


















































































Flag Conservation Completed 

The Planters' Guard flag was returned to the society on August 2th after being conserved 
and remounted. This unique flag which was presented to the militia unit, The Planters' 
Guard, by \Vomen of the Upper Marlboro area on April 19, 1861 was viewed by Society 
members and guests at the annual Prince of a County reception in September at Upper 
Marlboro. The silk flag was removed from its 1936 frame and the fibers were evaluated 
for stability. The fabrics and threads were analyzed then the flag was cleaned, 
humidified, flattened and dried. The painted surfaces which includes a rendition of the 
1856 Maryland State Seal on the reverse and a banner bearing the unit's motto and the 
letters, P.G. on the obverse were treated by a Paintings conservator. These paintings 
were rendered by T. R. Jeffreys. The flag was mounted in a custom-made pressure 
mount frame constructed of an acid-free panel on an aluminum frame which was then 
framed with a ultra-violet filtering sheet of Lexan. The process took the Textile 
Preservation Associates 16 12 hours to complete. The results are remarkable. The 
preservation of this amazing artifact is now assured 



Invitation 
Your are cordially invited to a 

Field trip to Maryland Historical Society for a Guided 
Tour of 

"Baltimore Ablaze: the Great Fire of 1904" 

Date: Sunday, October 24, 2004 
Time: 1 to 8 pm 

Sponsored by the Marietta House Museum. Transportation will be provided. 
Vans will leave Marietta at 1:00pm; guided Museum Tour from 2:00 to 3:00 
pm. The remaining free time may be used for exploring the Mount Vernon 
area and visiting one of the fine restaurants for a meal. 

Space is limited and advance reservations are required. Call Marietta House 
Museum at 301-464-5291 no later than October 16th. Free of charge. 



• 

The Great Baltimore Fire Of 2004 

Since our Fall outing features a trip to the 
Maryland Historical Society (MHS) to view 
an exhibition on the Great Baltimore Fire, 
we thought we would provide a little 
background on the subject. A new book (not 
yet included in the Society's Library) on the 
subject is available at the MHS bookshop. 
Called "The Great Baltimore Fire" by Peter 
B. Petersen, it is described as follows: "2004 
marks the 1 ooth anniversary of the great 
Baltimore fire, a conflagration that raged 
beyond control for over 30 hours and 
threatened the entire city. In the aftermath · 
of the blaze, as the city lay crippled, civic 
pride asserted itself and Baltimore recovered 
with astonishing speed. The devastation 
became the impetus for revitalization and 
modernization. The Great Baltimore Fire 
tells a gripping story of people in time of 
crisis, of leadership, teamwork, mis
judgments, and terror. Freshly told for the 
first time in 50 years by Johns Hopkins 
scholar Peter. B. Petersen, this page-turner is 
generously and beautifully illustrated with 
photographs, many of which have not been 
seen in nearly a century." A reader 
provided the following review on 
amazon.com: "An interesting book that's not 
just about the Baltimore fire. It's about 
people- how they react to an emergency, 
how they react when a situation gets of 
hand, how they cooperate, how they refuse 
to cooperate. It's about politics, It's about 
managing in a crisis. It's about bravery, 
including the quiet bravery of staying on the 
job, where you're needed, even if where 
you're needed is on a freezing street comer. 
It's about failing to prepare for unthinkable 
disaster and recovering from that failure. 
It's about competence and incompetence, 
followed by finger pointing and second 
guessing." Sounds very contemporary!! 

Phase One : Sunday Morning, 11 am 

On Sunday February 7th, 1904 most of 
Baltimore was looking forward to a quiet 
Sunday afternoon. 

The firefighters at Engine Co. 15 were 
preparing for morning inspection at 11 am. 
However, at 10:48 am they received an 
automatic alarm at the John Hurst ft 
Company, located between Hopkins Place 
and Liberty Street on the south side of 
German Street (n~w Redwood). The Salvage 
Cor~s responded f1rst, as did Fifth District 
Engmeer Levin Burkhardt, Engine 15 and 
Truck 2. 

Phase Seven: Monday, 1 2 noon 

By 8 am, the fight to save the Pratt Street 
piers was lost as flames spread south and 
east of Pratt Street. The only hope of saving 
East Baltimore was the Jones Falls. Thus a 
fire depar.tment stand was established along 
the east s1de of the Falls. Starting around 
11:00 am until 1:30pm nine engines from 
New York City, along with two more engines 
from Wilmington, were placed along the 
Jones Falls. A total of 37 steam fire engines 
took water from the Falls from Baltimore 
Street south and established a wall of water 
to halt the advancing flames. 
Although the major part of the conflagration 
was over by 3 pm, it took weeks for the 
smoldering fires to finally be put out . 



Prince George's County Historical Society 
Heritage Calendar 

October 2004 

Entire month -

Exhibit "TallyHo and Mistletoe:200 years of costume & celebration" 
Belair Mansion 301-809-3089 free 

Exhibit "Living the Healthy Life: sports, health & fitness in the New Deal Era" 
Greenbelt Museum 301-507-6582 free 

Exhibit "Radios & Premiums" 
Radio & TV Museum 301-390-1020 free 

Exhibit "Please Be Seated: chairs & early seating furniture" 
Riversdale House Museum 301-864-0420 $$ 

Exhibit "Getting Out the Vote" 
Surratt House Museum 301-868-1121 $$ 

Exhibit "Horace Capron at 200: a Laurel founder's life" 
Laurel Museum 301-725-7975 $$ 

2- Mr Stier's Bulb Sale 
Riversdale House Museum 301-864-0420 noon free 

2- Gingerbread House Workshop 
Darnall's House Museum 301-952-8010 1-3 $$ 

3-31 Corn Maze 
Billingsley House Museum 301-627-0730 $$ 

9- Trades Fair 
Montpelier House Museum 301-953-1376 free 



9& 1 0- Mt. Airy Fall Festival 
His Lordship's Kindness 301-856-9656 free 

9& 10- Medieval Faire 
Marietta House Museum 301-464-5291 11-4 $$ 

12- Lecture "Clara Barton" 
Belair Mansion 301-809-3089 7:30 free 

16- Patuxent Wildlife Festival- 65th Anniversary Celebration 
National Wildlife Visitor's Center 301-497-5760 10-3 free 

16- Re-enactment on 18th century tobacco farm 
National Colonial Farm 301-283-2113 12-4 $$ 

1 7- Candlelight Concert 
St. Barnabas Church 301-249-5000 4 offering 

22- Concert 
Mount Airy Mansion 301-856-1954 $$ 

22&23 Mayhem in Marlboro 
Darnall's Chance House Museum 301-952-8010 7-9 $$ 

25-27 Fright Nights 
Billingsley House Museum 301-627-0730 $$ 

30- Halloween Harvest Festival 
Belair Stable Museum 301-809-3089 free 

30- Flight Night Halloween Fun 
College Park Aviation Museum 301-864-6029 7-9 $$ 

30- Campfire and Stories 
Marietta House Museum 301-464-5291 7 $$ 



November 

1- Annual History Lecture/Luncheon "Tallyho and Mistletoe" 
Belair Mansion 301-809-3089 10-4 $$ 

5- Deadline for Gingerbread House Entries 
Darnall's House Museum 301-952-8010 

7- An Afternoon of Gay 90's Songs 
Marietta House Museum 301-464-5291 4 $$ 

9- Lecture-"Folk Songs with Judy Cook" 
Belair Mansion 301-809-3089 7:30 $$ 

13- A Fete Federate 
Riversdale House Museum 301-864-0420 $$ 

14- Fall Fireside Tea 
Billingsley House Museum 301-627-0730 $$ 

16- Lecture/Book Signing "Scenes from a Lucky Life" 
Greenbelt Museum 301-507-6582 7:30 free 

Embrey, Herbert C. (Age 78) 

On August 21, 2004, husband for 53 years 
of Ruth Embrey; father of Stephen and 
Donald Embrey; brother of Kenneth 
Embrey and the late Raymond Embrey 
died. A memorial service was held at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, 6905 Greenbelt 
Rd., Greenbelt, MD on Thursday, August 
26 at 11 a.m. 
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MOST ENDANGERED PROPERTIES IN 
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

The Historical Society Board has been one of the County organizations engaged in a 
discussion of the most endangered sites of historical and cultural interest in the County. 
This effort began earlier this year as a result of some discussions among members of the 
Prince George's County Historic Preservation Commission, and the Society board 
believes that this is one effort where we, as a County-wide organization with a large and 
diverse membership can work to make a difference. We already are working to ensure 
that recordation of our historic sites is a major result of our efforts. The volunteer team at 
the FrederickS. DeMarr Memorial Library of County History has worked diligently to 
accumulate documents, maps and plat maps, insurance maps, artifacts and photographic 
records of properties throughout the County so that those who wish to know more, or who 
need background to plead a case to preserve those properties that are not yet lost can have 
a place to do that research. 

Holiday Victorian Tea Party 

On Saturday, December 11, 2004, at 2:00pm we will 
host a holiday celebration in period costume at Marietta 

see details inside 



From the website of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation 
(www .nationaltrust.org) 

Since 1988, the 11 Most Endangered 
Historic Places list has been one of the most 
effective tools in the fight to save America 3' 
irreplaceable architectural, cultural, and 
natural heritage. 

The 11 sites chosen each year are 
threatened by neglect, insufficient funds, 
inappropriate development or insensitive 
public policy. Some are well-known, such 
as the Vieux Carre in New Orleans or Ellis 
Island in New York. Others, like the 
Kennecott Copper Mines in Alaska or the 
village of East Aurora, New York, are less 
famous but just as important, because they 
too represent preservation challenges facing 
thousands of communities. Each site raises 
awareness about the dangers to specific 
parts of Americas heritage and about 
preservation generally. 

The list has now brought national attention 
to more than 140 significant buildings, sites 
and landscapes. At times, that attention has 
galvanized public support to rescue a 
treasured landmark, while in others it has 
been an opening salvo in a long battle to 
save an important piece of our history. 11 
Most has been so successful at educating the 
public that now more than 20 states and 
numerous towns and cities publish their own 
lists of endangered places. 

You can view the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation list of 146 sites that have been 
included over the years on the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation website. You 
can also make your own nomination for 
inclusion in the 2005 listing. 

Some years ago, there was a list of the 
County's most endangered sites prepared by 

the M-NCPC Preservation Staff. However, 
that list is, of course, outdated. We need to 
generate a list that makes sense in 2004, and 
the purpose of this article is both to educate 
you as to what some consider to be the 
criteria for inclusion on the list, and to 
solicit your input to the discussion, either for 
a list to be published later this year or for 
future lists. 

What is endangered? 

Certainly, any one who has seen Want 
Water in the Broad Creek area of the 
County would recognize that it is merely a 
shell of its former glory - and that without 
fairly constant attention, even the remaining 
portions are in danger of disappearing. So 
significant physical impairment of a 
structure is one consideration to take into 
account. 

However, even properties that are standing 
proud and used frequently can be 
endangered. Take the situation with the St. 
Paul's Free Hope Baptist Church in 
Bladensburg. The edifice is standing and is 
used by the parishioners. But it is suffering 
cracks in its foundation, caused no doubt by 
the effect of being so close to an active 
freight railway line, and this means that 
constant vigilance and significant funding 
has to be available to ensure that it weathers 
these vicissitudes. Lack of funding to 
ensure proper and necessary maintenance is 
a consideration. 

On the other end of the county, in Horsehead 
near Aquasco sits the 96 year old St. 
Thomas Methodist Church and 
Cemetery, a fine example of rural religious 
architecture of the period that was home for 
decades (replacing another building built 
shortly after the Civil War) of a Black 
congregation that has had to merge with 
another church in the area. Lack of funding 



and lack of a champion or group of 
supporters makes the future bleak for this 
best surviving example of its type. 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
cites inappropriate policies as a criterion, 
and here we might consider the situation 
with the Broad Creek Archeological Site. 
While not legally a designated site, it is 
highly probable that this is potentially a 
major pre-Columbian archaeological site. 
Given that, and the fact that the tract where 
it is located is prime for a new housing 
development, absent public policy requiring 
archeological investigations to be 
performed, the site would be lost without 
trace. As it happens, and within the past few 
years only, our policy makers have put those 
requirements in place and thus there is every 
likelihood that this site will be preserved. 

Inappropriate development is also one of the 
major causes of loss of historic sites. Rather 
than taking the time and effort to restore a 
property using the kinds of approaches 
contained in the Secretary of Interior's 
Guidelines, developers will opt for faster 
and cheaper renovation to a property -
removing porches, raising roofs, eliminating 
significant details, and, in effect, destroying 
those aspects of the property that made it 
historic in the first place. As those of us in 
Prince George's County who live in 
designated sites know, there are viable 
alternatives that can be used to bring the 
property up to both code requirements and to 
modern usability without destroying its 
historic character, and there are programs 
that help support those decisions - the tax 
credits, loan and grant programs, etc. 

There is a need to publicize the endangered, 
and to catalogue them and save what we can. 
But there is another need that must be 
recognized as well - we need to reward 
those who take a property that is potentially, 

or actually, listed and is actually saved by 
the love, care and hard work of the few. 
Prime examples of properties that would 
have been on my list a number of years ago 
include: 

Riversdale 
Black Walnut Thicket 
Melwood Park 
Dorsey Chapel 
Mount Airy 
Harmony Hall 
Bowieville 
Publick Playhouse 
George Washington House 
St. Mary's Beneficial Hall 
Magruder House 
The Overseers House 
Marche Mansion 
Market Master's House 
Ridgley School (one of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation cited Rosenwald 
Schools) 

Most of these, as you can see, have been 
fully restored, and plans are in progress for 
Bowieville, the Market Master's House and 
Ridgley School - a happy illustration of the 
purpose of an "endangered" list, and the 
possibilities of a goal accomplished! 

The Society has recognized organizations 
and individuals who have worked to save 
those and other properties in the County, and 
we will continue that recognition in the St. 
George's Day Awards in the future. 

If you have any specific property that you 
feel should be considered for inclusion in a 
most endangered list, please write to the 
Society, or email us at 
PGCHSLibrary@aol.com, supplying your 
name and how to contact you, an address for 
the site and the reason for your concern. We 
appreciate your input. 



We will publish the list that is agreed upon 
by the Historic Preservation Commission, 
Prince George's Heritage, The Historical and 
Cultural Trust, the Society and other 
interested groups and individuals once we 
find a consensus. 

Lester Sweeting 

Victorian Tea Party is Holiday 
Party Theme 

On Saturday, December 11, 2004 beginning 
at 2:00pm, we will celebrate the holiday 
season with a VICTORIAN TEA PARTY at 
Marietta Mansion in Glenn Dale. Past 
themes for this event have featured foods 
introduced in different centuries and food 
products indigenous to the New World. 
Chairwoman Anna Holmes and her 
committee including Dusty Rhoads, 
Elizabeth Dougherty, Mildred Gray, Jim and 
Susan Wolfe and the Sweetings are 
requesting that Members and their Guests 
bring tea-related goodies inspired by the 
following article. We would also welcome 
Victorian inspired costumes, gloves, hats, 
scarves and jewelry such as stick and hat 
pins which might be worn or otherwise 
displayed. 

We are aware that following the previous 
article such a subject might seem frivolous 
but after we have attempted to save 
endangered buildings discussed in the 
previous article, we must continue to keep 
those properties financially viable with 
money making opportunities such as teas. In 
this effort our Marietta House Museum 
Manager Mrs. Susan Wolfe and her staff 
excel. Their theme teas are notorious and 
include ones dedicated to Alice in 
Wonderland, Under-the-Sea, Valentines, 
First Ladies, and the ever-popular 
Nutcracker. These are enlivened by the 

Junior Docents who have been honored with 
a St. George's Day A ward. We dedicate this 
article to them. 

Marietta House Museum Gift Shop sells a 
reprint called Victorian Parlors and Tea 
Parties by Patricia B. Mitchell which we 
have used as a source for background 
information. Chapter 1, called "The Tea 
Meal and How it Came to be" 
begins:"Tradition has it that the ritual of 
afternoon tea was begun in England by 
Anna, the seventh duchess of Bedford 
(1783-1857). At that time dinner was served 
quite late, during lengthy summer days, so 
there was a long interval between breakfast 
and the evening meal. The duchess 
experienced a 'sinking feeling' in the 
afternoons, so she ordered her servants to 
send up snacks of small cakes [from Olwen 
Woodier, Tea in the Afternoon, 1989], 
biscuits, tarts, cheesecake, 'mackeroons,' and 
bread spread with 'good sweet butter.' The 
petit repast was accompanied by tea [from 
Michael Smith, The Afternoon Teabook, 
1986]." 



"No doubt this dose of carbohydrates 
briefly corrected her low blood 
sugar, and the caffeine zing from 'the 
cup that cheers but not inebriates' 
gave her a lift. Soon Anna's court 
friends copied her, and serving late 
afternoon tea and refreshments 
became the chic thing to do." 

"The fashionable tea meal was 
adopted in the United States, where 
affluent ladies emulated the English 
socialites. Low tables were set near 
sofas and chairs, and laid with the 
finest linen, china, and silver. This 
pretty show of elegance enjoyed a 
spate of popularity, but then tea and 
Anglomania went out of vogue as the 
Parliament levied new taxes and 
colonists responded with a boycott of 
English tea that culminated in the 
'Boston Tea Party' of 1773. Tea 
consumption dropped dramatically, 
and it was not until April27, 1776, 
that Congress advertised in the 
Philadelphia Packet that ' ... the 
drinking of tea can now be indulged.' 
[Woodier] Americans began to 
again enjoy the beverage and the tea 
party slowly regained ascendance. A 
century later, in the mid-1800's, an 
appreciation of the nation's English 
heritage was rekindled. The 
approaching centennial, the 
admiration of Queen Victoria's 
successful rule of Britannia, sparked 
people's enthusiasm for British ways. 
The styles and habits of England 
were suddenly dear to U.S. citizens. 
One of the results of this obsession 
with English life was the revival of 
'kettledrums' or afternoon tea. This 
mini-meal was an opportunity for 
ladies to boil up some water in the 
teakettle and have a social event." 

Several years ago from August-September 
1985, the Surratt House & Tavern in 
Clinton, another M-N CPPC historic 
property, sponsored a special exhibit called 
"Tea and Tattle: the Fine Art of Victorian 
Tea Time with assorted Tea Tidbits." The 
following is an excerpt from that catalogue: 

'That Venerable Plant, 

"Legend tells us that tea was 
discovered in 2737 B.C. by the 
Chinese Emperor Shen-Nung, 'The 
Divine Healer.' He observed that 
those who drank boiled water 
because of their beliefs actually 
enjoy better health, and he began to 
insist on this precaution. One day, 
tea leaves blew into boiling water. 
Shen-Nung first approved the 
pleasing aroma and then the 
delightful flavor. The taste for tea 
was born and soon spread to Japan 
and other parts of the Far East." 

"Tea first arrived in Europe from 
China around 1610 at the height of 
European exploration. It quickly 
spread to the British Isles; and within 
fifty years, it was being enjoyed at 
the court of Charles IT. By the 18th 
century, tea was the standard 
breakfast drink of agricultural 
workers. In fact, whereas beer (or 
ale) was the favored home brew 
previously, tea when it became cheap 
enough, took beer's place. Where 
beer had been brewed, there was now 
a cup of tea brewing!" 

"The New World was introduced to 
tea by both the Dutch and English 
colonists. And we all know what 
happened when England imposed 
high taxes on the tea shipped to her 
American colonists in the late 



1700s." 

"American merchants soon realized 
the need for quick shipments of tea 
since the freshest product brought the 
highest prices. Shipbuilders began 
designing clipper ships with many 
sails to catch the wind - a distinct 
improvement over the two-masted 
ships. A round-trip voyage from 
New York to China would be 
completed in 180 days - faster that 
other ships could sail one way! The 
colorful age of the clipper ships 
helped to make tea more plentiful 
and less costly for America." 

"Then, as now, tea was the world's 
second most popular drink - only 
water is consumed more often. And, 
in America, tea is still the least 
expensive beverage next to water. 
Tea has stood the test of time - and 
flourished." 

The exhibit went on to explore various 
aspects of afternoon tea with "three courses" 
of thin-finger sandwiches, scones with butter 
and jam followed by assorted pastries. More 
on that subject later. 

In 2002, the editors of Victoria magazine, a 
shelter magazine for ladies of refinement, 
published a volume called "The Art of 
Taking Tea." This informative tome is 
divided into three sections devoted to 
worldwide tea customs and rituals, the 
legend of the blue willow china pattern (near 
to my heart since we inherited a family set), 
historical perspectives such as the Boston 
Tea Party and English teatime rules plus 
rituals related to taking tea in Japan and 
France. Also considered are the restorative 
aspects of teas, especially Chai and herbal 
teas. The elegance of the various 
ceremonies will be described and we hope, 

provide a guide for our Victorian Holiday 
celebration. 

Fine china and tea accoutrements have long 
been considered desirable collectibles. The 
Marietta House Museum has a fine 
collection of porcelain or china cups and 
saucers which are color coordinated with 
linen table covers and serviettes during their 
tea parties. Silver tea pots, strainers, sugar 
tongs and lemon forks are also readily 
available as modestly-priced reproductions. 
Tea caddies with their original keys to 
secure the precious contents are available 
more as English or early American 
collectibles. 

Tea is divided into three basic styles or 
types: green, oolong and black depending 
upon the degree of fermentation. In green 
tea, the fermentation is halted by heating the 
leaves early in the process. In designing a 
tea party menu, we suggest you try tasting 
various teas with different courses. For 
example, green or floral teas or a tisane may 
be served with delicate crust-less cucumber 
sandwiches; serve oolong or a most robust 
tea with a savory course such as cheese 
straws or scones with sultanas (raisins)and 
finally pair a black tea with sweets such as 
chocolate or fruit pastries. One very 
successful strawberry-themed-tea we hosted 
featured a glorious strawberry tea (house 
brand at Neal Street Tea Shop off Covent 
Garden in London) with each "course" 
featuring strawberries - bowls of 
strawberries with double cream, strawberry 
soup, scones with strawberry jam and clotted 
cream and finally strawberry tarts or 
meringues filled with strawberries. All were 
served with our best strawberry appliqued 
linens and our strawberry patterned china. 
It is not good to be allergic to strawberries! ! ! 



Whenever possible loose tea should be used 
since the flavor is so much more delicate or 
robust depending on the style of tea. The 
English are still wary of tea in bags and have 
never accepted the idea of tea bags with 
strings. The pot should always be warmed 
in advance, the water freshly boiled from 
cold and the leaves NEVER reused. Hot 
water may be added if the tea becomes too 
strong for your taste. There is also the issue 
of whether milk is added before the tea is 
poured into the cup or after. Someone must 
also be "Mother" and pour. 

In warmer climates such as Egypt, strong 
spicy teas including the ubiquitous apple tea 
are served in very small glasses or cups. It 
has a decidedly cooling effect. 

The genteel afternoon tea we are describing 
is not be confused with high tea or the 
simple supper of cold meats or eggs and 
chips as depicted in the movie Shirley 
Valentine. The popular Devon Cream Teas 
are usually a simpler fare made up of scones, 
jam, clotted cream and fruit. Another very 
popular tea ceremony is the Japanese style 
which we will leave for another day. Teas at 
dazzling French baroque salons usually 
include a wide variety of teas and exquisite 
"French" pastries. DO NOT ask for milk! 

Several years ago, Smithsonian Associates 
sponsored a seminar with Lord Twining of 
the Twining Tea Company on the history of 
tea production and on the restorative and 
anti-carcinogen properties of tea. The 
luncheon held in conjunction with the 
seminar served foods which included tea as 
an ingredient such as thousand year old 
eggs. Yet another aspect to be considered 
on another day. 

For suggestions of foodstuffs to bring to our 
Victorian Holiday Tea Party we refer 
members to Jane Austen's House in 

Chawton, Hampshire, for "Tea with the 
Bennets" or if unable to make the trip, please 
consider the following comestibles: cheese 
muffins or bread, soda bread, scones, lemon 
curd, fruit tarts, cheese straws, rich 
chocolate cake, cherry cake, Simpering Cake 
(named for Mr. Collins), boiled fruit cake, 
honey buns, ginger snaps, pear and ginger 
jam, "Mr Whickham's Indelicate Pudding," 
snow flip, green apple fool, rice flummery, 
and rhubarb tansy (Mr. Bennet's favorite 
pudding). 

For more Americanized foodstuffs, please 
consider brown bread with cream cheese, 
curried chicken salad in mini-whole wheat 
pita pockets, apple and pear sandwiches, 
various salads such as egg or tuna on dainty 
cocktail-style breads, smoked salmon with 
capers and green onions, roast beef roll-ups 
with horseradish cream or scones and sweets 
as suggested above. 

We cordially invite each member to come, 
bring a guest and "have a cuppa on us" to 
launch our holiday season celebrations. We 
also promise to offer some stronger holiday 
liquid refreshments to complement the leafy 
beverage described above. 

With all good wishes from your News and 
Notes Editor and Inveterate Anglophile, 
Sharon Howe Sweeting 

LATEST ELECTION RESULTS! 

Well, the returns are in, and unlike that other 
election held a day later, there were no 
hanging chad jokes, no red or blue issues 
only an excellent crab soup, good fish, good 
camaraderie and a wonderful slide 
presentation by Henry Wixon showing the 
great day (or, rather, night) of the move of 
Buena Vista to its new home. 

I am talking, of course, about the annual 



meeting of the Historical Society - held on 
November 1, 2004 at Jerry's Sea Food in 
Seabrook. 

The following officers and directors were 
elected by acclamation: 

President John Petro 
Jim Wolfe 
Dusty Rhoads 
Donna Schneider 
Susan Pearl 

Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historian 
Editor 
Membership 

Sharon Howe Sweeting 
Donna Schneider & 
Anna Holmes 

Board of Directors 
1 year term 

2 year term 

3 year term 

Mildred Ridgley Gray 
Iris McConnell 
William Uber 
Joyce Uber 

Hannah Cox 
Anna Holmes 
Lynn Roberts 
Andy Wallace 

Wallis Cain 
Joyce Dowling 
Charles Hendricks 
Elizabeth Dougherty 

THE MARLBORO FIRE 

November 3, 2004 will be well remembered 
in Upper Marlboro and Prince George's 
County as a tragic day for one of our revered 
historic structures - the old Courthouse. At 
8:30AM, a fire broke out that ultimately 
became a 5-alarm conflagration that came 
close to destroying the entire complex. 
Pictures reproduced in local media capture 
the intensity of the fire, and will be collected 
in the Library's picture collection. We 
would also like to capture the impressions of 

our citizens who saw the fire for posterity. 
If you have comments, views or photographs 
to share, please send them: 

By e mil to PGCHSLibrary@aol.com 
By snail mail to PGCHS, P.O.Box 14, 
Riverdale, MD 20738-0014 

Happily, we are reliably informed, the 
Courthouse will be rebuilt. And, as it was 
under renovation when the flames hit, no 
major loss of records occurred. 

Marietta Happenings 

We would be remiss if we did not make a 
special mention of things happening at 
Marietta Mansion. Facility Manager Susan 
Wolfe and her team (and her hubby as well!) 
gave us a wonderful Sunday afternoon on 
November 7, 2004 at Dorsey Chapel where a 
capacity crowd listened in awe and wonder 
to Henry Wixon and his rendition of Songs 
of the Gay 1890's. Fantastic- and Henry 
was most pleased that the audience did not 
sit on their hands or keep their knowledge of 
the lyrics to themselves - a wonderful event 
on a balmy fall evening in a wonderful (and 
surprisingly acoustical) setting. 

The Holidays are upon us and Susan advises 
that the Mansion will receive its due share of 
wonderful and historically accurate 
decorations by December 1, in time for a 
week end of candlelight tours on December 
4, 5 and 6. See you there! 

A further reminder - Christmas, Hanukah 
and Kwanza are coming! Visit the Gift 
Shop at Marietta- Stella and her team have 
done a wonderful job stocking up with those 
unique stocking stuffers - come out and 
browse- and buy! 

Happy Holidays - until January! 



Prince George's County Historical Society 
Holiday Heritage Calendar 

December 2004 

1-12 Gingerbread House Show 
Darnall's Chance House Museum 12-5 301-952-8010 $$ 

4 Winter's Eve-carols by the fire, refreshments & entertainment 
National Colonial Farm 5-8 301-283-2113 free 

4 Santa Fly-In 
College Park Aviation Museum 12-4 301-864-6029 $$ 

4 Sint Nichlaas Day 
Riversdale House Museum 3 301-864-0420 $$ 

4&5 Festival of Lights 
Greenbelt Museum 301-507-6582 free 

5 Kringle Kaboos & Santa, too 
Bowie Train Station 12-4 301-809-3089 free 

4,5,6 Candlelight Tours 
Marietta House Museum 6-8:30 301-464-5291 $$ 

5 lOth Annual Candlelight Tour 
Belair Mansion & Stable 4-7 301-809-3089 $$ 

5 Candlelight Concert- Flute, Cello & piano 
St. Barnabas Church 4 301-249-5000 $$ 

5 A Radio Christmas 
Radio & Television Museum 12-4 301-809-3089 free 

8-11 Candlelight Tours 
Montpelier Mansion 6-9 301-953-1376 $$ 

1 0&30 Holiday Tea and Candlelight Tour 
Belair Mansion 4 301-8093089 $$ 

11 Museum Holiday Open House 
Laurel Museum 10-4 301-725-7075 free 

11 Holiday Tea 
His Lordship's Kindness 11 & 2 301-856-0358 $$ 



11 Prince George's County Historical Society Christmas Party 
Marietta House Museum 2 301-464-5291 free 

11-13 Victorian Yuletide by Candlelight 
Surratt House Museum 5-9 301-868-1121 $$ 

16,18 Candlelight Tours 
&19 His Lordship's Kindness 6-9 301-856-0358 $$ 

18-26 Trains & Planes Exhibit 
College Park Aviation Museum 10-5 301-864-6029 $$ 

19 Holiday Candlelight Tours 
Billingsley House Museum 3-7 301-627-0730 $$ 

19 Slavery & the Holiday Season 
His Lordship's Kindness 301-856-0358 $$ 

fidd your Jar;orite county school to your 

Christmas gift list this year! 
$40.00 will buy a copy of 

funce George's County: fi c.Pictorial History, 

an inl'aluable teaching aid for the classroom. 

cSanta's clfwill place a book plate in the book with 
your name as donor and will delil'er the book or you can 

delil'er it personally: cSo help 3anta by filling his sack with 
lots of county history books for our schools. 

Free Shipping on all Soc;iety 6ooke 

Ordered by Dec; 24th 



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PUBLICATIONS 
Landmarks of Prince George's County 
125 bl01ck 01nd white photogr01phs of the rich uchitecturallegacy of Prince George's County by jack E. Boucher. Arranged 
chronologic01lly, the photogr01phs and captions offer a panoramic over~iew of the County's architectural and historical 
development. Indexed. Hardcover 144 pages. Price $18.00 Shipping $3.00* 

Prince George's County: A Pictorial History 
The history and essence of Prince George's County come alive in words and pictures in this beautiful collector's edition. Written in a 
ascmatmg narrative with more than 350 photographs. maps and illustrattons. many in full color and previously unpublished. 

by Alan Viru Revised 1998 Updated Edition. Hardcover 308 pages. Price $42.95 Shipping $3.00* 

Calvert of Maryland 
lfhis fact-based novel shows the home life of the colonists from a child's viewpoint. This story is told in the first person by young 
George Calvert, godson of the ftrst Lord Baltimore, George Calvert.. 
Reprint of James Otis Kaler's 1910 publication. Hardcover 166 pages, pen and ink illustrations. Price $6.95 

!Atlas of[:fteen Miles around Washington includin~ the County of Prince Geor5e Maryland 
!Compiled. rawn & Published from Actual Sur~eys by G.M. Hopkins 18 8 including "historical" sketches. lndexe . 

Repnnt 1975. Soft cover 47 pages. Price $10.00 

!Atlas of Prince George's County, Maryland 1861 
~tlas was adapted from Martenet's Map of Prince George's County Maryland. with information from 1860 feder;~l census for each Election 
District. Indexed. Reprint 1996. Soft cover 32 pages. Price $10.00 

Prince George's County, Maryland Indexes of Church Registers 1686-1885 
Volume I Protestant Episcopal Church, King George's Parish & Queen Anne's Parish 

by Helen W. Brown Reprint 2000 Soft cover 200 pages. Price $ 18.00 

Prince George's County, Maryland Indexes of Church Registers 1686-1885 
Volume 2 Protestant Episcopal Church, St Paul's Parish and Prince George's Parish 

by Helen W. Brown Reprint 2000 Softc over 196 pages. Price $18.00 

Out of the Past - Prince Georgeans and their Land 
!Chronicle of everyday life in Prince George's County, Maryland from the time of iu founding in 1696 until the beginning of the Civil W;~r 
ifrom information gleaned from public records, newspapers ;~nd private papers. 
by R. lee Van Horn Reprint 1996 Hardcover 422 pages. Price $20.00 

Tricentennial Cook Book 
IConuins recipes collected from county residents as part of the tricentennial celebration. Compiled & Edited by Dorothy Rainwater & 
If ricentennial Celebration Committee. Printed 1996. Soft cover. spiral bound I 50 pages. Price $10.00 

Journey Through Time- A Pictorial History of the Prince George's County Police Department 
A history of the county police department coving over 200 years. Indexed. 
by Lt. Dennis Campbell Printed 1991. Hardcover 304 pages. Price $40.00 Shipping $3.00* 

Shipping: 
• P.G. Pictorial History, *Journey Through Time & • Landmarks of Prince George's County 
Shipping is $3.00 each for these books. They are shipped separate. 
ALL OTHER BOOKS- SHIPPING $2.50 EACH AND 50¢ FOR EACH ADDITIONAL BOOK. 
International Orders Please add $1 0.00 to the cost for overseas shipping. 

Send orders to: Prince George's County Historical Society Make checks payable to: . 
Publication Sales Prince George's County Historical Soc1ety 
P .0. Box 14 Maryland residents please add 5% sales tax 
Riverdale, MD 20738-0014 



PRINCE 
GEORGE'S 

COUNTY 
lllSTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

Post Office Box 14 
Riverdale, Maryland 20738-00 14 

We're on the web! 
www .pghistory .org 

Library Hours 
Saturday 12 pm- 4pm 
301-464-0590 
E-Mail: info@pghistory.org 

Located next to the Gift Shop 
at the Marietta Mansion 
5626 Bell Station Road 
Glenn Dale, MD 
Off Route 193, near Route 450. 
A facility of the Maryland 
National Park and Planning 
Commission. 

Marietta Tours 
Friday 11am-3pm 
Saturday & Sunday 12pm-4pm 
and by appointment 

Gift Shop 
Open Friday 11am-3pm 
Saturday & Sunday 12pm-4pm 
301-464-0590 

Also during Special Events. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
DATE ________________ _ 

NAME: ____________________________________________ _ 

ADDRESS: ___________________ _ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP:------------------

TELEPHONE Home _________________ Business ____________ __ 

PLEASE INDICATE: NEW __ _ RENEWAL 

DUES CATEGORY (PLEASE CHECK ONE) 

MEMBER/FAMILY __ $25.00 SUSTAINING MEMBER __ $50.00 

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBER __ $50.00 LIFE MEMBER __ $300.00 

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION 

__ I am also interested in helping the Society as a volunteer. 

Please contact me regarding volunteer opportunities. 

__ For membership in the Maryland Historical Society, include an 

additional $30.00 for individual or $40.00 for family. 

Please make checks payable to PGCHS 

Mail checks and form to: Prince George's County Historical Society 

PO Box 14, Riverdale, MD 20738-0014 

Our operating support comes from your dues and contributions. 
All contributions c - <-., rl"'rluction. We appreciate your 
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