18 an organization of volunteers,
not a county funded agency. If
we are to expand our services to
the public at large, we need you!

FROM TrHE
MRERSURER

The Treasurer will mail 1994 ducs invoicss
on December 1, 1993,  Members are
reminded that they may elwl to pay 1984
Maryland Historical Sociely dues throngh
the Prince George’s Mistorical Seciely, at
reduced rates, at the same time that they
pay their PGCIS duss for 1994

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

SINCE JANUARY 1, 1993, THE
SOCIEETY HAS ATTRACTED 30 NEW
MEMBERS. DUR UST OF UFE
MEMBERS HAS ALSO CONTINUED TO
GROW. WE WELCOME THE
FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS AND
GIVE HEARTFELT THANKS TO THOSE
LISTED AS LIFE MEMBERS!

NEW MEMBIIRS
Sylvia T. Earl
Gerry Scheidhauer
Stephen Marsh Pioso
Joyee D, Messer
Ruth S. Bannister
Barbara Benfield
Linda M. Lacey
Edward T Bauer
Ted L. Strosser
Adclaide T. Binger
D, Jane Klemer
Marye D. Gannett
Douglas Mc Elrath
Susan ).eonard Bayly



NEW MEMBERS (CONT'D)

John W. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Carter Hall
Giladys B, Clagett

Katherine B. Clagett

Josephine R, Herring

Mr. and Mrs. George I, Kancllos
Mr. and Mrs. Carlyle J. Lancaster
Dr. and Mrs, John T. Lynn
William F. and Nancy McDade
Kay and Walter Meinhardt

Paul D. and Kathi A_ Cleaver
Del. Joanne C. Benson

Cissy Clagett

Dale F. and Karen M. Ewing
Mildred R. Gray

Marcia H, Hendricks

Henry Contee Bowie Clagett, Jr.
Mrs. J. Paul Bright, I11

LIFE MEMBERS

Mrs. Edith Bagot
Susan Leonard Bayly

John B. Bourne

Richard and Sarah Bourne

Oden Bowie

Albert H. Bowker

Elizabeth and Howard Bradley
Mrs, Anath Bright

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Chaney
Brice M. Clagett

Fred and Dorothy Clagett
Henry Contee Bowie Clagett, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Page B. Clagett
Charles Thomas Clagett, Jr.
Elaine and Willard Entwisle
Marye D. Gannett

Sarah ). Harvey

Phyllis Herndon

Forrest S. Holmes, Jr.

C. Harold Hutcheson

J. G, Jacobsen

Lt. Col. and Mrs, William K. Konze
Mrs, R. A, Kotria

Mr. and Mrs. Paul T, Lanham
Kathleen A Lewis

Dr. and Mrs. John T. Lynn

Pauline W. Machen

Margaret M. Marshall

Maryland National Capital Park and
Planning Commission

Karen D. Miles

Thomas V. Mike Miller. Jr.

John W, and Evalina S. Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. J. Spencer Overholser
Dr. and Mrs, W. E. Phillips

Miss Gertrude L. Poe

Judge and Mrs. Ralph W. Powers
Mrs. David R. Ray

Mr, and Mrs. Lester H. Sweeting
Patricia E. Tatspaugh

Charlotte J. Vaught

Mrs. R R. Waller

Mrs. Jessie Ward

Timucin and Susanna C. Yatman

While on this subject, we would also like
to note that we are sending this issue of
News and Notes to a mumber of people
whose memberships have lapsed over the
past few years. We believe that a gentle
reminder of this sort may encourage you
to come back to the Society. You can
identify yourself by the fact that your
label is different - it is in colorl We
thank you for taking this opportunity to
renew  your membership, Life
Membership is a valuable asset - you
might consider that and never have to




worry about renewal agnin.  Your
Society continues to need youl!

FUNDRAISER

The Pundraiser on Seplember 25 was a
resounding success, even wilh the sligh! rain
experienced during the day. Evenls such as
this are only suceessful due to the efforts of
a lot of people and the Soeiely wanls to
thank the organizers, especially Wallis Cain,
for their efforts We alsn must publicly
acknowledge the Nosscer family for their
graciowsnes in opening Delay to the Society
and vur guests, MNCPPC assisted in many
wiys - especially with the tables and chairs.
Fourishes kindly denated floral displays
for our use. For thuse who wore there, and
for those who are inleresld in sccing more
of their unique and beautiful work, you are
invited to a holiday open house al Mapleside,
a gracious twn of the centry home in
Millersville, MDD, See details in the Calendar,
While the Board members, ineluding our
puwest  member, Florence Riedesel, wore
well represented at the event, tending bar,
manning the book table, weleoming guests,
ele. we would ako like to acknowledge the
following people who ably assisted in this
effort: Susan and Jirn Wolle, Maxie Phillips,
Rita Sue Miller, Marian and Tom Bond,
Sharon Sweeting, Margaret Mitchell, Dick
Bourne and Bob McDonald. Thank you all
and we look forward {o next year.

A QUOTE
We {Americans) suffer primarily v from
our vless or our wenknessey, bul from o
illuslons. We are haunled, nol by reality,

Iut by those images we have pud in placs of

realidy,
Daniel Boorstin

FROM THE BOOKSIIELF
The acknowledgments of Hugh Howard's latest
boak, The Preservation's Progress: Architectural
Adventure’s in Conserving Yesterday's Houses,
New York: Farmar, Straus and Giroux, 1991,
conclude:

"A [inal word to acknowledgment must go
1o John Bunyan. The title of this book is,
obviously, intended to echoe that of his classic,
The Pilgrim’s Progress.

The Preservationist's Progress is not an
allegocy, nor is its snbject religious faith, yet [
believe there is a vertain thematic affinity
betsveen Bunyan's work and this anc. Toe borrow
the words of Roger Sharrock (wulhor of the
standlurd Bunvan biography and edilor of his
Works) Buavan attempted in his writing 'an
gxamination of his past cxperience and a
wanslation of it o a form which would
provide a recoghizable pattern of hope.”

1 beligve that description upplies, 100, 10 the
preservationists 1 have met. It is my hope that
their faith and confidence in the worth of the
st is to be heard in these pages "

What follows 1s a seri¢s of essays with such
intriguing titles as The Adwmirable Crafizman,
The Village Histovian, The FEpochal Carvier,
The Victorian Meechans, The Arnist's Collector,
The Man ¥Who Sells HNistory, The Carawr of
Clayy and the Academic Frovocalewr, cach
devoted to an exceptional
histonan/conservatosnpeeservationist. Some
names are [amiligr, others less so bul each




represcnls 4 unigue contnbation to the ficld of
preservation. Donald Carpentier, the Admirable
Craftsman, is a restoration carpenter, collecting
and restoring entire buildings in  Eastficld
Viilage. near Adbany, New York. The Village
Historian, John Obed Curtis, director of the
curatorial department at Old Sturbridge Village,
in Sturbridge, Massachusctis, describes in detail
his dating and restoration work on the Bixby
House. John Mesick, or the Epachal Carrier,
deseribes his work at Jefferson's  Academical
Village, loced o Charottesville, and
concludes with a discussion of how different
restorateon 15 toduy from when Stanford White
“restored" Jefferson's Rotunda at the University
of Virginia arcund the wen of the century. To
this obscrver, the most familiar of those
individuals represented here is the Victorian
Merchant or Clem Labine. the crealor of our
beloved Old Housc Journal begun at his kitchen
table with $85.000 in savings. Thc Artist’s
Collector essay presents a  fascinating
point-counter-point of Frank Llovd Wrightiana
collector Thomas Monaghan.  Christopher Gray,
the Man Who Sells History, cams his living
researching buildings in New York and working
for the Landmarks Preservation Commission,
among, others.  Another familiar name is that of
the director of the Maryland Historical Society,
Charles Lyle. This essay describes his work on
the restoration of the Read House in New Castle,
Delaware, focusing on sclection of the period of
restoration for a property which had an
unusually long, ymportant life. And lastly, The

Academic Provocieur, Chesler H. Licbs, who
began the Historic Preservation  Graduate
Program at the University of Vermoni in 1975,
and suggests that "Now's the time to ook at the
faler Amerwan  suburbs. Historians  are
beginning 1o lovk al the 19205 and 1930¢
suburbs, but T think it's ime to look at the 1930s
suburbs.” This is a point made no less
cloquently by Gerald George, Executive Director
of the Natiomal Archives, at a Preservation
Weck Roception several years ugo. However,
the penmlumate essay, entstled "Four Private
Possibilitics™ and describing four abandoncd,
neglected buildings remrmed (o life by umatours
bent un wdupting the properties for their own

use, was one of my favorites, “Preservation isn't
merely loday's answer 10 renovation problems.
Rather preservation, unlike some casy answers
that are abandoned almost as quickly as they are
oflered, must focus on the future 0 nearly the

same degree it emphasizes the past.”
SHARCN | SWEETRNG

A JOURNEY WITH
GILBERT GLIDE

Saturday afternoon, October 9th began at
Fairfax Stone, the beginning of the Polomac
River, and ended with food and fellowship
under the trees at Marietta.

During the afternoon, Crilbert Gude led us

down the Potomac with a fascnating slide
presentation of his journcy down the Polomac
River. Mr, Gude organized this expedition (o
explorc the river from its sooroc at the
Maryland/West Virginia Border to the point
where il emplies into the Chesapeake Bay at
Point Lookowt in St Mary’s County. The
journey involved hiking through river bank
underbeush, balancing on the railroad tics of the
old B&O Railroad, walking along the C&O
Canal towpath and canoceing on Lhe niver. His
talk included muoch of the history of the area as
il related to boundary disputes and their
resolutions, and the effects of tansportation
development of the CRO Canal and the B&O
Railroad,
Mr. Gudc is deeply concerned with (he entire
Polomac River Basin and devotes much time (o
programs W conserve this valusble natural
resource,  We thank him for sharing this
experiencs with us,




PRUICE GEORGE'S COUNTY

HISTORICHK SOCIETY, MC
PUBLICATIONS ORDER LIST

_EEINCE €FCRCE'S COINTY; A ERCIC-
ELIAL HSECEY by Man Virca, $29%.35
plus tax 81.50, plus $2,00 s&h

—Lakvert of Manviamd $6.95 |tax iccl)
plus $0.55 s5h.

. Athas o Erince Cecige's Coumnty 55.00
plus $0.25 rax plus $0.50 s&h.

___lndexes of Church Leetsters 2 vols.
$20.00 plue $1.00 tax plus $2.50 s&h.

__Shesapeake Lay of Yore $25.00 plus
$1.25 tax plus $1.0C ssh.

. Lanham Centennial 54.00 plus
30,20 tax plus $0.55 s&h.

Eerwyn Helehts $3.00 plas $0,15 tax
plus £0.35 sih.

___Cabwiet Duvall Bgraohy $..00 plus
§C.05 tax plas 80,35 s&h.

_ Five Gall by Francis X, Gaary, S$5.00
pius S0.25 tax plus $L.00 s&h.

_ History ¢f Celtsville 54,00 plus $0.20

tax plus s0.55 =ik,

Please forward the above checked pub-

lications, ~full payment (Payable to
PGCHS) enclosed.

Name

Addrngs N
City . 9tate ZIP

Daytime Telephone - -

THANE ¥YOU 2OR YOUR CORDER

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC

Annual Membership Application

Date

Name
Address

City, State. Zip

2 Telephone -Home __ - -

B,
Please indicate whether this is a new membership
or a renewal

new __ renewal

CHECK BELOW THE CATEGORY YOU SELECT:

Full Time Student $10.00

Member $20.00

Life Member $200.00
Sustalning Member $50.00

Additional Contribution

| am also interested in halping the Sociely as
a volunteer, Please contact me regarding
volunteer opportunities.

| would also like to join the Maryland Historical
Society. | am enclosing $25.00 for an individual
membershlp or $35.00 for husband and wife.

Qur operating support comes from your dues and
contributions.
All contributions qualify for tax deduction,
We appreciate your continued support.

Make checks payable ta PGCHS

Mail Check and Form to:
Prince George's County Histoncal Society
Post Office Box 14

Riverdale, MD 20738-0014
A01.464.0500
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13TH

18TH

28TH
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING,
700 PM, GREENBELT PUBLIC LIBRARY

“A CHRISTMAS TEA", HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE, MAPLESIDE, 179
SEVERN CHAPEL ROAD, MILLERSVILLE, FRI. 4-7 PM; SAT. 11 AMTO6
PV, CALL 410-721-4554 OR 410-551-0326

PANEL ON WOMEN HELICOPTER PILOTS, COLLEGE PARK AIRPORT
MUSEUM, 2:00 PM, CALL 301-864-1530 i

PGCHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING, MARIETTA, 4:00 PM
(NOTE. CHANGE IN DATE AND TIME)

PGCGS WORKSHOP FINDING YOUR ANCESTORS - RECORDING
AND DOCUMENTING YOUR WORK, 7:00 PM. GREENBELT PUBLIC LI-
BRARY

PGCHS FALL LECTURE SERIES CONTINUES, GREENBELT NEW
TOWN, GREENBELT PUBLIC LIBRARY, 6:30 PM

ANNUAL STATEWIDE PRESERVATION CONFERENCE, LOEW'S AN-
NAPOLIS HOTEL, ANNAPOLIS, REGISTRATION AT 8:30 AM EACH DAY

RIVERSDALE DEDICATION OF HISTORIC WALL PAPER, AN-
NOUNCEMENT OF COUNTY TRICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, 10:00 AM,
RIVERSDALE MANSION, REVERDALE

PGCHS REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING, ANNLAL ELECTION OF
OFFICERS, AND ROBERT TRUAX SPEAKS ON URBAN AND SUBURBAN
STREETCARS TN WASHINGTON AND ITS SUBURBS, MARIETTA, 2:00 PM

PEERLESS ROCKVILLE'S VICTORIAN BALL, GRAND COURT ROOM
AT THE RED BRICK COURT HOUSE, ROCKVILLE, 7:00 PM FOR LES-
SONS, 8:00 PM FOR BALL AND ELEGANT BUFFET, CALL 301-762-0096

PGCHS LECTURE SERIES FINALE, CHRIS WAGNON ON HISTORIC
STONEWARE. MARIETTA, 6:30 PM

“GRANDFATHERS (AND GRANDMOTHERS) TALES FOR CHTLDREN.*
MARIETTA, 4 PM

PGCHS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GALA, RIVERSDALE, 2-00 PM
(GUIDED TOURS BEGIN AT 100 PM).




HOURS OF OPERATION

Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM
and during Special Events

LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY

i Society & located at Marietta, S6235 Bell Station Road
Glenn Dale, Maryland, off Route 193, ncar Route 450,
I'his is a faciliey of the Maryland-National Capital Park and

Marictta Tours - Suspended During Restoration
Information - (301) 4640590

THE GIFT SHOP

ieatures a tasteful collection o handcra
tems for homes and gift-giving, loys and ga
or children, small antiques, Historical Society
ublications and souvenirs of Historic Marietta.

he Gift Shop is open from 12 to 4 Saturday
Sundays.

WASHINGTON, DC

NON-PROFIT ORG.
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY U, S PUSTAGR

ST OFFICE BOX 14 PAID

IVERDALE MARYLAND 20738-0014 RIVERDALE, MD
PERMIT NO. 1'%

ATED MATERIAL




TRICENTENNIAL COOK BOOK
IN 1996, PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY WILL CELEBRATE ITS TRICENTENNIAL, TN HONOR OF THIS
CELEBRATION, THE TRICENTENNIAL TRUST IS PREPARING A NEW COOK BOOK Of FAVORITE
RECIPES OF PRINCE GEORGIANS AND THEIR FRIENDS. THE BOOK WILL CONTAIN 250 TO 300
RECIPES IN SEVERAL CATEGORIES; APPETISERS, FICKLES, RELISHES; SOUPS, SALADS, DRESSINGS
AND SAUCES; MAIN DISH - MEAT, FISH, POULTRY; MAIN DISH - EGGS, CHEESE, PASTA AND
CASSEROLES; VEGETABLES: BREADS, ROLLS, PIES, PASTRIES; CAKES, COOKITES, ICINGS;
DESSERTS; CANDY, JAMS, JELLIES, PRESERVES; BEVERAGES; AND MISCELLANEQUS. THE BOOKS
WILL BE SPIRAL BOUND AND THE FULL-COLOR COVER WILL FEATURE THE TRICENTENNIAL
LOGO. WE PLAN TO PUBLISH THE BOOK LATE [N 1995. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A RECIPE
CONSIDERED, COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW. PRINTING OR USING A TYPEWRITER, AND SEND IT
TO MRS. IVAN RAINWATER, 2805 LIBERTY PLACE, BOWIE, MD 20715-2348. MULTTPLE
SUBMISSIONS, ON SEPARATE FORMS, WILL BE APPRECIATED.

CATEGORY NAME OF ITEM

MEASUREMENT INGREDIENTS MEASUREMENT  INGREDIENTS
DIRECTIONS: S == )
SUBMITTED BY: (PRINT NAME TO BE USED IN

COOKBOOK) THANK YOU FOR YOUR RECIPES, WHICH BECOME THE PROPERTY
OF THE PUBLISHER.
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CHRISTMAS GALA AT RIVERSDALE

The Historical Society’s Annual Christmas Gala will be held on
Saturday, December 11, 1993, beginning at 2:00 PM at Riversdale,
4811 Riverdale Road. Tours of the newly restored facility will be
given beginning at 1:00 PM. All Society friends and members are
encouraged to come to the Gala and bring a friend. As usual, the
price of admission is a plate of your special sweet or savory which
may be enjoyed by your fellow guests. The Committee asks that you
bring your contribution in a serving dish; that will make it easy
to serve. You should alsc remember to mark the bottom of any
serving dish clearly so that it will not get lost. We hope to see
you therel

STREETCARS OF WASHINGTON

The November 13, 1993 meeting of the Society featured Washingtonian
Robert Truax, who presented a fascinating slide lecture on the
history of the streetcars of Washington, DC, including some views
of the suburban lines and stations. A capacity crowd at the
Frederick S. DeMarr Library of County History included many members
who have fond memories of those days when one could ride the
streetcars all around the area. Special memories of the trip to
town, and to the attractions around town, were brought forth by
this excellently illustrated lecture. One member reminded us that
it is still possible to see and experience those days by visiting
the National Capital Trolley Museum on Bonifant Road in Silver
Spring. This lecture concluded the regular meetings for the year.

IMPORTANT DATES IN DECEMBER

December 7, 1993 Society Board Meets at Marietta, 4:00 PM
December 8, 1993 Official 300th Birthday Committee, 7:00 PM
December 11, 1993 Christmas Gala, Riversdale, 2:00 PN




SOCIETY ELECTS REW OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

The HNovember 13, 1993 meeting was the Soclety’s 41st Annual
Meeting, and was the venue for the annual election of officers qnd
persons to fill expiring board positions. Led by Nominating
Committee Chairperson, Sarah Bourne, the Society considersed and
adopted unanimously, the following slate:

President Joyce McDonald
Vice President John Mitchell
Secretary Sarah Bourne
Treasurer John Bourne
Historian Fred DeMarr
Editor Lester Sweeting

Directors 1994/1895
Eugene Roberts
Julie Bright
Sarah Moseley

These people will join the 199371994 Directors and Past Presidents
in comprising the Board. They are as follows:

Directors 1993/1994
Jane Eagen
Wallis Hall Cain
Florence Riedesel

Past Presidents W. C. (Bud) Dutton
John Glannetti
Paul Lanham
Warren (Dusty) Rhoads

Welcome to the new Board members and congratulations to the entire
slate. Next year promises to be another banner year for the
Society. We hope that all members will take part in our many
activities.

LOOKING AT THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The election of the full slate of officers and three directors at
the November 13 meeting begins another year of Soclety activities.
With the appointment of Florence Riedesel to fill the term of
Cheryl Adams, there are now three new faces on the Board.

In the next few months, we will introduce you to these people as
well as telling you about some of the more familiar faces.

» * » * * *
Florence Riedesel is a lifelong resident of Prince George’s County.
The Victorian house in Capitol Heights where she was raised is now
home to her again. Florence and her husband, Steve, are sharing
this residence with her mother, Blanche Ennis. You may have seen
Mrs. Ennis accompanying her daughter at many Society activities.




Florence has retired from work in various health care facilities in
the area and Steve recently retired as a special education teacher
in the County. Very active in the Friends of Montpelier, Florence
has served in many capacities with that organization, including &
Board member and a Docent. She is also a Docent at Poplar Hill.
Florence created the timeline for the elementary school curriculum
celebration of the 250th Anniversary at Bladensburg, which was her
home at that time.

Florence says "Spreading the word about the wonders of Prince
George’s County 1is a most rewarding way to give back to the
community that nurtured me."

welcome to the Board.

Sarah Bourne, Secretary
OFFICIAL TRICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE UNVEILED

On a cold and rainy day in November, over 150 people visited
Riversdale, one of the higtoric jewels in the crown of this
Historic County, to meet the newly appointed members of the Prince
George’s County Tricentennial Committee, as they were announced by
The Honorable Parris Gelndenning, County Executive. Mr.
Glendenning was joined on the dais by "Prince George" (portrayed by
Joe Merek), who led the assemblage in the Pledge of Allegiance;
Regina J, McNeill, of the Prince George’s County Planning Board;
The Honorable F. Kirwin Wineland, representing the County Council;
and Joyce W. McDonald, President of the Society and Chairwoman of
the Tricentennial Committee.

Mrs. McDonald then introduced the appointed and ex~officio members
of the committee, who include:

Appointed by the County Executive:

Gordon Wells of Riverdale

Patricia E. Hayes-Parker of Riverdale
Mildred R. Gray of Mitchellville
Eugene Roberts of Glenn Dale

John Giannetti of University Hills

Appointed by the County Council:

1st District Connie Romanello of Beltsville
2nd District Lester Sweeting of Hyattsville
3rd District The Honorable Andrew <¢. Hanko, Mayor of New
Carrolliton
4th District  Dorothy Rainwater of Bowie
5th District Helen Adams of Cheverly
6th District Raymond Zimmerman, Jr. of Upper Marlboro
alternate Shirley Mohr of District Heights
7th District Clement Martin of Landover
8th District  Marty Carmichael of Temple Hills




9th Distriet Henderson Brown of Upper Marlboro
Five Ex Officic members are:

Representing the County Executive
Karen Gooden

Representing the County Council
The Honorable Stephen DelGiudice, Vice Chair of the

Council and Second District Councilman

Representing the County School Board
Beverly Beander

Representing the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning

Commission
Mary Godfrey

Representing the County Municipal Association
The Honorable Susanna Cristofane Yatman, Mayor of

Bladensburyg.

The Committee will work very closely with the unofficial
Tricentennial Committee over the next two years as we get ready to
celebrate this historic year. Discussions are underway at this
time to determine the exact relationship between the two bodies.
The Official Committee will meet on December 8, 1993 at 6600
Kenilworth Avenue beginning at 7:30 PM.

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

why, you might ask, does News and Notes look so different this
month. Blame it Oon progress gone awry. The desk currently holds
a very large, expensive electric paperweight that contains all of
the data your’s truly has dutifully entered over the past six
months - but cannot get toc due to a ‘gremlin’ of the 20s. Thus, go
that this information can get tc you in useful form and on time, T
am forced to dispense with most of the cute tricks I use each month
and literally paste and photocopy the newsletter. Hopefully this
will be cured soon and, when we return after the Holidays, you will
see our usual product.

We were advised on November 13 that retiring board member and long
time Society activist, Edith Bagot, was in an auto mishap while
returning from a short trip. After successful surgery, Edith is
recuperating at her daughter’s home. We Kknow she would appreciate
hearing from you, and will act as post man if you will write to her
c/o the Society, Post Office Box 14, Riverdale, MD 20738-0014.
Thank you, and best wishes to Edith for a speedy recovery.

Les Sweeting.




—_—

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DECEMBER evenT
1ST PGCGS MEETING, GREENBELT LIBRARY, 7.6 PM
7TH PGCHS BOARD MEETS. MARIETTA, 4:00 PM
&TH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 3(0TH BIRTHDAY OFFICTAL COMMIT-
TEE, ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING, 7.00 PM
11TH PGCHS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GALA, RIVERSDALE, 2:00 PM
(GUIDED TOURS BEGIN AT 1:00 PM),
1994
JHNUBRY
22ND PGCHS BOARD PLANNING WORKSHOP, 1000 AM, SWEETING RESI-
DENCE.
FEBRUHRY
20 PGCHS DANCE PARTY, BLADENSBURG COLONIAL DANCERS. DE-
TALLS IN NEXT NEWS AND NOTES,
MarcH
2R PGCHS SPRING LECTURE BEGINS, CALL 4640590 FOR INFORMA-
TION.
HPRIG

24 ST. GEORGE'S DAY AWARDS DINNER. DETAILS FORTHCOMING.




TRICENTENNIAL COOK BOOK
IN 1996, PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY WILL CELEBRATE TS TRICENTENNIAL. IN HONOR OF THIS
CELEBRATION, THE TRICENTENNIAL TRUST IS PREPARING A NEW COOK BOOK OF FAVORITE
RECIPES OF PRINCE GEORGIANS AND THEIR FRIENDS. THE BOOK WILL CONTAIN 250 TO 300
RECIPES IN SEVERAL CATEGORIES: APPETISERS, PICKLES, RELISHES, SOUPS, SALADS, DRESSINGS
AND SAUCES; MAIN DISH - MEAT, FISH, POULTRY; MAIN DISH - EGGS, CHEESE, PASTA AND
CASSEROLES; VEGETABLES; BREADS, ROLLS, PIES, PASTRIES; CAKES, COOKIES, ICINGS;
DESSERTS; CANDY, JAMS, JELLIES, PRESERVES; BEVERAGES; AND MISCELLANEOUS. THE BOOKS
WILL BE SPIRAL BOUND AND THE FULL-COLOR COVER WILL FEATURE THE TRICENTENNIAL
LOGO. WE PLAN TO PUBLISH THE BOOK LATE IN 1995. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A RECTPE
CONSIDERED, COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW, PRINTING OR USING A TYPEWRITER, AND SEND IT
TO MRS, IVAN RAINWATER, 2805 LIBERTY PLACE, BOWIE, MD 20715-2348. MULTIPLE
SUBMISSIONS, ON SEPARATE FORMS, WILL BE APFRECIATED.

CATEGORY NAME OF ITEM

MEASUREMENT INGREDIENTS MEASUREMENT  INGREDIENTS
DIRECTIONS: vl

SUBMITTED BY: (PRINT NAME TO BE USED IN

COOKBOOK) THANK YOU FOR YOUR RECIPES, WHICH BECOME THE PROPERTY
OF THE PUBLISHER.




—  PRINCE GSOREC'S COUNTY

HISTORICHE SOCIETY, INC
PUBLICATIONS ORDER LIST

EPEINCE CECRCE'S CCUNTY: A PICTC-
EiAlL HISFOEY by Alan Virta., $29.95
plus tax §1.50C, plus £2.00 s8&h

~Latvert of Maniamd 56.95 {Lex incl:
plus $0.55% s&h.

Allas of Erinee Georee's County 35,00
plus £0.25 tax plus 80.5C sch.

Ingexes of Church Ceobters 2 vols.
$20.00 plus $1.00 tax plus $2.50 ssh,

___Chesapeake Day of Yere $25.00 plus
$1.25 tax plus $1.00 s&h,

Limham Centlenniial 54.00 plus
$0.20 tax plus $0.55 ssh.
__ Nerwwn helehts $3.00 plus $0.15 tax
plus $0,.35 s&h.
___Gabrigl Cuyall Eeraphy $1.00 plus
50,05 tax plus 50.3%5 agh.
e Lafl by Francis X. Geary, 3$5.00
plus $0.25 tax plus $1.00 s&h.
Histery of Celisville $4.00 plus $0.20
tax plus $0.55 ss&h.

Please forward the above checked pub-

licaticne. Full payment {(Payable to
PGCHS) enclosed.

Name

Address

City ., State ZIP

Daytime Teclephone = =

THMANK YOU FOR YOUR CRDER

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC

Arnusl Mambership Application
Dut=
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Telephone - Home ___ - -
Bus. =\

Please indicate whether this is a new membership
or a renews|

___new renewal
CHECK BELOW THE CATEGORY YOU SELECT:

Full Time Student $10.00
Member $20.00
Lite Member $200.00
Sustaining Member $ 50.00

Addtional Contribution —
I am also interested m helping the Society as
a volunteer. Please contact me regarding
volunteer opportundies,

| would aiso like to join the Maryland Historical
Society. | am enclosing $25.00 for an Iindividual
membership or $35,00 for husband and wife,

Qur operating support comes from your dues and
contributions,
All contributions qualify for tax deduction.
Ve sppreciate your continued support.

Make checks payable to FGCHS

Mail Check and Form to!
Prince George's Counly Historical Society
Post Office Box 14

Riverdala, MD 20738-0014
301 -454-0880




HOURS OF OPERATION

Library: Saturdays 12 - 4 PM
and during Special Events
Marietta Tours - Suspended During Restoration
Information - (301) 464-0590

THE CIFT SHOP

tares 2 tasteful collection of handcra
items for homes and gift-giving, toys and gam
or children, small antiques, Historical Soci

blications and souvenirs of Historic Marietta.

Gift Shop is open from 12 to 4 Saturday
Sundays.

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ST OFFICE BOX 14

ALE MARYLAND 20733-0014

LOCATION OF THE SOCIETY

Society Ix Jocated at Mancsta, 5625 Bell Stsion Road
Glenm Dale, Maryland, off Route 193, near Route 450.
is is a facility of the Marylsnd-Nationa) Capital Park and

lanning Commission,
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